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/     / 

TO       HIS       GRACE,^ 

H  U  G  H, 

DUKE         OF 

NORTHUMBERLAND^ 


M   Y      L   O   R    D, 

XT  is  prefumed  that  the  Hiftory  of  a 
-*•  Nation,  over  which  your  Grace  hath 
prcfided  with  a  dignity  peculiar  to  your- 
felf,  and  that  equally  to  the  fatisfaftion  of 
the  people  and  the  honour  of  the  crown, 
lays  claim  with  propriety  to  your  Grace's 
patronage* 


^1 


aa 


It 


iv  D  E  D  I  c  K  r  I  6  n: 

It  ^retfe£b,'  indeed,  the  hlgKeft  honour  0? 
the  liiuftrious  charader  of.  your  Grace,  tKi 
the  Vicerojfalty  of  our  fiftcr  Me  has  neve 

t>eeQ    fupported   with    {o    much   fplencfoij 

-''-'   *""'•.  '■'      '  ••*    •  *'  .  •    '    ••  ■* 

and  maghificence,  and  the  adminiflration  c 

public  affairs  condufted  with  fuch  prudend 

md  unanimity,  as  when  your  Grace  wa 

tibrd  ^Ueutcnant  of  Ireland.     The  gratefii 

rctrofpedt,  which  the  Natives  of  that  Iflanc 

ftill  caft  on  this  period  of  their   Hiftorj 

their  ardent  vnflies  for  a  return  of  fb  happ] 

an  aei-a,    in  which  the  interefts  of  the  fub 

jeft  were  no  lefs  confulted  than  the  glori 

of   the  *  Ibvereign,    fufficiently  fpeak   you 

Grace's  eulogium.      Being  precluded  thus 

the  praifcs  of  a  private  pen  by  the  h^art 

felt  encomiums  of  a  whole  nation,   I  beg 

leave,  to  fupprefs  inferior  panegyric,    anc 

fubfcribe  myfelf. 

Your  Grace's  moft  devoted, 

S^nd  moft  obedient  humble  Xervant, 
THE    AUTHOR. 
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P  R  E  F  ACE. 


rr^  HERS  IS  not  i  period  perhaps,  lA 
hiftoryt  at  which  the  political  con^- 
duA  of  Ireland  was  Hicre  interefling  than  at 
the  prefeht  acra.  The  buftle  of  i|g|ptu« 
mult,  and  rebellion,  indeed,  carry  with  theiii 
the  appearance  of  moment  j  but  the  event 
hath  generally  betrayed  their  importance  td 
be  nothing  more  than  the  ftitile  triumph 
of  one  fet'  df  tyrants  over  another,  a  matteif 
equally  indif!erent  to  the  people  it  large^ 
fts  foreign  to  the  pufpofe  of  naitional  free* 
dom.  It  has  been  otherwise  with  the  lefs 
fimguinary  and  more  f^utaty  contefls  in  the 
a  J  fenate;' 
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fenate.     It  is  firom  thefe  that  natioQ&.  ^^ 
quire,  by  degrees,  a  true  fenie  of  liberty  and 
the  permanent  means  of  civil  government* 
It  i^pwiftg  to  diefe  that  Britain  ^boaf^r  ^* 
this  day,    of  having  deduced  from  the  jar-^ 
ring    forms    of  military  government   and 
feudal  fyftems,  the.moft  perfeft  conAitutioi^ 
thai;  huinai;!  wiidom  i^Y^r   deyiied^     Fmn 
the  ejpocba  of  oS^onial  parliameotsxpa^  b^ 
^^^VBK/^^^^^^^  ^^  ^  fenatorial  debates  of 
IrelapoT  which  bids  f^r  for  laying  a  Uber^ 
and  laftiog  foundation  for  like  efTential  imr 
proyements  in  thatkin^om.      It  were  ia 
vaip,    however,    Jo    attempt    the   forming 
^  adequate  idea  of  the  political  ^d  com- 
mercial interefts  of  a  people,  without  being 
previoully  verfed  in  their  national  hiftory^ 
^f  is  «his  conAderation  which  firft  fi^gefted^  - 
and  it  is  hoped  will  give  weight  to,  the  publi- 
'eatign  of  fuch  a  hiftory  at  the  prefent  crifis ; 

and 


?   H    E    F    A    C   E.  Vii 

ftnd  this  the  >tnore  efpecially^  as  the  writer 
bas  avoided  rumiing  into  the  general  error 
of  HiftorianSy  in  dwelling  too  loQg  on  the 
ancient^  if  not.  fabuloofi^  blikory^  of  diat 
Ifland.  It  is  true  that  the  ploti  of  ancient 
Aory^  which  the  Irifli  bards  and  theiif  old 
liiftorians^  laid  down  for  their  own  country. 
Is  in  many  inftances  ingenious  and  pku« 
fible :  Ae  regular  fucceffiota  of  great  and 
furprizing  events,  which  they  deduce  alxnofl: 
'£rom  the  flood,  has  been  adopted  even  by 
men  of  great  parts  and  learning.  But,  as 
thofe  earlier  accounts,  to  fay  the  beft  of 
them,  are  better  calculated  for  the  enter-* 
tainment  of  the  antiquarian,  than  the  hif* 
torical  information  of  readers  in  general, 
the  prefent  hiftorian  has  dwelt  more  minute-* 
ly  on  the  modern  and  interefUng  parts  of 
his  fubje£):.    Not  that  he  has  negleded  any 

•       N 

period  of  Irilh  hUbiy,   in  which  the  pub- 
lic 


vlii      .  P    R    E    F    A    C    t: 

lie  tranfaftion;   may  in  the  finalleft  degree 

^contribute  to  difplay  the  national  chara^er 

of  die    people^    or    elucidate  any  part    of 

thbir  political  lyftem  of  gov.emment.     The 

original  materials,  with  which  he.  has  been 

iurnUhcd/  for  the  coijipilation  of  this  work» 

being  for  the  mofl:  part  of  a  modern  date,  it 

is  prefumed  they  will  be  found  both  pleaiing 

.and  inftru£tive ;  and  tend  to  render  it  a  more 
Complete  Hiftory  of  Ireland^    (as  well  as 

more  eaiUy  purchafed)  than,  any  which  has 
yet  appeared  in  our  language. 


INTRO^ 


INTRODUCTION. 


THfi  following  Miftbrjr  of  Ireland  whic* 
is  compiled  from  the  moft  authendc  ad* 
counts  of  that  couhtry,  was  undertaken  with  k 
defign  to  (hew  at  one  view,  and  within  a  fmaller 
compa(s  than  ever  yet  has  been  attempted,  the 
ancient  and  prefent  date  of  the  Irifh  Nation,  their 
fifft  eftablilhment,  their  taws  and  policy,  their 
wars,  the  fuccefllon  of  their  kings,  and  all  the 
various  revohitions  which  have  happened  in* their 
government  both  before  and  after  the  fettlement 
of  the  Englifh  amongfl:  them. 

To  the  righdy  underftanding  fuch  a  work  it  b 
obvious  that  fome  kind  of  Introdudtdry  Difcoude  is 
neceflary,  fuch  as  may  give  the  reader  an  idea 
of  the  paths  through  which  ancient  hiftory  will 

lead 
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lead  him^  fo  that  he  may  not  be  furprized  at 
onjr  extraordinary  .occuitnccs  on  the  road^  nor 
difcouraged  from  proceeding  by  unexpefted  ob- 
ftacles  •,  and  this  precaution  is  the  more  neceflary, 
as  the  firft  advances  he  mull  make  will  be)  as  it 
were,  upon  fairy  ground.  He  will  meet  with 
Druids  and  Bards^  bringmg  giants  and  enchant-* 
ers  in  their  train :  He  will  hear  of  writers  before 
the  ^fe  of  litters  was  adopted,  and  of  voyagers 
before  the  art  of  navigation  was  found  out — ^But 
all  thcfe  things  muft  not  aflFright  him. — ^Every 
nation  has  its  antiquities,  thofe  antiquities  are 
mixed  with  fables ;— to  feparate  one  from  the  other 
is  the  bttfinefs  of  the  Hiftorian. — ^^The  teil^f  fuch^ 
talk  is  his— thi  frui^  when  accpmplilhfdt  is  ihat 
of  his  readers,  whofe  pleafure  mpft  be  fii,urch^(e4 
wich  ^is  pains,  whofe  curiolity  muft  be  itfisfifi^ 
by  his  enquiries. 

Nor  mufl  his  labours  end  here :  wheo  dl  thefe 
fairy  fcenes  are  melted. away  and  vanUbed,  and 
more  enlightened  ages  open  on  the  view»  even  thqi 
muft  the  hiftorian  tread  cautioufly  the  ilippery 
foil,  left  he  fhould  he  betrayed  by  party^  or  le^ 
afide  by  the  falfe  glofs  of  interefted  writers* 
Amidft  all  thefe  perplexities,  his  only  xefQuree  is 
jn  a  mind  divefted  of  prejudice  and  ^  heai;t 
fincerely  devoted  to  truth,  whpfe  diAates  alonp 
he  i$  refolved  to  follow,  and  whofe  power  be  wi|l 

always 
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ilways  invariably  and  uniformly  Acknowledge,  on 
which  fide  foever  it  may  be  his  fortune  to  find  her« 


•mf- 


THAT  country  whicH  1  am  about  to 
treat  of,  bemg  a  land  feparated  from  all  others^ 
imd  the  moft  wefterly  iiland  in  this  part  of 
Europe,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  its  hiftory  during 
the  firft  ages,  fhould  be  dark* and  perplexing: 
Thofe  of  the  ancients  who  knew  any  thing  of  it, 
mull  have  had  their  knowledge  chiefly  confined  to 
its  fiiores,  coafis  and  harbours,  and  therefore,  as 
they  made  no  conqueft  of  the  people,  their  ac- 
counts are  Kttle  to  \>e  depended  upon : — Hence 
when  we  are  told,  that  the  Irifli  were  ^  fort  o^ 
cannibals  eating 'human  flelh,  even  that  of  their 
parents  and  friends,  and  knowing  no  diftindions 
of  inoral  reditude,  there  is  little  occafion  to  giv^ 
crqdit  to  fuch  aflertions,  unlefs  fupported  by  clear 
evidence;  for  the  rcafon  above  afligned,  namely 
that  thofe  who  tell  fuch  ftories  were  in  faft  not 
acquainted  with  the  real  manners  of  that  warlike 
people^ 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  warmly  obje£tcd  that  as^ 
from  a  kind  of  national  prejudice,  the  Irifli  attempt 
tracing  the  antiquities  of  their  own  country  too  far^ 
befides,  generally  infill:  that  learning  fiourifiied 

in 
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in  their  nation  I  (according  to  the  beft  accounts) 
before  letters  were  taught  therc^  fo  likewife  do 
they  boalt  of  fuch  virtues  and  good  government, 
exifting  among  them  at  that  early  period,  which 
even  their  own  records,  idlowing  every  line  of 
them  to  be  true,  do  almoft  in  every  line  con^ 
tradi£t. 

With  regard  to  the  ufc  of  letters,  there  has  indeed 
been  a  grand  diipute  among  authors,  at  what  time 
they  were  ihtrbduced  in  Ireland.  Some  have  boldly 
kiflerted,  that  they  were  not  known  there  at  all  till 
the  arrival  of  St.  Patrick,  while  others  more  zealous 
for  the  honour  of  their  country,  aflert  that  they  were 
brought  over  by  the  Milefian  colony,  whofe  very 
emigration  ffom  Spain  has  been  warmly  contra- 
dicted by  fomc  modern  writers*  Without  enter- 
ing into  this  controverfy,  which  it  would  take  up 
more  room  that  can  be  fpared  to  diiplay  and 
fettle  here,  I  ihall  only  obferve  that  though  I  fee 
no  improbability  in  the  natives  of  Ireland  having 
an  alphabet  of  their  own,  without  borrowing  from 
the  Romans,  yet  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they 
tracd  the  inftitutlon  of  it,  as  they  trace  their  pedi- 
grees, higher  than  truth  can  warrant.  Hamg 
faid  thus  much,  I  fhall  fubjoin  their  alphabet  as 
c«^]i«gaa.  arranged  by  one  of  their  own  countrymen,  and 
leave  the  curious  reader  to  his  own  comments  on 
the  fubjeft. 

The- 


I  N  T  R  O  D  U  C  T  I  O  N,  iVu 

The  Beth-JLuis-Nion,  or  Irifli  Alphabet  con* 
taining  Eighteen  Letters*,  is  as  follows : 

1  ah  Beth, 

2  L  I  Luis. 

3  F  p  Fearn,  ^ 

4  S  f  Sail. 

5  N  n  Nion. 
6HbHuith, 
7  D  e>  Duin 

S  Tv  Tinne. 

9  C  c  Coll. 
10  M  m  Main, 
iji  G  5  Gort. 
12  Pp  Pethboc* 
J3  R  7?  Ruis. 

14  A  ^  Ailm. 

15  O  o  Onn. 

16  U  u  Ur. 

17  E  e  Egdhadh, 

18  1 1  Idho, 

*  Geogli^an  remarks  that  the  names  of  all  thefe.Letten 
correfpond  to  thofe  of  Trees ;  fuch.  as  the  Buci^  the  Firp 
&c.  a  circumftance  naturally  ariitng  from  thofe  dwelling  in 
wcods  who  inftitttted  them.  The  fame  author  obferves  that. 
N  DOW  the  the  fifth  was  formerly  the  third  letter,  whence 
dus  arrangement  was  called  Beth-Luis-Nion,  as  our  A  B  C» 
.and  is  ftreouoos  in  averting  this  to  have  been  the  old  Milefian 
/alphabet.— — Befides  this  Beth-Luis-NUn^  the  ancient  Iriih 
l^ad  aUb  an  Ogbum^  or  a  fet  of  Hyeroglyphics  which  they  ufed 
to  employ  in  myllcrious  mAtjtiers  or  upon  fecret  occaiions.  ' 

On 
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On  the  whole,  it  fhould  fecm  that  the  Iri(h  in 
early  ages^  were  like  all  others  in  their  infant 
ftate>  rude,  wild,  and  uncultivated,  and  that  their 
firft  grand  objefl:  was  military  glory  or  the  delire 
of  gaining  fame  in  •  arms.— -paving,  however, 
many  men  of  genius  among  them,  it  is  probable 
learning  flourifhed  early  in  their  ifle,  and  the 
arts  of  polifhed  life  began  to  fhew  themfelves  in 
their  cities  and  aiTcmblies ;  but  it  is  as  certain  that 
tl}is  learning  and  thefe  arts  were  hindered  from 
extending  themfel^^  by  that  mflitary  turn  I  have 
juft  now  mentioned^  which,  notwithftanding  the 
blood  and  treafure  it  has  coft  them,  ftill  diftin^ 
jguifhes  that  high-fpiritcd  nation*  And  this  con- 
clufion  I  think  may  in  a  great  meafure,  account 
for  the  contradiftory  relations  we  have  of  the  Irifh 
i|i  refpcffc  to  thefe  particulars. 

With  regard  to  their  famous  Milefian  expedi* 
tion  itfelf,  from'  which  period  the  moft  moderate 
of  their  writers  date  the  aera  of  their  hiftory,  as 
I  hinted  above,  it  has  been  contefted  by  fome  very 
iAgenious  writers,  and  it  mull  be  owned  that  they 
have  as  much  reafon  on  their  fide,  as  conjectures 
founded  on  the  iimilanty  of  words  derived  from 
each  other,  the  fituation  of  neighbouring  coun^ 
tries,  and  otheF  fuch  hypothetical  inferences  can 
furnifh  j  but  above  ajl  the  monftrous  fables  the 

Irilh 
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Irifli  havfc  interfaixed  iti  their  records,  have  given 
xrolour  to  their  argumeDts.  However,  I  have 
chofen  to  follow  the  plain  traft  of  hi(h>ry,  fifting 
it  as  clear  9$  I  could  from  the  chaff  o£  fio- 
tion,  and  attending  to  the  teftimonies  of  approv-* 
td  authors  wherever  fuch  were  to  be  found.  But 
for  the  readers  fatisfadion,  I  will  here  fet  down 
the  hypothefes  of  one  of  thefe  gentlemen,  with 
my  reafons  for  not  adopting  them,  which  to  the 
candid  and  unprejudiced  wUl  I  hope,  appear  fatis- 
fa&ory.— •*- 

The  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  ManChefter,  after 
deriving  the  Firl  Bolgs  of  Ireland,  from  the  Belgas. 
formerly  fettled  in  Britain,  (a^circumftance  which 
is  more  than  probable)  proceeds  to  aflert,  not  only 
chat  Ireland  was  firil  peopled  from  Britain,  but^ 
having  placed  the  date  of  this  arrival  of  the  emi-* 
grants,  much  later  than  the  writers  of  Irifh  hif- 
tory^  infifts  likewife  that  none  but  Britifh  'colonies, 
ever  made  a  fettlement  in  that  country,  an  afler- 
tion  which  if  fully  proved,  muft  entirely  over- 
throw the  whole  account  of  the  Milefian  Expedi- 
tion« 

To  the  Belgas  he  fays,  the  Brigantes,  the 
Cai^i,  the  Silures,  the  Dimeta?  and  other  Britiih 
emigrants  fucceeded  in  their  turn,  in  proportion 
M  conquefts  at  home  urged  them  to  feck  for  ha-  . 

bitations. 
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bitadoris  abroad. — ^According  to  this  author,  thefe 
ffequent  emigrations  producing  at  laft  difierent  in- 
terefts  in  the  ifland,  the  colonifts  ranging  themfeWes 
under  the  two  diftin£tions  of  Belgae  and  Britons^ 
between  whom  a  bloody  war  having  commenced 
the  latter  applied  for  aid,  to  the  ancient  inha* 
bitants  of  Cakdonia,  ^*  the  land  of  tbeir  faibtri^ 
for  affiftance;  and  thefe  fent  them  Conar  the 
fon  of  Trcnmor,  with  a  body  of  chofen  men,  who 
having  repulfed  the  Bdgse,  they  elected  this  war- 
rior their  Pendragon  or  chief.  After  this,  the  war 
was  continued  between  them  with  various  fuccefs, 
till  at  length  in  a  fucceeding  period,  the  Britons 
of  Ireland  had  rccourfe  to  Fingal  king  of  Morvc*, 
(the  celebrated  hero  of  Olfian)  who  was  defcended 
from  Trcnmor,  and  was  Pendragon  of  the  Cale- 
donian tribes. — ^This  prince  twice  delivered  them 
from  deflru6tion,  and  in  the  end  entirely  fubdued 
the  Firl-Bolgs  or  Belgians,  and  reftored  peace  to 
the  Britiih  inhabitants  of  the  country,  which  had 
been  firft  peopled  from  Britain,  according  to  this 
relation-  only  about  forty-five  years  before  th^ 
Chriftian   aera. 

Such  is  the  fubftance  of  Mr.  Whitaker's  Hypo- 
thefis,  which  it  mult  be  allowed  he  has  fupported 
with  the  mod:  fpecious  prefumptive  arguments:— 
an  hypothefis  however,  which  if  admitted,  muft 
-confound  and  overthrow  almoft  all  the  hiftories 

of 
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of  paft  times,  vague,  uncertain  and  ufelefs.  By 
his  plan,  the  whole  ftory  of  the  Milefian  conqUeft 
is  turned  into  a  fable,  and  we  hear  nothing  of  the 
kings  or  chiefs  prefiding  in  Ireland  till  the  days 
of  Fingal,  of  whofe  expedition  he  has  given  us  an 
cxaft  account.  At  this  period  indeed,  he  /ems 
to  fall  in  with  the  Irifh  Hiftory  in  the  time  of  Cair- 
bar ;  but  both  the  chronology  and  fafts  are  fo  con- 
founded, that  I  am  doubtful  whether  an  Irifhman 
Would  krtow  this  ftrange  account  of  his  countryi — If 
the  Cairbar  he  mentions  be  the  fame  perfon  with 
him  whom  the  reader  will  find  diftinguifhed  by 
the  title  of  Carbry  the  Firft,  who  was  of  the  Bel- 
gian race  ;  this  Carbry  was  the  leader  of  a  band  of 
rebels,  who  interrupted  the  fucceffion  of  the  Mi- 
lefian monarchs,  as  the  hiftorians  of  thofe  days  tell 
Us  i — but  according  to  the  beft  accounts,  his  fon 
Moran  renounced  the  fovereignty,  and  the  royal 
line  was  again  reftored  about  the  year  of  Chrift  95, 
If  by  Fcradartho  is  meant  Feredmach,  this  prince 
indeed  fucoceded  to  the  monarchy ;  but  we  do  not 
find  that  it  was  by  the  affiftance  of  a  Fingal,  who 
reigned  in  Morven-,  on  the  contrary,  hiftorians 
tell  us  that  this  Fin  (who  is  thus  complimented) 
was  only  a  general  of  the  Irifh  militia,  and  it  is 
alfo  added,  that  he  forfook  his  fovereign.  Art  or 
Arthur,  the  father  of  Cormac,  on  the  day  of  battle. 
Great  encomiums  indeed  are  given  of  him  and  his 
troops,  as  to  their  perfonal  bravery,  but  not  a 
word  of  his   being  king  of  Morven  or  chief  of 

the  ailbciated  tribes  of  Calcdon. 
Vol.  I.  A  If 
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If  it  Ihould  be  faid,  that  all  this  is  only  ad- 
vancing one  affertion  in  order  to  refute  another^ 
I  alk  what  elfe  has  the  author  of  the  Hiftory  oT 
Manchefter  left  for  us  to  do  ?  If  we  quote  the  hifto- 
rians  from  whence  thefe  fafts  are  taken,  he  an- 
fwers,  he  will  not  rely  upon  their  authority  •,  if  wc 
follow  him  through  the  intricate  maze  of  citations 
in  his  book,  wc  fhall  be  able  only  to  form  con- 
je6tures  on  cither  part,  and  both  fides  will  in  their 
turn  be  put  upon  proving  a  negative.  After 
all  what  has  Mr.  Whi taker  himfelf  done  ? — He  has 
rejeded  the  whole  feries  of  ancient  Irifli  Hiftory^ 
which  is  founded  on  the  credit  of  bards  and  druids, 
who  alone  poffefled  the  learning  of  thofe  times^ 
notwithftanding  which  after  citing  prefumptive 
proofs  from  a  number  of  authors,  he  has  at  laft 
refted  his  chief  evidence  upon  the  Poems  of 
Oflian,  the  fon  of  this  fuppofed  Caledonian  chief. 
—In  the  name  of  common  Xenfc  and  reafon  why 
.  may  we  not  believe  one  poet  as  well  as  another^ 
.and  why  are  not  the  bards  of  Ireland  to  be  credited 
as  well  as  Oflian  ? 

But  the  autliority  of  the  fon  of  Fingal  he  ha»- 
already  declared  to  need  no  "confirmation,  and  has 
fhtwn  that  lie  deems  it  TuiKcicnt  to  overthrow  all 
the.aqcient  hiftory  of  our  neighbours  j  yet  he  has. 
not  ufed  it  to  confirm  the  favourite  opinions  of 
the  Scotch^  on  the  one  hand,  nor  has  he  entirely 
jrefuxed  them  on  tli«  other  ^  but  from  his  medlejr 
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of  arguments,  the  ingenious  author  has  drawn 
this  conclufion,  which  we  find  at  length  in  a  fub- 
fcquent  publication  of  his,  "  The  IriQi  that  wereHiftoryof 
"  the  progenitors  of  the  Britifli  Scots  wercaiicrtcd/ 
*•  themfelvcs  the  defendants  of  the  Caledo- 
nians. [The  Firl  Bolgs  amdng  them  were  the  defcen- 
dants  of  the  Belgw  iL-bo  inhabited  Britain]  "  and 
*'  if  the  Highlanders  fubmitted  to  the  Scots,  or 
"  were  reduced  by  them,  they  fubmitted  merely 
"  to  their  own  countrymen,  and  the  Caledonians 
"  were  reduced  by  Caledonians."  And  thus  he 
has  fayed  the  honour  of  both  nations. 

I  do  not  however  deny  that  in  the  Hiftory  of 
Mancbeder,  are  to  be  found  fome  very  curious 
refearches  into  antiquity,  and  likewife  many  ju- 
dicious remarks  upon  the  valuable  remains  of  for- 
mer ages.  I  will  go  yet  farther  : — in  the  matter 
hece  contended  for,  are  ufed  many  plaufible  ar- 
guments ;  and  fome  of  thele  would  not  doubtJcfs 
want  their  weight,  if  the  whole  tenor  of  hiftory 
were  not  ^gainft  tlicm.  But  in  this  cafe,  what 
part  are  we  to  take  ?  What  are  conclufions  drawn 
from  conjcftures  or  comparifon,  when  oppofed  to 
circumftantial  relations  taken  from  the  records 
of  a  kingdom  ?  In  fhort  what  are  arguments  when 
oppofed  to  fafts  ? — We  have  our  probabilities  as 
well  as  this  author,  and  we  have  hiftory  befides 
to  fupport  us;— the  ballance  is  therefore  in  our  fa- 
vour, unlcfs  indeed  we  fubmit  to  own  it  impoffi- 
A2  ble 
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blc  for  the  Ifland  to  have  been  inhabited  forrte 
centuries  before  the  nativity^  and  give  up  all 
other  authorities,  for  the  fake  of  relying  upoa 
the  Caledonian  Offian. 

It  IS  clear  from  almofl;  every  circumftance  of 
this  affair  ;  that  Ireland  though  peopled  firft  from 
Britain,  did  afterwards  receive  another  colony 
whom  the  Irifh  have  ever  ackowledged,  and  have 
been  proved  irt  fome  mcafure  to  tefcmble ;  though 
tlnte  and  the  mixture  of  divers  nations  afterwards 
fettled  there,  have  in  fome  meafpre  effaced  th-At 
refemblance.  The  writers  of  Irifh  Hiftory  affirm^ 
"  That  thefe  were  a  colony  of  Milefians  from 
Spain*"  The  thing  not  being  impdffible,  and  their 
dcfcent  being  traced  from   thefe  with  great  exaft- 

nefs;  how  tlien  can  we  afRrm  thfc  contrary? 

Fr6m  the  fituation  ?*— No  ;  for  the  fite  of  Ireland 
in  regard  to  Spain^  includes  no  impoflibility  in 
the  affertion. — From  the  authority  of  Oflian  ?— 
No. — For  his  authority  is  no  more  than  that  of 
another  bard,  and  he  was  relating  his  own  ex- 
ploits and  thofe  of  his  father,  the  authenticity 
of  which  has  been  juftly  called  in  quefHoa  for 
manyreafons,  not  the  leaft  of  which  is  both  thefe 
chiefs  being  mentioned  in  a  different  light  in  the 
Ihfli  Hiftory,  from  that  in  which  they  are   held 

torth  in  the  Poem  of  FingaL-* Laftly,  mud  wc 

declare  tliis  relation  to  be  falfe ;  on  account  of  trie 
many  fables  we  find  interfperfed  in  it,  or  merely 

becaulc 
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becaufe  there  is  a  prohaHlity  that  thefe  affairs  may 
not  be  as  the  Irifh  rdate  them. — ^The  firft  of 
thcfe  reafons  muft  be  rejefted,  becaufe  ^  it  leads  115 
to  doubt  almoft  of  all  hiftory,  and  as  to  the  fe- 
cond,  I  need  but  have  recourfe  to  Mr.  Whitaker's 
own  conclufions  to  (hew  the  impropriety  of  it  % 
fince  in  his  Genuine  Hiftory  of  the  Brif ons,  he  fo  ' 
often  declaims  againft  fetting  up  probabiliiies  in 
oppofition  to  fafts ;  and  even  declares  that  they 
cannot  have  weight  fufRcicnt  to  affea  the  flighteft 
evidence  of  hiftory^ 

After  what  has  been  faid  on  the  fubjedt,  i  ihall 
<Mily  add,  that  none  of  ;he  reafonings  of  this  gen- 
tleman either  in  his  Hiftory  of  Mancheftcr,  or  his 
other  publication  feem  to  me  conclufive,  or  by 
eny  means  of  a  nature  to  (hake  the  credit  of  the 
authorities  from  whence  this  hiftorical  account  of 
Ireland  is  compiled,  and  that  while  fuch  giattcrs 
arc  even  difputed^  it  is  better  to  take  the  plain 
ros3  of  hiftory,  (till  that  hiftory  is  difproved) 
than  to  take  the  bye-paths  of  cpnjedlure,  which 
may  at  length  plunge  the  wanderer  into  4  l^byr 
rinth  of  crrpr^ 

For  thefe  reafons  I  have  chofcn  to  follow  tJip 
general  track  of  thofe  writers,  who  went  before  me 
in  relating  the  Milefian  expedition,  witJi  which  if 
any  fceptical  reader  IhoiiJJ  be  offended,  he  has 
ijothing  to  do  but  to  pafs  over  that  relation,  to^ 
A3  '         '       geiher 
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gether   Vvhh  the  other  contcfted   rcq:ords  of   the 
kings,  and   begin  with  the   fecond   boojc   of  this 

Hiftory. 

If  wc  believe  the  Iriih  records,  the  Milefians 
who  came  from  Spain,  brought  with  them  the 
worfhip  of  the  true  God,  which  (they  fay)  their 
anceftors  were  inllrufted  in  by  Mofcs  himfclf.— • 
But  in  lefs  than  a  century,  we  find  their  fuccefibrs 
mentioned  as  idolators  — Whether  they  ever  pro- 
feffcd  thcifm  before  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  from 
this  time,  they  as  well  as  their  neighbours,  the 
Britons,  adored  falfe  Gods,  and  had  their  druids 
and  bards  with  all  the  appurtenances  to  fuch  fu* 
perditions. 

And  thefe  bards  and  druids  were  not  only 
their  poets  and  priefts,  but  alfo  their  philofophers 
and  hiftorians,  and  in  a  great  degree  their  gover- 
nors and  legiJlators,  They  were  fubfifted  at  the 
public  expence,  that  fhey  might  have  nothing  elfc 
to  do  but  to  attend  to  their  ftudies,  and  their  perfons 
were  held  in  thegreateft  veneration.  To  their 
hiftory  they  joined  poetry,  and  to  their  poetry 
mufic  ; — no  wonder  then  if  they  at  once  charm* 
ed  the  ear  and  fatisficd  the  underftanding,  for 
whether  we  believe  according  to  the^  Irifli  re- 
hticn,  that  thefe  men  had  the  ufe  of  letters,  or 
whether  we  only  admit  that  they  handed  down 
th<?ir  accounts  by  oral  tradition ;  in  either  cafe,  if 

they 
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they  had  the  gifts  abovcmentioncd,  tlieir  fong^ 
being  put  into  meafure  and  fet  to  a  rude  mclo-  . 
dy,  mufl:  have  pleafed  while  they  were  recited, 
and  fixed  the  fads  rcjated  on  the  minds  of  their 
auditors. — There  are  many  remains  of  the  fuper- 
ftitions  of  thefe  druids,  fuch  as  akars  of  unhewn 
ftone,  heaps  of  the  fame  kind  of  ftones  pile4 
upon  each  other,  &c.  ftlU  to  be  feen  in  the  ifland, 
moft  of  which  are  fo  different  from  any  monu- 
ments of  the  Danes,  or  other  later  conquerors, 
that  they  are  cafily  to  be  diftinguifhed  from 
them. 

Among  the  royal  Milefian  families,  the  principal 
in  martial  Ikill,  and  other  abilities  was  generally 
elefted  monarch  of  Ireland.  The  kings  of  the 
pentarchy  eftablifhed  in  the  ifland,  paid  him  ho- 
mage, and  he  had  the  place  of  honour  at  all  their 
aflemblies ;  but  the  provincial  king?  having  paid 
their  monarch  this  cuftomary  tribute  or  homage, 
generally  gave  themfelves  little  trouble  about  his 
power  or  command  in  any  other  inftances ; — neyer- 
thelefs  this  prince  was  treated  with  much  cere* 
mony  by  his  fubje&s,'  and  in  procefs  of  time 
erefted  to  himfelf  a  feparate  kingdom,  out  of  the 
four  diftrids  under  the  government  of  the  provin- 
cial princes. — And  in  this  fifth  province  were  four 
palaces  erected,  whereof  we  have  given  fome  ac-' 
count'  in  the  body  of  this  work  :  of  which  that  o( 
Teamor  or  Tarah  was  the  grandeft.     But  I  can* 

aot  help  here  taking  notice,  as  other  modern  wn-    ' 
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ters  have  done,  that  it  is  highly  probable  the 
Irilh  have  exaggerated  in  the  relation  of  their 
grandeur,  fince  it  is  not  likely  that  in  the  in- 
fancy of  arts  in  their  lanJ,  any  great  degree  of 
fplendoiir  and  magnificence  could  be  attained  in 
their  public  edifices,  and  fince  vfc  find  that  the 
ancient  buildings  of  moft  note,  which  remain  were 
the  work  of  tl^e  Panes,  and  net  of  thp  native 
Irifh. 

The  Irifh  monarch's   revenue    confifled  partly 
of  a  fettled  flipend,  partly  of  prcfents  made   hini 
in  kind,  and  partly  of  taxes  levied  by  the  jiflcmbly 
pf  nobles  and  chief  men,  on  particular  occafions. 
Every  king  of  the  pentarchy  had  fuch  a  number 
pf  chiefs    under    him    as    there    were    families. 
Thefe  had  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  amongft 
their  own  particijlar  tribe,    and  for  this  purpole 
each  of  them   kept  ^  Brehon  (that  is  a  lawyer) 
among  his  domeflics. — The   choice  of  chiefs  and 
deputies  was  made  by  the  order  of  the  people  and 
their  nobles,  while  thefc  chofc  a  king  from  amongft 
fhe  royal  family--Anc|  to   prevent  any  ill  confe- 
quences    from  a  contefted  ele^ion,    the  afiembly 
held  at   'Farah,   chofe  a  rpydamna  or  regent  to 
^fTume    the  government    immediately   upon    the 
death  of  the  prince,    yvhich   inftitution  however, 
like  all  others,  being  abyfed,  occafioncd  frequent 
diflurbanccs,  as  will  appear  in  the  courfc  of  the 
hiftory. — - 

Several 
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Several  fuch  laws  and  orders  wereenafted  in 
different  reigns,  in  order  to  amend  the  conftitu- 
tion,  all  of  which  being  related  in  their  place,  I 
(hall  not  -here  enumerate  them,  but  (hall  only  ob. 
ferve  that  as  they  were  inftituted  by  fome  of  the 
wifeft  of  their  kings,  fo  though  they  did  not  al- 
ways fulfil  every  end  they  were  defigned  for,  yet 
they  generally  anfwered  good  purpofes. 

The  controverfies  of  the  ancient  Irifli  were  ge- 
nerally determined  by  the  Brehons,  I  have  juft 
now  mentioned.  The  Brehon  who  was  to  decide 
any  particular  caufc,  feating  himfelf  upon  a  heap 
of  ftones  in  the  open  air,  declared  judgement  with-- 
out  the  afliftance  of  either  clerks  or  counfellors.— 
And  if  by  this  methed  the  fentence  given  was 
fometimes  arbitrary,  yet  one  advantage  at  leaft 
arofe  from  it,  which  was,  that  it  prevented  long 
fuits  of  law,  and  tedious  criminal  procefles.  We 
are  told  that  the  punifhments  inflifled  by  this 
judge  were  very  mild,  confiding  in  general  of 
fines,  whereof  he  had  the  eleventh  part  for  his 
pains.  But  when  we  are  informed,  froni  the  fame 
authorities,  that  robbery  and  plunder  were  not 
punifhed  by  this  inftitution,  it  will  be  eafy  to  con- 
ceive that  thefe  mild  punifhments  were  but  a  proof 
of  the  depravity  of  the  people's  manners,  when 
firft  thefe  Brehons  were  appointed  ;  and  it  is  alfo 
pretty  clear  that  the  judge  had  few  capital  cafes 
fcferred  to  him,  in  an  age  and  country  where  al- 
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jnoft  cYcry  one  fet  himfelf  up  for  his  own  judge 
and  avenger. — King  John  aboliihed  the  Brehon 
laws  in  Ireland,  which  feem  to  have  been  rendered 
ufelefs  in  many  circumftances  long  before  his  time, 
and  before  the  fettlemenc  of  the  Englifh  in 
that  country. 

There  prevailed  in  Ireland  two  laws  or  cuftoms 
of  inheritance  inftituted  in  early  ages,  the  firft  was 
called  that  of  Taniftry,  which  among  the  great,  if 
the  heir  or  eldeft  fon  of  a  king  or  chief  were  not 
of  known  abilities,  fet  afide  his  claim  of  inheri- 
tance and  gave  it  the  younger  branch.  The  fecond* 
which  prevailed  among  the  body  of  the  people,  was 
the  law  of  Gavelkind,  or  a  partition  of  the  in- 
heritance among  the  whole  family,  that  was  to 
be  renewed  at  every  death,  and  which  doubtlels 
occafioned  much  annarchy  and  confulion-,  but 
thefe  two  cuftoms  were  likewife  altered  in  the 
reign  of  king  John,  wIk>  caufed  laws  of  a  different 
kind  to  be  ena&ed  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  that 
claimed  fucceffion  of  inheritance  by  feniority,  which 
were  doubtlefs  better  calculated  in  many  refpe<5k6 
'  to  fupport  the  great  families  of  the  kingdom. 

But,  befides  thefe  above  defcribed,  the  Irifh.  held 
two  other  cuftoms  in  the  higheft  repute,  namely 
Foft^ragc  and  Goffipred. — By  the  former  of  thcjfe 
children  were  put  away  from  their  parents  to  be 
fqftcred  by  others,  J^nd  the  lower  fort  of  people, 

even 
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even  bought  of  the  rich  the  privilege  of  foftcring 
their  children,  which  begot  a  ftrong  alliance  between 
the  child  fo  nurtured  and  his  fofter-father  and 
mother,  and  endeared  him  more  to  their  particular 
tribe,  as  we  are  informed,  than  even  to  his  own 
natural  parents  and  relations.  The  other  cuftom 
was  that  called  Goflipred,  whereby  jhe  goflips,  as 
is  well  known  became  fo  dear  ta  each  other,  that 
it  was  the  fame  in  efFed  as  if  they  had  been  of  one 
fcpt  and  family,  which  often  occaQoned  much 
confufion  by  the  ftrange  alliances  that  it  created. 

Coigne  and  livery  (as  it  is  termed  in  England) 
was  alfo  in  ufe  among  the  Irifh,  together  with 
many  other  cuftoms  of  the  like  nature,  which 
ferved  to  eftablifh  a  kind  of  feiidal  tyranny  5  they 
had  flaves  alfo  whom  they  bought  and  fold  at 
fixed  prices,  as  weU  as  villains  (i.  e.  thofe  who 
held  by  villenage)  and  had  lands  granted  them  oh 
that  tenure,  which  belonged  to  theeftate  of  the 
chief  or  lord  of  the  manor,  and  though  occupied 
by  them  were  ftill  accounted  as  a  part  of  hb 
inheritance,  Thefe  ferved  only  for  hedging,  ditch- 
ing, ploughing  and  the  meaner  occupations  of 
the  country,  and  were  not  fuftered  to  aflumc  the 
military  or  any  other  hcmourablc  employment. 

The  military  indeed,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  in  a 
ftatc  like  that  of  the  Irilh,  as  I  have  juft  now 
defcribed  them,  muft  naturally  be  fuppolcd  to  be 
one    of   the  moft  honourable   of  employments.  ' 

Their 
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people  and  inhabitants  of  trading  towns  in  general 
have  followed  their  example ;  and  indeed  the  en- 
couragement of  the  linen  manufafture  in  Ireland, 
afiother  fpirit  has  gone  forth,  a  fpirij:  of  honeft 
emulation  and  induftry,  on  which  alone  that  people 
can  ever  build  any  folid  hopes  of  becoming  a  great 
and  a  refpe^lable  nation. 

The  Irifh  being  converted,  as  hiftory  fays,  by 
St.  Patrick,  continued  fuch  zealous  profeflbrs  of 
the  chriftian  faith,  and  produced  fo  many  learned 
and  pious  men,  that  notwithftanding  fome  difputes 
they  had  with  the  fee  of  Rome,  Jiibernia  was 
ftyled  the  ifland  of  Saints.  In  queen  Eliz^th's 
time  the  land  was  divided,  like  many  other  coun- 
tries, between  proteftaiits  and  papifts,  and  foit  has 
remained  ever  fince ;  but  the  fatal  quarrels  between 
thefe  two  contending  parties,  or  to  fpeak  more 
properly,  the  dreadful  fury  attendant  on  bigotry 
has  often  deluged  the  land  with  blood. 

The  Englifh  indeed  could  not  be  faid  to  have 
gained  th^  dominion  of  the  whole  ifland,  till  the 
reign  of  James  I.  who  did  not  hold  it  without  much 
difturbance,  and  even  in  his  and  his  fon  Charles's 
time  the  diftinftion  of  the  pale  was  continued,  under 
.which  denomination  were  included  the  Englifli  and 
thofe  natives  who  fubraitted  entirely  to  their  laws 
andcufloms. — But  the  Irifh  maflacre,  theconfequent 
redudtion  of  the  Irifh  by  Cromwell,  and  finally  the 
*  revolution,  altered  the  form  of  government,  and  even 

the 
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the  face  of  the  corrntry.' — So  that  notwithftand 
ing  the  great  number  of  catholics  in  Ireland, 
the  prefent  eftablilhed  religion  of  the  land  is 
the  fame  as  that  of  England,  and  they  arc  in  like 
manner  under  epifcopal  government  having  four 
archbilTioprics,  namely  Armagh,  Dublin,  Tuam 
and  Cafhell;  and  eighteen  bifhoprics. — The  number 
of  the  papifts  decreafes  daily,  the  difqualifications 
they  labour  under,  and  the  very  nature  of  the  go- 
vernment giving  them  all  manner  of  difcourage- 
ment.  But,  above  all  the  reft,  the  eftablifhmcnt  of 
proteftant  fchools,  and  the  countenance  given  to  the 
linen  manufafture,  has  contributed  at  once  to  the  in- 
creafe  of  proteftantifm,  and  of  induftry  in  the 
country,  the  civil  government  and  laws  of  which 
are  as  much  conformable  to  thofe  of  England,  as 
it  is  poflible  in  the  nature  of  things  for  them  to  be. 

Since  the  Englilh  government  has  been  eftablifli- 
«d  in  Ireland,  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  has  al- 
ways fent  thither  a  deputy,  or  lord  lieutenant, 
as  viceroy  of  Ireland,  Among  the  grcateft  of 
all  thefe  lord  lieutenants  in  our  days,  may  be 
reckoned  Hugh  duke  of  Nortumberland,  who 
adminiftered  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  beloved  by  all  its  worthy 
members,  and  maintained  the  dignity  of  his  high 
office,  with  a  noble  and  princely  fplendoun 

The  authority  of  the  lord  lieutenant  is  fuch,  that 
•^  behalf  of  his  majcfty,  he  has  the  difpolal  of  al- 

moft 
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moft  all  places  of  power,  "and  trull :  His  corwr* 
miflion  is  held  only  during  the  king's  pleafure, 
and  the  term  of  three  or  four  years  generally- 
put  an  end  to  it.  ■  The  lords  juftices  pre^- 
fide  in  his  abfence,  and  he  allows  each  of  them  an 
hundred  pounds  a  month  for  their  deputation. 

The  Irilh  parliament  like  the  Englilh  one,  con- 
fifts  of  lords  temporal  and  fpiritual,  and  a  Tioufe  of 
commons,  which  meets  once  in  two  years,  and  b 
called  and  diflblved  at  his  majefty's  pleafurc  by  the 
lord  lieutenant  who  reprcfents  him.  The  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  are  elefted  from  the  coun  - 
tics,  cities,  boroughs,  &c.  as  in  England,  and 
their  duration  which  ufed  to  be  for  life  are  now 
limited  to  the  term  of  eight  years* 

Having  faid  thus  much,  I  (hall  here  clofc  this 
Introduftion. — I  might  indeed  have  entered  upon  a 
much  longer  difquifition  on  the  tempers  and  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Irifh  •,  but  I  wave  this  for  the  pre- 
fent,  referring  my  reader  to  the  tenor  of  that  peo- 
ple's conduft  as  related  in  the  following  hiftory> 
from  whence  he  may  form  the  bcft  judgement  of 
their  chara&ers,  as  well  as  of  other  particulars 
upon  which  the  bounds  of  this  difcourfe  would 
not  fufFer  me  here  to  expatiate. 
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B.OOK     THE     FIRST. 

IRELAND  is  an  ifland  fituate  between  i«i««^j^itf 
51®  and  5^  20«  of  north  latitude,  and  t)etween  fld*«?iit. 
6  and  10  degrees  of  ^eft  longitude  from  the 
meridian  of  London,  having  Great  Britain  on  the 
caft,  New  England  on  the  weft,  the  Hebrides  on 
north,   and  the  Spanilh  coaft  of  Galicia  on  the, 
fouth  fide  of  it,  where  Cape  Clear  is  walhed  by 
the  great  Atlantic  ocean.    Bat  the  neareft  land  of 
all  is  the  weftern  coaft  of  Scotland;  northward  o^ 
Galloway,  where  the  Scotch  and  Irilh  Shores  ap- 
proach within  five  leagues  of  each  other,  infomuch 
that  the  inhabitants  often  pafs  over  within  four 
hours  time  from  one  kingdom  to  the  other. 

The  extent  of  Ireland  is  generally  computed 
to  be,  in  length  285  miles,  and  from  the 
•aft  part  of  Down  to  the  weft  part  of  Mayo, 
its  greateft  width  about    160,  miles  ^    contain- 
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ing  about  17,927,864  knglifh  acres,  f  According 
to  the  provincial  defcriptbn  of  this  kingdom,  it 
confifls  of  the  four  provinces,  of  Leinfter,  Ulftcr, 
Connaught,  and  Munftcr,  j;  according  to  which  di- 
vifion,  it  contains  the  following  counties  and  prin* 
cipal  towns  \ 


DWtfion  of 
Irciaad. 


Counties. 

Chief  Towns. 

Dublin 

Dublin 

Louth 

Drogheda 
Wicklow 

Wicklow 

Wexford 

Wixford 

I.  Leinfter 

4 

Longford 
Eaft  Mesith 

Longford 
Trim 

12  Counties 

Weft  Meath 

MuUinger 

Phillipftown 

Maryborough 

Kilkenny 

Kildare 

• 

King's  County 
Queen's  County 
Kilkenny 
Kildare 

Carlow 

Carlow 

Down 

Down 

11.  Ulfte^ 

Armagh 

Monaghan 

Cavan 

Charlemont 

Monaghan 

Cavan 

^  Counties 

Antrim 

Londondeny 

Tyrone 

Femianagh 

Donegall 

Carrickfergus 

Derry 

Omagh 

Enniflcillen 

Dokiegall 

III.  Con- 


t  Or,  ]i»o67,7St  teres,  of  trifli  of  tkit  hiftoty,  to wtucb  wn  foniier- 

nrafure.  hr  added  a  fifth,  called  Meath )    but 

I  Thefe  were  andctly  4  king-  thit  tcrritofy,  h  now  funk  and  16* 

dMia,  u  will  be  Icta  in  the  coviit  ia  the  pcomce  of  Leinfter. 
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Counties. 

Chief  Towns. 

'Lcitrim 

Lcitrim 

m. 

Rofcommon 

Rofcommon 

ronnaughc  ^ 
i  Counties 

Mayo 
Sligo 
Galway 
Lciare 

BalUnrobe 
Sligo 
Galway 
Ennis 

rCork 

Cork 

IV. 
Munfter    - 

Kerry 
Limerick 

Tralec 
Limerick 

;  Counties 

Tipperary 
.Watcrford 

Clonmel 

Waterford 

As  to  the  climate  of  Ireland,  except  where  the 
country  is  infefted  with  bogs,  it  is  in  nioft  in- 
ftances  like  England,  having  great  variety  of  wea- 
ther; though,  on  the  niceft  obfervation,  not  fo  fub« 
]t&  to  violent  ftorms  and  tempefts. 

It  is  furnilhed  with  many  fine  rivers  and  excel- 
lent harbours,  and  has  likewife  feveral  very  exten- 
five  loughs  or  lakes,  from  which  a  number  of  fmall 
brooks  iflue ;  and  fome  of  thefe  have  little  iflands 
covered  with  verdure  in  the  midfl:  of  them. 

The  bogs  abovementioned  are  attributed  by 
many,  to  want  of  care  in  cleanling  and  clearing 
the  channels  of  the  rivers,  making  drains  in  the 
mafliy  grounds,  &c.  as  a  proof  of  which,  they  ob- 
ferve,  that  thefe  nufances  have  not  always  exiftef} 
in  the  manner  they  now  do,  that  firm  ground  is 
flill  to  be  found  at  the  bottom  of  them,  from  which 
timber, &(.  h^s  \fecn  du^  up ;  fo  that  it  is  concluded^ 
theie  bogs  have  continued  fpreading  themf(;lves 
over  the  land  from  time  to  time  by  the  ipere  neg-* 
led  of  its  inhabitants.  However  true  this  may  be, 
yet  as  it  is  oo  lefs  certain,  that  Ibme  counties  zrp 
more  l^)e  to  tUeft  inconveniences  tl^n  pfixers^  io 
we  may  calily  conceive  tbat^Jreljuid  ^i|s  acqpixec) 
B  a.  itt 
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its  bogs  from  the  many  loughs,  brooks  and 
moid  lands  with  which  it  abounds;  and  the 
refult'  of  the  obfcrvation  will  be  n6  more  than 
this:  that  nuiances  not  corredkcd  will  increafe, 
and  tliat  cafe  and  cultivation .  will  improve  any 
foil  or  country. 

The  river  Shannon  which  rifes  in  the  county  of 
Leitrim  is  very  large,  wide,  and  deep,  in  general ; 
but  a  chain  of  rocks  at  prefent  interrupt  its  na- 
vigation to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the  inhabi- 
tants.— Befides  this,  the  Boyne  which  empties 
itfclf  at  Drogheda,  the  Ban  which  falls  into  the 
fea  near  Coleraine,  and  the  LiSey  on  which  the 
city  of  Dublin  is  fituated,  are  the  rivers  of  the 
moft  note  in  the  kingdom ;  though  there  arc  many 
others  which  contribute  both  to  the  health  and 
convenience  of  its  inhabitants. 
*  And  it  is  likewife  to  be  noted,  that  Ireland 
is  very  commodioufly  furnilhed  with  harbours, 
bays  and  havens,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Dublin,  Wa- 
terfbrd;  Cork,  Kingfalc,  Galway,  Sligoe,  Car- 
lingford,  Dundalk,  Carrickfergus>  &c.  which 
are  conveniently  fituated,  and  render  •  the  country 
the  moft  eligible  for  foreign  trade  and  commerce 
of  any  in  Europe. 

WwhU.  Ireland  is  faid  to  have  been  formerly  full  of 
woods,  but  at  cafe  is  fo  much  altered  that 
in  modem  days,  it  has  been  fbund  neceflary  to 
plant  new  ones,  and  to  ufe  every  method  for  their 
prefervatioh  and  incrcafe. 

Mountaini.  There  are  feveral  mountains  in  Irelaqd,  yet 
the  country  altogether  may  nrther  be  confidered 
ias  lying  low  and  level  to  .the  fhorcs.  We  find 
indeed  a  mountain  in  the  county  of  Down,  whofe 
perpendicular  height  is  computed  at  upwards  of 
ia  thoufand  yards ;  hvlt  this  diftridt  abounds  with 
the  higheft  hills,  and  fuch  are  not  common  in 
other  parts  of  the  kbgdom. 
/  •  ...  Xhc 
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The  mineral  produftions  of  this  country  havcjjl^'"'. 
been  little  known  till  of  late  years,  the  natives  iq 
general  having  given  themfelves  no  trouble  about 
them. — Nevenhelefe  iron,  copper,  lead, 'and  even 
filver  ore  have  been  found  in  the  Irilh  mines. — 
There  are  likewife  quarries  of  flate  and  marble  -,  arid 
the  earth  produces  m  fome  places  coals,  and  turf, 
for  firin^^  which  latter  many  of  the  bogs  contribute 
to  furnifli  it  with,  a  convenience,  that  is  too 
dearly  bought  at  the  expence  of  fo  many  acres  of 
ground  lying  ufelefs,  which  if  drained  and  culti- 
vated might  turn  to  fo  good  an  account,  and  add 
to  the  intrinfic  riches  of  the  country. 

The  weather  in  Ireland  being  much  the  fame  Weather, 
as  in  England,  the  produce  of  the  foil  where  it 
is  improved  is  very  little  different;  and  thofe 
fpots  where  cultivation  has  been  ufed  are  gene- 
rally fertile  and  particularly  rich  in  pafture,  though 
in  Ireland,  as  indeed  in  moft  other  countries  diere 
are  fome  barren  places  which,  as  well  as  the  marfh-  - 
grounds,  may  be  reckoned  among  the  unprofit- 
able parts  of  that  ifland. 

The  animal  produ£tions  of  Ireland  are  gene-^  Animals, 
rally  much  the  fame  with  diofe  of  England,  and 
though  fome  writers  have  aflerted  that  neither 
birds  nor  bees  were  to  be  found  there,  this  has 
proved  an  egregious  miftake,  as  honey  is  pro- 
ciuced  diere  as  well  as  in  other  countries,  and  Itore 
of  game  is  to  be  found  in  many  of  their  dif* 
tri&s. 

But  above  all  things,  Ireland  has  been  moft 
famous  for  breeding  no  venomous  animals,  a  cir- 
cumfhnce  in  which  thofe  who  have  written  con- 
cerning that  country  arc  generally  agreed;  and 
fome  have  even  carried  the  matter  fo  far  as  to 
fay  that  ferpents,  toads,  &c.  would  die,  if  tranf- 
portcd  thither  from  any  other  climate  ;  but  how 
true  focvcr  the  former  part  of  the  ftory  may  be, 
B  3  the; 


Natural 
curoifities, 

Boate. 


HISTORY    OF    IRELAND. 

the  latter  feertis  to  want  confirmation,  ♦  and 
certainly  a  thing  fo  very  wonderful  ought  to  be 
well  atteftcd  before  it  gains  credit  with  any  but  the 
ignorant  vulgar :  they  indeed,  who  for  the  moft 
part,  implicitly  believe  that  St.  Patrick  endued 
the  fend  with  this  quality,  will  never  be  back- 
ward in  enharicing  the  miracle  of  their  faint.— 
Neverthclefs,  all  reafonable  perfbns  will  judge 
that  whatever  benefit  of  this  kind  Ireland  poflcffes 
muft  arife  from  the  nature  of  the  air  or  foil ; 
and  fuch  will  not  be  over  credulous  in  regard 
to  the  reports  of  its  fudden  operation^  which  though 
we  may  not  pronounce  it  impoffible^  feems  rather 
to  exceed  the  bounds  of  moral  probabilhy. 

The  great  American  Moofe-Deer  is  generally 
thought  to  have  been  frequent  in  this  country, 
(though  now  entirely  extinft)  fame  horns  having 
been  dug  up  which,  by  their  fhape  and  fize,  the 
learned    have    concluded    could   belong    to    no 

other 


•  Witk  regard  to  this  point, 
Mr.  Alban  Butler,  (a  catholiclc 
writer)  reiident  of  St.  Onrer^s, 
in  his  Lives  of  Saints,    thus   cx- 

prcfles    hinfifelf, "    The     po- 

V  pular  tradition  (fays  he)  attri- 
''  butea  the  exemption  of  Ireland 
^  from  venoitious  crratures  to  the 
**  benediction  of  St/ Pairicky  given 
'•  by  his  ftaff  called  The  Staff  of 
**  Jcsua^  which  wa»  kept  with 
"  great  veneration  in  Dublin,  as  is 
<'  mentioned,  in  the  year  1540,  by 
f<  Ralph  Higden  in  his  Polychro- 
**  nicon  publiihed  by  Mr.  Gale  and 
''  Others  3"  and  he  adds  Immediate- 
ly ^fter,  «  The  Iftc  of  Maha  u 
«•  faid  to  derive  a  like  privilege 
*«  from  St.  Pau I,  who  wu  there  bitten 
«'  by  a  viper.''— —Bu^  there  is  not 
a  word  mentioned  of  the  extra- 
dVdinary  ^jx^Xxt^  (he  Jrt/h  cliihate  ia 
ejpdued  withy  of  killing  fuck  crea- 
tures when  traniported  thither } 
tiioiigh .  the  vtifgar  are  fhlly  per- 
fuafled  of  thii«  which'  they  attri- 
bute like   their  firft   expulfion   of 


them  to  their  tutelar  faint. — Nay 
they  affirm  that  any  perfon  et  either 
fex  being  dcfcended  from  the  an- 
cient Irifli,  can  cure  the  bite  of  a 
ferpent  by  a  tooch.-— It  is  indeed 
aflerted  that  fome  experiments  of 
this  kind  have  been  tried  ;  but  as 
I  faid  above^  I  cannot  find  them 
authenticated,  and  fuopofe  my  rea- 
ders cannot  expe^  tney  fhould  be 
fo — Many  other  creatures  harmiefs 
in  themfelves,  are  likewife  reported 
never  to  have  been  found  in  Ireland 
iintill  ^/^irhin  thfc  laft  century,  but 
when  brought  thither  have  increafed 
and  miiltlplied,  and  the  fame  has 
been  likewife  obferved  of  certain  per- 
nicious domeftic  vermin  never  knova 
there  before,  that  have  fpread  them- 
ielves  in  the  country,  fince  they 
have  been  introduced  among  them 
by  their  commerce  with  the  Engliflij 
a  quantity  of  thefe  laft  were  faid  to 
be  fiik  carried  ovor  by  a  wbitn* 
fical  nobleman^  in  order  try  ex- 
perimeats* 
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other  than  this  ftately  anitnal ;  one  pair  of  thefe 
was  found  nieafuring  full  ten  feet  ten  inches,  from 
the  tip  of  one  horn  to  that  of  the  other. 

Some  bones  of  an  extraordinary  fhape  and 
fize  have  alfo,  at  different  times,  been  du^  up  in 
Ireland,  which  ^ave  employed  the  conjedures 
of  the  curious,  many  of  whom  have  determind 
them  to  be  no  other  than  the  teeth  of  Elephants, 
afpccies  of  animals  as  little  likely  to  be  found  in 
that  climate,  as  the  Deer  abovemenrioned. 

Moft  of  thefe  things  are  commonly  and  mojft 
rationally  referred  either  to  the  general  or  fome 
partial  deluge,  which  having  altered  the  difpofi- 
don  of  land  and  water,  may  have  reduced  to 
the  form  and  fituation  of  iflands,  what  formerly 
were  parts  of  the  continent,  and  vice  verfd.  If  this 
is  not  fufiicient  to  account  for  thefe  extraordinary 
circumftamces,  we  muft  ^ven  leave  them  unac^ 
counted  for,,  and  acknowledge  that  they  muft  be 
ranked  among  the  cnanaoi  nature,  which  ehid« 
all  human  te^rches. 

But  one  of  the  ereatefl:  curioHties  in  Ireland^ 
is  efteethcd  that  vaft  pile  of  ftony  columns  com-^ 
tnonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  Gianfs  Caufe* 
wof^  eight  miles  from  Coleraine,  in  the  county 
of  Antrim,  which  a  learned  traveller  has  thus 
dcfcribed. 

^'  This  caufeway  (fays  he)  is  compofed  all  of 
angular  ihapes,  from  three  fides  to  eight.  The 
eaftern  point,  where  it  joins  the  rock,  terminates 
in  a  perpendicular  cliff,  formed  by  the  upright 
fides  of  the  pillars,  fortie  of  which  are  thirty-diree 
feet  four  inches  high*,  each  pillar  con|ifts  of 
B  4  feveral 

*  Tk«     (affle     gentlenaa    (Dr.  till  it  wm  loA  la  the  lea.    ITpoii 

Fococke)  fayt  he  meafured  the  moft  meafuring    the   eaftern    point,    he 

wcAerljr  poiAt,    at    high-water,  to  found  it  five  hundred  and  forty  feet 

the  diftance  of  diree  huodred  and  from  the  tWff,  and  faw  as   much 

fizty  feet  from  the  cKff }  b«it  was  more  of  it  as    the  other,    which 

t»U  that  at  low.water  it  extended  winds  to  the  eaft,  and  ts»  like  that, 

fixty  (cet  farther,  npon  a  deicent,  loft  in  (h#  water. 
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fcvcral  jomts  or  ftoncs,  lying  one  upon  another, 
from  fix  inches  to  about  twelve  in  thicknefs  ; 
and,  what  is  very  furprifing,  fome  of  thdc  joints 
arc  fo  convex,  that  their  pre-eminences  arc  nearly 
quarters  of  fphcres,  round  which  is  a  ledge  that 
holds  them  together  wi^h  the  greateft  firmneis, 
every  ftone  being  concave  on  the  other  fide,  and 
fitting  in  the  cxafteft  manner  the  convexity  of  the 
part  of  that  beneath  it.  The  pillars  arc  from  one 
to  two  feet  in  diameter,  and  generally  confift  pf 
about  forty  joints,  moft  of  which  feparate  very 
cafily  i  and  one  may  walk  along  upon  the  tops  a£ 
pillars  as  far  as  to  the  edge  of  the  water. 

"  From  the  bottom  which  is  of  black  ftone  to 
the  height  of  about  fixty  feet,  the  clifis  are  divid* 
ed  at  equal  diftances  by  ftripes  of  a  reddiih  ftone 
that  refembles  a  cement,    about  four  inches  in 
thicknefs ;  upon  this  there  is  another  ftratum  of 
the  fame  black  ftone,   with  another  five  inches 
thick  of  the  red.    Over  this  is  likewifc  a  ftratum 
ten  feet  thick,  divided  in  the  fame  manner,  then 
one  of  the  red  ftone  twenty  feet  deep,  and  above 
that  a  pile  of  upright  pillars,  and  a  ftratum  of  black 
ftone  twenty  feet  high,  over  this  again  rifes  another 
pile  of  pillars,  which  in  fome  places  reaches  to  the 
tops  of  the  clifi^s,  in  others  not  fo  high ;  and  in 
other  places  again  above  them,   where  they  are 
called  chimnies. rThe  face  of  thefe  clifis  ex- 
tends about  three  Englilh  miles." 
ConftitB.        The  feafons   in  Ireland  being  temperate;    the 
tion,  com-  winters  feldom  fevere,  and  the  fummers  moderate,  the 
tem^o*f"  country  is  in  general  very  wholefome,  though  it  is 
the  ixUk.    likely  it  would  be  much  more  fo,  if  the  bogs  were 
drained,  and  the  wafte  lands  cultivated. — However, 
as  it  is,  the  natives  are  moftly  ftrong  and  vigorous, 
and  as  little  fubjeft  to  difeafes  as  thofe  of  moft  other 
nations  in  Europe. — The  men  being  in  general  tall 
and  ftoutly  made,  and  the  women  healthy  and  well 

proportioned 
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proportioned — ^With  regard  to  their  conftitution  and 
complexion,  the  natives  like  thofe  of  all  other  coun* 
tries  that  are  peopled  by  different  colonies,  partake 
in  a  great  nieafure  of  their  anceftors  nature — Thus 
the  Irifh  of  what  is  called  the  Pak^  vary  (bmewhat 
from  thofe  planted  at  Newry  in  ftature  and  com* 
plezion,  both  differmg  (till  morefrom  the  mere  Irilfa, 
or  aborigines  of  the  country.*  Thefe  latter  inherit 
the  nature  and  conftitution  of  their  fathers,  and,  ge- 
nerally (peaking,  give  evident  figns  of  the  ancient 
ftock  trom  whence  they  are  defcended.  As 
I  have  already  given  a  general  fketch  of  their 
cuftoms,  diet,  and  manner  of  living,  in  the  In** 
troduftion,  I  fliall  not  dwell  on  farther  particulars 
of  that  kind  in  this  department,  but  conclude  here 
the  dcfcription  of  the  nature  of  the  foil,  cli* 
mate,  &c.  and  advert  to  the  Hiftorical  Account 
of  the  Kingdom, 

THE 


*  Sir  Jamei  Ware  carries  this  dtf- 
tindion  yet  farther^  in  the  following 
conjedure.  .*'  It  may  perhaps  be 
^  judge4  9n  over*nice  obfervation, 
"  (fays  he)  chat  the  inhabitants  of 
**  diffiercnt  parts  of  Ireland  yet  feem 
"  to  retain  fome  refemblaoce  to  the 
'*  people  from  whom  they  are  fup- 
"  pofed  ori^aally  to  have  come. 
"  Thos  the  natives  along  tl.e  w<eft* 
**  era  coafty  who  are  thought  to 
**  have  coma  from  Spain,  as  being 
**  the  oppofice  continent  to  them, 
"  fcnerally  refemble  the  Spaniards 
<*  in  their  perfons,  being  t^U  and 
"  Aendcr,  finely  limbed,  having 
"  grave,  fedate  counenances,  long 
**  eye-bfows  and  lank,  dark  hair. 


"  whereu  the  natives  on  the  oor- 
**  them  and  eaftera  coafts,  who  are 
**  .fuppoied  to  have  come  from  Bri- 
"  tain  aAd  probably  into  Briuin 
**  from  Gaul,  are  of  afquat,  fet  fta- 
'"  ture,  have  /hort  broad  faces, 
"  thick  lips,  hollow  iyes  and  nofea 
"  cocked  up  and  feem  to  be  a  diftinft 
**  people  from  the  weftern  Irifli,  by 
'*  whom  they  are  called  Clani^Galls, 
"  i.  e.  the  offspring  of  the  Galls. 
**  The  curious  may  carry  thefe  obfer« 
"  vations  farther  :  doubtlrfi  a  long 
**  intercourfe  and  various  mixtures 
<'  of  the  natives  have  much  worn  out 
«  thefe  diftin^ions,  of  which  I 
*'  think  there  arc  yet  vifible  xc- 
^  n^ins. 
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THE  General  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  is  the  ck^eBt 
of  my  aim  with  which  I  (hall  now  proceecl, 
deducing  it  from  the  earlieft  periods  of  which  we 
can  exped  any  authentic  account,  and  continuing 
it  with  as  much  precifion  as  the  nature  of  the  fub« 
jed  will  admit,  through  thofe  obfcure  and  uncer* 
tatn  ages,  till  the  more  enlightened  periods,  after 
their  converfion  to  diriftianity,  (hall  have  fiirniihed 
more  profitable  materials  for  the  completicm  of 
this  arduous  undertaking. 

— It  will  doubtlefs  be  expefted  that  I  (hould 
give  fome  account  from  whence  Ireland  derived  Its 
ancient  names,  as  well  as  from  what  ftock  its  pri- 
mitive iettlers  were  deicended,  both  which  are  mat* 
ters  that  have  occaAoned  the  warmei):  difputes 
among  authors,  as  the  records  of  thofe  times  from 
whence  they  fought  to  draw  their  information 
were  wrapped  in  the  moft  perplexing  obfcurity. 

^"^Is^rf  ^^  ^^  ^^^  P'^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  names  of  Ireland— 
h^ii.  It  is  called  lerne,  Hibernia,  and  fometimes  Sco« 
tia,  which  latter  appellation  it  appears  to  have 
obtained  before  ever  it  was  applied  to  modern  Scot- 
land.— The  origin  of  thefc  names  has  been  vari- 
oufly  accounted  for. 

According  to  fome,  Ireland  was  firft  called  Icrnc, 
(and  thence  Hibernia,)  from  the  Phoenician  lernc, 
others  again  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  called  Hiber- 
nia, q.  d.  The  Winter  Land-,  -  intimating  that  it  was 
a  cold  country ;  to  this  though  it  is  anfwered  on 
the  other  hand,  that  Ireland  is  not  a  very  cold  or 
wintry  climate,  yet  thofe  wjio  maintain  this  a(rer- 
tion,  fupport  it  by  faying  that  this  ifle.  being  (o  re- 
motely fituated  and  its  louthermoft  coaft  more 
northerly  fituate  than  that  of  Britain,  the  ancients 
might  probably  have  imagined  it  to  be  a  cold 

country^. 


HISTORY    ot     IRELAND.         it 

country,  (though  later  times  have  difcovcrcd  the 
error)  and  thus  it  was  fuppoled, 

"  The  Grecian  bards  record  her  in  their  ftrains, 
**  Frozen  Icrne,  bound  in  icy  chains." 

And  Camden  is  of  opinion  that  Ireland  is  the 
fame  with  the  Ogygia  of  Plutarch,  under  which 
fuppolition  the  poem  was  written  from  whence  the 
above  lines  are  quoted. 

To  thcfe  conjeftures  two  others  are  added,  one 
that  the  ifland  received  its  name  from  Heber,  and 
the  other  that  it  received  its  appellation  from  Iri  or 
Ir,  one  of  the  Milefian  chiefs,  who  was  the  firft  man 
t(  their  colony  that  was  ever  buried  in  that  country, 
which  was  afterwards  diftinguifhed  as  the  grave  of 
Ir; — who  this  Ir  was  we  fhall  fee  in  the  courfe  of 
the  hiftory. 

But  it  feems  more  probable  if  the  Spaniards  fet- 
tled in  Ireland  that  the  name  of  Hibernia  Was  de- 
rived from  that  of  Iberia,  the  word  having  either  fined 
been  corrupted,  or  as  fome  modem  Wftorians  fup- 
pofe,  purpofely  altered  in  order  to  diftinguifh  tnc 
colony  from  the  mother  country. 

There  is  yet  another  name  by  which  Ireland  was 
formerly  known  that  has  occafioned  as  many  difputes 
as  any  of  the  former  •,-— it  appearsthat  Ireland  was 
tailed  Scotia,  before  Scotland  was  peopled,  and  af* 
terwards  Scotia  Major  by  way  of  eminence,  both 
which  are  fafts  that  the  natives  of  North-Britain 
arc  by  no  means  willing  to  allow. — Neverthelefs  it 
is  clear  from  Bcde  *  and  other  ancient  writers  that 
the  Scyths,  Scuyts,  or  Scots,  Aril  fettled  in  Ireland^ 
which  gained  from  them  the  name  of  Scotia,  and 
wbofe  natives  the  Britons  termed  y-Scot  ^  and  it 

was 

^  it  it  faii  hy  Bcde,  that  a  nnioA  that  |>coplc,  who  perruaded  them  t« 

9i  the  Mftf  friMn  Scythia  failing  in  go  to  the  noftlicro  part*  of  Britain^ 

aa  iatcat  they  had  foraied  to  (ettlc  whcit  they  aftarwaidt  took  up  thttr 

thcmfchrcs    amoag    the    Scott    in  abode. 
IxeUod^  obtained  wivci  fioai  among 
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was  from  thence  that  a  colony  went  over  afterwards 
and  fettled  in  the  Hebrides  and  in^that  part  of 
Britain  which  we  now  call  Scotland — And  bcfides, 
as  we  often  iind  Ireland  cxprefsly  termed  Scotia  by 
ancient  writers  before  Scotland  was  known  by  that 
name,  there  feems  to  remain  no  doubt  but  that  the 
Scyths  or  Scots  were  firft  planted  in  the  country 
which  firft  bore  that  appellation. 

— And  thus  much  for  the  different  names  of 
Ireland.  *  We  Ihall  in  confequence  proceed  next 
to  enquire  into  what  concerns  the  origin  of  the  an* 
cient  Iriih,  and  the  firil  peopling  of  their  country. 

And  here  I  am  led  into  a  labyrinth,  through 
the  intricacies  of  which  an  hiftorian  has  need 
of  a  very  exa£t  clue  to  guide  him,  left  he  fliould 
be  loft  in  fable  on  the  one  hand,  or  deviate 
into  error  and  incredulity  on  the  other.  It  is  nc- 
ceffary  indeed,  to  premife.  That  the  origin  of  moft 
nations  is,  ^nerally  fpeaking,  involved  in  clouds 
and  obfcurity,  on  which  account  the  beft  hif- 
torians,  are  often  obliged  to  offer  conjedtures  be-' 
caufc  ceruinties  are  not  to  be  come  at, — In  this 
cafe,  no  other  reafon  can  be  given,  but  the  bar* 
rennefs  of  the  period,  no  otlicr  excufe  offered  but 
that  of  unavoidable  neceflxty. 

Indeed  if  I  were  difpofed  to  fill   this  hiftory 
with    all  the   rubbifli  of    ancient  fable,    I  neejl 
not  be  at  a  lofs  for  materials,  nor  even  for  au- 
thorities. 


•  ThU  conntry  hai  indeed  bceJI  which   they  report   to    have    been 

koown   by   other  names,    (uch   as  brought  from  theiice  by  King  Fergus 

J^iveroa,  (probably  a  corruption  of  to  Scotland,    and  tranlported   IrOm 

Icrne)  and  Keating  tells  us  it  was  alfo  Scotland  to  England  by  our  James  I. 

called  Inis  na  bhfiodhbhurdhc,   t^e  on  the  fiitb  of  an  ancient  prophecy, 
^'oody  ifland — Crioch  na  bhfuincad-    .  That  wherever  that  ftone  was  found 

hoc,  or  the  neighbouring  country —  the  Scots  ^ould  reign.— I  have  not 

Inis   Alga,   or  the  noble  iHand,— •  dwelt  long  on  thefe  particulars  be- 

Fodhla  from  a  name  of  one  queen, —  caufe    the   repetition  of  all   thefe 

Bamba,  from  that  of  another, — Mui-  names  muft  be  rather  curious  than 

cinis,  or  the  iOe  of  Swine, — and  Inis  entertaining,    and   the  reafoni  for 

Fail,  or  the  Land  of  Deftiny  on  ac«  feme  of  them  feemoot  to  be  properly 

count  df  the  fuppofed  fatal  ilone>  authenticated. 
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thoritics,  fuch  as  they  are,  but  as  this  is  by  no 
means  my  ain:i,  I  fliall  content  myfelf  with  a  bare 
recital  of  what  is  faid  to  have  paffed  during  the 
more  obfcure  ages,  merely  for  the  fake  of  con- 
tinuing th^  thread  of  the  (lory,  and  dwell  only  pn 
fuch  places  as  have  either  hiftorical  truth,  or  the 
ftrongeft  grounds  of  probability  to  fupport  them. 

In  the  firft  place  •, — thofe  authors,  who  delight  in  ^^  ^ 

^     .  -    *        .       .  -     .  '    .         ,       o     .      the  anaeat 

fetting  up  the  antiquity  of  the  countries  they  write  iriflu 
of,  have' entertained  us  with  a  moft  wonderful 
account  of  fettlements  made  in  Ireland  before 
the  general  deluge  ♦,  others  more  modeftly  de-; 
rive  their  firft  accounts  from  a  colony  fettled  iii 
Ireland  by  one  Partholanus,  a  defcendant  of  Magog 
the  fon  of  Japhet,  who  aiming  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  Nimrod,  and  fet  himfclf  up  as  a  {ovt^ 
reign,  fetting  out  with  a  thoufand  followers  to 
difc6ver  new  lands,  at  length  reached  the  Iriih 
ihores,  having  firft  been  expelled  from  Greece^ 
where  his  parents  had  become  the  viftims  of  his 
ambition,  that  could  be  contented  with  nothing 
Icfs  than  a  kingdom.  --Having  made  himfelf  mat- 
ter 

*  According  to  fome  of  thcfe^  were  tdrifed  by  tA  i^  to  buiU 

three  of  Cain*t  <laia|;hteri  C&iled  to  an  ark  of  their  owa,  which  accordp 

Ir^nd,  three  hundred  yean  b(*fore  ingty  they  did,  and  being  ignorant 

«he  flood— —and    afterwardt  .three  of  the  time  the  flood  ihould  happei^ 

men  and  fifty  woolen  arrived  there,  embarking  with  othen,  after  a  t^iout 

•H  of  whom  died  of  one  diftem>  and  dangeroos  voyage,  arrived  in  bf- 

fcr  in  a  week's  time,  and  then  the  land  forty  dayi  beiwe  the  waters  begaa 

land  remained  uninhabited  until  the  to  overfpread  the  earth,  according  to 

woiid  was  drowned.  his  relation,   bot  all  thefe    adveii- 

Another  account  placee  the  pco*  turers  died  fix  days  before  the  flood 

pling  the  ifle  twelve  months  before  and  left  the  land  unirhabited,  whijft 

the  flood,  fay  three  flfliermeny  whofe  another  yet  more  extraordinary  addi, 

aamet    they  tell  ut,    were    Capa,  that'  one  of   the    voyagen  named 

taighre,  and  Luaful.  Fiontoa  even  furvived  the  general 

But  the  moft  folemnly  and  cir-  deluge— I     have    prefented    thefe 

cumflaaciaMy  rtdicaloua  d  thefe  an-  fictions  rather  at  a  fpectmcn  of  the 

•  (idiluviaa    fables,    it   that    which  abilities  of  the  bardt  it  iaventinf 


the  expedition  of  a  cer*  iidlions  and  a  proof  how  little  their 

Cain    woman   named  Xea&r,    the  accounts  are  to  be  depended  on,  tham 

4rift  of  Bith,  who  having  on  the  for  ao^  pleafure  the  reader  can  re- 

yoH'^'-y  o^  Noah  coiKerning  the  ccive  in  peru£ng  or  1  ia  ftlatijig 

deluge  aflied  and  been  denied  a  place  them. 
ia  the  aik,  ihe  and  her  hu&and 
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ter  of  the  iiknd,  bis  people  bcg^n  to  clear  away 
the  woods  with  which  it  then  abounded  and  to 
cultivate  the  Ibil,  in  which  undertakings  they 
met  with  great  fuccefs.  And  thus,  fay  they,  was 
Ireland  firft  inhabited. — JBut  ynhappily  a  cer* 
^tain  band,  of  the  ftock  of  Nimrod,  whom  they 
termed  Fonnorians, .  or  giants,  arriving  amongft 
ihem,  atten^pted  to  fubdue  the  country;  after 
maoy  defperate  engagements  they  were  at  laft 
routed  by  the  Parthoianians,  and  far  the  greater 
part  of  them  dellroyed  on  one  decifive  day. 
But  the  dead  carcaiTes  o£  thcfe  Formorians  be* 
ing  d<rnied  burial,  it  is  faid  the  ftench  occafioned 
a  plague  which  prefently  fwept  off  th(t  vi&oip 
and  left  the  land  uninhabited  *. 

About  thirty  years  afterwards,  Nemedius,  ano«* 
jther  defcendant  of  Magog,  with  above  a  thou^ 
fynd  men  arrived  in  Ireland,  and  fettling  in  the 
country  b<^n  to  improve  it  as  Partholainus  had 
done  before  him  §  *,  but  fome  Fomorians  being 
ampngft  his  followers,  they  took  occafion  to  revolt, 
as  fome  fay,  after  many  bloody  batdes  they  were  ac 
4aft  quite  fubdued  :  whilft  others  afiert  that  thefe 
Fomorians  being  inhabitants  of  Africa,  at  length 
.withdrew  to  Atrica  from  whence  they  brought 
fuch  numerous  forces  as  totally  overthrew  the 
Nemedians,  and  efiefted  the  conqucft  of  the 
illand. 

But  according  to  this  account,  fome  of  the 
Kemedians  retiring  to  Belgia,  their  defcendants 
(now  firfl:  called  Firl  Bolgs  Q,  for  which  appellatbn 
various  contradidory  reafons  have  been  afligned) 

returned 

-*  Thia  Nemedius  (they  tell  vt)  f  He  it  reported  to  htte  ctufed 

found  only    three   lakes  and  nine  twelre  woods  to  be  cat  down,  an! 

rivers  on  his  arrival  in  Ireland,  but  It  is  added  alfo  that  four  lakes  more 

that   before  his  death  feven   lakes  broke  out  in  his  time.                     ' 

more  broke  out,  which  wu  withta  I  Men  of  the  CaTes,  or  Creepiiif 

•  ^od  of  thirty  yean.  Men* 
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returned  i^in,  to  the  number  of  iive  tJioufknd« 
and  once  more  took  poflei&on  of  their  country. 

Theie  tranfadions  are  faid  to  have  happened  before 
the  year  of  the  world  2700,  but  it  cannot  be  exped* 
ed  that  the  date  of  thena  can  be  fixed  with  any  de* 
gree  of  precifion,  iince  writers  are  divided  in  re- 
gard to  their  opinion  of  naany  of  the  circum- 
ftaaoes  which  attend  them. — Nor  indeed  is  it  likely 
that  any hiftorianof  this  enlightened  age  would  rifque 
his  credit  even  on  the  fads  themfelves  j — ^modern 
writers  are  inclined  to  think  the  whole  ftory  of  a 
faclement  in  Ireland,  down  to  this  period  a  mens 
iable,  and  I  fee  no  realbn  to  controvert  their  opinn 
ion;  finoe  it  muft  be  owned  to  carry  with.ic  all 
the  air  of  a  poetical  fidion. 

That  Ireland  was  firfi:  peopled  by  a  colonf 
from  Britain  is  highly  probable,  as  the  conjee^ 
ture  is  warranted  by  its  fituation,  and  then  what  be* 
comes  of  the  voyages  of  Partholonus  and  Neme- 
dius,  and  the  tales  of  the  Fomorians,  not  to  fay 
any  ^io^  of  Noah's  neice,  and  of  thofe  who  arrived 
there  betorc  the  general  deluge. 

To  proceed  with  the  narration : — thcfe  Firl- 
bolgs  are  taoA  likely  to  have  been  Belgians,  or 
foudiern  Britdns,  who  fettled  in  Ireland  at  a  veiy 
early  period,  where  they  remained  till  anpthef 
colony  (known  by  the  name  of  Tuatha  de  Danans) 
difpofleflcd  them.  Thefe  aUb,  the  Irifli  report 
CO  have  been  the  pofterity  of  Nemedius  who  be* 
ing  driven  away  by  the  Africans,  had  fmce  wan* 
doped  over  Greece  where  they  learned  magic,  and 
amongft  other  extraordinary  arts,  had  acquired 
that  of  reftoring  to  life  the  bodies  of  perfons 
flain  in  battle^  by  the  exercife  of  which,  and 
other  fuch  fiipernatural  powers,  they  became  maf- 
tttrs  of  the  iCkaad ;  on  which  the  ddfeated  Belgians 
redred  to  the  Hebrides;  notwithftanding  they 
returned  again    when   another  colony   began  to 

diflurb 
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difturb  their  former  enemies  in  the  polIibfSon  <^ 
their  newly  acquired  conquelL  However,  joining 
thefe  ftrangers,  they  were  again  equally  unfortu- 
nate. The  Tuatha  de  Danans  were  vidorious, 
and  the  vanquifhed  were  kept  in  a  mofl  wretched 
flavery,  in  which  they  remained  till  the  arrival  of 
the  Milefians  from  Spain,  who  put  an  end  to  the 
Dannonian  government,  after  it  had  continued 
near  197  years,  and  once  more  reflored  the 
Belgians  to  their  liberties. 

This  period  of  the  Irifli  hiftory  is  likewife  filled 
with  the  moftabfurd  fables  about  the  enchantments 
of  the  Tuatha  de  Danans,  with  which  at  prefent 
I  (liall  not  trouble  my  readers. — After  all,  it  is 
probable  they  were  only  Dannonian  Britons,  who 
brought  with  them  the  laws,  cuftoms,  and  fupcr- 
ftitionsof  thedruids,  which  the  ignorance  of  thofe 
times  miftook  for  forcery,  and  accordingly  fct 
them  down  for  wizards  and  enchanters,  the  peo* 
pie  at  that  time  being  involved  in  grols  idola- 
try,, adoring  wood  and  iron,  and  paying  divine 
honours  to  the  fun. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  the  famous  asra  of  the 
Milefian  conqueft,  the  firft  from  which  we  can 
derive  anv  certain  inftruftion  or  infornution,-~ 
As  to  what  has  been  related  above,  all  candid 
and  judicious  writers  will  own  that  it  is  involved 
in  the  mifts  of  error,  and  buried  in  the  clouds  of 
nble  and  obfcurity.  Nevertheleis,  I  thought  it  pro- 
^jper  to  give  a  brief  recital  of  the  ftories  as  they 
ire  generally  told,  and  16ave  the  reader  to  deter- 
nine  what  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  them, 
fince,  on  the  one  hand,  to  have  related  them  for 
fads  muft  have  called  in  queftion  the  credit  of 
this  work,  whilft  on  the  other,  it  might  be 
thought  too  negligent  in  an  hiftorian  entirely  to 
omit  the  mention  of  them. 

I  know 
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I  doubt   not  but  there  are  Ibtne  people  who 
arc  fo  fond  of  fables  b  general,  and  others  who  are   ' 
To  ftrongly  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  antiquities 
of  djeir  country,  that  they  think  it  is  fcarcely  pof- 
fibk  ever  to  fay  too  many  extraordinary  things  on  ' 
ihcfe  fubjefts — In  the  opinion  of  fuch,  it  will  be 
deemed  unpardonable  to  have  difmiflcd  io  haftily 
the  adventures  of  the  fuppofed  firft  fettlers   in 
Ireland"-<*I   can  only  refer  them  to  the  waking 
dreams  of  bards  and  druids,  or  to  thofe  who  have 
coU^&ed  thefe  tales  in  large  volumes  for  the  enter* 
tainmcntof  the  curious  in  thefe  matters,  I  mean 
fuch  as  are  rather  inclined  to  read  a  pleafani  ftory' 
than  a  true  one^  and  will  neceiTarily  prefer  a  fable 
toahiftory. 

I  am  well  aware  however,  that  is  but  too  true, 
that  to  authorides  like  thefe  the  firft  writers  of 
hiftory  have  been  too  often  obliged  to  have  recourse 
for  materials.  Where  that  has  been  the  cafe,  alt 
that  remsuned  was  for  them  to  klcGt  with  judgement 
the  few  truths  which  appear  fcattered  up  and  dowa 
beneath  the  rubbifti  of  fable  ;^--But  where  inftead 
of  this,  they  admit,  dwell  upon,  and  even  add  to 
the  improbable  relations  they  find,  they  certainly  be- 
come mexcufable.  Yet  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth,  a$ 
well  as  fome  others  have  adopted  fuch  a  maxim  in 
our  Britifli  hiftory,  and  whoever  looks  over  the  an- 
tiquities of  the  Iriih  will  find  they  have  not  been  a(  . 
all  behind-hand  with  him  in  fables  and  abfurdities. 

Certainly,  it  cannot  be  too  much  lamiented 
that  thofe  who  really  lived  near  the  periods  which 
they  wrote  of,  have  often  been  too  ignorant,  (tilt 
oftener  too  partial,  to  give  a  true  account  of  what 
palled  in  their  time.  On  the  contrary,  they  have 
ufcd  their  utmoft  art  to  alter  or  difguife  the  truths 
which  they  fuppofed  never  grateful  without  th^ 
added  ornaments  of  fiiftion,  even  when  mbft  favbur^ 
able  to  thcm^  arid  which,  when  otherwife^  they  did 

Vol,.  L  C  not 
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not  make  the  leaft  ceremony  of  totally  fubvertbg  or 
concealing. 

It  is  to  thefe  circumftances  that  the  hiftorian  owes 
fomeof  his  grcateft  labours  and  perplexities,  to  which 
may  be  added  the  deftruftion  of  authentic  records 
and  the  little  likelihood  there  generally  is  of  obtun- 
ing  a  clear  infightinto  manners  and  cuftoms  which  no 
longer  exift,  the  candid  reader  will  therefore  excufe 
little  deficiencies,  and  be  fatisfied  with  what  can  be 
obtained  where  no  more  authentic  materials  are  to  be 
had,  more  efpeci ally  when  he  is  informed  that  the 
copioufnefs  of  modern  times  will  make  fome  amends 
for  the  barrennefs  of  the  remoter  periods, 

I  would  not,  however,  be  underftood  to  aflert  that 
this  hiftory  will  always  be  abfolutely  without  excep- 
tion more   entertaining  in  its   progrefs,    nor  that 
we  have  here  come  to  the  end  of  all  its  perplexities, 
but  it  is  moft  certain  that  we  have  now  got  through 
the  moft  obfcure  and  fabulous  age  as  it  is  generally 
allowed  to  be,  and  it  was  therefore,  I  deemed  this 
a  proper  paufe  for  thefc  obfervations,  which  might 
not  be  altogether  impertinent  before  I  proceeded 
with  the  hStory. 
Mjfcfiant        A  leader  of  the  name  of  Ith,  a  prince  among  the 
Ireland.      Milefians who  after  various  adventures  had  fettled  in 
Spain,  drew  forth  a  new  colony  and  failed  from  Ga- 
licia,  in  order  to  make  difcoverics.    This  Ith  land- 
ed in  the  north  of  Ireland,  where  the  Dannonians 
or  Tuatha  de  Danans  were  then  fettled  and  having 
enquired  concerning  the  nature  of  their  government 
was  informed  that  it  was  Ihared  between  three  bro- 
thers, who  being  involved  in  fome  difputes  con- 
cerning property,  on  his  being  introduced  to  them 
chofe  him  for  their  umpire.  After  a  very  fair  decifion, 
we  are  informed  that  he  told  the  kings  he  intended  to 
'  return  to  his  fhip  which  lay  waiting  for  him.*   But 

having 

*  Tke  numlier  of  mea  he  brought      hundred  and  fiftr,  fifty  of  whom  he 
front  Spain  amouniei  onl/  u  om      bad  left  behiad  him  at  tht  port. 
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having  faid  much  in  praife  of  the  fertility  of  the 
ifland,  the  kings  refolv^d  to  deftroy  him,  left  if  he 
fliould  return  in  fafety  to  Spain,  he  might  bring 
over  an  armed  force  from  thence  to  invade  their 
dominions.  On  this  account,  one  of  thefe  princes 
purfued  Ith  with  a  larger  body  of  men  than  his 
own.  Being  overtaken,  the  Milefian  and  his  com* 
pany  fought  valiantly,  but  though  he  got  back  to 
the  (hip  he  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  engage* 
ment,  to  the  great  grief  of  his  little  army,  who, 
on  their  return,  excited  the  refentment  of  their  coun- 
trymen, who  immediately  rcfolved  on  another  ex* 
pcdition  to  Ireland  to  revenge  his  death. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  ambition  and  a  defire 
of  conqueft  were  motives  which  had  their  (hare 
in  this  undertaking. — The  expedition  was  condudt- 
cd  by  the  fons  of  Milcfius,  (their  father  being 
dead)  thefe  brought  with  them  a  numerous  body 
of  men,  who  embarked  in  thirty  veflels  under 
forty  approved  commanders,  and  landed  not  with- 
out much  difficulty  on  the  Irifh  coaft,  a  great 
fog  or  mift  having  very  much  perplexed  them  in 
their  attempt*,  at  length  however  they  carried 
their  point,  and  having  difembarked  their  men, 
Amergin,  one  of  the  fons  of  Milefius  went  in 
perfon  to  the  kings  of  the  Tuatha  de  Danans,  and 
demanded  a  furrender  of  their  dominions,  or  elfe 
declared  that  he  would  give  them  battle,  in  order 
to  revenge  the  death  of  Ith,  whom  they  had  fo 
trcacheroufly  murdered. 

And  here  a  ftrange  cifcumftance  occurs  in  theKeatinf. 
hiftorv ;  for  we  are  told,  thefe  princes  perceiving 
Amergin  to  be  a  man  of  great  judgement  and  can- 
dour, acknowledged  that  they  were  not  prepared 
CO  fight  his  forces,  and  promifed  to  fubmit  to  fuch 
C  2  ^con- 

^  *  THt  Btf«3fl  retoH  thit  the  that  thereby  they  caufcd  the  lanA 
Tcatha  it  Dasant  nifed  thii  laift  to  refem'^le  a  hos*f  hack,  -  from 
k*    ihttr  «ncL4Jitiiitnu^    lad   M      ^hsoce  it  waa  a^Ud  Swine-Iflakd* 
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conditions  as  he  fhould  prefcribe,  adding,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  if  he  prrfumcd  to  aft  unjuftly,  they 
would  certainly  take  advantage  of  their  fuperior 
art  to  dellroy   him.    On  this,  Amergin  propofed 
that  his  Gadelians  fliould  immediate^  repair  on 
ihip-board,  and  then  if  the  Tuatha  de  Danans 
could  hinder  their  landing  ag^n  that  they  fhould 
depart,    but  if.  it  fell  out    otherwifc    the    for- 
mer fhould  have  the  ifland  delivered  up  to  them. 
The  confequence  was  that  the  tcrnis  being  acceptr 
cd,  the  Gadelians  had  no  fooner  weighed  anchor, 
and  rempved  from  the  fhore,  than  a  violent  ftorm 
arofe,  which  difperfed  their  fleet,  dafhed  many  of 
their  (hips  to  pieces  againfl  the  rocks,  and  de- 
ftroyed  five  of  the  fons  of  Milefius,  and  fomc  of 
their    beft  commanders ;    among  thefe  perifhed^ 
that  Ir,  from  whom,  as  I  mentioned  above,  fome 
fay  the  ifle  derived  its  name. — However,  Hebcr, 
Hercmon,  and  Amergin,  three  furviving  fons  of 
Milefius,  coming  on  more  with  the  Ihattered  rem- 
nants of  their  forces,  engaged  the  Dannonians   in 
two  bloody  batdes,   one  of   which  was  fought 
by  Hebcr   againfl    Eire,    the  wife  of   an    Irifh 
prince,   and  the  other  by  Heremon  and  Amergin 
againlt  the  whole  force  of  die  country:  in  the 
latter,  the  three  kings  being  flain,-  the  Milefians 
remained  clear  vidtors,  and  Heber  and  Heremon 
became  joint  rulers  of  Ireland. 

There  is  fomething  extraordinary  in  this  rela- 
tion ;  for  not  to  mention  that  the  florm  in  which 
the  Milefians  fufiercd  fo  much,  is  faid  to  have 
been  raifed  by  the  forcefy  of  tKe  Tuatha  de  Da- 
nans,  it  feems  a  little  ftrange  that  Amergin. know- 
ing the  trouble  his  people  had  in  their  firft  at- 
tempt to  land  upon  the  coafl,  fhould  (after  the 
enemy  had  confefled  their  weaknefs)  of  his  own 
accord  reduce  them  to  the  probability  of  fuch  a 
rifque  again.-^I  know  very  well  that  m  ancient 

times. 
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tifnc%  where  Fame  only  was  the  objcdk  of  conten* 
tion,  whole  armies  would  (bmetimes"  challenge  each 
other  to  a  pitched  and  equal  battle,  but  where 
revenge  and  a  thirft  of  dominion  were  united^ 
where  treachery  had  already  been  ufcd  on  the  one 
iide,  and  no  dependance  could  be  placed  by  the 
other,  concclTions  like  thefe  were  by  no  means  to 
be  expefted,  and  if  the  Milefian  cluef  fo  circum- 
ftancctl  really  made  fuch,  his  generofity  was  more 
to  be  admired  than  his  prudence,  and  it  was  rather 
owing  to  chance  than  to  any  cbnduft  of  his  that 
all  the  Gadelians  were  not  utterly  deftroyed. 

Indeed  through  the  Irifti  writers  have  given  the 
above  account,  yet  if  I  were  to  offer  a  conjedurc, 
I  Ihould  rather  fufped):  that  the  Milefians  failed  in 
their  firft  attempt  upon  Ireland,  and  their  flfcec 
•  being  difperfed  by  a  tempeft,  they  were  driven  on  • 
different  parts  of  the  coaft,  where  probably  they 
were  relieved  by  the  Firl-Bolgs  or  Belgians,  whom 
we  mentioned  before,  and  entering  into  an  alliance 
with  them,  at  laft  proved  too  ftrong  for  the  Tua- 
tha  de  Danans  or  Dannonians,  who  little  expeded 
their  return,  and  fo  became  mafter$  of  the  coun- 
try. 

This,  indeed,  is  but  a  conjedure;  but  the  ac- 
count before  me  is  fuch  as  warrants  it-, — the  abrupt 
claim — ^the  voluntary  refcinding  it — ^thc  tempeft 
raiied  by  enchantment — the  fluttered  remainis  of 
fliipwrecked'  forces  vi£^orious,  and  in  two  engage- 
ments deciding  the  fate  of  the  ifland — all  thefe 
clrcumftances  ftrongly  indicate,  that  fomething 
has  been  concealed  or  omitted.— —In  fuch  cafes 
the  furmiies  of  the  hiftorian  are  warrantable,  when 
they  are  fupported  by  probability  and  delivered 
only  as-  fuch,  not  intruded  upon  the  belief  or 
judgment  of  the  reader. — 

It  is  here  to  be  noticed,  that  theie  Milefians  or 
Gadelians  whom  we  have  mentioned  as  conquer- 
ors of  Ireland,  were  the  defendants  of  a  valiant 
C  3  tribe. 


^K 
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trihc^  which  is  faid  to  have  originated  in  Egypt* 
and  according  to  fomc  writers,  rcfidcd  there 
at  the  time  the  children  -of  Ifracl  were  in  hon^ 

Kcte  aj.  dage.  And  it  is  from  Gadelas  ;  the  fon  of  Niul, 
whom  they  aver  to  be  cotemporary  with  Mofcs, 
that  they  pretend  to  derive  their  name  and 
lineage.  Egypt,  Crete,  Scythia,  Gothland,  Thrace 
and  Spain,  arc  faid  to  have  been  filled  with  tlieir  ex* 
ploiis,  till  at  length  the  reftlefsnefs  of  the  Spaniards, 
ft  famine,  and  other  concurring  circumftanccs 
obliged  a  particular  tribe  among  them,  diftinguifli.- 
ed  by  the  name  of  Breoghan,  to  think  of  iccking 
new  poffcflions,  which  at  length  they  found  in 
Ireland. 

[Keating  intimates  that  Gadelas  being  bitten  by 
a  ferpent,  was  cured  by  Mofes,  and  that  his  poftcrity 
where  ever  they  came,  were  ever  after  lecure  from 
venomous  animals,  fo  that,  according  to  thisaflertion, 
Ireland  owed  the  .blcfTrng  of  being  free  from  thefc 
creatures  to  the  fettlcmcnt  of  the  Qadelians  amongft 
them,  many  centuries  before  St,  Patrick  was  born  \ 
but  one  fable  is  as  eafily  related  as  another,  and 
both  will  obtain  an  equal  degree  of  credit  from  the 
judicious  reader.] 

*W«rnef.  •  It  has  bccn  obferved,  by  Warner,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  fables  interfperfed  among  thefc  accounts 
of  the  voyages  of  the  Gadclians,  yet  the  faft  of 
their  conqucft  of  Spain,  fecms  to  be  as  well  afcer- 
tained  as  any  other  of  fuch  an  ancient  date,  and 
immediately  after  he  fubjoins  a  parallel  of  the 
antiquities  of  the  Irifh  with  thofe  of  other  nations, 
as  drawn  out  by  Mr.  0*Connor,  with  oppoGre 
columns  of  foreign  tcftimonies  and  native  Irilh  *, 

which 

•  The  Authorities  mentioned  arc  as  follows : 
jroaaxoN  testimonies.  f^ATive    iribh. 

I.  An  emigrant  nation  of  I.  Iberian  Scots,  a  people 
Iberians,  from  the  borders  bordering  on  the  Euxine 
pflhe^^ttxine  and  Caffian         fea,^  were    expelled    ihcir 

fcaj 
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which  rend   in   part  to  prove  die  iruth  of  what 

the  Iriih  bards  have  aflerted,.  relative  to  the  pe* 

C  4  regrinations 
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Teas    fettled    anciently    in 
Spain,  (a) 

II.  A  colony  of  the  Spaniards 
by  the  nazne  of  Scots  fettled 
in  Ireland,  and  in  the 
ibonli  age  of  thp  world,  (b) 


m.  The  Phoenicians  who  firft 
introdoced  letters  and  arts 
in  Europe,  had  aa  early 
commerce  with  ihc  Iberian 
Spaniards  (c) 

IV.  Nil,  Bdtts,  Sihor,  Ofihor, 
Toth,  Oganiusy  &£.  were 
famous  Egyptian  warriors 
who  filled  the  world  with 
the  fiuBe  of  their  exploits. 

(d) 

V.  The  Egypdan  conqueror 
of  Spain y  got  the  cmphati- 
cal  name  of  the  hero  of 
Hercnles.  (e) 

VI.  Nil,  Sihor,  Ofihor,  &c. 
fucceedcd  to  the  Phoeni- 
cians, in  cultivating  and 
inftni^ting  feveral  nations. 

TO.  In  the  days  of  Hercules, 
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parent  country,  and,  after 
feveral  adventures,  fettled 
ultimately  in  Spain,  (a) 

II.  Kinea  Scait,  the  Scots 
and  the  pofterity  of  the 
Iberian  Scots,  were  a  co- 
lony of  Spaniards,  who 
fettle4  in  Iieland,  about  4 
thouf^dye^s  before  Chrift. 

(b) 

III.  The  anci«bt  Iberian  Scots 
learned  the  vfe  of  letters 
on  the  con^nent  from  a  <e- 
lebrated  Phenius,  from 
whom  they  took  the  namp 
of  Phoenicians,  (c) 

rv.  Nihul,  Bikus,  Snx,  iEfru^ 
Tait,  and  Ogaman,  werQ 
mighty  in  Egypt,  and  in 
feveml  other  countries,   (d) 


V,  A  gr^4t  hero  famous  in 
Egypt,  got  the  name  of 
Golamh  and  Milea  -  Ef; 
paine,  i.  e.  the  conqueror 
or  hero  of  Spain,  (e) 

VI,  Niul,  Sru,  i£fru,  «fc. 
fucceeded  to  Phenius  in 
teaching  the  ufc  of  arts  and 
letters,  (f) 

VII,  The  conqucft  of  Spain 

or 


(a)  Ruacvui  ex  Apptaa,  ad  y^oeid, 
lib.  Newton  Chron.  Dubl.  edit, 
p.  10. 

(b)  Buchan  paAtm  Ware,  chap.  i. 
HUior.  Ditr«nat.  by  WMd,p.iit. 

(;)  Strabo,    lib.   iii.  Univer*  Hift. 

V.  xviii.  Dab.  edit.  p.  383,3. 
[d)  Newton's  Chroo,  paflim. 
>)  Newton,  ibid. 
(0  Newtoi^  ibicL 


i 


(a)  Lcbar.  Oabala,  paffim  Keating, 
book  i.  paffim  Ogygia,  p.  66. 

(b)  Leb.  Gab.  pttfs.  Og.  p.  3,  Ward, 
p.  318. 

(c)  Leb.  Gab.  pafs.  Ogy.  p.  63,  sat, 
349.  JCcat.  book  i. 

!d^  Lebi  Gab.  tfbi.  (up.  paffim. 
e}  Omnet  Hibern.. 
{()  Leb.    Gab.   ptft.   lUtting  c|[ 
l>raU.  Ca/bel,  book  i. 
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itgrinarions  of  thcfe  Gadelians,  who  according  to 
their  account  mufthaye  been  extraordinary  voyagers, 
and  no  lefs  extraordinary  conquerors. 

Indeed  were  it  not  for  many  concurring  tcftimo- 
nics,  one  might  well  be  led  to  doubt  the  truth  of 
this  relation^  when  we  confidered  it  as  coming 
from  a  fet  of  men  who  were  fo  fond  of  anti- 
ouitics,  that  in  their  account  of  the  firft  colonics, 
Uey  chofe  to  afcribe  the  peopling  the  country 
to  Cain's  daughter,  Noah^s  niece,  or  to  a  race 
.  of  men  that  had  travelled  over  half  the  world  for 
acourfe  of  years  in  fearch-of  adventures,  rather 
than  to  tbp  natives  of  a  neighbouring  ifland 
who  might  have  arrived  there  in  the  fpace  of 
a  day. — However,  as  tho  ftory  of  the  ancient 
origin  of  the  Gadelians  feems  better  fupported, 
I  mail  not  pretend  to  deny  it ;  but  at  the  fame 
time,  I  could  not  prevail  on  myfelf  with  Keating, 
to  relate  their  treaty  with  Mofes  in  Egypt,  nor 
follow  them  through  the  long  fucccfllon  of  their 
adventures,  as  exhibited  by  the  ancient  bards  in 
their  heroic  tales,  which  have  already  furnilhed 
us  with  fuch  a  number  of  fiftions.*^ 
S^*^  Heber  and  Hcremon  had  not  been  long  fcrttled 
"  '^  in  Ireland,  before  difputes  began  to  break  out 
between  them  ;  the  firft  contcft  they  had  was, 
to  which  of  them  a  poet  and  a  mufician,  whom  they 
had  bndught  along  with  them  in  their  expedition, 

ihould 
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or  the  Egyptian  conqueror  toother    with  ft    drougth 

of  Spain»  t^  groat  drought  wmch  happened  ^t  the  iaxno 

is  reported  to  have  borden**  time»    forced   the    Ibenan 

edagre^t  partof  the  earth,  $cots  to  fly  into  Ireland, 

VIII.  The  Hcrcqlcs,  6r  hero  Vlfl.  Milea  Efpanie,  or  the 
,  of  Sp<dn>  is  reported  to  be  hero  of  Spain,  was  the  fon 
'  the  fon  of  fielus.  (h)  of  Beleus.  (h) 

(t)  NcwtOB,  p.  ^i  131.  Otid  M$'      (%)  Ibid. 

tain.  lib.  fi.  v 

(b)  Newton,  paffin,  (h)  Ibid.  Ogy.  p.  %$* 
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(hould  belong :  this  however  was  at  length  de- 
termined by  feperating  the  two  artifts,  and  re- 
ferring the  decifion  to  lots,  when  the  mufician 
fell  to  Hebcr's  fliare,  and  the  poet  to  Heremon*s.— 
But  foon  after  another  contention  broke  out  be- 
tween them,  which  proved  ^  fatal  one. — It  was 
occaiioned  by  the  ambition  of  the  wife  of  Hebcr, 
who  being  in  pofleffion  of  two  out  of  three  of 
the  moft  beautiful  vales  in  the  land,  declared 
fhe  fhould  never  reft  until  fhc  was  miftrcfs  of 
the  third.  This  being  in  the  divifion  of  Hercmon, 
fhe  prevailed  on  her  hulband  to  demand  it,  and 
he  receiving  a  denial,  (he  urged  him  to  fupport 
his  claim  with  the  fword.  The  prince  was  weak 
enough  to  comply,  and  the  battle  of  Geifol  was 
the  confetjuence,  in  which  Heber  was  defeat- 
ed and  flain,  and  Heremon  became  Ible  monarch 
of  the  whole  ifland  i  neverthelefs  he  was  frequent- 
ly difturbed  and  his  claim  contefted  ;  and  m  one 
of  thefe  difputes  Amcrgin,  his  only  furviving 
brother  was  flain,  with  whom  ended  all  the  fac- 
tions of  his  time,  and  peace  was  reftored  to  the 
land. 

But  this  peace  was  interrupted  by-  an  invafion 
0^  the  Britons,  who  ravaged  fome  parts  of  the 
province  of  Leinfter,  and  making  ufe  of  poifoned 
weapons,  as  the  Irifti  report,  began  to  grow  very 
formidable  to  them  j  nor  did  they  get  rid  of 
thefe  interlopers,  till  a  body  of  Pifts*  fecking 
habitations  landed  on  their  coafts.— Thefe  being  a 

warlike 

*  Hitfe  PiAi,   hy  the  •!<]  le*  genttil,  ht  (attd  on  fome  French 

covdt,  were  a  people  of  Thnce^  to  (hipt,  and  ftanding  off 4.0  lea.  landed 

the    kinf  of  vhirh   coantrv  they  at  Wexford — ^They  add  that  thefe 

woe  fobfi^arks  }  hot  the  Thnidan  Pi^t  ihewed  their  hoftt  a  method' 

monarch  plotting  to  debauch  their  of  curing  the  wounds   inlli^'ed  by 

icAenl*s    danghter    they  deilroved  the  poifoned  weapons  of  the   Bri- 

Bi%  iftd  witadrev  to  France,  but  torn,  which  was  no  other  than  that 

the  lady  beinc  very  beautiful,   was  of  ufing  the  milk  of  certain  white** 

toon  in  the  fame  Han{:cr  from  the  faced   cowa    by  way    of  outward 

ki^g  V  that  country,  which  deiign  appUcaiion. 
being  Ukewifc    difiovered  by    th« 
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warlike  people,  they  aflbciated  with  them  9gainft 
their  enemies,  who  being  unable  to  wichftand 
their  united  forces,  were  defeated  and  driven  back 
again,  and  thus  the  country  was  delivered  froni 
their  depredations. 

But    when    the  Pids  had    thus    fcrved  their 
allies,  they  began  alfo  to  think  of  fervmg  them- 
felves.     As  they  liked  the  ifland,  they  defigned  to 
get  poiTeflion  at  Icaft  of  the  province  of  Leinfter, 
and  to  make  it  a  retreat  for  them  after  all  their 
wanderings.        ■■  Hcrcmon    having  notice  given 
him  of  tneir  intenuons,  put  himfelt  at  the  head  of 
fuch  a  force  as  they  could  not  refift  \  theVeupon 
theie    new  comers  fued  for  peace,    which  was 
granted,    but  on  condition  that  they  (hould  quit 
Ireland  with  all  convenient  fpeed:  at  the  fame 
time  it  was  intimated  to  them,   that  there  were 
ieveral  iflands  to  the  north-eaftward,  where  they 
might  make  a  fettlement.    To  this  propofal  the 
Pifts  confented,  \?\xt  could  not  help  reprefcnting 
(as  was  really  the  cafe)  that  they  had  not  a  fuffi- 
cient    number    of  females,    for   the  purpofe  of 
colonization,    as  thefe    iQands    were   reprefented 
to    them  as    uninhabited.      The  IriOi  monarch 
allpwing  the  juftice  of  their  plea,  allotted  them  a 
number  of  widows  of  that  country,  whom  they 
married  >  and  took  away  with  them,    having  iirfl: 
entered  into  an  engagement,  that  when  they  mould 
be  poffcffed  of  the  government  of  thofo  lands, 
they  would  give  the  preference,  in  point  of  fuc* 
cefTion  to  the  female  line*      Thefe  preliminaries 
being  agreed  upon,  the  Pidts  embarked,  and  were 
fortunate  enough  to  obt)un  a  fettlement  in  the 
Hebrides,  and  the  north  of  Scotland  where  they 
held  the  dominion,  through  a  line  of  feventy  fuc- 
waroer.     ceflivc  kifigs ;    "  And  thefe  Pifts  (fays  a  modern 
*'  writer)   became  afterwards  the  Caledonian  Bri- 
"  tons  whofe  original  was  from  Scythia,  who  in ' 

•the 
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**  the  time  of  Agricola  were  a  very  confidcrable 
"  people  both  for  number  and  valour,  and 
**  who  were  remarkable  in  antiouity  for  painting 
'*  their  bodies." — Though  the  lame  author  is  of 
opinion  (and  I  believe  with  great  juftice)  that  the 
Irifli  writers  have  placed  this  expedition  of  the 
Pifts  too  early  in  point  of  time,  a  method  whici} 
they  fe^m  rattier  to  affcft  through  all  their  hiftory^ 
and  which  feems  to  be  an  erroi*  they  have  run  into> 
from  the  high  notions  they  entertained  of  the  an- 
tiquity of  their  country.  But  be  that  as  it  may, 
there  ftems  to  be  no  reafon  to  doybt  of  the  fafl;, 
which  informs  us  of  the  origin  of  the  famous 
PiAiii  Nation  in  Britain,  which  continued  till  ^he 
reign  of  Kencth  II.  of  Scotland,  who  fubverted 
their  dominion  and  totally  extirpated  them  from 

thelfland, r- 

Heremon,  the  firft  Milefian  Monarch  of  Ireland 
died  in  the  foyrteenth  year  of  h|s  reign,  at  a  place 
called  Airgiod  Rofs,   and  his  three  fons  Muim-  Muimhnj^ 
hnc,  Luighne  and  L^ifhne,  fuccceding  him  teignedLai&* 
jointly  for  three  years,  when  Muimhne  died  a  natural 
death,  and  the  two  other  brothers  were  flain  at 
the  battle  of  Ard  Ladbran,  by  Er,  Orbna,  Fcaron,  Br,  Orbo^ 
and  Fcargna  four  fons  of  Heber  Fionn  who  fuc-**' 
cecded  them,  but  reigned  only  one  year,   being 
0ain  4t  the  expiration  of  that  time,  in  an  eng^e- 
mcnt  by  Irial  the  fon  of  Hercmon,-^-This  IriahrUi. 
fat  on   the  throne  for  ten  years,  as  did  his  fon 
Ethrial  after  him  for  twenty*,  Ethriai  was  flain  Ethriii. 
in  fight  by  a  fon  of  Heber,  named  Conmaol  who^;^  ^j** 
after  fought  twenty-five  pitched  battles,  againft 
the  Hercmopian  family,  m  ^1  of  which  he  was 
viftor,  except  the  laft,  which  he  loft  together  with 
his  life,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Tjghermas,  of  the 

race 

*  Thh  Cthrtal  11  (aid  to  baye      aod  to  have  written  the  Adirenturef 
bfCB  a  fiintt  of   |rcat    JearaMis,      ^  the  who)c  Milefiaa  Colooy. 
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Tighennti/fjice  of  Hcrcmon. — This  prince  had  continual 
wars  with  the  family  of  Heber  Fionn  whom  he 
routed  in  twenty  feven  battles,  and  deftroyed  moft 
of  their  adherents.    He  reigned  twenty  three  years 

OTiahiTty.  and  dying  *  there  was  an  interregnum  of  about  feven 

Achj^i.  years  more,  after  which  a  fon  of  Ith,  called  Achy 
Eadgothach  was  raifed  to  the  throne,  who  made  cer- 
tain laws  whereby  the  quality  of  every  peribn  in  the 
kingdom  Ihould  be  diftinguifhed  by  his  drefs,  a 
flave  to  wear  but  one  colour,  a  foldier  two,  an  officer 
three,  a  gentleman  four,  the  nobility  were  per- 
mitted to  have  five,  and  the  king  himfelf  was  not  to 
exceed  fix  colours,  and  of  the  fame  number  might 
the  habit  of  philofophers,  bards  and  men  of  learn* 
ing  confift, — This  monarch  was  (lain  by  twodefcen- 
dants  of  that  Ir,  who  was  the  firft  royal  Milefians 
that  died  in  Ireland.  Thefc^vo  princes  governed 
by  turns  for  the  fpace  of  forty  years,  and  were 
the  firft  Irifh  kings  that  came  out  of  Ulfter.— 
Their  names  were  Scormnia  and  Sobhaircc,— 
Sobhairre  was  killed  by  Eochaidh  Meon,  and 
Cearmna  was  flain  by  Eochaidh  Faobhorglas,  a 
prince  of  the  family  of  Heber  Fionn,  in  the  battle 
of  Dunn  Cearmna, 

hl!SL^''^     Eochaid  (6r  Achy)  Faobharglas,   (fon  of  Con- 

"*      maol,  fon  of  Heber  Fionn)  Was  fo  called  from  the 

green  colour  of    his  fword    and  javelins.      He 

obliged  the  Pidts  whom  we  have  mentioned  that 

were 

*  TVie  Inih  writera  tflett  that  he  Tar  at  to  worihip  a  |dooghiliare  and 

vat  the  firil  who  introduced  idolatry  a  log  of  wood, 
into  the    ifland,   and  that  he  wa«  In  Tieherinas*t  retgn  many  fHh 

Ihiick.  deadj  at  were  moft  of    hit  fheams  broke  out  and  the  cdoart 

people,    as   he  wai  worihiping    an  of  purple,   green,   and  blue,   were 

idol  that  he  had   fet  up.-— They  faid  to  have  been   firft  uiTcnted  in 

muft  tnein  that  he  wu  the  firft  of  Ireland  in  hit  time.    H«  alfo  feems 

the  ^tile^litn  race  that  adopted  thii  to  hare  laid  fome  kind  of  fbunda- 

praflticc,  (o:  ^e  have  already  feen  tion  for  thofe  diftioftions   in  drefs 

ihat  about  the  time  of  the  arrWal  which  hit  fucceftbr  afterwards  im- 

Tuatha  de  Danan%  the  inhabitantt  proved,  and  reduced  ^to  a  kind  of 

of   Ireland  adored   the    Sun ;    n?y  iumptttaiy  hw» 
they  tTcn  carried  their  ignorance  fo 
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were  lettled  in  the  Highlands,  to  pay  him  homage . 
and  tribute.       After  reigning  twenty-years  and 
gaining  many  vidtories,  he  was  at  laft  flain  by  a 
prince  of  the  Heremonian  line,  at  the  battle  of 
Cojinan. 

Fiachadh  Labhruine,  the  fon  of  Smiorgoil,  the  Fiachadh 
fonofEanbothadh,  fon  of  Tighermas  abovcracn- ^^**~*|'*- 
tioned  obtained  the  viftory  at  the  battle  of  Cor- 
roan,  iucceeded  to  the  crown,  and  reigned  mo* 
narch  of  Ireland  twenty-four  years.    He  is  ijud  to 
have  been  furnamed  Labhruine,    becauie  in  hi9 
time  the  lake  of  that  name  began  to  flow.    After 
having  atchieved  many  great  adventures,   among 
which  the   Iriih  reckon,  his  having  obliged  the 
Scots  (as  his  predeceflbr  had  done  the  Pi£ts)  to 
pay  him  tribute,  he  was  (lain  at  the  battle  of 
Bealgadian  fighting  againfl:  the  family  of  Heber. 

Achy  Mumho,   the  fon  of  Mofcibbb,  the  fon  f^l^y^ 
of  Achy  Faobhorglas  of  the  line  of  Hcbcr  Fionn,    '*" 
who  flew  the  laft  mentioned  prince  reigned  twenty- 
two  years,  and  was  at  laft  defeated  and  flain  by 
the  ion  of  Fiachadh  Labhruine,  of  the  line  of 
Heremon. 

This  Prince  was  named  Angus  OUmuchach.  Angus  oiw 
In  his  father's  life  time  he  had  mewn  great  marks  ^ 
of  military  flcill  and  courage,  and  now  having 
revenged  his  death,  he  reigned  for  eighteen  years 
but  was  at  length  killed  in  batde.-— 3n  his  reign 
many  woods,  were  cleared  and  three  lakes  began 
to  flow. 

Eadna  Airgtheach  grandfon  of  Achy  Faoborglas  A^J^ieiciu 
fucceedcd  him,  who  reigned  with  great  magflni-  ^ 
cenoe,  and  caufed  fllver  fliields  and  targets  to  be 
^ven  to  fuch  as  diftmguiflied  themfelves  by  their 
military  exploits.-^ 

Roctheachta  the  fon  of  Maine,  the  fon  of  thei^otheachta 
laftmendoned  Ai^s  killed  Eadna  Airgtheaclvand 
fucceedcd  him  on  the  throne  >  but  after  a  leign  of 

twenty- 
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iwcnty-five  years  he  was  flaih  by  a  prince  of  the 
line  of  If,  ac  Rath  Cuachain. 

s^dhju  Seadhna  who  flew  him  reigned  in  his  fteadi 
This  monarch  was  the  fifth  in  defcent.  He  fell 
by  the  hands  of  his  own  (b/i,  after  he  had  governed 
the  ifland  for  the  fpace  of  five  years. 

rSnf*'*'*        His  fon  Fiachadh  furnamed  Fiunfgothach  fuc- 

th^^  ceeded  him^  reighed  twenty  years  and  was  killed 
by  Muinheamhoin^  the  fon  of  Cas  Clorhach. 

Muinheun-  Muinhcamhoin  was  the  ninth  in  defccnt  from 
"*'  Heber  Fionn,  on  whofe  right  he  founded  his 
claim  to  the  government,  which  he  obtained  on  the 
death  of  his  predeceflbr*  This  monarch  ordained 
that  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  fhould  wear  a  chain 
about  their  necks,  as  a  mark  of  diftinAion.  He 
alfo  beftowed  helmets  with  the  necks  and  forepieces 
of  gold,  upon  the  moft  defcrvin^  men  in  his  army. 
•—This  magnificent  prince  unwtunatcly  died  of 
the  peftilence,  at  Magh  Atdhne. 

AWergofdh.  Aldergoidh,  his  fon,  fucceeded  him,  and  tread- 
ing in  the  fteps  of  his  father,^  was  remarkable  for 
the  rewards  he  beftowed  on  merit.  He  was  the  firft 
who  introduced  the  cuftom  of  wearing  gold  rings  in 
Ireland,  which  he  diftributed  to  fuch  as  excelled 
in  the  arts  and  fciences. — He  was  flain  in  battle, 
and  was  fucceeded  by 

oii«n  OUam    Fodhla   the  fon  of   Fiachadh    Fionf- 

gothach  beforcmentioned,   of  the  line  of   Ir,   a 

Erince  dlftinguiflied  for  many  amiable  qualities, 
ut  above  all  for  his  wifdom  and  knowledge.  He 
inftituted  many  uieful  lows,  and  is  befides  faid 
to  have  undertaken  to  tranfmit  to  poftcrity  the 
voyages  and  adventures  of .  hi$  anceftors,  from 
the  days  of  the  Scythians  to  his  own  times, 
and  was  as  much  diftinguiftied  by  the  public  peace 
and  tranquility  the  people  enjoyed  during  this 
period,  as  the  reigns  of  his  anceftors  had  been 
oy  their  wars  and  commotions. 

The 
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.  The  Irilh  writers  affcrt  that  the  Milcfians,  when 
they  firft  went  on  their  expedition  to  Ireland,  bore 
in  their  ftandard  a  dead  ferpent  and  the  rod  of 
Mofes,  in  memory  of  their  Gadelian  ancceftors. 
However  that  be,  OHam  Fodhla  imagining  that  if 
a  general  device  were  an  incentive  to  the  army  in 
general  to  behave  with  courage,  fo  particular  ones 
might  be  an  improvement  upon  that  plan,  and 
cauie  fuch  an  emulation  among  the  feveral  com- 
manders, as  might  be  a  peculiar  fpur  to  the  cou- 
rage c^each ;  for  which  purpofe  he  inftituted  a  fee 
of  lieralds,  whom  he  ordered  to  aflign  a  particular 
coat  of  arms  to  every  great  perfon,  which  being 
blazoned  on  his  banner,  might  ierve  to  diftinguifh 
him  in  battle,  that  his  merits  or  demerits  might  be 
known  and  that  he  might  be  treated  accordingly.  For 
they  were  even  attended  to  the  field,  as  we  are  told, 
by  their  bards  andothers  whofe  tafk  it  was,  to  notice 
and  record  their  aAlons,  which  was  recorded  among 
the  anecdotes  of  their  particular  tribes  and  family. 

But  above  all,  this  monarch  was  remarkable  for 
eftabliihing  the  royal  aflemblyof  Teamoror  Tarah, 
which  was  convened  every  three  years  to  raife  the 
laws,  and  to  fettle  the  records  ot  the  kingdom.— 

"  This  illuftrious  aflembly,  fays  Keating,  was 
called  by  the  name  of  Feis  F'eambrach,  which 
figniBes  a  general  meeting  of  the  nobility,  gentry, 
nefts,  hiftorians,  and  men  of  learning,  and  per- 
fons  diftingui(hed  by  their  abilities  in  all  arts  and 
profeffions.  They  met  by  a  roy^l  fummons  in  a 
parliamentary  manner,  once  every  three  years  at 
the  palace  of  Tarah,  to  debate  upon  the  moft  im- 
portant concerns  of  (late,  where  they  enaded  new- 
laws  and  repealed  fuch  as  were  ufelefs  and  burden- 
feme  to  the  lubjeA,  and  confulted  nothing  but  the 
public  benefit  in  all  their  refolutions.  In  this 
aflembly  the  ancient  records  of  the  ifland  were 
perufcd  and  examined,  and  if  any  falfehoods  were 

dcteftcd. 
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deceAed,  they  were  inftantly  crafcd,  that  pofterity 
mklit  not  be  impeded  up«n  by  falfc  hiftory ;  and  the 
aumor  who  had  the  iniblence  to  abufe  the  world  by 
his  relation,  either  by  perverting  matters  of  faft  and 
reprefentii^  them  m  improper  colours^  or  by  fancies 
and  inventions  of  his  own,  was  Iblemnly  degraded^ 
from  the  honour  of  fitting  in  that  afiembly,  and  was 
diiiiiiiredwithamarkofinfamy  upon  him.  His  works 
'  likewife  were  deftroyed,  as  unworthy  of  credit,  and 
were  not  to  be  admitted  into  the  atchieves,or  received 
among  the  regards  of  tlie  kingdom :  nor  was  this  ex* 
pulfion  the  whole  of  his  punilhment,  for  he  W99 
liable  to  fine  or  imprifonment,  or  whatever  fen«^ 
tence  the  jultice  of  the  parliament  thought  pro- 
per to  inflidt.  By  thefe  methods,  either  out  d[ 
fear  or  fcandal,  or  difgrace,  or  of  lo&ng  their 
eftates,  their  penfions,  and  endowments,  and  of 
fufiering  perhaps,  ibme  corporal  corredion,  the 
hiftorians  of  thofe  ages  were  induced  to  be  very 
exadt  in  their  relations,  and  to  traniinit  nothing 
to  after  times,  but  what  had  pafied  this  iblcmn 
teft  and  examuiation,  and  was  recommended  by 
the  fandUon  and  authority  of  this  learned  aflcm- 

bly." , 

Thus  far  Keating. — If  things  were  ordered  with 
fuch  regularity  in  thefe  refpe&s  in  the  time  of 
Ollam  Fodhla,  it  were  to  be  wifhed  they  had  al- 
ways been  fo,  then  had  we  not  been  perplexed 
wicn  fuch  monftrous  tales  and  controdiftory  ac- 
counts as  for  the  mofl  part  fill  up  the  firft  ftages  of 
"  the  Iri(h  Hiftory.  Though  even  with  regard  to  thefe 
matters,  which  are  extra&ed  from  tl)e  Pfalter  <^ 
Tarah  as  it  was  called,  many  of  them  are  fuch  as 
will  not  pafs  upon  every  one  for  authentic.  Indeed 
though  this  aifembly  mi^ht  regulate  fuch  points 
of  hiftbry,  as  came  withm  their  immediate  know* 
Jcdge^  yet  as  to  relations  of  a  more  ancient  date,  it  is 
likely  they  received  them  upon  tradition  or  left 

thcni 
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them  as  they  found  them,  in  matters  which  Teemed 
to  redound  to  the  honour  of  their  country,  and 
where  nobody  was  obliged  to  prove  a  negative ;  fo 
that,  on  account  of  thele  circumftances  and  the  neg* 
ligence  of  fucceeding  princes,  it  is  a  lamentable 
truth  that  the  good  Ollam  Foidhla  loft  his  labour^ 
and  notwithftanding  this  pompous  account  we  find 
great  part  of  the  Irifh  hidory  at  lead  as  full  of  per« 
piexicies  as  that  of  atiy  other  nation  in'Europe. 

But  to  proceed — Six  days  before  the  fcflion  be* 
gan,  the  members  of  this  aliembly  fpent  in  feafling 
and  reciprocal  a6b  of  civility  and  hofpitality.  The 
place  d  meeting  was  a  convenient  room,  in  the 
palace  beforementloned,  which  was  long  and  nar^ 
row,  die  range  of  feats  being  fet  on  each  fide» 
and  the  uble  fixed  in  the  middle,  a  proper  fpace 
was  allowed  between  the  feats  and  the  wall,  and 
at  the  ends  of  the  table  for  the  fervants  to  attend 
and  pais  to  and  fro  during  the  feaft. 

A  magnificent  entertainment  being  provided,  aa 
loon  as  it  was  placed  upon  the  table,  the  room  was 
cleared,  and  the  trumpet  was  three  times  founded 
by  order  of  the  grand  marfhaL  At  the  firft  blaft, 
all  the  ihield-bearers  that  belonged  to  the  princes 
and  Aobilicy  came  to  the  door,  and  there  delivered 
their  ihitlds  to  the  gre^  marihal,  who  by  the 
herald's  dire£tion,  hun^  them  up  m  their  order, 
upon  the  wall,  on  the  right  fide  of  the  table,  each 
bfine  diftingoifhed  by  the  particular  device  it  bore. 
At  the  fecond  blaft,  the  target-bearers  of  the  mili- 
caiy  officers  attended^  to  deliver  their  targets  which 
were  hung  up  in  like  manner,  in  other  places.— 
This  ceremony  being  ended,  at  the  third  blaft,  the 
kings  and  princes  and  all  the  reft  of  the  company 
entered  the  apartment,  and,  each  taking  his  place 
under  his  fhield,  the  whole  entertainment  was  con- 
ducted with  the  greateft  good  order  and  decorum. 
Vol.  I.  D  The 
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The  fix  days  appointed  for  feafting  being  ended, 
and  the  antiquities  of  the  kingdom  having  been  ex- 
amined as  above  related,  the  fevcral  orders  began 
to  examine  into  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  dif- 
putes  between  particular  provinces  and  particular 
men  were  impartially  determined.  And  firft,  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  the  king  not  apprehending  that 
any  court  could  exift  without  a  power  to  prefervc 
itfclf  from  infults  (a  fecret  which  was  left  to  the 
wifdom  of  later  ages  to  find  out)  in  order  to  ghrc 

.  his  people  a  Juft  fenfe  of  the  imporunce  of  this  af- 
fembly,  conftituted  fcveral  laws  to  fecure  thctt  per- 
fons  and  the  dignity  of  thofe  who  compoied  it  \ 
among  which  there  was  one  ordinance  that  made 
it  death  without  redemption  to  ftrike  or  any  way 
moleft  a  member  of  this  parliament  during  the 
itffion:-«-Rapes  being  in  general  looked  upon  at  that 
time  as  mere  matters  of  gallantry,  to  fupprefs  this 
depravity  of  the  young  men,  a  decree  was  palled  b 
the  aflembly  of  Tarah  which  declared  it  a  capital 
crime  to  raviih  any  female,  and  that  the  offenders 

.  againil  this  ftatute  might  have  no  hope  of  mercyv 
the  monarch  bound  himfelf  never  to  forgive  any 
perfon  who  fliould  be  convifted  of  fuch  an  out- 
rage.— ^This  may  ferve  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  Ipirit 
of  their  laws,  which  in  generd  were  juft  and  well 
adapted  to  the  manners  of  the  people,  who  perhaps 
had  never  lived  fo  happily  under  any  prince  fince 
their  firft  fettlement  in  the  iQand  as  under  this 
OUam  Fodhla.* 

Amidft 

*  The  order  in  which  the  aiTem-  King  of  Leiofter  oppofite  to  hhn^ 

Sly  of  Tarah  was  difpofied  when  they  and  the  King  of  Connaugbt  behind 

met  in  their  parliamentary  capacity  the  throne;  the  nobility^  codeliaftica^ 

was  this  :  A  throne  was  ttt€ttA  in  civil  and  military  officers,   and  the 

the  midft  of  a  room  of  ftate^    on  deputies  of  provinces  were  ranged 

which  the  monarch  wu  placed  with  neareft  the  particular  diftrids  thcf 

his  face  towards  the  eafl,  the  King  belonged  to^  and  the  whole  aflianbly 

of  Ulf^er  on  his  right  hand^    the  made  agraod  aa4ibleamtppean«cr« 
King  of  MunAer  on  his  Icft^  the 
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Amidft  the  great  barrennefs  of  events  which 
mark  this  period  of  the  Irifti  Hiftory  where  it  is 
only  related  of  fo  many  monarchs,  that  they  reign- 
ed fuch  a  numbei  of  years  and  then  died,  or  that 
they  were  flain  in  battle,  it  afforded  me  much  plea- 
fure  to  dwell  upon  the  a&ions  of  the  great  and  wife 
prince  abovementioned,  who  feems  to  be  the  firft 
that  gave  the  Irifh  a  tafte  of  the  bleflings  of  peace, 
and  governed  them  by  equitable  laws.  All  ftateis 
arc  in  fome  degree  military  in  their  infancy.  We 
find  Ireland  was  entirely  fo,  and  it  is  not  without 
great  difficulty  that  a  military  ftate  can  be  reduced 
to  peaceable  order  and  good  government.  A  wife 
legiflator  is  one  of  the  moft  refpeftable  of  charac- 
ters ;  fuch  was  the  monarch  we  have  juft  now  been 
treating  of: — after  a  glorious  reign  of  forty  years  he  a.  m. 
died  a  natural  death,  and  left  the  crown  to  one  of  ^*^^' 
his  fons,  who  enjoyed  the  fucceflion  peaceably  after 
him. 

This  prince  was  named  Fionnachta,  as  it  is  faid  FiosiiKhta. 
fix>m  a  vaft  quantity  of  fnow  thatfell  in  his  reign.* 
He  died  at  Magh  Inis    after  a  reign  of  twenty 
years. . 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother  Slanoll,  whofcsunoii. 
reign  was  remarkable  for  the  healthinefs  of  the 
country.  He  died  in  peace  at  Tara  after  a  reign  of 
fifteen  years,  but  what  particular  diforder  occafion- 
cd  the  death  of  this  prince  who  was  furnamed  from 
the  healthinefs  of  his  people,  hiftorians  have  not 
given  any  fatisfaftory  information  of. 

Another  brother  fucceeded  him;  this  was  Geidecaac 
Ollgothach,  third  fon  of  Ollam  Fodhla— of  whom^"«^*^^' 
it  is  only  recorded  that  the  Irifh  fppke  very  loud 
D  2  in 


*  To  make    this    drcum^nce  that  ippean  to  have  taken  iti  liie 

Aiore  remarkable  the  Iriih  records  merely  from  a  fimilarity  of  wordt, 

uy  tbit  this  faow  when  it  thawed  which  haa  produced  many  of  the 

vai  turned  to  pure  wine,  a  ftory  moft  ctlebratcd  fables  of  antiquity. 
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in  his  time,  and  that  he  was  (lain  by  his  nephew, 
Fiachadh. 

riachadh,       Fiachadhy  the  fon  of  lus  brother  Fionnachta  fuc« 

^^^*®*"cccdcd  him  ;-*-he  is  faid  to  have  reigned  twenty-four 
years,  including  four  years  that  tine  crown  was  in 
difpute  with  a  defcendant  of  the  former  monarch 
who  at  length  dethroned  and  flew  him. 

BetracaiL       The  name  of  this  king  was  Beamgall,   he  was 
the  fon  of  Geide  OUgothach  above-mentioned  \  be 
leigned  twenty  years,  and  was  killed  by  a  prince 
.  '    named  DUiol. 

ouioi.  OUiol  was  the  fon  of  SlanoU  and  grandfon  of 

Oliam  Fodhla.    He  reigned  fixteen  years  and  was 
flain  by  Siorna,  who  fucceeded  him. 

^hT^i^*^     Siorna  Saoghaiach  was  of  the  Heremohian  line, 

'  *  **^  *  for  he  was  the  eighth  in  defcent  from  Tighemmas 
the  great  grandfon  of  Heremon^-^He  was  calkd 
Siorna  Saoghalach  from  hi9>great  age.  He  reigned 
twenty-one  years  and  was  Sain  by  Rotheachta,  at 
Aillin. 

RotkeKhta.  Rotheachta  was  defccnded  from  Achy  Faobhar- 
glas  who  was  of  the  Heberian  line :  He  ruled  for 
feven  years,  and  periflied  by  fire,  at  Don  Sob- 
hairce. 

Eiim.  His  fon  Eihn  fucceeded  him ;  but  after  a  rcigft 

that  lafted  only  one  year  was  fl^n  by  the  grandfon 
of  the  former  monarch. 

ciaWchadh.  xhis  princc  was  Gialkhadh,  the  fon  of  OUiol 
Olchaoin,  the  fon  of  Siorna  Saoghalach,  of  the  fa* 
mily  of  Heremon — The  fon  of  the  former  king  re- 
venged his  father's  death  upon  Olliol,  and  in  con- 
fequence  fiKiceeded  to  the  crown. 

^J^'  Art  Imleach,  the  fon  of  Eilm  reigned  twraty-wo 
years  after  the  death  of  OUiol,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  period  Nuadha  Fionn  Fail  flew  him,  and 
reigned  in  his  ftead. 

■  This 
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Naudha,    who   was   (Xik\  Olchaoirfs   grand*  ?."*****i ., 

r  '         ji  J  n    •        I      ^^oan  Fail, 

ion    reigned    twenty    years,     and  was    flain   by 
Breafrigh. 

Breafrigh,  the  fon  of  Art  Imleach,  the  fon  of  JEilm^"*^^* 
fucceeded  him  ;^-he  fought  many  fucceisful  battles 
againft  the  pirates  who  at  that  tinie  infefted  the 
coafts,  but  was  flain  in  his  turn  by  Achy  Apthach. 

Achy,  who  fucceeded  him,  was  the  fon  of  Fin,  of  Achy  Ap- 
thc  line  of  Ith :  he  is  faid  to  have  been  fumamed  **^' 
Apthach*  from  an  epidemical  diftemper;-  which 
during  his  fhort  reign  fwept  away  a  vaft  number  of 
his  fubjeffcs — He  re^ed  only  one  year,  and  was 
flain  by  a  defcendant  of  the  houie  of  If. 

This  was  Fionn,  the  fon  of  Bratha,  related  in  the  Fiona. 
fourth  d^ee  to  the  great  OUam  Fodhia— Having 
ruled  twenty  years  he  was  killed,  by 

Seadhna  Jonaraice,  grandfon  of  Art,  of  the  race  SodhM 
ofHeber  Fionn,  a  prince  remarkable  for  having '^^**'**^ 
been  the  firll  to  eftablifh  military  dilcipKne  and  that 
fettled  a  conftant  pay  upon  the  army.  He  was 
murdered  by  Simeon  Breach,  his  fucceflbr,  who 
barbaroufly  ordered  him  to  be  torn  limb  from 
limb. 

This  inhuman  wretch,  who  was  of  the  line  of  ^»"«^ 
Heremon,  fucceeded,  but  after  a  fix  years  reign  was  '^  " 
(cited  by  th*  fon  of  the  former  monarch,  who  com.- 
manded  him  to  be  put  to  death  by  the  fame  torture 
he  had  fo  cruelly  inflided  upon  his  father. 

Seadhna's   fon,    Duach    Fionn,    reigned    fivcDoi^h    > 
years  and  was  flain  by  Muredach  Balgrach.  ^'°""' 

He  was  the  fon  of  the  cruel  Simeon  Breach,  after  ^ur«dach 
a  four  years  reign,  Duach  Fionn's  fon  Eadna  killed  *  ^^^  ' 
him,  and  reigned  in  his  (lead. 

Tlus  prince  of  the  Heberian  race,  is  faid  by  the  ^=^"» 
Irifh  writers,  to  have  ereded  a  mint  and  coined  ^^^ 
D  3  money 

*  Attltfdb  ia  the  IrUh  langutgc  fi^oiiici  a  phga^  «r  infcdipii* 
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money  at  Argiod  Rofs.     He  died  of  the  plague 
and  was  buried  at  Sliabb  Mis. 
Lughudh        Lughaidh    Jardhouin  his  fon  fuccceded  him. 
Jar  oum.  j.jgjg,j^g^  jjjj^g  years  and  was  flain  by  Siorlamh. 
Arlbnof       '^^^  Siorlamh  was  the  fon  of  Finn,  of  the  line 
FiLir°    of  Ir,  and  was   fo  called  from  the  extraordinary 
length  of  his  hands  :  he  reigned  fixteen  years,  and 
was  flain  by 
Achy  Ctf.      Achy  Uarceas,  who  feized  upon  the  crown : 
*****         this  Achy  was   the  fon  of  Lughaidh  Jardhouin. 
Being  baniftied  for  the  fpace  of  two  years  before 
he  attained  to  the  government  5  he  is  faid  to  have 
embarked  his  followers  on  board  a  fleets  with  which 
he  ufed  to  aniioy  the  coaft  -,  but  in  thcfe  his  expedi- 
tions for  greater  convenience,  he  ufed  certain  little 
boats  by  the  Irifh  called  Uairceas,   from  whence 
furname  he  derived  his.     He  ruled  the  kingdom 
twelve  years  and  was  flain  by  Achy  Fiadhmhuine. 
AchyFitd-     This   prince  and  his     brother    Conuing   Beg 
bmhqinc    Aglach,  jointly  ruled  the  land. — They  were  of  the 
Heremonian  line,    and  reigned   five  years,   after 
which  they  loft:  the  kingdom,  and  Achy  was  flain 
by  Lughaidh  Lamdhearg  fon  of  the  former  mo- 
,    narch. 
Lughtidh        But  Lughaidh,  after  a  feven  years  rcIgn,  was  de- 
Umd-       fcated  and  flain,  by  Conuing  who  thus  revenged  his 
"^        brother's  death,  and  regained  the  fovereignty. 
Conning         Hc  was  a  princc  of  mod  undaunted  courage 
BegAgbch.  gjjj  refolution  as  his  name  implies,  and  governed 
his  fubjefts  with    great  juftice   and   moderation. 
After  ten  years  ruling  the  land,  he  was  killed  by 
Lughaidh  Lamdhearg's  fon  who  fuccecd  him. 
Art.  The  name  of  this  prince  was  Art,  who  enjoyed 

the  monarchy  for  fix  years,  but  was  flain  by  Duach 
Lagrach  and  his  fatner. 
T^^wh        Fiachadh    Tolgrach,    defcended    from   Simeon 
Breach  of  the  old  Heremonian  line  fucceeded ;  but 
in  feven  ye^s    afterwards    was  (lain  by  OUiol 

Fiona, 
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Fiona,  the  fon  of  Art,  of  the  race  of  Hcber,  who 
fuccceded  him. 

OllioU  Fionn  reigned  nine  years  and  was  killed  oiiioi 
by  Airgiodmhar  Fiacha,  and  his  tw^  fons.  ^***°'^ 

Achy,  the  for;  of  OUiol  Fionn,  fil^cceeded  him, 
he  was  (lain  by  Duach,  after  a  r^gn  of  feven 
years. 

Airgiodmhar  fuceedcd  him  and  met  with  the  Ai^giodm- 
fame  &tc,  but  not  till  he  had  fat  on  the  throne 
twenty-three  years, 

Duach  Lagrach  who  vanquilhed  him,  govern- ^J^*^^^^^ 
cd  the  ,land  ten  years,  and  then  was  (lain  by  Lug-    *"^ 
haide  Laige.     Of  this  prince,  feveral  ftrange  tales 
are    related,  with  which  I  (hall  not  trouble  the 
reader.      After  a  feven  years  reign  he  was  killed 
by  the  prince  his  fuccefTor. 

This  monarch  was  called  Aodh  Ruadh:  he  was 
the  grandfon  of  Airgiodmhar,  and  was  defccnded  Aodh 
from  the  family  of  Ir.     He  reigned  monarch  for^"*"*^* 
twenty-one  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he 
was  unfortunately  drowned. 

Diothorba,    who  was  defcended  of   the  fame 
family,  was  his  fuccefTor;    he  likcwifc  governed  Diothorba. 
the  kingdom  twenty-one  years  and  dying,  was  fuc- 
cecdcd  by  Cimboath  or  Kimbath. 

And  here  fomc  of  the  ancient  hiftorians  tell  us, 
that  the  three  laft  mentioned  princes,  of  the  line 
of  Ir,  after  many  ftruggles  at  length  agreed  that 
each  (hould  reign  twenty-one  years  •,  and  the  two  for- 
mer having  enjoyed  the  crown,  Kimbath  reigned  al- 
fo  his  time  without  interruption.  According  to 
this  account,  Macha  the  daughter  of  the  firft  of 
thcfe  kmgs,  bein^  of  an  Amazonian  turn,  would 
not  agree  that  Diothorbu,  who  had  reigned  once 
already,  (hould  enjoy  the  crown  again  in  her  life- 
time, which  (he  claimed  as  her  inheritance. — A 
defperatc  battle,  in  confequence,  enfued  between 
D  4  thi3 
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this  princefs  on  the  one  hand,  and  Diathorba  and  hts 
five  fons  on  the  other,  in  which  the  king  being 
routed  expired  of  grief.  'And  by  this  relation, 

having  fucceeded  thus  far,  Macha  contented  herlelf 
with  marrying  Kimbath,  and  flbaring  the  government 
with  him,  to  prevent  his  giving  her  any  diibir* 
bance. 

But  a  modem  writer  has  pointed  out  the  im* 
probability  of  fuch  an  agreement  being  made  for 
lb  long  a  term  as  twenty-one  years  between  three 
perfons,  as  it  tnuft  leave  fcarcely  a  poflibility  for 
the  third  ever  to  take  his  turn  of  ruling ;  he* 
fides  he  obferves,  that  Kimbach  muft  have  beea 
above  fourfcore  when  he  married  the  princefc. 

The  ftory  is  related  from  other  authorities  in  a 
manner  much  more  plaufibly,  viz.  That  Macha 
being  uneafy  at  Diathorba*s  mounting  the  throne, 
at  her  father's  death,  in  prejudice  to  her  right  of 
fucceflion,  though  it  was  not  a  common  thing  for 
a  female  to  enjoy,  the  fupreme.auchorinr  in  Ireland, 
raifed  an  army,  by  the  afiiftance  or  which  (h^ 
defeated  him  and  his  adherents,  and  the  king  him* 
felf  was  flam  in  the  fight*  The  princefs  having 
thus  fixed  herfelf  on  the  throne,  married  Kimbach, 
who  was  of  her  own  tribe,  and  during  his  life 
they  jointly  ruled  the  country  *. 

Kimbach 

*  K^adng  here  fclates  a  ftnttt^  forward,  without  any  atteodaaty  |a 

gem  made  ufe  of  by  thii  princefs,  the  wood,  where  (he  fuppofed  thcni 

to  get  the  fi^e  fons  of  her  compe-  to  be  co&ceiled.     It  was  not  l€at| 

titor    Diathorba    into    her    power,  before  (he  found  them,  entered  into 

which  more  modern  writers  do  not  converfation  and  even  ate  and  drank 

Isem  to  credit.    It  is  as  follows.  with    them    uadiicovcred.       After 

After    a     great    overthrow   that  this,  (he    found    means    to    allute 

ftie  had  given  them   fubfequent  to  them,  one  bygone,   into  a  private 

'    the  death  of  their  father,  they  re-  place  with  her,   where  they  hoped 

tired  to  the  woods  and  mar/hes  of  to  enjoy  her  favours;    but  having 

the  country,  on  which  Macha  re-  each  of  them  thus  alone,   ibe  be- 

Iblved  to  go  in  quaft  of  them  t    for  ing    a  remarlcably    ftrong    womani 

this     purpofe    ihe   covered   her  red  bound   them    with    cords   ihe  had 

hair  with  the  flour  of   rice,    and  brought  with  her  for  the  purpofe, 

otherwife  difguifej  herfelf  as  much  and  had  them  conveyed  to    court, 

•I  poflibte  1  in  thii  xnaoxiqr  ihe  ict  where  ihe  prodvced  them  bcjbre  the 
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Kimbach  was  a  prince  of  great  talents,  he  re-  ^-  ^ 
vivcd  the  laws  and  regulations  of  Ollam  Fodhla,  j^j^l^ 
which  had  long  lain  neglefbed  and  almoft  forgotten,  ud 
and  befides  built  the  royal  palace  of  Eamania: 
he  reined  together  with  his  queen  in  peace  and 
fplendour  f<^  feven  years,  and  dying  of  difeafe, 
kft  her  in  peaceable  pofleflion  of  the  government, 
which  (he  held  for  feven  years  longer,  but  at  laft 
loft  it  t(^ether  with  her  life,  to  a  prince  of  the 
line  of  Heben 

And  here  doubtlefs,  it  will  be  obferved  that 
from  the  death  of  Ollam  Fodhla,  to  the  acceflion 
of  Kimbach  and  Macha,  during  a  period  of  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  and  fixty  years,  and  the 
reigns  of  thirty-one  kmgs,  the  whole  feries  of 
the  hiftory,  has  furniihed  little  elie  than  a  genea* 
logical  table  of  monarchs,  killing  and  fucceeding  each 
oAer.  Nevcrthelefs,  I  did  not  chufe  entirely  to  omit 
them,  left]  fuch  an  omiffion  might  make  too  great 
a  chafm  in  the  hiftory,  and  becaufe  from  thefe  ac^ 
counts,  it  is  curious  to  trace  how  the  feveral 
defcendants  of  Heber,  Hcrcmon,  Ir  and  Ith,  al- 
moft  akemately  dilpoflefled  each  other,  leaving 
this  ufeful  leflbn  to  fucceding  times.  That  military 
force  alone,  can  never  give  a  permanent  eftablifh* 
ment  to  any  monarchy,  and  that  the  contefted 
claims  of  princes  become  the  greateft  curfe  that 
can  be  entailed  upon  their  people. 

The  barrennefs  of  events  at  this  period  is  how- 
ever by  ibme,  (and  not  without  reaibn)  confider-  ■ 
cd  as  feme  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  what  has 
been  recorded ;  and  indeed,  for  my  own  part,  I 

muft 


king  and  an  Ut  npUKty,  and  rdat-  ealy  Tentenced  diem  to  ert€t  a  ftatc 

td  the  facceis  of  her  ftxatogen. —  Iv  paUct  ia  her  coart,  which  tenot 

|t  it  added,  that  inftead  of  putting  they  readily  conplicd  witb« 
tlieic  five  bffcthica  to  death|   iW» 
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muft  obferve  that  when  I  find  a  circumftanial 
detail  of  what  pafled  f^  long  ago  as  the  time  of 
Nimrod,  about  which  period  Partholanus  was 
faid  to  have  arrived  in  Ireland,  where  not  only 
the  year  but  the  day  of  the  month  when  he  land- 
ed are  fet  down,  and  even  the  names  of  his  grey- 
hound and  his  oxen  recorded ;  I  fay  when  I  find 
all  thefe  things  fo  minutely  related,  I  am  inclined 
to  give  little  credit  to  what  is  fo  unlikely  to  be 
pertedly  known,  and  naturally  led  to  conclude  the 
whole  a  fi£bioo. 

^  But  if  notwithftandmg,  the  reader  is  ibll  but 
little  fatisfied  with  the  barrennefs  of  this  and  other 
parts  of  the  work,  I  can  only  repeat  once  for  all^ 
that  it  is  not  the  bufmefs  of  an  hiftorian  to  mak£ 
events  but  to  relate  them  -,  whilft  at  the  fame  time» 
a  hiflory  like  that  before  us  is  much  too  intereft- 
ing  to  be  entirely  neglected,  on  account  of  fuch 
incidental  imperfeftions,  of  which  the  antiquities 
of  no  other  nations,  can  be  faid  to  be  entirely  di- 
vetted. But  to  proceed. 

J»jJ^       The  name  of  the  prince  who  difpoffcfled  queen 

*^^'  Macha  was  Reachta  Rigdhearg,  the  fon  of  Lugaide 

'  Laighe  : — he  reigned  twenty  years,  but  was  at  laft 

killed  by  the  fofter  child  of  Macha,  in  revenge  for 

the  death  of  that  princefs. 

B»w»r-  Ugaine,  Hugony,  or  as  fome  call  him  Eugenius« 
furnamed  the  Great,  who  flew  Reachta,  fucceeded 
him  on  the  throne ;  he  was  the  fon  of  Eoachaidh 
(or  Achy)  Beudhaig,  of  the  royal  line  of  Here* 
mon,  and  was  a  brave  and  entetprifing  prince.— 
He  obliged  the  Prfts  to  pay  tribute  to  Ireland^ 
and  alfo  enlarged  his  dominions,  by  fo  con- 
fiderable  an  addition  as  that  of  all  the  weftern 
ides,  which  he  annexed  to  his  crown,  and  beiides 
engaged  all  his  own  princes  and  nobles  to  fwear  alle- 
giance to  him  and  his  pofterity  for  ever. 

At 
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As  ^1  the  fons  of  this  prince  when  grown  to 
man's  eftate,  afFcfted  to  be  attended  by  military 
followings,  at  the  head  of  which,  under  pretence  of 
levying  tribute,  they  marched  through  the  king* 
dom  and  committed  divers  oppreflions  and  enor- 
mities, the  Iriih  petitioning  Hugony  for  redrefs  of 
this  grievance,  he  convened  a  council^  at  which  it 
was  determined.  That,  as  the  king  had  twenty-five 
children,  the  land  fhould  be  divided  into  as  many 
part3,  and  fhared  equally  between  them,  on  con- 
dition that  each  fhould  bind  himfelf  not  to  en- 
crcjiach  u{>on  the  territories  of  any  of  his  neigh- 
bours, a  divifion  which  it  is  faid,  was  the  rule 
for  colleAing  the  taxes  for  three  hundred  years 
after  his  deceafe.  After  a  long  and  fiouri(hing 
reign,  this  monarch  was  (lain  by  a  brother  of  his, 
but  that  wicked  relation  did  not  fucceed  him  on 
the  throne. 

His  death  was  revenged  by  a  fon  he  had  by  Cea-i-^oshm. 
iair  Cruthach,  daughter  to  the  king  of  France ;  this  ^^ 
prince  was  named  Laughaire  Lorck;  of  all  his  fa- 
ther's numerous  iiTue,  we  find  he  left  only  two  fons    ' 
behmd  him.  — Laughaire  having  flain  his  father's 
murderer,  fuccecded  to  the  crown,  but  was  him- 
felf perfidioufly  murdered  by  his  brother  Cobthach. 

Cobthach  had  been  always  treated  by  King 
Laughaire,  with  the  greateft  tendernefs  and  indul- 
gence, and  had  a  princely  revenue  appointed  for 
hi^  fubfiftaacej  neverthclefs  all  this  would  not 
fatisfy  his  ambition.  He  perfedly  pined  and 
languiflied  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  crown,  to  which, 
as  his  brother  had  a  fon  and  a  grandfon,  he  enter- 
tained no  hopes  of  regularly  fucceeding.  His 
grief  for  this  circumftance  was  fo  great  that  it 
evidently  afFefted  his  conftitution,  and  reduced 
him  to  fuch  a  condition  that  it  was  even  thought 
impoflible  he  fliould  live.— While  he  lay  fick,  the 
JuDg  his  brother,  who  had  a  great  aifedion  for 

him. 


44         HISTORY    or    IRELAND. 

hiin»  came  to  vific  him.  Being  attended  as  ufual 
by  his  guards  Cobthach  demanded  the  reafon  of 
foch  a  precaiKion,  at  which  he  fieemed  much 
offended,  demanding  to  know  whether  his  brother 
entertuned  any  fufpicions  of  his  truth  and  loyalty. 
The  good-natured  king  bade  him  make  Jumfelf 
eafy,  for  he  had  no  fuch  thoughts^  but  that  he 
made  ufe  of  his  attendants,  merely  to  fupport  die 
segal  dignity,  adding  however.  That  fince  that  dt^ 
cumftance  made  him  uneafy,  he  would  i^iiit  him 
priyately  and  unattended  for  the  future. 

Whether  Cobthach  then  firft  conceived  the  bafe 
defign  of  murdering  his  brother,  or  whether  he 
had  long  deviled  it,  and  made  ufe  of  this  fickneft 
as  the  means  to  bring  it  about,  whichever  of  tfaefe 
was  the  cafe,  he  went,  immediately  after  Laughaire's 
departure,  who  took  leave  of  him  with  great  aflfec- 
tion,  to  confult  a  druid  that  was  one  of  his  de- 
pendants, on  the  moft  eligible  m^ans  to  deftroy 
him.  In  confequence  of  his  advice,  it  was  de- 
termined, that  Cobthach  (hould  feign  himfelf  dead, 
when  Laughaire  came  next  to  fee  him,  and  then 
take  the  advantage  of  his  near  approach,  to  dif- 
patch  this  envied  rival.  Accordingly  when  the 
King  made  his  next  viflt  alone, and,  feeing  his  brother 
dead  as  he  fuppofed,  threw  himfelf  upon  the 
body  to  bewail  his  lofs,  the  infamous  Cobdiach 
ftabbed  him  with  a  poignard,  he  had  concealed  for 
the  purpofe,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  his  life  and 
re^n  together. 

But  as  Cobthach  by  no  means  thought  himfelf 
iecure,  white  the  fon  of  Laughaire  was  living, 
he  therefore  murdered  him,  and  defigned  to  <k> 
the  fame  witii  his  grandlbn,  on  whom  otherwije 
the  fucceflion  might  devolve.  But  having  exer- 
ciied  many  barbarities  on  this  young  innocent,  and 
(inding  their  effed  was  fuch  as  to  take  away  his 

fpeech 
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fptech  and  to  throw  him  into  terrible  convulfioiis, 
which  appeared*  to  have  injured  hb  fenfes  inepa* 
rabljr,  die  iifurper  diinking  him  no  longer  an  ob* 
jeA  to  be  di^ded,  affedling  mercy^  that  virtue 
U>  which  the  tenor  of  his  infamous  conduft  pro^ 
daimed  him  a  ftranger,  difmified  him  with  his 
life,  and  took  no  farther  trouble  about  one 
whom  he  deemed  incapable  of  giving  him  any 
difturbance.  This  young  prince,  whole  name  was 
Maon  was  coffiveyed  to  Monfter  by  his  friends^ 
where  he  was  referved  as  a  fcouige  for  the  ty« 
rant. 

Cobthach,  delivered  from  his  apprehenfions,  <^^^  c^^^dMcik 
over  his  fut^e^s  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  reigned 
for  diirty  years,  amidft  their  curfes  and  difafiec- 
tion  ;^-^all  this  he  little  regarded,  he  had  facri* 
ficed  equally  his  confcience  and  peace  to  get  the 
crawfi,  and  he. valued  not  daily  repeating  the 
violation  of  both  to  retain  it. — ^But  vengeance  ac 
kft  overtodc  him  in  the  height  of  his  pride  when 
he  leaft  eicpecbed  it,  and  he  feU  a  fad  example 
of  die  evUs  actttiding  ambidon,  treachery,  and  kw- 
kfs  power. 

While  the  ufurper  reigned  as  he  thought  m  the 
vtmoft  iecurity,  a  ftorm  was  gathering  which  at 
laft  broke  over  his  execrable  head  and  invdved 
him  in  unexpe^d  ruin. 

The  young  prince  Maon,  after  having  relided 
for  Ibme  time  m  Munfter,  the  ufe  of  his  fpeech 
and  other  faculties  being  reftored,  paflcid  over  into 
Gaul  or  France,  where  difcovenng  himfelf  he 
daimed  a  relation  to  the  king  of  that  country,  of 
which  his  great  grandmother  Ceafair  Cruthach,  as 
has  been  mentioned  before,  was  a  native.  The 
Gallic  monarch  received  him  kindly,  and  promot* 
td  him  to  the  command  of  his  forces ; — in  the 
mean  tsne  he  held  intelligence  with  theloyal  party 

In 
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in  Ireland,  *  and  at  len^;th,  being  refolved  toclaioi 
the  crown  fo  juftly  his  right,  he  implored  the  aifift^ 
ance  of  the  king  his  relation,  whote  ^ueft  he  was  ^ 
and  that  prince  granted  him  an  aid  ok  upwards  of 
2qoo  men,  whom  he  embarked  on  board  a  fufficienc 
number  of  veflels,  and  landed  with  thorn  in  the 
harbour  of  Wexford* 

Having  received  intelligence  where  CobthacJi  rc« 
fided,  he  refolved  immediately  to  furprize  him, 
and  marching  with  all  fecrecy  and  expedition  to  the 
tyrant's  court,  he  came  upon  him  unprepared,  and 
flew  him  and  all  his  minifters  and  attendants. 

Thus  perifhed  the  wicked  Cobthach,  after  he 
had  filled  the  meafure  of  his  iniquity,  unpitied,  un^ 
r^retted;.  Maon  immediately  fucceeded  to  the 
crown,  and  was  declared  King  of  Ireland  by  the 
name  of 
^*    w.      Labra  Longfeach }   an  appellation  which  we  are 

hJnLou  ^^^^  ^^  S?^  ^y  ^^^  fp^^/^i^g  (when  he  was  thought 

&Kiu     'to  be  deprived  of  fpeech)  as  the  Irifh  term  denotes 

— Of  this  prince    little  elfe   is  related  after    he 

came  to  the  crown,'  dian  that  he  invented  a  fort  of 

green  headed  partifans,  which  He  brought  over  with 

him 

*  Keating  and  others  here  relate      happily  accompli /hed— I  ihall  uot 
•  love  adventure  of  thit  prince,  with      pronounce  thii  a  fable»  but  only  pb- 
the  daughter' of  one  of  the  Kings  of      ferve,  it  is  obvious  enough  that  the 
MunAer,  whofe  name  was  Moriat.       prince  had  fufllicient  incitements  tv 
Itisfaid  that. this  princefs  having      urge  him  onhisexpeditionj  withost 
conceived  a  violent    affection    for  that  of  love  being  add^d  to  them  } 
him  (which  probably  took  its  rife  and  methinks  the  writer  who  re- 
while  he  lay  concealed  in  that  pro-  cords  this  ftoty  wrovld  have  done  hit 
▼ince)  fent  him  over  a  prefent  of  hero  more  honour,  if  he  had  rather 
jewels,  togetherwith  a  letter,  when  attributed  his  refolutton  to  a  defite 
lie  was  in  Gaul,  and  commanded  of  avenging  the  murder  of  his  father 
the  troops  of  that  country.     The  and  grandfather  and  of  delivering 
meflenger  was  a  muHcian,  who^  get-  his  fubjefls  from  oppreflion,   than 
ting  accefs  to  Maon,  recited  a  poem  to  a  paflion  which,  however  inno- 
of  the  princefs's  in  his  praifc,  and  •   cent  can  by  no  means  be  accounted 
accompanied  it  with  fuch  a  delight-  fo  difinterefted— And  if  the  whole 
ful  tune  on  his  harp  as  at  once  in-  is  to  be  confidered  as  ^  pleafing  ro- 
fpired  the  young  chief  Mnth  love  and  mahce,  I  cannot  agrde  with  Warner 
heroifm ;  and  from  that  time,  it  it  that  fuch  fidions  are  proper  to  fill  a. 
(aid,  he'formed  the  deiigns  of  rece-  place  in  grave,  hiftoric  pages }  I  r«« 
vefing  his    crown,    and  marrying  thcr  think  they  difgrace  Cbeiiu 
Moriat,  bQthof  wbichheafterwardf 
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him  from  Gaul  for  the  iife  of  the  foldiery,  if  we 
except  a  fabie,f  the  abfurdity  of  which,  and  its 
fimilarity  to  one  in  Ovid's  Metamorphofes,  render  ' 
it  highly  unworthy  to  be  dwelt  upon  in  any  ferious 
hiftory.  Labra  reigned,  eighteen  years,  but  was 
killed  at  lail  by  a  fon  of  Cobthach  the  tyrant. 

And  here  again  our  accounts,  for  a  long  period 
of  time,  are  as  imperfe&  as  thofe  which  we  find  be* 
twecn  the  reign  of  OUam  Fodhla  and  that  of  Kim- 
bath— I  Ihall  therefore  pafs  over  them  as  briefly  as 
pollible,  dwelling  only  upon  the  mofl:  remarkable 
events  recorded  in  the  annals  of  thofe  times. 

Meiige  Malbthach  fon  of  Cobthach  Caolbreag,  JJ^'V 
of  the  Heremonian  line  reigned  feven  years,  and   *^**'***' 
was  flain  by 

Modchorb,  of  the  line  of  Heber  Fionn,  who*****:'***' 
reigned  alfo  feven  years,  and  fell  by.  the  hand  of 
Angus  OUam. 

Angus  OUam   grandfon  of  Labra  Longfeach,.AfisM 
reigned  eighteen  years.  ^^"^ 

Jarn  Gleofathach,  of  the  pofterity  of  Cobthach,  Jm  cieo- 
killed  Angus  and  fucceeded  to  the  crown,  but  was     "^ 
himfcif  flain  by.  Fcarchorb  the  fon  of  Modchorb. 

Fearchorb  ruled  Ireland  eleven  years  and  perilhed«^««*«»*- 
by  the  fword  of  the  preceding  monarch's  fon. 

This  was  Conla  Cruaid  Cealgach  of  the  Here-c<mUCnH 
monian  line^  he  reigned  four  years,  died  a  natural  ^ch?**** 
death  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon, 

Ollioi    Caiihiaclach,    who    reigned  twenty-five  oi|»oi 
yearS)  and  was  flain  at  Tara  by  Adamhar.  acUciJ 

Adamhar 


t  This  fMt  gites  an  account  of  pelted  It.     The  circumftances  of 

>  Bicaral  daformtty  df  Labn  Long-  the  ftory  refemble  thofe  in  the  fa* 

fetch,  which  occafiooed  him  to  put  bulous  tale  of  Midat,  but  with;thia. 

to  death  aU  thofe  who  cut  his  hair,  difference  that  whereas  the  Phrygian 

till,  at  UA,  compalBon  induced  hire  monarch  was  farnifhed  with  the  eare 

to  fparv  a  poor  widow*s  fon  who  dif-  of  an  aff •     Labra  Longfeach  -it  rt<- 

cofered  the  grand  fecret  to  a  tree  portevi  to  have  had  thofe  of  a  horfe. 
&OB1  whfACt  a  hafp  being  made,  re* 
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jj^^.^     Adamhar  Fdtchahoin,  a  ddcendau  of  Hebtr 

Fionn,  reigned  but  five  years. 
AchT  Eocheadh  (or  Achy)  Foltleathan,  grandibn  of 

'^r'^^^Conla  beforementioned,  fuccl^ded  him^  he  reigned 
monarch  eleven  years  and  fell  by  the  hand  c£  Fcr* 
gus  Fortamhuil. 
Ferrit  For-     This  Fcigus  was  defcended  fiom  Labra  Lang- 
*■"**"'"•   {each,  of  the  line  of  Heremon  j — ^hc  ruled  the  tfland 
twelve  years  and  was  poffiififed  of  an  extraordinary 
ftrength  of  body»  but  was  at  laft  killed  by  Angus 
Turmy, 
T^*  Angus  Turmy  who  fucceeded  to  the  throne, 

""^"  was  the  fon  of  Achy  Fokleathan  tad  grandfon  of 
Olliol  Caifhiadach,  defoended  from  Hugony,  of 
the  Heremonian  line.  This  monarch  being  once 
overcome  with  wine,  vblated  the  chaftity  of  his  own 
daughter^  and  got  her  with  child,  of  which  cruntf 
he  was  fo  much  alhamed  afterwards,  that  he  could 
never  endure  to  be  feen  in  public.-*Yet  he 
committed  an  aftion  afterwai^s,  which  if  he  had 
judg^  nghtly  ht  had  'much  more  reafon  to  be 
afhamed  ^ :  for  when  his  daughter  was  delivered 
of  a  male  child  the  fruit  of  his  incefhious  commerce 
with  her,  he  caufird  the  infant  to  be  conveyed  away 
privately,  afid  put  to  fea  in  a  fmall  boat,  where 
without  any  attendants,  he  was  expoled  to  the  nncr- 
cy  of  the  wbds  and  waves :  he  was  funtifhedy 
however,  with  many  rich  mandes  and  other  con* 
veniences,  and  a  quantity  of  jewels  were  placed  by 
him,  which  if  any  one  fortunately  took  him  xip 
might  prove  that  he  was  of  no  vulgar  extraction. 
But,  with  all  this  parade,  the  young  prince  rauft 
inevitably  have  perifhed,  if  he  had  not  been  found 
by  ibme  fiihermen  who  put  him  to  nurfe,  and,  ac* 
cording  to  the  Irifh  writers,  his  progeny  became  after- 
wards Kings  of  Scotland. — Angus  was  killed  at 
Tarah,  and  fucceeded  by  Connal  Callamhrach. 

Connat 
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Conall  was  the  fon  of  Adatnhar  Folthain  of  ^hCj^^'j^'*- 
line  of  Hcremon,    After  a  nine  years  reign  he  was 
flain  by  a  prince  of  the  family  of  Heber  Fiond. 

This  prince  was  named  Niadh'Seadhamhuin  ;-t-^"<'1»  Se. 
he  governed  the  ifland  feven  years,  and  waa  flain  by  **'***°**^"*"" 
Earda  Aighnach. 

Eadna  Aighnach  was  the  legitimate,  fon  of  Angus  Hadna 
Turmy:— he  was    remarkable  for  his  .jbountiful^'^^'*^* 
difpofition^  reigned  twenty-eight  years,  and  fell  by 
the  fword  of  Crimtban,  furnamed  Crofgrach  from  ^''T^^ 
the  great  flaughter  he  made  in  battle,  was  the  fon  of  ™  * 
Feidhlim  Fortruin,  defccndcd  from  Breafal  Breac, 
cf  the  race  of  Heremon  j   he  reigned  feven  years, 
but  notwithftanding  his  valour,  he. was  killed  by 
Riigrhuidhe,  or  Rogerus,  who  fucceeded  him. 

This  Rogerus  was  furnamed  the  Great :  he  was  Rogenn 
the  fon  of  Sithrighe^  who  drew  his  defcent  from  In 
—He  reigned  feventy  years  and  died  a  natural 
death  at  Arsiad  Rofs. 

Jonahdmnar,  grandfoii  of  Adamhar,  of  the  flock  Jonaiid. 
of  Hcbcr  Fionn  fucceeded,  reigned  but  three-years  "**"' 
and  was  flain  by  Brcafal  Bodhiaba« 

Breafal  fucceeded :   he  was  the  fon  of  Rogerus.  ^^J^jii^ 
In  his  time  there  wa$  a  great  mortality  amorig  the 
cattle,  from  whence  he  is  faid  to  have  derived  his 
furoame.     After  a  reign  of  feven  years  he  was  flaini 

Lughaide  Luaghne  who  killed  him  mounted  the  Lughuda 
throne  after  him,  but  he  enjoyed  it  only  five  years,  ^"■»**"^ 
he  was  the  fon  of  Jonahdmhar,  of  the  race  of  Heber 
Fionn,  and  was  flain  by  Congall  Claringneach,  a 
fon  of  Rogerqs  of  the  family  of  In 

Congall  reigned  next  for  thirteen  years^  and  fell  congtii 
by  die  hand  of  Duach.  :      S.*di?' 

Duach  next  enjoyed  the  crown  j  he  was  the  fon  Ouich 
of  Carbry  Loifgleathan,    grandfon    of  Lughaide  g»^ 
Luashne  of  the  Heberian  line.     According  tofome  *^^ 
of  the  Irifh  writers,    his  father  had  another  fon 
whofe  name  was  Deaghadh,  or  Degad :  both  princes 

Vol.  I,  E  were 
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KtMiAf.  ^erc  equally  worthy  to  fill  tlic  Irifli  duxmc,  Duach^ 
however,  being  the  elder,  feized  on  the  crown  ;  but 
Degad  being  of  an  cnterprizihg  fpirit,  rcfdvcd  to 
diipute  the  matter  with  him  in  the  field.  But  be- 
fore he  could  draw  his  forces  together,  the  king 
being  informod  of  his  fchemes,  fent  a  friendly  mef- 
fagcf  to  invite  him  to  court,  and  Degad  who  was 
more  of  a  warrior  than  a  politician,  being  weak 
enough  to  obey  the  fummons,  was  feized  and  had 
his  eyes  put  out,  in  order  (as  they  fay)  to  pre- 
vent his  purfuing  his  ambitious  defigns.-^Duach 
after  this  piece  cf  cruelty,  it  is  faid,  allowed  him  a 
handfome  revenue  during  his  lift,  from  whence  he 
was  called  Dalta  Degad,  or  the  Fofter  Father  of 
Degad. 

But  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  there  is  fome- 
thing  inconfiftent  in  the  manner  of  relating  this 
fbory,  fincc  whatever  indulgence  Duach  might  fliew 
his  brother,  after  his  treachery  and  cruelty  to  him,  he 
could  fcarcely  defcrve  to  be  his  called  Fofter  Father* 
The  reafon  of  this  appellation  is  much  better  ac- 
counted for  by  another  writer,  who  tells  the  ftonr 
in  a  different  nianner. 

He  fays  that  the  Degad  mentioned  here  was  not 
the  brother  of  Duach ;  but  that  he  was  the  foh  of 
that  Fiacha,  who  was  expo&d  by  his  unnatural 
father  Angus,  and  taken  up  by  filhermen.  For 
that  Fiacha  had  obtained  a  fettlement  in  Ulftcr, 
from  whence  Degad  having  become  an  objeft  of 
jealoufly  to  the  race  of  Ir,  was  by  their  means  ex- 
pelled ;  on  which  he  fled  to  Duach  the  reigning 
king,  who  received  him  in  the  moft  favourable 
manner  im^inable,  and  conferred  fuch  gifts  and 
honours  upon  him,  as  caufed  him  ever  after- 
wards to  be  ftyled  by  way  of  diftindtion,  the  Fofter 
Father  of  Degad. — After  a  reign  of  ten  years,  Du- 
ach was'flain  by  Fachtna  Fathach;  but  it  is  added 
that  Degad  was  fo  much  beloved  by  the  people, 

that 
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that  they  elefted  him  king  of  the  whole  province  of 
Munftcr,  where  his  race  flouriftied  in  the  greateft 
fplendour,  and  ibme  of  them  afterwards  fucceeded 
to  the  moniafchy  of  Scotland* 

Fachtna  Fathach  fucceeded  on  the  throne.    HeFaehtaa 
was  defcendcd  from  Rugcrus,  of  the  line  of  Ir,  and  ^'^^'^ 
obtained  his  fumame  from  his  great  wifdom  and 
learning.    He  reigned  eighteen  years  and  was  kill-- 
ed  by  Achy  Fcyloch. 

Achy  Fcyloch  was  fo  called    frort  the  habit  Achy  Fcf^ 
he  had  of  fighing,  which  he  is  faid  to  have  con-  **^^ 
traded,  on  the  lofs  of  his  three  fons  who  were  all 
ilain  in  one  batde. 

He  firfl:  laid  out,  fays  Keating,  (but  according 
to  others)  he  only  reftored,  the  divifion  of  the  Irifh 
provinces,  which  Hugony  had  eftablilhed  as  far  as 
he  was  able* — And  at  firft  he  divided  the  province 
of  Connaught  into  three  portions;  but  Achy 
Alias,  and  Fiadhaidh,  on  whom  he  had  beftowed 
two  of  them,  refufing  a  requlfition  of  his  for  a 
^pot  of  ground,  wh^reoA  to  build  a  palace  within 
tneir  jurifdidion,  Tinne  who  held  the  third  diftrift 
offering  him  freely  any  pkrt  of  the  country  which 
fell  to  his  Ihare,  for  that  purpofe,  the  king  was  fo 
much  pleated  with  his  compliance,  that  he  admitt* 
ed  him  to  a  fhare  of  his  moil  fecret  councils^ 
marritd  him  to  his  own  daughter  Meaba,  and 
finally  gave  him  a  grant  of  the  whole  provincfi^ 
in  virtue  of  which  Tinne  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
it  by  force  of  arms,  and  a  royal  palace  was  built 
according  to  the  king's  defign,  which  was  called 
Rath  Cruachan,  where  public  councils  were  held 
and  other  matters  of  public  concern  tranfafled. 
The  king  of  Connaught  having  reigned  many 
years  over  his  province,  was  at  laft  flain  at  Tara^ 
after  which  event  his  queen  fucceeded  him,  and  as 
the  Irifh  writers  fay,  remained  ten  years  a.  widow 
Ivfofe  fhe  was  married  again  to  OUiol  More,  who 
E  2  wu 
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was  of  a  noble  defcent  in  Lcinfter.  It  is  added  that 
flic  lived  eight  years  with  OUiol,  aiid  paffed  a  fc- 
cond  widowhood  of  eight  years  after  his  death, 
during  which  laft  period,  (he  was  got  with  child 
by  Fergus  a  ghict  of  the  province  of  Ulftcr,  and 
was  delivered  of  three  boys  at  a  birth.— But  this 
is  moft  improbable,  conGdering  the  great  age  that 
princefs  mud  be  arrived  at,  according  to  this  account 

before  her  conncftion  with  Fergus. In  efFcd 

there  muft  be  fome  miftake,  in  the  chronology  or 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  events,    and  this  ap- 
pears the  more  evident,  as  in  another  place  we  find 
ii!  related   that  this  Fergus  was  killed  by  OUiol 
More,   becaufc  he  was  jealous  of  him  with  his 
queen.     Indeed,  it  is   not  very  likely  that   Olliol 
lived  eighty  years  with  Meaba-,    and  that  ftory, 
which  is  related  by  O'Flahcrty,  is  more  ridiculous 
than  any  of  the  reft,    of  an  agreement  Queen 
Meaba  made  with  her  hufband,  that  Ihe  fhould  be 
permitted  to  violate  her  bed,  after  her  union  with 
him,  merely  on  account  of  her  chaility  and  conti- 
nence for  which  Ihe  was  remarkable  during  her 
former  ftate  of  widowhood. 
Keating.        This  prfnccfs   after  the  death  of  Olliol  More, 
having  removed  her  rcfidence  to  the  border  of  a 
pleafant  lake,  ufed  to  amufe  herfelf  in  the  fum- 
mcr  mornings  with  fwimming,  a  diverlion  which 
(he  was   particularly  fond  of.      Forbhuide,    the 
Ibn  of  Connor,  king  of  Ulfter,  being  informed 
of  this  cuftom  of  the  queen*s,    he  Iccretly  took 
the  me^ure  of  the  lake,  with  a  line  he  had  pre- 
pared for  the  purpofe,   which  he  then  brought 
vvith  him,  and  fixing  two  ftakes  at  the  two  extrc- 
tremities  that   meafured  the  breadth  of  the  lake, 
when  he  had  placed  an  apple  at  the  top  of  one  of 
the  ftakes,  he  ftood  at  the  other,  and  for  a  long 
tjnie  made  it  his  pradice  to  caft  a  ftone  out  of  a 

fling 
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fling  at  the  apple,  till  at  length  he  could  aim  it 
with  fuch  a  nicety  as  never  to  mifs  the  mark. 

About  this   time  there  was   a  meeting  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  Connaught  and  Ulfter  on 
the  banks  of  the  Shannon,  at  Inis  Cloithrin,  in  ' 
order  to  fettle  fome  differences  between  the  two 
provinces. 

The  fon  of  Connor  came  on  this  errand  with  his 
father's  deputies,  and  thought  this  might  be  a  fit 
time  to  put  in  execution  the  defign  he  had  formed 
againft  the  queen  of  Connaught. — And  fo  in- 
deed it  fell  out ;  for  Meaba  little  fufpefting  what 
was  intended,  came  according  to  her  cuftom  to 
divert  hcrfelf  in  the  lake,  when  Forbhuide  flung  a 
ftonc  at  her,  which  ftruck  her  full  on  the  fore- 
head, and  flie  funk  down  dead  to  the  bottom  im- 
mediately. 

Thus  fell  Meaba  by  the  treachery  of  the  prince  Keating. 
of  Ulfl:er,*  after  having  held  the  fceptre  fot  a  long 
fucceflion  of  years. — And  here  the  courfe  of  this 
Hiftory  leads  me  to  fpeak  of  the  king  of  Ulfter, 
his  exploits  and  the  remarkable  manner  of  his 
death. 

E  3  Connor 

*  There  had  been  wtr  for  a  long  cordiiigljr,  (probably   not  for  their 
time  bctvreen  t^e  provinces  of  IH-    ,  fakes,  but   ror  the  honour  of  hit 

iter  and  Connaught  i  the   origin  of  country)  relieved  the  place,  but  he 

the  difputc,  on  which  Keating  hat  was  more  careleft  of  his  own  honour: 

bcftowed  many  pagety  was  a  breach  though  he  had  given  the  hrotbert  ji 

©f  faith  of  Connor*s. That  mo-  pardon,  and  even  given  hoibges  for 

sareh  having  (at  it  it  faid)  confined  their  ^fc  return,    he  iflued  fecret 

a  young  female  nannsd  Deirdre  in  a  orUert   to    thofe  who  ibould    have 

tower,  in  onler  to  prevent  certain  condu£lcd  them  to  his  prefence,  to 

4i^HiTinncct  which  according,  to  fome  afla/Tinate  them  on  the  way,  which 

prcdidion  of  the  druidi   ihe  %rat  ^re  accordingly  obferved  too  punc- 

deitined   to  occafion,  a  gentleman  toally ;    but  one  of    the   hoflages 

of  Ulfter  foand  means  to  fvrpri/e  the  whofc  qamv   was   Fergut,    rtfenft- 

c^le  and  ftea)  her  )iway  j — ^the  two  in;;  this  treachery,  took  arms  againft 

lovers  then  went  to  Scotland,  but  the  Icing,  and  after  varioui  ikirmiihet 

the  king  who  reigned  there,  bccom-  withdrew  to  Connaught,  where  he 

iof  enamoured  of  Dcirdrr's  beauty  put  himfelf  under  queen   Me«ba*t 

Hic  wat  oblige i  to  retreat  to  an  ifland  protections  an4  engaged  her  peoglff 

with     her  hufban«   and   his   three  in  their  quarre), Thii  was  (he 

^rocfaen,    where   being  reduced  to  fource  of  thefe  contentions,  an4  of 

great  flraitt,  they  at  laft  follicited  the   rcfpntmcAt  of    the  prince    qi 

liiciovo  Iron  xnfter.««-Coiuior  ac*  Vliler, 
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'^••^^  Connor  the  fon  of  Ncafa»  king  of  Ulfter  was 
one  of  the  chief  heroes  of  this  age,  but  there  were 
three  others  who  difputed  pre-eminence  i  thefe 
were  ConnalU  Conguillain  Laore,  and  Buadh^ch.— • 
To  end  the  contention  Connall  one  day  called 
.for  one  of  the  trophies  of  his  viftories,  which  being 
produced  immediately,  (ilenced  the  other  two 
champions,  who  acknowledged  that  he  dclerved 
the  preference  in  valour  and  military  flciU  which 
he  had  fo  eameftly  laid  claim  to. 

But  this  vi^ory  of  his  proved  fatal  to  the 
king.~The  trophy  produced  was  no  odicr  than 
a  ball  of  the  brains  of  Mefgedra,  •  a  celebrated 
warrior  which  were  laid  up  in  one  of  the  royal 
'  repofitories,  partly  on  account  of  its  being  refped- 
ed  as  a  mark  of  Connall's  (kill  and  courage,  and 
pardy  as  the  Irifti  Wrif^rs  fay,  bccaufc  there  was  a 
prophecy,  that  this  ball  Ihould  one  day  prove  fatal 
to  the  province  of  Ulfter,  But  all  this  precau* 
tion  was  vain ;  for  two  natural  fools  whom  the 
king  kept  for  his  diverf;on,  im^ining  there  muft 
be  fomething  extraordinary  in  the  cafe,  ran  away 
with  it,  and  being  got  to  the  green  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  royal  palace  of  Eamania,  th-^y  began 
toffing  it  from  one  to  another  in  play.  While  they 
were  thus  diverting  thenifelves,  one  Ceat  a  famous 
hero  of  the  province  of  Connaught  combg  by* 
rode  up  to  the  fools,  and  perfuaded  them  to  give 
him  this  ball^  which  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  value  of ;  and  having  obtained  it,  withdrew 
immediately  with  it  into  his  own  diftrift. 

As  there  was  war  at  that  time  between  the  men 
t>f  Connaught  and  thofe  of  Ulfter,  Ce^t  tied  the 
ball  to  his  belt,  and  ufed  perpetyally  to  vaunt  of 

the 

*  A  btt^troQt  ciiftom  prerxilcd  them  !n  the  fv;  till  they  acquiied 

!a  thofe  dayij  of  th^r  wtrriors  tak-  the  hardaefi  of  fiooe. And  thek 

log  out  the  brains  of  thofe  whoqi  were  produced  V  their  feafta  ao4 

they  had   (lain  iii^ngle   combat,  public  meetiasSy  as  trophies  of  vie* 

yujUAg  them  witlrlime  tod  dryiap  tory  an^  bpd^et  of  high  di4tia6)io9* 
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the  acquifuion,  and  threaten  his  enemies  with  it. 
A  body  of  troops  under  his  comaumd  entering 
the  province  of  Ulfter  foon  after,  Connor  mufter* 
ing  all  his  beft  foldiers  noade  hafte  to  meet  theoi, 
and  as  foon  as  they  came  in  ficht  of  each  other, 
both  armies  drew  up  in  order  of  battle. 

However,  inftead  of  coming  to  a  decifive  battle, 
Ceat  took  this  opportunity  to  contrive  a  ftratagem 
whereby  he  thought  to  put  an  end  to  his  enemy's 
life  without  hazarding  a  battle. 

For  this  purpofe,  as  a  great  number  of  the 
Connaugbt  ladies  were  aflembled  on  an  eminence, 
to  view  the  battle,  Ceat  fent  a  mefiage  in  their  name 
requefting  to  fee  the  king  before  the  commence*  ^ 
ment  of  the  figh:. — Connor  who  is  reprefented  as  a 
prince  of  great  gallantry  was  by  no  means  back- 
ward in  accepting  the  invitation ;  and  as'  it  was  to 
women  only  that  he  was  going,  he  fet  out  withoyt 
a  guard  and  entirely  unattended.  The  treacher- 
ous Ceat  perceiving  that  the  king  was  fallen  into 
his  fnare,  ran  up  to  him  with  all  fpeed  s  but 
Connor  beginning  to  fulpeft  the  treachery  made 
a  precipitate  retreat— ^^Ccat  followed,  and  at  laft 
came  fo  near  that  he  whirled  the  ball  of  brains 
at  him,  with  fo  exuA  an  aim  that  it  ftruck  his. 
Ikull,  and  frafturcd  it, — Howc\'er  his  troops  jper- 
ceiving  their  prince's  diflrefled  fituation  made  luch 
hafte  to  his  afliftance,  that  Ceat  was  forced  to  fly 
in  his  turn,  and  was  happy  that  he  efcaped  with 
life  to  his  own  army. 

Though  the  wound  which  Connor  had  received 
was  extremely  dangerous,  yet  one  of  his  furgepns 

undercook   to  cure  it. Accordingly  he  took 

the  care  of  the  kuig's  life,  which  he  had  (kilV 
enouffh  for  that  time  to  preferve.  But  the  firadure 
which  the  ball  had  made  on  the  fkull  was  attended 
with  fuch  an  ^ffeft,  that  the  patient  was  told,  if 
ever  he  rode  hard  or  put  himfelf  into  any  violent 
£  4  |>aQlQix 
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paflion  or  agitation  of-  fpirits,    the  confequcncca 

.  would  prove  fatal.     Connor  was  moderate  enough 

to  obferve  thefe  directions  for  fcven  years,  and, 

.  during  that  time  received  no  farther  injury  from 

the  contufion. — The  firft  time  he  broke  through 

them,  the^  furgeon's  prediftion  was  verified ;  for 

throwing  himlelf  into  a  great  rage  on  fomeocqa- 

fion  or'  other  ♦,  the  wound  broke  out  afrefh,  his 

brains  burft  forth  and  he  expired  upon  the  fpot. 

Thus  died  Connor  king  of  Ulfter  who  was   fo 

renowned  in  Ijlih   ftory. Two  circumftanccs, 

.  however  muft  always  refleft  dilhonour  on  his 
name,  one  which  has  already  been  mentioned  was 
his  fcandalous  breach  of  faith  to  the  lovers  who 
had  his  pardon,  and  hoftagcs  for  their  fafe  con^ 
duft;  the  other  was,  that  he  committed  inccft 
with  his  mother  in  a  drunken  fit,  who  a&ually  had 
a  child  by  him ;  but  no  dcfccndants  from  this 
fpurious  breed  fuccecded  in  another  generation, 
and  his  mother  we  arc  told  foon  after  Toft  all  her 
other  children,  except  three,  and  even  thofe  three 
difed  without  iffue.— ^-^Wc  only  give  this  as  a  bare 
relation  of  the  faft  as  it  ftanas  recorded,  not  as 
an  inftancc  of  divine  judgements  which  fome  are 
fond  of  dealing  with  unfparing  hand,  as  if  they 
wert  admitted  of  the  fecret  counfcls  of  Heaven. 

Thefe  two  things  excepted,  it  may  be  allowed 
that  Connor  was  both-  a  valiant  warrior  and  a 
great  prince. 

The  fed  of  bards  and  philofophers  called  Pi» 
leahs;  having  not  only  engroffcd  all  the  learning  of 
the  age,  but  falfified  the  truft  repofed  in  them  of 
explaining  and  in  a  great  mcafure  of  adminifteripg 
the  laws,  this  abufc  fo  enraged  the  inhabitants  of 
•  Leinftcr  and  M  waiter,  that  they  rofc  againft  them 

as 

^ -There   ii   a   ridiculous   Itory,  as  the  ftory  is  (b  inconfiftent  to  he 

thai  the  caofc  of  his  rage  wi«  t)ip  given   up   by   Keatiag  himftJf,    it 

-  foftertngs  the  3aYioiir  o/  the  world .  would  be  abfurd  for  me  to  tiouUe 

'  weat  throu^  at  that  period.— ^ot^  my  readers, with  it« 
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as  with  oilc  confent,  and  feem  refolved  entirely  to 
extirpate  them  from  the  land.  On  this  occafion 
thcfe  Fileahs  had  recourfe  to  Connor  as  knowing 
him  to  be  a  perfon  of  great  abilities.  He  heard 
with  calmnels  and  determined  with  candour. 
Though  it  was  evident  to  him  that  when  the 
fource  of  the  laws  was  corrupted,  good  order 
muft  be  baniflied  from  a  ftate,  yet  it  did  not  ap- 
pear equally  plain  to  him,  that  there  was  an  ab- 
folute  nccelllty  to  abolifh  the  order*.  He  rightly 
conceiving  that  it  was  not  likely  fo  great  a  body 
as  that  of  thefe  bards  fhould  be  all  without  ex- 
ception corrupt,  fct  fome  of  the  wifeft  and  bed 
among  them  to  revife  the  laws,  and  reduce  them 
to  one  fimple  code,  which  in  moft  cafes  a  perfon 
of  a  moderate  underftanding,  might  conceive  the 
fpirit  and  purport  of.  This  was  accordingly 
done,  and,  if  we  believe  the  Irifli  writers,  with  fuch 
fuccefs  that  the  laws  given  by  this  feft,  that  a 
little  while  before  was  fo  much  hated,  began  now 
to  be  ftyled  "  heavenly  judgments-," — fo  great  an 
cfffcft  has  the  wifdom  of  a  king  upon  the  morals 
and  difpoHtions  of  his  people. 

Connor,  though  a  great  prince,  was  far  from  be- 
ing happy  in  his  domeftic  concerns,  befides  theftains 
his  character  had  received  from  the  two  circumftan- 
CCS  above  related,  he  was  rather  unfortunate  in  his 
children.  His  fon  was  guilty  of  a  moft  bafe  and 
cowardly  aftion,  in  killing  the  aucen  of  Con- 
naught  in  the  lake,  and  one  of  his  daughters 
though  purchafcd  in  marriage  by  the  king  of 
Lcinfter,  at  the  expence  of  a  large  track  of  his 
own  dominions,  went  off  with  an  officer  in  the 
troops  of  Ulfter,  and  forfopk  the  hulband  who 
had  given  fuch  ftrong  proofs  of  his  love  by  pre- 
ferring 

*  Cuh  btid  of  the  firft  clafi  fecond  daCs  retained  fifteen, — ani 
tBtertajrfbd  thirty  others  of  an  in-  the  whole  number  amounted  to  • 
icrier  nok.—- — £veij  bard  "o£  the      thoufdind. 


58         HISTORY    Of    IRELAND. 

ferring  it  even  to  his  intereft.  Thcfe  Atngs  mufl 
have  been  deftrudive  of  the  peace  of  any  man  of 
fenfe  and  feeling  •>  and  if  Connor  was  fuch  as  the 
hiftorians  repreknt  him,  they  muft  doubtlds  have 
grealy  difturbed  his  quiet. 

Keaiijig.  Ihc  Irilh  writers  take  nodcc  that  this  period 
was  diilinsuiftied  for  three  pardcular  tribes  or 
orders  of  knights,  who  graced  their  country  by 
their  warlike  atchievements. — The  firil  of  thcfe 
were  called  chiefs  or  knights  of  the  Red  Branch ; 
Thefe  were  commanded  by  Connor  i  the  fecond 
order  had  a  government  in  Connausht  and  were 
headed  by  Oliol  Fionn  i  and  the  third  confided 
of  a  feleft  family  called  the  children  of  Degad, 
from  whom  thiy  were  defcended ;  Thefc  laft  were 
commanded  by  Conij  the  fon  of  Daire,  and  hsd 
their  abode  in  the  weft:  of  Munfter, — Thefc  tribes 
are  faid  to  have  been  fo  courageous  and  (o  (killed 
in  arms  that  they  never  could  be  conquered  but 
by  each  other. — However  true  this  may  be,  it 
feems  that  many  of  the  fcenes  of  blood  which 
ftain  that  period  of  the  Irifh  hifl:ory,  were  owing 
to  the  Cornells  of  thefc  champions,  and  their 
extreme  defire  of  purchaiing  military  glory  ♦, 
During  all  this  interval  Achy  Feyloch,  the  monarch 
of  Ireland,  feems,  not  to  have  interfered  in  the 
proviucial  diipucest  It  appears  that  he  was 
wholly  taken  up  in  grieving  for  the  lofs  of  his 
three  fons  who  fell  in  battle,  and  their  misfortune 
made  him  deteft  war,  whofc  calamities  lie  had  felt 
fo  feverely. 

A.  M.       Achy  Arem  fuccceded  to    the    crown  ;-^thc 
aJ^aLi  ^^  among  the  Irift,  who  adopted  the  cuftom  of 

*^  ^        burying  the  bodies  of  the  dead  in  graves  dug  in 
the  earth,  which  before  ufed  to  be  only  covered 

with 

*  Tlic  eld  hiftoriani  pve  us  a      hv9t% ;  but  th^  9ft  omjtttd  hen 
loDgaccountof  the  lives,  deaths  and      aa  too  tediooi  aad  forasa  to  tht 
"c^ioiti    of   »    aufflbcr  of  theft      bifbry. 
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with  heaps  of  da^  or  ftooes  ;-^he  was  dcfccnded 
from  the  royal  line  of  Heremon ;  reigned  ten 
years  and  was  flain  by  one  nan^d  SiodhecalL 

EiderfgoU  grandfon  of  Degad  fucceeded  him,  Ei«fer%oiu 
but  he  enjoyed  the  crown  only  fix  years,  being 
flain  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  bv 

Nuadha  Neacht,  of  the  Heremonian  line,  whoNusdht 
in  a  few  months  time  was  himfclf  killed  by  the^^^'* 
fooofEiderfgoil 

This  prince  fucceeded  to  the  monarchy  ;*— his  cootry  ^ 
name  was  Conary,  and  he  was  fumamed  the  great  ^'^^ 
from  his  long  and  happy  rei^,  which  continued 
for  threefcore  years.-»In  his  tune,  the  royal  palace 
of  Tarah  was  deftroyed  by  fire ;  but  this  prince  re^ 
bulk  it  in  what  the  Irim  writers  call  a  magni- 
ficent mannen — But  what  is  infinitely  more  re- 
markahle,^  it  was  in  his  reign,  that  Jefus  Chrifl:  was 
bom,  and  confequently  from  this  time  the  Chrif-chHohn 
ftian  ^ra  coaimcnced.  ^"*  ■■  ^ 

The  father  of  Conary  having  been  killed  by  a^*"*' 
prince  of  Leinlter :  this  monarch  levied  a  fine  upon 
the  province,  which  he  obliged  the  people  to  bind 
thcmfelves  and  their  fuccew)rs  for  ever :  he  alfo 
inilfted  on  having  Ofibry  given  up  to  him  which 
be  annexed  to  Munfter  his  native  country.— And 
thus  (hewed  his  refentment  for  his  father's  death, 
which  was  rather  carried  too  far,  and  was  certain* 
1y  miiapplied,  as  it  fell  upon  the  innocent  mtore 
inan  upon  the  guilty. 

Great  encomiums  are  made  upon  this  monarchy 
J^ertheleis  very  few  particulars  are  related  of  his 
long  reign,  which  at  lad  he  ended  by  an  afiault  of 
fome  defperace  ruffians  whom  he  had  baniihed 
the  iiland,  and  who,  returning  with  a  fon  of  the 
king  of  Wales  at  their  head,  landed  in  Ireland,  and 
marched  fecretly  to  the  palace  of  Tarah,  which 
they  fet  fire  tp^  ajid  Conary  pcrilhcd  in  the 
flames* 

Lugaid 
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kuwh*         Lughaid  Riabdhearg  who  fuccccdcd  Conary,  was 

**^  defcended  from  the  royal  line  of  Hercmon.     He 

married  a  daughter  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  for 

grief  at  whofe  deccafe,  as  fomc  fay,  he  fell  upon 

his  fword,  and  fo  put  an  end  to  his  life  after  a 

reign  of  twenty  years. 

Connor  Ab.     Lughaid  was  lucceedtd  in  the  government  by 

raidhruad,  Connor  Abraidhniad'the  fon  of  Fergus  Fairge,  and 

defcended  from  the  line  of  Hercmon.     He  reigned 

only  one  year  and  was  fucceeded  by 

crimthan       Crimthan  Niadhnar  who  was  the  fon  of  Lugaid, 

Kiadhnar.  ^f  ^^^  jj^^  ^f  Hcremon. He  reigned  ♦  fixteen 

•years,  and  died  by  a  fall  from  his  hoifc. 

Here  my  aurhorities  differ  in  regard  to  many 
mattrial  points  of  hiftory.     Though  Keating  men- 
tions nothing  of  a  war  raifed  by  the  Plebeians  at 
this  period,  yet  other  correft  writers  have  handed 
us  down  an  account  of  that  event,  which  bter- 
ruptcd  the  Milefian  fucceflion  of  monarchs,  that 
had  continued    above  a  thoufand  years  in  Ire- 
land §. 
J||^^P*«-        According  to  thcfc  authors,    a  confpiracy  was 
^p|pjj~rYormed  among  the  lower  fort  of  the  people  (chiefly 
the  pofterity  of  the  Firl  Bol^s  or  Belgians)  to  over- 
turn the  power   of  the  king    and  his  nobility. 
^Their  plot  fucceeded  and  Carbry,  who  was  one 
of  the  demagogues;  was  fet  up  for  their  prince.— 
This  ufurpcr  held  it  for  five  years,    but  at  his 

death 

*  Keating   fayt  it  wu  in  thii  .AgricoU  the  Sonun   gofimw  ia 

monarch*!  reign  that  our  Saviour  Britain  to  invade  Ireland^  cndeav- 
WMrborn,  but  Archbi&op  UHierand  ouring  to  perfuad$  him  that  he 
other  twpc€t  wriier«  place  that  might  couipl^  the  conqueil  of  thic 
event  fooner,  as  I  have  done*  country  with  a  fingle  legion  i  but 
§  Thii  Crimthan  is  faid  to  have  if  the  Roman  had  tried  it  i«  pro- 
made  an  alliance  with  the  Pidb  in  baUe  he  wou}d  have  found  himfcif 
Britain,  and  in  conjundlion  with  difiippointed. — Tacitus  relates  this 
them  to  Nve  made  an  irmpHon  laft  circumflance,  which  confirms 
imp  the  Roman  province,  from  thfi  fa^«  but  hUloriant  differ  as  tp 
whence  he  brought  olf  many  tro-  the  period  when  it  happened,  tod 
phiea  and  much  fpoil  and  plunder.  an  Iriih  writer  whofe  works  «ie 
3ome  authors  fay,  that  in  his  time  now  before  me,  places  it  fo  late  as 
a  chief  of  a  fa^on,    iUmulatod  the  reign  of  T«aihal  Tcchtmar* 
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death)  his  fqn  Moran,  who  was  too  virtuous  to; 
follow  his  father's  ill  example,  renounced  the  go- 
vernment and  perfuaded  the  people  to  rellore  the 
royal  family,  which  they  did  accordingly,,  and  Fe- , 
redach  the  fon  of  the  late  monarch  •  Crimthan, 
mounted  the  throne  upon  his  abdication. 

This  Feredach  was  a  man  of  great  virtue  ailid  a.  p.  3$. 
great  abilities,    and  was  furnamed  from  his*. up* Feredach. 
rightnefs  Tbejuft.     He  appointed  Moran  the,  fon. 
of  Carbry  who  had  refigned  to  him,  his  firft  mi- 
nifter  and  chief  juftice  of  Ireland,  who  aded  up 
to  his  chara^er  throughout  all  his  adminiftration, 
and  was  careful  that  all  the  inferior  judges  ihould 
behave   with  juftice  and  impartiality.     Feredach 
having  reigned  twenty  one  years,  died  a  natural 
death,  ^nd  was  fucceeded  by  Fiachadh  Fion. 

Fiachad  Fion  who  was  the  fon  of  Daire,  oftheKachu 
race  of  Heremon  reigned  only  three  years,  and^*^' 
then  was  killed  by  the  fon  of  the  preceding  mo- 
narch. 

Fiachad  Fionluid  who  flew  him,  fucceeded  him,  r«^»? 
and  after  reigning  feven  years  *,  was  flain  in  the  *°  *" ' 
begmning  or  the  fecond  rebellion. 

Keating  fays,  that  at  a  great  entertainment,  to  second  Pia. 
which  alio  the  principal  perfons  among  his  nobi.^»«n«^»« 
lity  being  invitol,  ihared  the  fame  fate  with  him  1 
but  asy  upon  comparing  the  relations  of  different 
writers,  this  author  appears  here  to  have  confound-* 
ed  two  ftories  together,  I  fhall  follow  him  no  far- 
ther m  thb  place  •,  but  to  proceed  to  inform  the 
reader  from  other  authories,  that  the  monarch  be- 
in^  flain,  the  crown  was  fixed  upon  the  head  of 
Elim,  their  principal  champion,  and  that  fome  of 
the  provincial  kings  were  concerned  in  bringing 
about  this  revolution. 

ButElLm,  in  the  end,  was  not  able  to  preferveEiim. 
hb  ufurped  power. — The  fcditious  people,  who  had 

inverted 

*  Kctttjig  &yi  /wM^Ty  b«C  that  cbrcoology  does  aot  agr«e. 
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irtyefted  him  with  it,  foon  began  to  be  uncafy 
on  the  one  hand  at  his  manner  of  admini- 
llering  ic  and  the  authority  which  petty  prin- 
ixs  in  his  reign  pretended  to»  whilft  on  the 
other,  Tuathal  Techtmar  the  fori  of  Ac  late 
king  Fiachadh  and  grandfon  of  Feredach,  having 
taken  rrfuM  among  the  Fi&s  of  North  Britain, 
began  to  mrm  fchemes  for  die  recovery  of  the 
kingdom  of  his  anccftors* 

This  prince,  commiferating  the  diftrefles  of  his 
native  country,  which  befides  the  other  evils  con- 
fequent  to  htA  government,  was  afflidted  with  a 
great  famine,  uled  all  his  intereff  with  the  Pidift 
king,  his  grandfather  by  the  mother's  fide,  to  ob- 
tain a  force  fufficient  to  attack  the  urfurper.  An 
aid  of  ibldiers  being  granted  him  by  that  monarchy 
he  immediately  embarked  and  happily  landed  fafe 
in  Ireland,  where  being  joined  by  many  loyal 
friends,  he  nuirched  towai^s  the  royal  palace  of 
Titrah,  and  was  there  proclaimed  king  by  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  the  nobiHty  and  great  ihcn  in 
parliament  aflembled. — This  being  happily  eflfeft- 
ed,  he  departed  in  fearch  of  the  ufurper  Elim,  who 
had  drawn  out  all  his  forces  to  oppoTe  him.  But 
the  two  armies  meeting,  that  of  Elim,  was  defeated 
and  he  himfelf  (lain  in  the  battle.  After  this  the 
>rince  purfued  his  victory  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
\t  feon  reduced  all  the  provinces,  and  made 
limfelf  frfe  monarch  of  the  ifland,— Thcfe  things 
jeinff  happily  accomplilhed,  he  called  together  the 
royal  allembly  of  Tarah^  who  owned  him  for  their 
fovercign,  and  folemnly  fwore  to  continue  the  fuc-» 
ceflion  of  the  Irifh  monarchy  in  the  line  of  his  pof^ 
terity, — However  we  find  that  the  eleftive  form  of 
government  was  not  abolifhed,  and  the  fuccefibrs 
•  of  this  prince  who  filled  the  throne,  were  obliged 
to  the  people  for  their  fuifrages,  though  they  had 
fwom  that  the  eledion  Ihould  light  upon  his 
family. 

This 
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This  parliament,  which  Tuath^l  had  called  to-  ^2!^^, 
gethcr  for  the  moft  prudent  ends,  proved  every 
way  favourable  to  his  purpofes  %  for  they  pa&d  ai 
decree  for  the  fepiration  of  certain  lai^  traAs  of 
land  from  each  of  the  four  provinces,  where  the 
ix)nders  joined  together,  whence  under  the  notion  of 
adopting  this fpot for  demefne,  lands  to fupportth^ 
ro^al  houfhold,  he  formed  the  county  or  kingdom 
oiMcath*,  M^hich  afterwards  became  the  pecu- 
liar inheritance  of  the  monarchsof  Ireland; 

In  each  of  the  portions  thus  feparatcd  from  the 
four  provinces  Tuathal,  caufed  palaces  to  be  ereft- 
ed,  which  might  adorn  them  and  commemorate 
the  manner  in  Vhich  they  had  been  added  to  the 
n>yal  domain. 

In  the  track  taken  out  of  Munfter,  he  built  the 
palace  called  Flachtaga,  where  the  facred  fire  called^ 
^7  that  name  was  kindled,  and  where  all  the  prieft&' 
and  druids  annually  met  on  the  lafi:  day  of  Odo«' 
bcr,  on  the  evening  of  which  day  it  was  enaded 
that  no  other  fire  fiould  be  ufed  throughout  the 
kingdom,  in  order  that  all  the  fires  might  be  de- 
rived trom  this  which  being  lighted  up  a^  a  fife  of 
^crifice,  their  fuperftition,  led  them  to  believe 
wouW  render  all   the   reft  propitious  and  holy.  / 

And  for  this  privilege,  every  family  Was  to  pay 
ihrcc-pcnce  by  way  of  acknowledgement  to  tte 
IdngofMunfter. 

The  fecond  royal  palace  was  erected  in  the  pro* 
p)rtion  taken  from  the  pro^ncc  of  Connaught, 
^^  built  for  the  purpole  of  the  affembly  called 
The  Convocation  of  Vifneach,  at  which  all  the,  in- 
habitants were  fummoned  to  appeaif  on  the  firft 

day 

*  "  TliOQgh  a  toTitoty  of  land  called  till  the  'time  of  thiA  ftince, 

**3*<«t|o  Viliieach,  (fayi  Keating)  who  eftabli/hcsd  it  as  a  diftind  part 

p»  hior^n  hf  the  name  ofMeath  :  of  the  coaoty,  from  every  one  of 

from  the  time  of  the  fofts  of  Neme-  the  prerinees." — This  therefore  wtt 

^tt%  yet  the  proportion  that  waa  the  foundatioa  of  the  fifth  king- 

"^•rtied  aad  divided,  wu  not  fo  dom  in  Ireland* 
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day  of  May,  to  offer  facriflce  to  Beul  of  Bel  the 
God  of  Fire;  in  whoie  honour  two  laige  fires  be- 
ing kindled,  the  natives  ufed  to  drive  their  cattle 
between  them,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  prefer* 
vative  for  them  againft  accidents  and  diftetnpers« 
And  this  was  called  Beul-Tinne,  Bel-Tine,  or  the 
Feftival  of  the  God  of  Fire.  The  king  of  Con- 
naught  at  this  meeting  claimed  a  horfe  and  arms 
from  every  lord  of  a  mannor  or  chiefuin,  as  aA 
acknowledgement  for  the  lands  taken  from  that 
province  to  add  to  the  territory  of  Meath. 
.  The  third  palace  was  that  of  Tailtean,  which  was 
erefted  in  the  part  that  was  taken  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Ulfter,  where  the  fair  of  that  name  was 
held,  which  was  remarkable  for  this  particular 
circumftance,  that  the  inhabitants  brought  their 
children  thither,  males  and  females,  and  contraded 
them  in  marriage,  where  the  parents  having  agreed 
upon  articles,.the  young  people  were  joined  accord^ 
ingly. 

The  fair  abovementioned  had  been  cftabliiheJ 
long  before  by  Lugad  Lamfhada,  as  the  Iriih 
writers  aflcrt,  in  memory  of  a  queen  of  that  name 
who  had  taken  care  of  him  in  his  infancy,  and  was 
held  on  Lammas  Day. — But  no  palace  had  beea 
created  there  till  the  reign  of  Tuathal  as  above- 
mentioned.  Every  couple  contrafted  at  this  meet- 
ing paid  the  king  of  Ulfter  an  ounce  of  filvcr  by 
way  of  acknowledgement. 

The  royal  manfion  of  Tara  being  rebuilt  in  this 
reign,  on  the  lands  originally  belonging  to  the 
king  of  Leinfter,'  was  reckoned  as  the  tourth  0/ 
thefe  palaces  1  but  as  a  fabric  of  this  name  had 
ftood  there  before,  we  do  not  find  that  any  ac- 
knowledgement was  made  for  it  to  the  king  of 
Leinfter.— 

It  appears  that  Tuathal  having  re-edified  and 
improved  this  palace,  revived  alfo  the  inftitutions 
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of  OUam  Fodhla,  which  we  mentioned  in  the  ac- 
count cf  that  prince's  reign,  and  feems  in  many  re- 
ipefts  to  have  followed  his  ftcps,  and  adminiftered 
the  government  In  general,  widi  wifdom  and  juftice  j 
though  his  refentment  of  an  affront  put  upon  him 
b/  the  king  of  Leinfter  made  him  adopt  a  con- 
duft  not  fo  reconcileable  to  juftice  as  one  might 
have  expefted  from  fo  good  a  king,  though  it 
was  no  more  than  what  has  been  praftifed  by  fome 
of  the  moft  renowned  princes  upon  earth.  The 
affair  was  this  : — 

Tuathal  having  given  Dairirle  his  eldeft  daugh-?^!!!!|l!l^ 
ter,  in' marriage  to  Achy  king  of  Leinfter,  that  ^^![7hcry. 
prince  about  a  year  after  he  had  taken  his  queen 
home,  made  another  vifit  to  the  monarch  at  his 
palace  of  Tarah,  where  he  informed  him  v/ith  great 
feeming  concern,  that  his  wife  was  dead,  and  ad- 
ded that  there  was  no.  other  way  of  repairing  the 
lofs  but  that  of  beftowing  Fithiar  her  younger  fiftcr 
upon  him  :  this  being  complied  with.  Achy  took 
hv:r  alfo  home  to  his  palace.  But  when  that  un- 
happy lady  arrived  there,  flie  found  her  elder  fitter 
yet  living,  which  circumftance  raifed  ill  her  fuch 
violent  emotions  of  grief  and  anger,  that  Ihe  fell 
into  fits,  which  carried  her  oft  in  the  bloom  of 
lier  years  •,  and  the  melancholy  event  fo  affefted 
Dairine.that  it  occafioned  her  death  foon  after; 
and  thus  both  princeffes  fell  a  viftim  to  Achy's 
incontinence,  who  was  not  long,  however,  before 
he  had  fufficient  reafons  to  repent  the  treachery. 

Tuathal,  v;ho  was  not  of  a  difpofition  to  put 
up  with  fuch  an  injury,  refolved  immediately  to 
^<:vengc  it  t — for  this  purpofe  he  difpatchcd  mef- 
f*ng-.Ts  to  all  the  principal  people  under  his  go- 
vernment, reprefenting  the  perfidious  behaviour  of 
the  king  of  Leinfter,  and  defiring  they  would  levy 
troops  to  join  him,  and  enable  him  to  punifli  the 
taicj^efs  of  that  prince. 

Vol.  I.  F  The 
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The  perfons  to  whom  he  addrefled  himfelf  ac- 
cordingly met  him  with  their  forces  at  Tarah,  and 
after  this  junction  the  monarch  invaded  Leinfter 
with  fire  and  fword.     Achy  had  at  firft  propoicd 
to  meet  him  in  the  fields  but  finding9  on  a  review 
of  his  forces,  that  he  (hould  Hand  no  chance  of 
vi&ory,  if  the  troops  enga^ed^  he  changed  his  con- 
du£t,  and  begged  a  cellation  of  arms,  the  cpofe- 
quence  of  which  was,  that  the  contending  princes 
entered  into  a  peaceful  treaty.    Tiiathal  Tccht- 
mar  was  merciful  enough  to  grant  a  peace,  when 
he  might  have  deftroyed  the   country,    but  the 
terms  he  impofed  were  fuch  as  muft  be  confeiled 
to  hear  hard  upon  the  province ;  for  he  demanded 
that  the  king  and  people  of  Leinfter,  (hould  bind 
themfelves  by  a  folemn  engagement,  which  liould 
oblige  them  and  their  fuccefSrs  for  ever  to  pay  to 
himfelf  and  the  fucceeding  monarchs  of  Ireland, 
Sib^^'to. three  thoufand  cows,   three  thoufand  hogs,  three 
kUibed.      thoufand  fheep,   three  thoufand  ounces  of  lilver, 
and  the  fame  number  of  copper  cauldrons  and 
mantles  *.    To  this  perpetual  tribute  Achy  and  his 
people  agreed  in  their  diftrefs  •,  but  it  was  only 
becaufe  they  could  not  do  otherwife  without  ex- 
pofing  themfelves  to  abfolute  ruin  ;  but  in  after- 
times  whenever  the  kings  his  fucceffors  found  op- 
portunity, they  exerted  all  their  ftrcngth  to  (hake 
off  the  impofition,  which  occafioncd  many  bloody 
wars  between  the  kings  of  Ireland  and  the  princes 
of  that  diftridl,   and  feems  to  have  cauied  fuch 
a  difafFedtion  in  the  whole  province  to  the  mo- 
narchs and  their  government,  that  the  people  of 
Leinfter  gave  the  greateft  encouragement  to  fo- 
reign invaders,  and  helped  at  laft  efieAually  to 
overthrow  the  independancy  of  the  kingdom. 

«  One  third  ptrt  of  this  fubfidy  naught,  and  the  other  third  to  the 

was  to  be   paid  to  the  peo|)le  of  NiaU  or  Neals  of  the  north:  all 

Meath,  the  monarch's  own  territory. ;  thefe  aififted  the  XBOnarck  ia  his  es- 

«|ie  third  to  the  people   of  Con-  pedition. 

It 
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It  is  to  be  obfcrved  here,  that  one  of  the  heft 
and  wifeft  of  the  ancient  Irifh  raonarchs  by  this 
rafli  ftcp  laid  the  foundation  of  the  future  cala- 
mities, and  final  reduAion  of  his  country.  A  true 
portrait  of  the  imperfeftion  of  human  nature,  and 
an  excellent  leflbn  for  princes  never  to  let  private 
interefts,  or  private  pafHons,  prevail  on  them  to 
forget  the  good  of  their  people,  for  which  alone 
they  were  primitively  conftituted. 

Tuathal,  during  his  reign,  made  iliany  regula- 
tions, fome  of  which  related  to  arts  and  manu- 
faftures  5  and  encouraged  the  Milefians  to  become 
tradefmen,  who  hitherto  had  difdained  fuch  occu* 
pations  and  left  them  entirely  to  the  poor  remains 
of  the  Belgians,  and  Tuatha  de  Danans ;  for  which 
purpofe  he  appointed  committees  of  trade,  that 
honoured  or  difgraced  the  manufadturers  accord- 
ing to  their  merits  or  demerits  ;  which  was  a 
wife  inftitution,  and  paved  the  way  to  bring  in 
time  more  riches  to  the  monarch's  coffer  than  all 

the  Boromasan  tribute. Tuathal  Techtnjar  wa^ 

laft  flaih  by  his  fucceffor,  Mai,  the  fon  of  Rug- 
ruidh. 

This  Mai  was  defcended  from  Ir,  the  royal  MU  MaL 
lefian ;  he  reigned^  but  foui"  years,  and  was  flain 
by  Feadlim  Reachtinar. 

Feadlim  Reachtmar,    was  the  fon  of  Tuathal    a.   d. 
Tcchtmaf.  There  is  little  more  related  of  this  mo-     '^4.. 
narch  than  that  he  eftablilhed  the  law  of  retalia- ^*;^^^^ 
tion,  and  had  a  happinefs  denied  to  many  greater 
monarchs,  namely,  that  of  dying  a  natural  death, 
after  a  ten  years  reign. 

Cathir,  furnamcd  the  Great,  fof  what  reafon  CaUur, 
we  know  not,  unlefs  on  account  of  his  great  riches, 
fucceeded  Feadlim.  He  was  defcended  from  the 
line  of  Heremon.  After  a  reign  of  near  three 
years,  he  was  flain  by  Conn,  who  fucceeded  him 
on  the  throne. 

F  i  Conn 
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^c""ia^i?^  ,  Conn  Cead  Caihach,  rslkd  the  hero  of  the 
iuindrcd  battles,  taking  into  his  hands  the  reins 
of  government  -,  demanded  the  Bcromasan  tribute, 
>vhich  the  king  of  Leinfter  refufing  to  pay,  the 
monarch  prepared  tp  recover  it  by  force  of  arms ; 
but  he  was  vanquiflied  in  two  engagements,  and 
had  the  mortification  to  fee  his  rival  advance  as 
far  as  the  palace  of  Tarah,  v/hich  he  took  and  ab- 

folutely  kept  poffcflion   of  for  four  years.-^ 

However,  being  a  prince  whole  fpirit  was  not  eafUy 
broken  by  di'fappcinrmcnts,  he  at  length  once  more 
collcded  liis  Iriends  and  followers,  regained  at 
once,  his  /pah'ce  and  his  honour,  and  in  the  end, 
having  dcteated  the  king  of  Leinfter  in  feveral  en- 
gagements, obliged  him  to  pay  the  tribute  required, 
v,'hich  however,  was  Hill  only  referved  for  a  fub- 
jeft  of  contention  at  fome  fitter  opportunity. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  difpute  in  which  Conn 
involved  himlcif  and  his  kingdom.  As  warlike 
princes  are  fo  intoxicated  with  glory,  fo  the  rea- 
der muft  not  cxpc6l  the  "  Hero  of  an  hundred 
battles,"  to  reign  in  peace  and  tranquility.  This 
monafch  foon  found  another  occafion  to  draw  his 
fword,  in  order  to  take  part  in  a  quarrel,  his  in- 
terfering in  which  wen:  near  to  coft  him  his  king- 
dom. For  the  defendants  of  Degad  (who  was 
follcred  by  Duach)  having  got  footing  in  Mun- 
ller,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Hcberian  line.  Mogha 
Nuadat,  a  prince  of  the  laft-mendoned  family, 
who  was  alfo  llyled  Eugene-,  contrafting  an  alli- 
ance with  a  .fon  of  Cathir  the  Great,  that  held  the 
government  of  Munfter,  obtained  an  aid  of  troops 
ii'QtU  tJiat  prince  to  afriil  him  in  a  defign  he  had 
of  driving  all  the  pollcrity  of  Degad  out  of  the 

kingdom. He  hud  no  luoncr   taken    the  field 

with  .his.  preparation,  than  king  Angus  met  him, 
and  a  bloody  engagement  enfued,  in  which, 
however,  that  priR^e  was  entirely  defeated,  and 
Eugene  drove  his  enemies  out  of  the  province. 

The 
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The  vanquifhcd  prince,    on  this,   immediately  ' 

applied  to  Conn  for  proteftion  and  afiiftance,  and 
thic  monarch  taking  up  his  caufe,  lent  him  one 
thoufand  five  hundred   men-,    but  thefe  liktwife 
were  defeated  by  Eugene ;  however  Conn  continued 
the  war,    and  according    to  the  old   hiftory,    at 
length  defeated  Eugene,  and  obliged  him  to  quit 
the  ifland.     Neverthelefs,  according  to  the  ihine 
accounts,  after  a  nine  years  exile,  he  returiKci  ib 
powerful,    that  his  armies  over  riui  one  half  the 
country,  and  Conn  was  glad  to  com.pound  for  the 
other  half.     Thefe  divifions  bping  diftinguilhed  by 
the  names  of  Leath-Conn,    and  Leath-Moghad, 
v/hich  meant  Conn's   half,    and   Moghad's    half, 
marked  the  feparate  dominions  of  the  princes. — 
But  as  Eugene  had  'hitherto  been  fuccefsful,  and 
was  of  an  ambitious  fpirit,  the  monarch  foon  per- 
ceived that  half  would  not  content  him.'    His  new    • 
colleague  making  new  demands,  he  was  therefore 
rdblved  not  to  yield  to  them,  and  both  parties  pre- 
pared for  battle  :    but  the  king  finding  himlcif 
weaker  than  his  rival,  did  not  think  fit  to  truft 
liis  caufe  to  the  hazard  of  a  battle ;  but  finding 
means  to  enter  Eugene's  camp,  one  morniJig  be- 
tore  he  arofe,  was  ungenerous  enough  to  kill  him 
h  his  bed,    and  fo  put  a  period. to  the  war. — 
Thus  fell  Eugene,    who  left  a  fon  behind  him, 
narrjed  Olliol  Olum,  of  whom  we  Ihall  have  oc- 
cifion  to  Ipcak  more  hereafter.     In  the  mean  time 
i:  is  neceffary  to  inform  the  reader,  that  after  this 
event.  Conn   having  reftored  the  tribe  of  Degad 
t)  their  pofleflions  in  Munfter,  gave  a  daughter  of 
Hi-  in  marriage  to  a  prince  of  that  family.     This 
m')ndrch  ended  his  life  by  an  aflaflination ;  for  it 
r>  faid  that  the  king  of  Ulftcr,    cither   through 
hatred  to  his  perfon,  or  an  ambition  to  his  crown, 
t.'iifed  him  to  be  (lain  by  a  number  of  ruffians, 
.  F  3  difguifed 
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difguifed  in  the  habits  of  womeiL:  but  he  did  not 
fucceed  him  in  the  monarchy, 

^*  ^*        The  crown  devolved  after  his  death,  upon  to* 
teoMfy'  "  ^*^>  ^^^  fon-in-law,  who  was  rcfolyed  to  increafe  by 
all  pbflible  methods  the   power  and  confequenc(? 
of  the  tribe  of  Pegad,  from  whence  he  was  dei- 
fcended.    To  this  end»  maugre  all  oppoHtion,  he 
procured  a  prince  of  that  family  to  be  elcftcd 
king  of  Ulftcr,  a  circumftance  which  gave  them 
great  afccndancy  in  that  province,    But  while  Co- 
nary  was  employed  in  contriving  fchemcs  for  the 
advancement  of  his  family,  and  .other  proje&s ;  he 
was  murdered  by  Nemcth,  his  o^yn  relation,  after 
^  reign  of  nine  years,  and  his  aflTaflin,  after  his 
deceafe,  was  married  to  his  widow,  notwithftandr 
ing  which,  in  a  future  period,  h^r  Tons  took  mca- 
fpres  to  revenge  their  father's  death/ 
\^^'     \  To  Conary  fucceeded  Art,  furnimed  the  Mclan^ 

•^Art.  choly,  who  held  the  government  for  thirty  years, 
One  of  his  fifters  was  firft  married  to  Conary,  and 
gfterwards  to  Nemcth,  who  afiaflinated  him  *,  ano- 
ther called  Saba,  the  widow  of  Mac  Niled,  by 
whom  fhe  had  a  ion  called  Mac  Conn,  after* 
wards  became  the  wife  of  OUiol  Olum.  The  race 
of  Conn  Cead  Cathach,  at  this  time  formed  a 
powerful  faftion ;  and  Art,  the  Melancholy,  doc:s 
not  fecm  from  the  accounts  given  of  him  in  hiftory, 
to  have  been  a  prince  fit  to  cure  the  maladies  of 
a  diilracled  ftatc,  which  in  the  end  proved  the  caufe 
of  his  deftrudion. 

Ollipl  Olurn,  at  this  period  king  of  Mun(ler, 
having  baniflied  Mac  Coo,  his  chief  judge,  for 
^n  abufe  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  office,  for  which  purpofe,  (as  Warner 
obfervcs)  it  is  lilcely  he  was  obliged  to  have  rc- 
courfe  to  the  pov^er  qf  the  monarch :  the  exile  be- 
ing of  a  fafbious  difpofition,  applied  himielf  to 
Be»  Brit,  prince  of  Wales,  to  fupply  him  with  a 

body 
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body  of  troops  to  enable  him  to  make  a  defcent  on 
Ireland,  and  Mac  Conn  having  bcfidcs  enlifted  un- 
der his  banners  a  numerous  army,  collected  from 
different  nations,  and  having  provided  tranfports 
proper  for  his  purpofe,  he  embarked  again  for 
Ireland,  and  without  meeting  with  any  inter- 
ruption, landed  on  the  coafl,  and  feijt  a  challenge  to 
the  Irilh  monarch,— not  to  meet  him  hand  to 
hand, — but  to  decide  the  quarrel  by  a  general  en- 
gagement. Immediately  on  receiving  this  defiance, 
the  monarch  fent  for  OUiol  Olum  out  of  Mun- 
ftcr,  who  made  no  delay  to  join  him  ; — as  he  had 
made  very  clofe  connexions  with  the  fons  of  Co- 
nary,  whofe  filler  he  had  married  j  he  called  them 
alfo  to  his  affiltance,  to  fupprefs  Mac  Conn,  who 
was  fupported  in  the  rebellion  by  their  father's  af- 
faffin.  By  thefc  means,  Art  faw  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  large  force  •,  but  the  leader  of  the  mi- 
lida,  on  whom  he  chiefly  depended,  moft  unex- 
pcftedly  refufed  to  join  him  at  his  greateft  need  \ 
and  befides  feduced  many  of  his  officers  from  their 
allegiance.  This  chief  of  thd  mifitia  was  named 
Fin,  and  is  aflcrted  to  be  the  fame  who  is  ftylcd 
Fingal,  in  the  poems  of  Oflian,  and  has  been  repre- 
fented  there  as  a  hero  of  Caledonian  birth. 

Surrounded  thus  by  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies. 
Art  had  but  a  melancholy  profpecl  on  the  day  of 
battle:  However,  having  been  roufed  from  that 
rcfverie,  which  he  feemcd  to  have  been  lulled  into 
before,  he  (hook  oflf  the  gloom  that  till  then 
had  hung  upon  his  fpirits,  and  having  folemnly 
execrated  his  pcprfidious  general,  prepared  with  ar- 
dour for  the  cxpeftcd  fight. 

A  terrible  engagement  enfued,  and  viftory 
long  remained  doubtful,  but  at  length  Art  was 
killed  by  Lugad,  a  brother  of  OUiol  Olum,  who 
notwithllanding  the  bond  of  blood,  had  taken 
a  different  part  in  the  difpute.  This  Lugad  is  re- 
F  4  ported 
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ported  to  have  been  a  warrior  of  fo  favage  a  dif- 
pofition,  that  when  once  warmed  to  action,  he 
could  not  even  diftinguifli  friends  from  fees  -,  and 
his  prowefs  in  thofe  days  was  deemed  to  be  irre- 
fiftable. 

Among  the  (lain,  befules  the  monarch  Art,  .v/ere 

the  king  of  Connaught,  and  five  fons  of  Olliol 

Olum,  who  claimed  the  fame  mother  as  the  rebel 

chief,  but  were  not  fpared  upon  this  bloody  day. 

A.   D.        Within  a  few  days,  iMac  Conn,  who  knew  how 

«__L!2:^  to  ufe  his  vidory,  triumphed  over  all  his  entrniies, 

M-cCona.  ^^j  jj^  j^j^  ^^j.j^  gave  to  Ireland  a  monarch  of  the 

race  of  Ith,  the  royal  Milefian.  After  a  reign  of 
three  years,  Cormac  the  fon  of  Art,  caufcd  him 
to  be  aflliffinated,  in  revenge  for  his  rebellion  againlt 
his  father, — And  thus  ended  his  ufurpation. 

But  here  I  muft  interrupt  the  courfe  of  the 
narration  a'  while,  to  take  notice  of  an  event, 
which  ought  by  no  means  to  be  omitted  in  a  hit 
tory  like  this.  It  is  no  lefs  than  the  migration  of 
•a  colony,  from  Ireland  to  Scotland ;  which  hap- 
pened in  tiie  third  century. 
t7/c  D^.irf.^  Amcng  the  fons  of  Olliol  Olum,  there  was  one 
y^.K^  in  Scot-  who  was  known  by  the  c^iftinguifhf  d  name  of  Achy 

l*-12i Ruada  or  Riada,  who  was  permitted  by  Olliol  to 

Ke'iVinz.  ^'^^^^  ^  fufScient  body  of  forces,  to  eftablifh  him- 
Wanicr.  f^f  in  thc  provincc  of  Ulfter.  Fergus,  then  king 
of  that  territory,  being  of  the  family,  favoured 
him  and  his  followers,  who  were  of  the  race  of 
Degadi  and  by  the  affiftance  Achy  Ruada  pro- 
cured, he  foon  fettled  himfelf  }n  Ulfter,  notwith- 
ilanding  all  the  oppofition  of  the  Irians  ;  and 
froQi  tliis  circumftance,  the  acquifirion  they  made 
^  took  the  name  of   Dalriada  *,  or  the  portion  of 

Riada  ;    but  as  Achy   w^s  one  of  thofe    that, 

having 

•  Dal  or  Deal  fipifying  in  the       Dalrladi,  q.  d.  Riada^s  iharc  or  dU 
■  EmC,  "  portion  of  divifi^n.     Hence  .    vUion» 
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having  much,  ftill  grafp  .  at  more,  pbferving  a 
country  over  againft  his  diftrift,  which  appeared 
«afy  of  accefs,  he  embarked  with  his  followers, 
and  either  by  force  or  treaty,  (much  more  likely 
by  the  latter)  he  obtained  a  fettlement  there  alfo 
for  his  tribe  from  the  Britilh  Pifts  •,  and  that  track 
of  land  was  afterwards  for  many  ages  denomi- 
nated the  Albanian  Dalriada^  —a  name  given  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Argyle,  who  were  defcended  from 
this  Irifti  colony, 

A  modern  writer  *  has  indeed  endeavoured  to 
overthrow  this  and  all  other  accounts  of  any  fet- 
tlement of  the  Irifh  in  Scotland^  but  he  has  only 
endeavoured  it ;  for  all  the  arguments  that  learned 
gentleman  has  ufed  have  been  fully  refuted  in  a 

Itill  later  publication. In  efFcft,   it  has  been 

proved,  notwithftanding  all  the  bold  aflcrtions  of 
the  former — That  it  appears  from  the  beft  autho- 
rities, there  was  fuch  a  migration,  about  the  time 
above-mentioned; — that  the  name  of  Dalriada  is 
confiftently  with  the  rules  of  the  Erfe  language,  to 
be  explained  as  in  our  former  note ; — and  that  all 
other  hypothefles  to  account  for  this  name,  are 
vague  and  infufficient. — Thus  we  may  fairly  con- 
clude, that  the  Irifh  writers  have  not  deceived 
us  in  this  point,  if  any  faith  is  to  be  given  to 
hiftory,  when  fupported  by  concurring  teftimonies. 

Mac  Conn  having  been  flain,  as  I  have  related, 
by  the  contrivance  of  Cormac,  the  fon  of  Art,  the 
latter  imagining  that  he  had  fecured  to  himfelf  the 
fuccelTion  to  his  father's  throne,  made  a  grand  en- 
tertainment for  the  king  and  chiefs  of  Ulft^r.  But 
he  did  not  find  the  accjuifition  fo  eafy  as  he  had 
imagined  it  would  be ;  tor  the  prince  whom  he  en- 
tertained, whofe  name  was  Fergus,  himfelf  afpi- 
ring  to  the  monarchy,  was  offended  at  Cormac  for 
laying  claim  to  it,   and  refolved,  on  this  account, 

to 
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to  difgrace,  if  not  to  deftroy  him  at  his  own  en* 
tcxtainmcnc  Therefore,  making  no  fcruplc  to  vio- 
late the  laws  of  hofpitality,  he  ordered  one  of  his 
people  to  burn  Cormac's  face  and  oeard,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  he  was  driyen  with  ig- 
nominy  from  his  own  table,  and  from  the  pro- 
"'^'  vince  of  Ulfter.  On  his  departure,  Fergus  fet 
himfclf  up  for  monarch  of  Ireland,  and,  after  two 
engagements  accomplifhed  his  aim,  and  was  en- 
throned in  the  royal  palace  of  Tarah. 

In  the  mean  time  the  rightful  prince  who  had  fuU 
lied  his  honour  in  attempting  to  regain  that  right  hf 
treachery,  met  his  punifhment  in  his  difappoint- 
n}ent,  and  the  ill  treatment  he  received  from 
the  king  of  Ulfter,  He  was  now  a  wanderer,  fup* 
plicating  aid  in  other  provinces.  He  had  in  his  firft 
hurry  withdrawn  himfelf  into  Connaught,  and  after- 
wards he  applied  to  the  furvivors  otthe  family  of 
Olliol  Olum,  yet  remaining  in  the  ifland,  Thady,  a 
grandfon  of  that  prince,  promifed  him  his  afliftance; 
out  withal  advifed  him,  as  the  means  of  fecuring 
vi6toiy  on  the  day  of  battle,  to  aflbciate  himfelf 
with  Lugad  Laga,  who  was  reckoned  invincible 
in  arms  in  thofe  days. — What  is  it  that  men  will 
not  ftoop  to,  in  order  to  gratify  their  revenge  ? 
This  Lugad,  the  very  perfon  that  flew  Cormac's 
father,  yet  Cormac  defcended  to  fupplicate  his  af- 
fiftance  againft  the  king  who  had  diOionoured  him ; 
and  Lugad,  pleafed  with  being  applied  to,  pro- 
mifed the  prince  to  gratify  his  utmofl:  wiflies.*— In 
ihort,  pafling  over  fome  ftrange  fables,  and  extra- 
ordinary occurences,  let  it  fuffice  to  inform  the  rea- 
der, that  Cormac,  Thady,  and  Lugad,  at  the  head 
of  a  confidcrable  body  of  men,  met  and  engaged 
the  forces  of  Fergus,  himfelf  and  his  brothers  be- 
ing all  flain  in  the  fight  by  the  hand  of  Lugad, 
who  was  fo  terrible  in  his  rage,  that  according  to  the 
Irifli  writers,  even  Cormac  though  new  his  ally, 

w^ 
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was  obliged  to  keep  out  of  his  way»  till  the  ardour 
that  the  battle  kindled  in  his  bofom  had  fubfided. 
After  this,  Lugad  pi:efented  him  with  the  heads 
of  the  three  brotliers ;  and  the  prince  reaped  the 
fruits  of  a  victory,  which  that  old  foldier  and 
Thady  purchafed  for  him  with  toil  and  blood  5 
being  both  grievioufly  wounded  in  the  battle,-^ 
However,  the  latter  of  thcfe  was  rewarded  with  a 
track  of  land  ♦  on  the  banks  of  the  LifFcy,  for  the 
fuccors  he  had  lent  the  fon  of  Art,  ^ho  was  now 
bj  the  affiftancc  of  his  allies,  advanced  to  the  mo-  oTiaicny, 
narchy  of  Ireland, 

When  the  authority  of  Cormac  was  fully  efta- 
blifaed  \  he  fct  himfclf  to  revife  the  laws  of  the 
country,  and  eftablifhed  fuch  good  rules  and  ordi- 
nances ^  were  followed  by  the  Irilh  for  many  ages 
after  his  death. — Befides  this,  he  fupportcd  his 
royalty  with  becoming  dignity-,  had  a  Ibmptuous 
palace -f,  and  maintained  a  large  body  of  houfhold 
troops  ;  and  to  add  to  his  fplendor  and  happinefs, 
he  was  bleflfed  with  three  heroic  fons,  and  ten  beau* 
tiful  daughters* 

The  monarch,  Cormac,  thus  bleft  in  his  offl 
fpring,  was  for  a  long  time  no  lefs  happy  in  his 
undertakings. — He  was  famous  for  his  many 
military  atchievements  -,  he  overthrew  the  people 
of  Munfter  in  many  battles ;  and  according  to  the 
ancient  hiftorians,  by  his  army  in  North  Britain, 
gained  a  fettlement  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
called  Albania*    He  is  faid  to  have  opened  fchool^ 

at 

*  Keating  fayt,  Thady  received  finiihed,   it  was  four  hundred  and 

po  ttwvrd,  but  fucb  as  be  Ibrced  fifty  ie«t  in  length;  eighty  in  breadtby 

/lom  Cormae,    and    tcUa  us   that  and  fifty  in  beigth. — In  the  middle 

prince  deah  with  him  moft  perfi-  of  the  ftate  room  was  hung  a  very 

dioHfly  :  but  the  ib>ry  be  relates  is  larige  lanthorn  of  curious  workman- 

chiklifli  and  abfurd,  and  is  contn-  ihip,  and  the  chambers  contained  one 

dtded  by  «tber  ambers.  hundred  and  fifty  beds,  btrCues  the 

"^    The  palace   of    MidchaortSy  beds  of  (Vate,  for  the  king's  own  ufe^ 

ivbisrc  he  entertained  the  nobility  and  and  his  domei^ic  retinue  was  grand 

iescgn  ambafladors  was  enlarged  and  and  Aumerous  in  proportion* 
•rnuncnted  by  Cofmac^— wbea  thus 
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at  Tarah,  and  brought  to  light  the  pfalter  of 
Tarah,  which  has  been  fo  often  mentioned  as  con- 
taining the  records  of  the  early  periods  of  Irifh  hif- 
tory :  befides  all  this  he  eftablilhed  an  ordinance, 
to  be  binding  upon  his  fucceflbrs.  That  every  mo- 
narch of  Ireland  fhould  always  keep  in  his  court 
a  nobleman,  who  was  to  be  confulted  in  matters 
of  the  highcft  importance,  to  the  prince  and  ftate ; 
a  judge,  a  phyficmn,  a  poet,  a  druid,  a  mufician, 
and  an  antiquarian,  befides  three  other  domeftic  of- 
ficers of  a  lower  rank,  who  were  to  be  his  at- 
tendants at  table,  and  to  order  the  concerns  of  his 
houlhold. 

But  as  life  is  chequered,  and  Fortune  is  fickle, 
fo  amidfl:  all  t'lis  greatnefs,  he  was  unfortunate  in 
one  of  his  expeditions  into  the  province  of  Mun- 
fter,  which  he  undertook  in  order  to  make  a  de- 
mand of  A  tribute  from  the  king  and  people  of 
the  province,  to  which  he  received  for  anfwer  an 
abfolute  refufal  ; — the  confequencc  of  this  was  - 
an  attack,  for  which,  the  king  of  Munfter  being 
prepared,  drew  out  his  forces,  and  took  his  ftation 
in  the  very  fight  of  Cormac,  who  either  intimi- 
dated by  his  enemy's  rcfolution,  or  elfe  fufpeft- 
ing  a  want  of  attachment  to  his  caufe  in  his 
fubjcdts,  qui^e  contrary  to  what  might  have  been 
expefted  from  a  prince  fo  celebrated  by  his  coun- 
trymen, retired  in  great  confufion  5 — but  the  pro- 
vincial army  purfuing  and  overtaking  him,  he 
chofe  rather  to  come  to  terms  of  peace,  than  to 
hazard  any  thing  farther,  In  fuch  a  fituation.  In 
confequence  of  which,  he  came  to  the  determina- 
tion .of  foregoing  his  clajm,  and  repairing  the  de- 
predations his  troops  had  committed  in  Munfter ; 
and  giving  hoftagcs  for  the  performance  of  thefe 
conditions,  was  allowed  to  return  inglorious  into 
his  own  hereditary  dominions. 

The 
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The  next  remarkable  event  recorded  by  hiftori- 
ans  of  this  monarch,  (whofe  troubles  feem  to  have 
revived  with  the  rafti  ftep  above-mentioned)  is,  that 
a  great  perlbn  of  his  court,  who  had  grievioufly 
offended  him,  being  reftored  to  his  favour  again  by 
the  interceflion  of  a  chief,  named  Angus,  was  moft  . 
perfidioufly  treated  by  the  fon  of  Cormac. — That 
revengeful  prince,  v/ho  poflibly  had  been  himfelf, 
offended  as  well  as  his  father,  had  the  chief  feized, 
while  he  attended  the  court,  in  full  confidence  of 
the  pardon  he  had  obtained,  and  caufed  both  his 
eyes  to  be  put  out.  This  aftion  fo  much  provoked 
Angus,  who  had  been  his  furety,  that  (perhaps 
without  diftinguiihing  the  innocent  from  the 
guilty)  he  refolved  immediately  to  raife  an  infurreC- 
tion  againft  Cormac,  whofe  fon  he  flew  as  he  flood 
by  his  fide ;  and  almoft  at  the  fame  inftanr,  ftruck 
out  one  of  the  king's  eyes  with  his  javelin.  But 
he  had  not  to  do  with  one  who  was  unacquainted 
either  with  battles  or  misfortunes  ;  he  only  ir- 
ritated^ not  difmayed  the  monarch,  who  encou- 
raging the  troops,  which  even  then  flood  round 
him,  at  their  head  made  a  dreadful  flaughrer  of 
the  rebels,  and  Angus  himfelf,  notwithftanding  the 
proofs  he  had  (hewn  of  his  perfonal  prowefs,  v/as 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  court  of  the  king  of 
Munfter. 

Carbr)'  Liffechar,  his  fon,  fucceeded  to  the  throne,    a.  d. 

even   in    his  father's    life-time;    at   whofe   hands --II2: 

he  then  received  a  book,  written  by  himfelf,  which^^h*^^  ^'*' 
was  ftiled,  "  Advice  to  kings  ;"  and  which  we 
find  aflcrted  upon  good  authority,  to  have  been 
in  being  fo  late  ^s  1670.— Yet  Cabry,  after  his 
father's  demife,  fuffered  the  government  to  be  ad- 
miniftered  by  Achy  Gunad,  after  whofe  death  he 
again  re-afcepded  the  throne  •,  a  circumflance  which 
we  do  not  find  accounted  for  in  hiftory. 

But 
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But  that  the  reader  may  not  be  furprifcd  to  fee 
Cormac  after  his  vidlory  refigningthejmonarchy  to 
his  fon,  it  muft  be  obfervcd,  that  though  he  con- 
quered the  rebels,  yet  he  loft  an  eye  in  the  en- 
gagement, which  blemifh  in  his  perlbn,  accord- 
ing to  the  cuftoms  of  Ireland,  rendered  it  highly 
improper  for  him  any  longer  to  fit  upon  the 
throne :  a  cuftom  which,  however,  muft  be  deemed 
a  very  unreafonable  one,  when  it  is  conGdered  how 
much  and  how  often  their  kings,  being  fuch  he* 
roes  as  they  reprefent  them,  and  fond  of  fnatch- 
ing  all  occafions  to  prove  their  prowefs,  muft  be 
cxpofcd  to  the  misfortunes  of  war. 

However,  all  nations  have  their  peculiar  infti- 
tutions  5  and  we  do  not  hear  that  Cormac  was  by 
any  means  mortified  with  fubmicting  to  this  ftrange 
one  of  his  own  country ; — divefting  himfelf  of  his 
former  royalty,  he  committed  the  government  of 
Ireland  to  his  fon  Carbry,  as  we  have  mentioned, 
himfelf  withdrawing  to  a  little  houfe  at  Annevil ; 
where  the  Irifh  writers  fay,  he  fpcnt  his  time  in 

1)l\ilofophy,  and  otlier  ufeful  ftudies  -,  which  doubt- 
efs  muft  have  been  a  fource  of  confolation  to  him 
in  his^  retirement,  and  in  the  opinion  of  fome, 
might  well  be  thought  to  have  made  him  amends 
for  the  crown  he  had  thus  voluntarily  refigncd. 

I  cannot  help  ftopping  here,  in  order  to  take 
notice,  that  even  fo  low  as  this  period,  (the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  third  century)  fome  affcdt  to  deny 
that  the  ufe  of  letters  had  been  introduced  in  Ire- 
land. Not  to  rejjeat  the  inftance  of  the  book  I 
mentioned,  in  which  Warner  is  fo  particular  as  to 
name  thi*  perfon  that  had  it  in  poffeffion,  there  can 
furely  be  no  difficulty,  confidering  the  intercourfe 
which  the  Irifh  held  with  other  nations  before  this 
time,  to  allow  at  leaft,  that  from  thefe,  the  na- 
tives might  have  learned  the  ufe  of  letters,  -though 
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it  be  denied  that  their  Milefian  anceftors  firft  im- 
ported them  into  the  ifland. 

While  Cormac  remained  in  this  retreat,  we  are 
told  that^  by  the  natural  lights  of  philofophy,  dif- 
covering  the  abfurdity  of  idol-worftiip,    he   ba- 
niihed  ube  the  druids,  with  all  their  rites,  ceremo- 
nieS)  and  implements  of  facrifice,  from  his  little     * 
houfliold,    at  which  they  were  highly  offended) 
and  the    old   king  having  one  day  held  a  very 
warm  difpute  with  them  about  the  impropriety  of 
their  worjfhip,  happening  to  have  the  misfortune 
to  be  choaked  by  the  bone  of  a  falmon,  he  had 
that  evening  for  fupper,   we  find  this  natural  cir- 
cumilance  attributed  to  the  enchantment  of  thofe 
druids,  who  thus  puniflied  him  for  defpifing  their 
gods. — ^The  latter  part  of  this  ftory,  which  fome 
Chriftian  writers  have  retaled  to  us,  •  needs  no  com- 
ment ;  but  as  to  the  former,  it  is  not  at  all  im* 
probable,  that  a  man  of  fuch  abilities  as  Cormac^ 
like  many  of  the  wifer  ancients,  might  be  led  by  his 
reafon,  which  in  his  retirement  he  was  at  liberty 
more  peculiarly  to  exercife,  to  defpife  Bel,  and  his 
druids,  and  to  banifh  their  holy  trumpery  from 
his  prcfcnce.    For  this,  they  doubtlefs  both  feared 
and  hated  him  :  but  death,  the  end  of  all  things, 
foon  put  an  end  to  their  fears  and  hatred  toge- 
ther;   and  that    period  of   time  which  finifhed 
the  life  of  Cormac,  eltablilhed  Achy   Gunad  on 
the  throne ;   who  by  what  means  foever,  he  at* 
tained  that  high  honour,  did  not  hold  it  long; 
being  aflaflinated  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
when  that  event  took  place,  the  monarchy  was 
«^ain  veiled  in  Carbry. — But  this  prince  was  very 
^h«Mf  in  his  fubje&s.-^The  defcendants  of  Fin, 
generalrf  the  militia,  after  his  death  fell  into  many 
difputes  among  themfelves ;  and  in  the  end  fplit 
into  two  different  factions,  which  kindled  a  civil 
war,  and  embroiled  the  whole  nation.    The  caufe 

of 
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of  Oflian  the  fon  of  Fin,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
one  of  thefe,  was  efpoufed  by  his  filler's  hufband, 
the  king  of  Munfter  -,  while  the  other  party  wa» 

{)rote£ted  by  the  king  of  Connaught,  with  whom 
ikewife  the  monarch  took  part,  having  previoufly 
made  him  his  general. — A  great  battle  being 
fought  between  thefe  rival  powers,  on  the  plains 
of  Gabra,  the  king  of  Munfter  and  Ofcar  the  fon 
of  Oflian  were  flain  on  the  one  fide;  and  the 
king  of  Connaught  was  wounded,  and  the  mo- 
narch flain  on  the  other.  Two  fons  of  Mac  Conn 
fucceeded  him,  and  reigned  jointly,  but  thefe  quar- 
relling about  the  right  of  fucceflbr,  the  elder  bro- 
ther flew  the  younger,  and  was  himfelf  foon  after 
flain  by  the  militia  of  the  country. 

Such  was  the  end  of  Carbry  Liffechar,  who  yet 
was  a  prince  that,  according  to  the  account  given 
of  him  by  hifl:orians,  did  not  want  talents  for  go- 
vernment :  but  in  this  laft  inftance,  he  feems  ra- 
ther to  have  forgotten  himfelf. — When  a  monarch 
takes  a  part  in  the  difputes  and  divifions  of  his 
fubjefts,  he  lofes  his  dignity,  and  fliakes  the  very 
bans  of  the  throne.  A  prince,  as  jfucby  ftiould 
have  no  favourites ;  a  prince,  as  fucb^  ftiould  en- 
ter into  no  controverfies  with  his  fubjefts. — : 

In  the  introduftion  I  remarked.  That  if  the  Cair- 
bar,  mentioned  by  the  author  of  the  Hiftory  of 
Manchefter,  were  meant  Carbry,  the  Firft,  then  he 
was  no  other  than  the  founder  of  the  Plebeian 
war,    and  not  a  Belgian  king   that  was  flain  by 
the  Caledonian  Fingal.    But  left  I  fliould  be  thought 
to  have  treated  that  gentleman  unfairly,  I  will  give 
him    another    chance,    by    (bppofing    he    meant 
Carbry  the  Second,    of    whofe    reign   we    have 
now  been  fpeaking,  it  being  in  his  father  Cormac's 
time  that  Fin  or  Fingal   fiouriftied. — Let  us  fee 
how  much  better  this  will  agree  with  hiftory. 
We  have  here  indeed,  as  mentioned  above,  a  Cor- 

mac. 
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mac,  a  Cairbiy,  and  a  Fin  :  but  whatever  the  firft 
of  thefe  may  be,,  it  is  certain  that  the  two  latter 
can  by  no  means  agree  with  the  Cairbry  and  the 
Fingal  of  Mn  Whitaker ;  for  the  Irilh  heroes  are 
unitormly  reprefented  as  a  monarch,  his  fon,  and 
the  chief  of  his  militia*     The  fon  of  this  chiefs 
Ofllan,  from  a  mere  family  quarrel,  engaged  Car- 
bry,  the  fon  of  Cormac^— -Carbry  is  flain  in  thtf  . 
fight,  on  one  hand ;  and  OfcaT^  the  grandfon  of 
Fin,  on  the  other,— *But  the  author  of  the  Hiftory 
of  Mancheftcr,  fupporting  his  favourite  bardj  has 
reprefented  this  Cairbar  as  a  Belgian  chief,  who 
is  intent  upon  overthrowing  the  kingdom  of  the 
Britifli-Irifh,    whofe   troops  have  already    put  to 
death  the  monarch  of  the  latter,  in  his  own  pa-» 
lace  J  but  both  he  and  thefe  vi&orious  bands,  are 
met  by  Fingal,    fovcreign  of  Morven^  and  chief 
of  the  chiefs  of  Caledonia,  who  though  then  ad- 
vanced in  years,  kills  him,  and  difcomfits  his  army* 
So  far  is  all  this  from  bearing  any  token  of  the 
genuine  hiftory  of  the  Irilh,  that  there  is  fcarcely 
the  refemblance  neceflary  to  work  up  the  eirc.um- 
ftances  into  a  drama.     If  fomc  of  our  Northern 
neighbours  took  it  into  their  heads  to  reverfe  the 
chronicles  of  Ireland,  in  order  to  make  poems  out 
of  them,  in  fupport  of  their  own  particular  preju- 
dices: there  is  furely  no  dccafion  for  our  gravd 
hiftorians  to  follow  in  their  footiteps^  and  to  infift 
that  without  any  one  real  fupcrior  advantage  over 
their  neighbours,    thefe  Caledonians  (houUl  know 
the  hiftory  of  that  country  better  than  its  inhabi- 
tants,  who  profefe  to  have  kept  its  records  for 
many  fucceeding    ages  ? — To  mcj  there  appears 
foniething  very  abfurd  in  this  fuppofition ;  which 
I  Ihall,  however,  dwell  no  longer  upon^  but  pro-  ' 
cccd  to  other  matters.-^ 

The  militia,  of  which  the  above-mentioned  Fin 
was  general,  in  the  days  of  Cormae,  being  deemed 

G  a  body 
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a  body  worthy  of  the  particular  attention  of  the 
writers  of  Irifli  hiftory,  it  would  be  improper  to 
pafs  them  over  here  unnoticed, — I  fnall  therefore 
prefent  the  reader  with  a  full  account  of  tlieir  ufc 
and  inilitution ;   tranfcribing   the  paffage   nearly 
from  Keating,  that  the  reprefcntation  may  prove 
an  exaft  one,  and  fucli  as-  may  at  once  give  an 
idea  of  the  conlbqueiKC  of  that  band  of  heroes  j 
and  the  eftecm  they  were  had  in  by  the  people  of 
Ireland  ;  who  indeed  in  every  age  have  always  held 
military  accomplilhments ;    and  atchievemcnts  in 
arms,  in  a  molt  enthufialiic  degree  of  veneration. 
A  fuppofition  prevailed  among  the  vulgar,  that 
this  mihtia  was  compofed  of  men  whole  ftature 
far  exceeded  the  common  fizc ;  and  was  like  their 
prowefs,  extraordinary:  but  this  is  only  a  fable, 
reje<5led  by  all  perfons  ot  fenfe  and  diicernmenc; 
and  which  probably  like  many  other  fictions,  took 
its  rife  from  an  ill  formed  conjundion  of  ideas, 
not  uncommon  in  the  human  mind  ;  which  makes 
men  forget  that  great  and  large,  infers  not  excel- 
hnt.     Thefe  falfe  notions  being  fet  afide,  having 
obferved  what  thefe  troops  ccer^  not^  I  Ihall  pro- 
ceed to  fliew  v^hat  they  'u;ere^  according  to  the  ac- 
counts, which  we  have  delivered  down  to  us  from 
the  beft  authorities. 
Keating.        *'  They  were,  (fays  Keating)  no  more  than  a  well 
difciplined  llanding  army,  under  the  monarchs  of 
Ireland,    (in  whole    hands   the  militia  ever  was) 
that  were  kept  in  regular  and  conftant  pay.     Their 
•  bufincfs   was  to  defend  the  country  againll  foreign 
or  domcftic  enemies  •,  to  fupport  the  right  and  fuc- 
ceflion   of  their  kings,"  and   to  be   ready  at  the 
(liorteft  notice,  upon  any  furpriae  or  emergencies 
of  the  ftatc.     Tfeey  were  to,  guard  the  fca-coafts 
and  to  have  a  ftri<5t  eye  upon  the  creeks  and  ha- 
vens  of  the  ifland  ;    left  any   pirates   fhould  be 
lurking  there  to  plunder  the  country,  and  infeft 

the 
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the  inhabitants  :  and  they  were  cftabli/hed  fcr  the 
fame  purpofes  as  a  (landing  body  of  forces  are 
kept  up  in  any  nation  to  defend  it  from  invafions  j 
to  fapj>ort  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the 
crov/n,  aind  to  fee  tire  the  liberty  and  property  of 
the  people. 

The  way  of  fubfifting  thefe  troops,  was  by 
billcttin^  them  upon  the  country,  from  AlUhal- 
low-tide,  to  the  month  of  May,  wlilch  w^s  the 
winter  feafon  -,  during  the  other  part  of  the  year 
they  were  obliged  to  filh  and  to  hunt,  and  find 
provifions  for  thcmfelves.  But  they  v/ere  confined 
to  perform  their  military  exercife,  and  to  be  under 
difcipline.  The  officers  were  enjoined  iK)t  to  op- 
prefs,  but  to  defend  thfe  inhabitants,  from  the  at- 
tempts of  thieves  and "  robbers  ;  and  to  promote 
the  peace  and  happinefs  of  the  people.  It  was 
their  duty  to  quell  all  riots  and  infurrcctions  ;  to 
raife  fines,  and  fecure  forfeited  eftates  for  the  ufe 
of  the  kiri0;  to  enquire  into  and  fupprefs  all  fe- 
ditious  and  traiterous  practices  in  the  beginning -, 
and  to  appear  in  arms  v/hen  any  occafions  of  the 
ftatc  required. 

For  thefe  fervices  they  were  allowed  a  regular 
pay,  as  the  princes  of  Europe  at  th;s  day  main- 
tain their  armies  :  for  though  this  militia  had  no 
pay  from  the  kings  of  Ireland,  but  when  tluy 
were  in  winter  quarters,  from  All-hallow-tide,  to 
the  month  of  May,  yet,  as  was  obferved  before, 
they  had  the  privilege  for  the  otluT  part  of  tl-e 
year,  to  fifh  and  fowl  for  their  fupport,  wliich 
was  equivalent  to  their  fettled  pay  •,  for  the  flcPa 
cf  what  they  killed  they  ate,  and  the  fl^ins  th'.y 
ha.l  liberty  to  fell,  which  afforded  a  good  price. 

The  method  of  dreffing  their  meat   was  very 

pr.rticular ;  for  v/hen  they  had  had  fuccefs  in  hunt- 

ini%  it  v/as  their  cuRom  in  the  forenoon,  to  i'cr.J 

ihcir  huntfman,  with  what  they  bad  killed,  to  a 

G  i  proper 
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ftrcngth  fufHcient  to  affift  his  friends  the  Dalriadas, 
in  Scotland  ;  and  to  defend  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land from  the  attacks  of  dooieftic  or  foreign  ene- 
mies. 

It  has  been  obfervcd^  that  Fin  was  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  Irifli  militia,  but  he  had 
feveral  inferior  officers  who  in  their  degrees  exer- 
cifed  an  authority  under  him  by  his  commiiDon. 

Every  battalion  or  legion  was  commanded  by  a 
colonel ;  every  hundred  men  were  under  the  con- 
duft  of  a  captain ;  an  officer  in  the  nature  of  a 
lieutenant,  had  fifty  under  him  •,  and  a  fcijeant,  rc- 
fembling  the  Decurio.of  the  Romans,  was  fct  over 
five  aiul  twenty :   but  with  an  hundred  of  their 
militia,  when  drawn  out  by  ten  in  a  rank,  there 
was  an  officer  appointed  over  every  ten  of  them, 
commonly,  called    the  commander  of   ten.:    and 
therefore  when  the  chronicles  of  Ireland  make  men- 
-     tion    of   Fir  Comhlan  Ccad,    or    Fir    Corohlan 
Caoguid,   (which  f^nifies.a  man  able  to  engage 
with  a  hundred,  and  another  to  fight  with  Mty) 
it  is  not  to  be  underfbood^  as  if  thc.firft  wjercable 
to   encounter  an  hundred  himfelf,    and'  conquer 
them  with  his  own  hand»    or  the  other  had  cou- 
rage to  engage  with  fifty,  and  come  off  with  vic- 
tory •,  the  meaning  is,  that  fuch  an  officer  had  the 
command  of  an   hundred  men,   with   whom  he 
.would  fight  hand  to  hand,  with  tl>e  fame  number 
of  enemies-;   and  thatao:  officer,  who  had  fifty 
under  him,  would  engage  with  any  fifty  that  op* 
pofedhim,  with  thcii^T  conomander  at  tlic  head  of 
them.  .     s 

.  Every  foldicr  tliat  was  received  into  the  militia 
of  Ireland  by  Fin,  was  obdiged  before  he  was  en- 
rolled,, to  fublcribc. to  tliii  following  articles:  the 
firft,  that  when  he  was  dilpofal  to  marry,  he  would 
not  follow  the  mercenary  cuftom  of  infilling  upon 
*  .  a  por- 
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a  portion  with  a  wife  ;  but  without  regard-  to  her 
fortune,  he  (hould  chufe  a  woman  for  her  virtue, 
her  courtcfy,  and  good  manners.  The  fecond, 
that  he  would  never  offer  violence  to  a  woman ; 
or  attempt  to  ravifh  her.  The  third,  that  he 
would  be  charitable,  and  relieve  the  poor,  who 
dcfired  meat  or  drink,  as  i^  as  his  abilities  would 
pcrniir.  The  fourth,  that  he  would  not  turn  his 
back,  or  refufe  to  fight  with  nine  men  of  any 
other  nation,  that  fet  upon  him,  and  offered  to 
fight  with  him. 

It  mufl:  not  be  fuppbfcd  that  every  perfon  who 
was  wming  to  be  cnlifted  in  the  militiar  of  Ire- 
land would  be  accepted ;  for  Fin  was  very  ftridt  in 
his  enquiry,  and  obferved  tKefe  rules  in  filling  up 
the  number  of  his  troops ;  which  were  exactly  fol- 
lowed by  his  fucccffors  in  command,  when  they 
had  occaGon  to  recruit  their  forces. 

He  ordained  therefore.  That  no  perfon  fliould 
be  enli(l;ed,  or  received  into  the  fervice  in  the  con- 
gregation or  affembly  of  Vifneach^  or  in  the  cele- 
brated fair  of  TailSean  or  at  FeasTeambracby  unlefs 
his  father  and  mother,  and  all  the  relations  of  his 
family  would  llipulatc  and  give  proper  fecurity, 
that  not  one  of  them  fhould  attempt  to  revenge 
his  death  upon  the  perlon  that  flew  him,  but 
leave  the  affair  of  his  death  wholly  in  the  hands  of 
his  fellow  Ibldiers,  who  would  take  care  to  do  him 
jufticc,  as  the  cafe  required ;  and  it  was  ordained 
likcwife,  that  the  relatipns  of  a  foldier  of  this  mi- 
litia fhguld  not  receive  any  damage  or  reproach 
for  any  mifbehaviour  committed  by  him. 

Tiie  fecond  qualification-  for  admittance  into 
thefe  (landing  forces,  was,  that  no  one  (hould  be 
received  unlefs  he  had  a  poetical  genius,  and  could 
compofe  verfes ;  and  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
twelve  books  of  poetry. 

G4  The 
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is  but  a  poor  fafeguard  whereon  to  rely  for  fccurity. 
— Butk  is  now  time  todifmifs  this  fubjedb,  and  rc- 

p.^^^^^      feme  the  thread  of  the  biftory. 

srabtinc.  Thc  two  Ma€  Conns  being  flain^  the  fon  of  Car- 
A.  D,  "bry  Lilfechar,  of  the  old  Hermonian  line,  fuccceded 
'*'^'  to  the  throne.  The  name  of  this  prince  was 
<Fiacha  Srabtine.  He  married  the  daughter  of  a 
prince  o£  Wales,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon  caUed 
Muredach  Tireach,  a  prince  who<lifcovercd  an  early 
genius  for  military  atchicvcmcnts,  in  confequencc 
of  which  his  father  made  him  bis  general,  and 
befides  eftablifted  him  as  provincial  king  of  Con- 
naught.  Muredach  was  a  prince  of  menc,  but 
he  was  a  /iry:«;7^^— Monarchs  (bould  have  no  fa- 
Tfourites,  it  is  a  weakncfs  they  ought  to  be  above 
indulging. — Muredach  was  a  king-^but  kings  arc 
t»ot  beyond  the  power  &f  malice. — The  particular 
honours  done  him  by  his  father,  attracted  thc  envy 
of  many  turbulent  and  fedirious  men,  and  gave 
them  a  ieeming  occafion  to  VIent  their  complaints, 
and  talk  loudly  of  imaginary  grievances. — Fiacha 
had  reigned  thirty  years  ;  but  he  had  not  fpent 
ri^em  in  bloodJhed,  and  in  vain  attempts  to  con- 
quer neighbouring  ftates  and  provinces.  He  de- 
lighted in  peaccj  but  the  misfortune  was,  that  his 
fubjetSls  delighted  in  tumults.  The  family  of-  thc 
Collas,  his  brother's  fons,  taking  advantage  of  the 
difpofitton  of  the  people,  refolved  out  ot  envy  to 
Muredach  to  facrifice  both  him  and  his  father  — 
Thefd  CoUas  had  formerly  offered  fome  indignities 
to  xbt  prince,  and  as,  according  to  the  old  pro- 
verbial maxim,  "iTbe  a^grt^irrs  never  forgive,  fo  how 
little  Ibever  Muredach  might  refent  their  affronts 
thefe  his  kinfmen  could  never  be  at  reft,  nor  think 
themfelves  cither  happy  or  fafc,  till  by  dcftroy- 
ing  the  monarch,  they  miglit  have  it  in  their  power 
to  dcbilr  his  heir  from  thc  fucccffion. 

As 


HISTORY     OF     IRELAND.         94 

As  the  mofl:  peaceably  difpofed  kings  are  forae** 
tiaaes  obliged  toiinake  warlike  preparations,  fo  it 
happened  at  rhis.  time  that  there  was  occafion  fiar 
Fiacha  to  fend  a  ftrong  body  of  troops  into  Munir 
fl::r,  under  the  command  of  his  fpn  Muredach. 
The  prince  fucceeding  in  his  expedition,  returned 
loaded  with  fpoils  and  trophies.  Sut  the  king  at 
that  time  lying  encamped  widi  anotlier  army  near 
Tailtean,  the.  Collas,  who  had  already  brougiit 
a  great  number  of  their  followers  into  the  fields 
under  a  pretence  of  joining  him,  began  now^  t» 
think  of  turning  their  arms*  agaihft  their  maftei^ 
whom  they  intended  to  furprize  in  his  camp.-  n 
Fiacha  was  early  enough  acjvcrtifcd  of  their  tcea^ 
chery,  to  draw  out  his  forces,  and  give  the  to- 
bels  battle ;  vidtory,  however  (declared  for  the  re- 
bels ;  the  monarch's  army  was  defeated,  and  him* 
fclf  (lain  in  the  adtion. 

Immediately  upon  this  viftory,  GoUa  Vais,  foa  coHa  vajt 
of  Carbry  Liiffechar,  was  proclaimed  monarch  of    a.  d. 
the  kingdoni,    but  he  retained  that  dignity,  the    2*^' 
fruit  of  his  treachery,  for  no  longer  a  term  thiij^ 
the  fpacc  of  four  years : 

For  Muredach,  wJio  had  all  along  kept  toge* 
ther  a  band  of  brave  and  loyal  foldiers,  at  the  end' 
of  that  cerjn  increaiing.  his  forces,  attacked  thf 
ufurper  mxh  great  fury,  and  the  ufual  fuccefs  of 
the  former  attending  him,  Colla  Vais,  and  his.two 
brothers  were  driven  out  of  Ireland,  and  obliged 
to  take  fbelter  in  Albannia,  of  which  country  ti^ir 
mother  was  a  native :  leaving  'Muredach  in  peace^ 
ful  poflTcffion  of  a  throne,  to  which  he  had. the 
treble  claim  of  hereditary  right,  of  conqueft,  and 
election. 

Being  thus  cftabliftied  in  his  kingdom.  Mure*  j^^^^^^^^i^ 
dach  ufcd  every  means,  to  make  his  people  hs^^py.   a.   u. 
Within  three  years  after  their  banifhment,  th*  Col-     33»* 
las,   who  had  behaved  themfelves  fo  unworthily, 

return- 
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returning  from  Albania,  malrched  to  the  king%  pa- 
lace,  and  put  themielves  into  his  power,  but  he, 
whether  from  his  natural  clemency,  or  from  the 
fear  of  old  predidions,  not  only  pardoned  them  his 
father's  death,  but  after  making  trial  of  their  fin- 
ocrity,  advanced  them  to  pofts  of  truft  and  ho- 
nour in  his  army. — Yet,  as  thefe  pofts  were  not*  to 
be  continued  to  their  defcendants,  and  each  of 
tfaem  had  a  family  to  provide  for,  the  monarch 
advifed  them  as  a  friend,  according  to  the  man* 
net  of  thofe  days,  to  go  in  queft  of  fome  fettle- 
ment,  which  might  prove  beneficial  to  thei^  pofte* 
rity ;  promifing  at  the  fame  time  to  furnifli  them 
with  a  body  of  troops,  fufficient  for  enabling  them 
to  undenake  fuc^  an  enterprize. 

As  we  have  fcen   that  thefe  Collas  were  ambi* 
tious  men,  and  fond  of  military  exploits,  we  need 
not  wonder  to  find  them  now  feeking  out  pretexts 
130.  invade  the  neighbouring  dominions.    The  mo- 
narch had  promifed  to  furnifh  them  with  forces ; 
and  they  were  refolved  not  to  be  backward  in  em* 
ploying  them.    After  fome  confultation,  there- 
fixe,  it  was  agreed  upon  that  thefe  reftlefs  princes 
flioidd  invade  Ulfter,   on  pretence  of  the  affront 
that,   about  a  century  before,   the  king  of  that 
province  had  put  upon  Cormac,  the  fon  of  Art, 
from  whom  they  were  lineally  defcended,     Unjulk 
as  foch  a  pretence  was,  it  was  no  fooner  thought 
on  than  the  projectors  made  the  greateft  prepara- 
"tions  to  put  it  mto  execunon,  drawing  together  a 
body  of  trpops  out  of   Connaughr,    who  wHie 
flxengthened  by  the  afCftance  chearfuUy  given  by 
Murcdach,  that  pcince  fumiihing  his  kinfmen  wi^ 
ieven  thoufand  men,  whom,  as  it  fhould  feem  by  the 
fequel  of  the  hiftory,  he  would  have  done  better  if 
he  had  kept  at  home,  to  anfwer  his  own  ^igen* 
ties. 

Sut 
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But  that  was  not  a .  matter  of  any  confideratioa 
to  the  CoUas.  They  proceeded,  to  a0ault  the  pro- 
vince of  Ulfter  with  all  expedition* — The  king 
of  Ulfter  having  got  intelligence  of .  their  defigns^ 
met  them  at  the  head  of  his  forces^  and  a  bloody 
engagement  enfued  between  the  armies,  which  was 
renewed  for  feveral  days,  terminating  at  lad  in 
the  flaughter  of  the  king,  and  the  defeat  of  his 
troops^  by  far  the  greater  part  of  which  were  flain 
either  in  the  fight,  or  in  the  purfuit,  which  was 
continued  with  a  more  than  favage  fury ;  and  af* 
ter  the  battle  was  over,  the  vidors  advanced  to 
the  royal  palace  of  Eamania  which  they  fet  fire  to^ 
without  the  leaf):  remorfe,  and  then  proceeded  to 
ihare  the  province  between  them. 

But  whilft  they  were  thus  eftablifhing  themfelves 
in  a  kingdom,  at  the  head  of  Muredach's  forces^ 
Muredach  himfelf  loft  both  his  kingdom  and  his 
life,  being  (lain  by  the.  hand  of  a  chief  named 
Colbach.  Though  hiftory  is  filent  as  to  the  caufe 
of  this  event,  or  the  manner  In  which  it  was 
brought  about,  yet  it  is  natural  enough  to  con- 
clude that  fome  who  fuppofed  they  had  caufe  of  . 
complaint  againii  the  monarch,  took  advantage  of 
the  abience  of  his  army  in  Ulfter,  to  work  his  de^^ 
ilrudtion. 

We  may  here  trace  an  inftance  of  human  po^ 
licy's  overfliooting  itfelf. — Keatihg  relates  a  ftory 
of  a  predi&ion  concerning  the  CoUas^  tliat  if  the 
monarch  of  Ireland  fhould  caufe  them  to  be  put 
to  death,  his  race  fhould  never  afcend  the  thrqne. 
Now  it  is  not  at  all  improbable,  when  thefe  bro- 
thers broke  out  into  rebellion,  and  were  as  yec 
uncertain  of  the  event,  that  they  ihould  procure 
fuch  a  prediction  to  be  framed  for  their  own  fc-^ 
curity  5  and  there  is  fome  reafon  to  fuppofc  that 
this  prophecy  had  the  fame  weight  with  Mure- 
dach, when  they  furrendcred  to  him,  as  it  for- 
merly 
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tntrly  had  with  his  father  ;  and  the  Irifli  writers 
aflure  us  that  it  really  had.  Hence  we  fee  the 
king  conferring  polls  upon  them,  on  the  one 
hand ;  whilft,  on  the  other,  he  was  feeking  the 
firft  opportunirj^  to  remove  them  from  his  presence. 
This  was  indeed  a  high  ftrain  of  policy,  to  which 
he  fncrificcd  humanity  and  juftice  -,  and  though  it  is 
not  neceffary  to  believe  that  his  fall  was  a  judgment 
fent  from  Heaven  upon  him,  in  cohfequence  of  his 
violauon-  of  thefe  principles,  for  the  emolument 
of  his  father's  murderers,  yet  we  may  juffly  con- 
clude that  while  the  king  thought  he  refined  upon 
politics,  he  trarrfgreffed  the  maxims  of  prudence, 
in  thus  trufting  thefe  Collas  with  his  army ;  and 
the  event  accordingly  proved  that  he  did  fo,  fincc 
•  from  what  motive  foever  Colbach  was  ftimulated 
to  deftroy  him,  the  abfcncc  of  fo  many  of  his 
troops  muft  have  proved  the  rebel's  greateft  en- 
couragement. 

Colbach.  *  Colbach  was  the  fon  of  Cruin  Badhrafi,  and  de- 
fcendcd  from  the  line  of  Ir :  having  flatn  Murc- 
dach,  he  fet  himfelf  up  for  monarch,  reigned  one 
.ytar,  and  was  flain  by  Achy  Moimedin. 

mc^^ln.^'"'"  This  Achy  wai  the  fon  of  Muredach,  and  con- 
fequently  of  the  line  of  Heremon ;  he  had  a  fon 
named  Niall,  by  a  Welch  princefs ;  and  after  a  reign 
of  eight  years,  he  died  at  the  royal  palace  of  Ta- 
rah. 
>V.  D.  Crimthan,  of  the  line  of  Heber  Fionn,  fuc- 
3^^'     ceedcd  him.     He  is  fuid  to  have  been  a  prince  of 

cnmthan-  ^^^^ing  military  prowefs. — The  Irifli  record,  that 
he  made  expeditions  into  Gaul  and  Britain,  and  ob- 
tained tribute,  and  brought  away  plunder  from 
both  provinces;  but  this  is  a  matter  not  very 
likely.  That  Crimthan  made  expeditions  into 
Britain  may  well  be  allowed ;  but  according  to  the 
correfponding  periods  of  hiftory,  wc  find  rhst  the 
Pifts,  whofe  ally  he  muft  have  bccp  in  thi^  ^'.'-r^ 
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were  at  that  thnc  rq)ulfi:d  by  the  Romans.  Crfm- 
than  died  by  poifoo,  adminiftered  to  him  by  his 
ov/n  lifter  *. 

To  this  monarch  fiacceeded  Niall,  furnamed 
*'  Of  the  nine  hoftages ;"  who  almoft  as  foon  as 
he  mounted  the  throne,  began  to  be  impatient  for 
military  fame.  He  is  faid .to  have  broi^t  <^er - 
Aiccours  to  the  Dalriadas  planted  tn  Britain^  who 
were  much  opprefied  by  the  Picls,  their  neigh- 
bours ;  and  in  his  time  (fay  the  Iriih  wrioer^) ,  was 
the  name  of  Albania  exchanged  for  th^t  of  Scotia 
Minor,  in  order  to  prefcrvc  the  remembrance  of 
the  dcfcent  of  its  firft  inhabitants,  from  the  natives 
of  Ireland,  which  ifle  was  diftinguifticd  by  .the 
flame  of  Scotia  Major. 

In  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  Niall, .  that 
monarch  went  over  at  the  head  of  a  great  army, 
into  the  northern  parts  of  Britain,  wliere  entering 
in  a  junftion  with  the  people  of  the  country,  a^ 
well  as  with  the  Pifts  themfelves,  they  marched 
fouthward,  carrying  devaftation  and  deftrudion 
with  them  wherever  they  came.  After  this,  he 
tranfponed  his  viftorious  army .  to  the  coaft  oi 
Armorica,  or  Brctagne,  from  whence  they  returned 
triumphant  and   laden  with  fpoils,  meeting  with 

little 

*  In  dits  reign  aA  event  is  related  the  death  of  Core,  it  fhoM  devoir^ 

by  Keating,  which  is  (o  uncommon  to  him  again,  an  event  which  iboit 

in  the  hiftery  of  nations,    that  it  after  happened.     Jc  is  addod^   that 

feems  to  defervc  fome  notice.     It  is  tiiis  behaviour  of  his  fs  much  en- 

this :— -the   monarch  Crlmrhan  be-  deared  him  tnCrifntfaan,  thjt  hehe- 

ilov/ed    the  kingdom   of    Munflcr  flowed  ihe  liighefl  honour  u{Ton  hisn^ 

Opon  Connul   RachUiatb,  who  had  delivering  up  his  hofla^s  ot  the  war 

been  educated  with  him  ;  hut  Core,  to  him,  and  irtiOing  him  in  every 

Vfbo  was  the  rightful  heir,  thinking  particular }  "  rdying  (fays  Keatin|()L 

himfclf   agj^ricved,    complained    of  upon  the  integrity  of  a  prince,  who 

the  innovation  ;  wheretjpon  Conall  delivered  up  the  pofli-nion  of  a  crown 

r-ferted  it  to  orbritrj^on,  when  it  that   he  was  abie  to  defend,  for  no 

^^ as  determined  by  the  umpire,  that  other  rcafon  but  bccaufc  he  had  170 

Core  fliouK!  pofVefs  the  kingdom  du-  right  to  it/* — Taking thefe  circttm^ 

ring  life,  but  that  at  hisdeath  it  (hould  il:inces  as  they  are  related,  this  Con- 

C'  Jccnd  to  Conall,  or  his  heir.     On  nail  Ircms  to  be  one  of  the  grcatefl 

this  determinstion    Ccnall,  though  worthies  we  meet  wi;h  in  ihc  Iriiji 

in  a^nal  poflc/non,  rcfsgned  the  go-  hiitury. 
vcroiBcfn,  waiting  patiently,  tillj  on 
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little  oppofition  from  an  enemy  not  prepared  ta 
receive  them ;  for  now  the  RcMnan  force  began  to 
roll  back  upon  itfelf,  and  that  unweildy  empire 
felt  the  firft  fymptons  of  its  approaching  diffolu- 
tion,  in  the  ravages  committed  upon  its  pro- 
vinces. 

Amongft  the  prey  which  the  Irifh  brought  from 
Armorica,  were  two  hundred  young  children  ; — 
Patrick,  afterwards  the  great  teacher  of  the  Irifh, 
is  faid    to    have    been  one   of    thefe^    and    by 
means  of  this  invalion,  to  have  become  firft  ac- 
quainted with  the  country,  when  he  was  carried 
thither  captive,  at  fixteen  years  of  age.     £ut  Niall^ 
who  took  this  young  Chriftian,  lived  not  to  fee 
the  effefts  of  his  fuccefs. — The  Irilh  hiftorians  in-« 
form  Us,  that  this  monarch  fluihed  with  his  fuc- 
cefs, refolved  upon  another  expedition  to  Armo- 
rica,  having  concerted  meafures  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
the  general  of  the  Dalriadas,  that  embarking  on 
board  his  tranfports,  which  a  fair  wind  conveyed 
to  Gaul,  the  Iriih  and  Scotch  armies  met  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Loire,  where  they  renewed  their 
hoftilities  againft  the  natives,    who  being  unable 
to  withftand  their  united  forces,  fled  from  them 
like  a  flock  of  (heep^    feeking  refuge    in  their 
Woods  and  faftneflfes,  and  leaving  their  habitations 
and  effects  to  the  mercy  of  the  cruel  invadersi 
But  while  Niall  Was  glbrying  in  this  fccrie  of  ruin 
and  defolation,  he  was  fuddenly  cut  fhort  in  thcf 
midft  of  his  career,  by  a  death  that  he  leaft  ex- 
.  pefted. 

The  fon  of  a  king  b£  Leinftef,  at  Niall's  firft 
dcceflion  to  the  throne,  had  taken  it  into  his  head 
to  pofTefs  himfelf  of  the  royal  palace  of  Tarah  • 
becaufe  the  monarch  made  no  ufe  of  it.— ^And  he 
had  abfolutely  occupied  it  for  feven  days  before 
this  piece  of  infolence  was  made  known  to  Niall^ 
which,  however,  as  foon  as  he  had  received  intelli- 
gence 
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gpnce  of,  he  commanded  him^  but  in  vaip,  to  re-^ 
Unquiih,  and  fome  fkirmiihes  palled  between  their 
followers  before  the  monarch  could  regain  the 
poireflion  of  his  right.  This  prince  of  Leinftei* 
had  befides  malicioufly  flain  the  fon  of  Niall's  fa*  I 

vourite  druid,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  hofpita- 
lity,  while  he  was  feafting  at  his  father's  houfe ; 
after  which,  dreading  the  ill  confequences  of  his 
deeds,  he  fled  firft  to  Scotland,  and  from  thence  ' 

made  his  way  over  to  Gaul,  where  Niajl  now  lay  with 
his  viftorious  army  :  having  enlifted  himfelf  under 
the  banners  of  Gabran,  the  Scoctifh  chief,  who 
made  no  difficulty  of  receiving  him  among  his  war- 
riors ;  and  this  chief  befides  folicited  Kiall  to  re- 
ftore  him  to  his  favour,  but  that  monarch  was  fo 
irritated  againft  him  chat  he  would  not  hear  of  a 
reconciliation.  Though  the  prince  had  indeed 
given  juft  caufe  of.  fefentment,  yet  he  could  not 
but  hate  the  perfon  refenting,  and  fuch  was  his 
wretched  difpolition,  that  nothing  but  bipod  could 
fatisfy  the  inveterate  hatred  he  had  conceived 
againft  this  warrior  king.  Watching  therefore  an 
opportunity  while  the  troops  were  abroad  fora-* 
ging  one  day,  he  took  the  covert  of  a  grove,  and 
fliot  an  arrow,  at  Niall,  as  he  was  fitting  carelefly 
upon  the  banks  of  the  river  Loire.  The  ftiafc 
was  but  too  well  directed,  it  pierced  the  monarch 
with  a  mortal  wound  •,— he  fell,  and  with  him  fell  • 
the  hopes  of  both  armies,  who,  as  if  he  had  been 
the  foul  of  their  undertakings,  loft  all  courage, 
and  prefcntly^  returned  home,  leaving  the  con- 
qucfts  they  had  meditated,  and  delivering  the  na- 
tivcs  from  the  terrors  of  their  arms. — ^Thus  ended 
the  life  of  the  hero  Niall,  who  is  not  the  only 
prince  that  is  recorded  in  hiftory  to  have  fallen  in 
the  midft  of  his  glory,  the  facrifice  of  ill-fpirted 
petulance,  and  private  animofity. 

H  Dathy, 
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AJ5«  Dachy,  who  was  of  the  line  of  Heremon,  fon 
-of  Achy  Moimodin,  fucceeded  Niall  in  the  roo- 
ilarchy^  which  he  held  for  twenty-three  years. 
The  IriHi  writers  fay^  he  dlfo  had  foreign  wars, 
in  which  he  was  fuccefsfu)',  but  received  his  death 
by  a  ftroke  of  lightning,  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps, 
from  whence  his  foldiers  brought  away  hit  body, 
and  gave  it  burial  in  his  own  country.— And  this 
i^  all  that  ftands  recorded  of  this  prince,  who  was 
the  laft  of  the  pagan  moharchs  ot  Ireland. — 

Though  we  are  now  arrived  at  the  end  of  thofe 
periods  which  modem  critics  have  termed  fabulous. 
Though  the  mod:  fcrupulous  of  them  will  allow  that 
ibmeknowlege  of  the  affairs  of  the  Iri(h  fince  their 
converfion  to  Chriftianity,  may  be  obtained  from 
hiftorical  records ;  nt  the  fame  time  they  cannot 
but  own  that  the  monkilh  times  had  their  fa* 
bles  as  well  as  thofe  of  Heathen  fuperilition, 
though  of  a  diSerent  nature  ;— yet  thele  ht- 
ter  have  never  beeft  reckoned^  by  people  of  any 
judgment^  to  be  admitted  as  impeachments  of 
hiftorical  fads }  if  they  were,  what  muft  become 
of  the  hiftory  of  many  of  the  nations  of  Europe  ? 
They  muft  no  longer  be  read  or  r^arded. 

I  have  already  given  the  reader  the  heads  of 
what  has  been  gcAerally  advanced  s^ainft  the 
probability  of  the  Mileflan  expedition ;  I  will 
now  only  defire  him  to  take  a  retrolpeft  of  the 
regular  feries  of  events,  and  the  alniofl:  uninter- 
rupted fuccefliorv  of  kings  of  that  race,  from  the 
time  of  Heremon,  to  the  period  I  am  treating  of, 
and  then  let  him  judge  for  hlmfelf,  even  inccrfperfed 
as  it  is  in  fbme  places  with  fables,  whether  this 
hiftory  looks  like  a  mere  work  of  invention. 
The  number  of  monarchs,  of  whom  it  is  only 
recorded,  that  ihey  reigned  fo  many  years,  and 
were  flain  j  the  number  of  others,  of  whom  dif- 
honour^ble  adlions  are  recorded  ^  the  correlpond- 
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ing  laws  and  inftitutions  of  the  different  kings, 
and  the  progrefs  of  their  military  fubjefts,  all  thefc 
place  the  uamp  of  truth  upon  the  general  rela« 
tion  of  the  fafts,  however  varied  by  different 
pens,  however  obfcured  by  the  clouds  of  fuper- 
ftirion,  or  difguifed  by  the  colouring  of  fiction. 

I  have  related  fome  of  the  fables  blended  with 
the  faiftory  of  thofe  days^  in  the  notes,  whilft  in 
the  tew  the  incidents  ftand  fimply  as  they  appear 
to  have  happened,  by  which  means  a  proper 
judgement  may  be  formed  of  the  truth,  and  fome 
kind  of  ftandard  afcertained,  whereby  to  deter* 
mbe  how.  far  ancient  ftory  is  to  be  relied  upon. 
So  it  is  not  a  vain  u(k  to  which  I  invite  thofe  who 
pcrufe  this  work,  fince  I  have  hereby  given  them 
every  affiftance  in  my  power  to  diftinguifh  truth 
from  falfhood,  and  to  acquire  that  habit  of  judging 
for  themfelves,  which  ought  to  be  the  end  of  read- 
ing in  general,  and  which  cannot  but  delight  the 
genius,  whilft  it  improves  the  underftanding. 

But  as  the  moft  enlivened  vats,  and  the  moft 
refined  talents  are  ever  ufeleis  to  the  partial  man* 
I  cannot  conclude  this  book  better  than  by  warning 
my  readers  againft  thofe  national  and  party  prejudices 
which  are  but  too  prevalent  amongft  us.  To  which 
purpofe  I  muft  obfcrve.  That  thofe  who,  fraught 
with  fuch  notions,  attempt  the  reading  of  works 
of  this  kind,  will  ever  find  their  labour  loft ; 
and  he  who  is  not  **  a  citizen  of  the  world,** 
muft  never  expeft  to  improve  by  reading  the  hif- 
tory  of  any  particular  country* 
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''E  are  now  arrived  (as  has  been  obferved) 
at  that  period  of  Irifh  hiftory,  which  critics 
generally  allow  may  be  depended  upon :   which 
is  the  great  sera  of  the  miflion  of  St  Patrick, 
by  whofe  preaching   Chriftianity  was  eftablifhed 
in  the  iQand,  and  who  has,  on  that  account,  been 
termed  the  great  apoftle  of  Ireland. 
A.  D.        This  remarkable  event  happened  in  the  reign 
^^^'    of  Laogary,  the  fon  of  Niall,  of  the  nine  hofta- 
^'^^'     ges,   who  fucceeded  to  the  throne  of  his  father, 
and  on  the  news  of  his  death,  was  eleded  mo- 
narch.   Neverthelefs,  it  appears  that  there  were 
Chriftians  in  Ireland  before  Laogary's  time,  though 
the  whole  ifland  did  not  profefs  that  faith.    We 
are  informed  of  four  faints,  by  name,  who  lived 
'  in 
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in  an  earlier  period,  but  it  was  not  till  the  third' 
year  of  king  Laogary,  that  Palladius  (who  may 
not  improperly  be  flyled  the  precurfor  of  St,  Pa- 
trick) arrived  in  that  country  5  who,  however, 
was  exprefly  fent  to  the  believers.  With  this  Pal- 
ladius came  twelve  coadjutors,  and  all  arriving  in 
Leinfter,  gained  profelytcs,  and  founded  there  three 
churches  ;  but  meeting  with  a  violent  oppofition, 
from  the  pagan  inhabitants,  the  bifliop,  as  he  was 
called,  quitted  the  land,  and  purfuing  the  fame 
laudable  intention  in  North  Britain,  he  •  died 
among  the  Pi6bs,  and  thus  ended  his  labours. 

Patrick  having,  in  all  probability,  heard  of  the 
ill  fuccefs  of  this  miflion,  warmed  with  a  holy 
zeal,  refolved  to  make  an  attempt  of  the  fame 
nature  himfelf,  and  having  been  confecrated  for 
that  purpofe,  fct  out  firft  for  Britain,  where  he 
preached  but  a  few  days ;  and  afterwards  pafling 
over  the  Irifh  fea,  arrived  in  fafety  at  Wicklow  5 
—having  advanced  into  the  country,  he  made  a 
beginning  of  his  apoftlefhip,  by  converting  a 
prince  who  was  delcended  from  the  monarch 
Cormac  ;  but  Nath,  a  pagan  chief,  who  had  been 
the  chief  inftrument  of  defeating  the  good  inten- 
tions of  Palladius,  hearing  of  the  fuccefs  of  Pa- 
trick, oppofed  him  as  much  as  poffible,  and  after 
fome  time,  aftrong  body  of  the  pagans  fell  on  him, 
and  obliged  him  and  his  followers  to  reimbark. — 
From  thence,  however,  inftead  of  returning  to  Rome 
or  Britain,  he  failed  to  an  ifland  on  the  coaft  of  the 
county  of  Dublin,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to 
that  part  of  Ulfter  called  UUagh,  where  the 
Chriftians  being  taken  for  pirates,  were  all  appre- 
hended, and  carried  before  a  chief  named  Dichu. 
— The  confequence  was,  that  Dichu  was  not 
only  convinced  of  his  miftake,  but  alfo  made  a 
profelyte  by  the  preaching  of  St.  Patrick :  and 
from  this  time  forward  the  affairs  of  the  Chriftians 
H  3  fuccceded 
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fucoeedcd  in  the  ifland.  At  length  the  mUfiona- 
Ties  came  to  the  royal  feat  of  Tarah,  and  there 
converted  the  monarch  and  his  whole  court— It 
is  almoft  unnecefiary  to  take  notice,  that  accord- 
ing to  (he  notions  of  the  writers  who  have  re- 
corded thefe  events*  fuch  things  could  not  be 
brought  to  pafs  without  miracles,  and  therefore 
they  have  not  been  fparing  of  them  upon  this 
occafion :  but  as  that  great  miracle  of  all — T'/v 
freeing  the  country  frsm  venomous  animals^  is  in  a 
manner  given  up  by  the  moft  fenlible  even  of  the 
Romifh  communion,  it  would  be  ridiculous  here 
,  to  dwell  upon  inferior  ones,  which  feem  only 
calculated  to  ornament  and  embellifh  the  relation 
of  this  faint's  extraordinary  miffion.— 

About  ten  years  after  his  arrival,  Patrick  found- 
ed a  biihop's  fee  at  Clogher*  but  furrendered  it 
to  one  Mac  Curtin,  who  was  always  reckoned  the 
firft  bifhop  of  that  fee ;  and  two  years  after  re* 
moving  t6  Ardmagh,  he  refolved  to  make  that  the 
metropolitan  fee  of  Ireland,  laying  out  a  large  ciiy 
there,  and  eftablilhing  public  fchools,  and  femi- 
naries  of  learning, — ^Thcn  he  went  over  to  Britain, 
from  whence  he  returned  with  no  lefs  than  thirty 
holy  men,  whom  he  conftituted  bifhops  in  Ireland. 
^  The  year  after  his  return,  he  vifited  his  fee  of 
Ardmagh,  and  held  a  fynod  there,  and  afterwards 
having  converted  the  people  of  Munfter,  he  did 
the  fame  in  that  province,  but  had  fome  difficulty 
to  prevail  on  certain  bifliops,  confecrated  at  Rome 
before  his  arrival,  to  fubmit  to  him  as  primate.— 
However,  at  length,  the  breach  was  healed  up, 
out  of  regard  to  his  great  zeal,  and  the  fingular 
fuccefe  of  his  labours. — But  in  all  thele  tranfac- 
tions  we  do  not  find  the  pope  interfering  •,  it  ra- 
ther appears  that  St.  Patrick  aftcd  as  patron  and 
patriarch  of  his  own  church. — And  we  farther 
read,  that  the  Irifh  biihops  went  on  con&crating 

one 
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one  another,  and. that  there  were  no  archbilhops 
there,    til]   a  certain    legate   of  the  pope/  feve.n 
hundred  years  afterwards,  brought  four  palls  thi- 
ther, a  cuftom  which  was  till  that  time  unknown 
in  Ireland. — After  a  feven  years  refidence  in  Myn-    . 
fter,  Patrick  left  that  province,  and  returned  again 
to  Leinfter,  where  hefpent  fix  years  more,  and,  on 
his    return    thither  refigned    the    fee.  of    Ard- 
magh  to  Binjen  or  Benignus,  whom  he  appointed 
his  fucceGbr. — Thefe   frequent  journeyings    and 
change,   as  related,  among  the  reft,  have  raifed 
doubts  in  modern  writers,  whether  the  fuperiority 
which  Patrick  afiumed  was  really  and  truly  a  pri- 
macy or  not  ? — If  we  give  way  to  conjedures,  we 
ihould    be   led  to   imagine    widi   thefe,  that  as 
the  prefencc  of  this  great  light  of  the  church  was 
neceflary  in  fo  many  places,    he  would  not  wifh 
to  confine  himfelf  to  any  one  ;  as  he  was  not  co- 
vetous of    money,    or  any    worldly  advantage; 
but  as  I  have  not  found  thefe  conjefhires  fup- 
ported  by  any  abfolute  proofs,  I  have  rather  chofen 
to  relate  the  account  as  I  found  it,  a^  far  as  I 
have  related  it  at  all.— But  ^  I  have  omitted  much, 
for  the  fatisfaftion  of  thofe  who  are  curious,   in 
regard  to  the  tranfadtions  of  the  faint,  I  have  tran- 
fcribed  ibme  farther  particulars  concerning  his  life 
and  million,  which  may  be  feen  at  large  in  the  note 
below  ♦•     Having  accomplifhed  his  defired  end 

H4  by  - 

*  It  vat  foar  hunditd  and  tkir-  of  the  Chrifttan  an  to  the  death  of^^^ 

ty  yean  after  the  birth  of  Chiifty  that  Iriih  apoftle,    who,  aa  we  are     ^""i* 

ihat  Sc,  Patrick  opened  his  com-  informed,  in  the  aceounta  of  kit 

nMffion  in  Ireland,    which  was  in  life  was  fixty  «ne  years  preaching 

(he  fourth    year   of  the  reign   of  the  gofpel  in  the  ifland,  and  work- 

I'^Apirc.    He  coatinned  in  Ireland  ing  miracles  for  the  confirmation  of 

Axty  one   years,    pcopagating   the  the  religion  he  recommended. 
Chriftiaa  dodrine,  w.th  icfolution  In  the   reign  of  Laogaire,  king 

and  Tucccft,  which  number  of  years  of  Ireland,  Dubthach,   the  ion  of 

^rifig   added  to  the  four  hundred  Dugbair,  a   poet,  retained  by  Fear- 

aad  thirty  abore,  make  four  hun-  gus,  and  Rofa,  the  Ton  of  Tricbim, 

^rci  oiiiety  one  tron  the  beginning  recommcn4«d  to  St,  Pauick  the  exa- 

miaatioa 
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by  cftabliftiing  Chriftianity  in  Ireland,  he  left  that 
country,  and  went  to  Rome,  from  whence  re- 
turning again,  he  retired  to  the  monaftcry  of  Saul, 
and  died  in  a  journey  to  Ardmagh,  in  an  advan- 
ced age,  in  the  year  491, 

But 


fninatjoa  of  the  chronicles  and  ge- 
nealopes  of  the  kiogdom,  and  fub- 
mttted  them  to  hie  corref^ion;  but 
|be  faint  nodcftly  refused  to  zCi  in 
ft  matter  of  thit  importancey  upon 
his  o^ti  judgement^  bectfufe  he  wat 
not  thoroughly  acquainted  5vith  the 
antiqaitici  of  the  iHand,   and  the 
oedigrees  of    the    families  ;     and 
therefore  he    addreflcd  himfelf  to 
Laogaire,  and  dcfired  him  to  iflfue 
out  hit  royal  mandate  for  a  convo- 
cation of  the  principal  clergy,  hif- 
torianSy  and  antiquaries  of  the  king-, 
dom,    and  in  writs  to  exprefs  the 
time  and  place  of  their  meeting.*-- 
The  king  was  well  pleafed  with  the 
method,  and  accordingly  ordered  out 
his  fummons  ;    and  the  moft  emi- 
nent of  the  three  profcfllpns  met, 
and  aOembled  in  convocation.     The 
feveral  genealogies  and  the  old  re- 
cords ,were  produced  before  the  con- 
vention, who  examined  into  their 
authority,  with  great  care  and  ex- 
adiocfs  J  but,  conftdering  the  num- 
})tt  of  the  members  that  compofed 
the  aflembly,  and  the  difficulty  and 
the  time  that  would  be  employed, 
if  every    particular  perfon  were  to 
read  over  the  whole,  and  give  his 
opinion^  it  was  agreed  that  a  feleA 
fommittee  of  nine  ihould   be  ap- 
pointed,  to    whom    the   purgation 
and  amendment  of  the  chronicles 
might  be  committed,  and  their  cor- 
re£tiona  ihould  receive  a  fandlion 
from    the    whole  aflembly.      The 
nine  deputed  upon    this  occafioa, 
^ere  three  learned  kings,  three  emi- 
nent prelates,  and  three  of  the  moft 
accompli/hed   antiquarians.— —The 
three  kings,   Laogaire,  the  fon  qf 
Niall,   the   hero  oi  the  nine  hofta- 
^es$    Diare,    king  of  Ulfter,    and 
Core,    king    of    Munfter.       The 
phrtAioa    bi/bcps    were«    St.   Pa- 


trick, the  pious  Binen,  and  the  Ju- 
dicious Caimach  ;  the  antiquariaiu 
were,  Dubthach,  Feargus,  and 
Rofa. — By  this  learned  committee 
were  the  the  genealogies  of  the  pria- 
cipal  families,  and  the  ancient  re- 
cords of  the  kingdom  carefully  exa- 
mined, and  purged  of  all  fpurims 
relations,  and  then  difpofed  into  the 
archives  of  the  ifland,  as  a  vesen- 
ble  and  authentic  oolle^Uoo,  wbd'e 
veracity  was  to  be  relied  upon,  and 
never  was  queftioned  by  future  ajes, 
who  called  this  body  of  records,  the 
Great  Antiquity. 

The  innals  and  records  being 
thus  perufed  and  reformed  by  the 
care  and  learning  of  this  fele^  com- 
mittee, the  Ling  by  the  confent  of 
the  nobility,  ordained  that  they 
/hould  be  committed  to  the  iv^ 
of  the  reverend  prelates  of  the 
kinsdom,  who  had  ^em  tranfcribed 
in  legible  characters,  and  laid  up  in 
their  principal  churches  for  the  b«- 
ncAt  of  pofterity.  There  are  many 
of  thefe  venerable  manufcripts  pR- 
fenred  to  the  prefent  times,  and 
copies  of  them  to  be  found  in  the 
cuAody  of  the  curious  at  this  day. 
Such  are  the  book  of  Ardmagh,  the 
pfalter  of  Caihel,  the  book  of 
Glean  da  Loch,  the  book  called 
in  the  Irifli  language,  Leabfaama 
Huaidh  Chongabhala,  the  treatife  of 
Cluain  Mac  Nois,  the  book  of  Fi- 
ontari  Cluana  Haighneach,  the  yel- 
low book  of  Moliny,  the  black 
book  Molaiga,  and  leveral  other  an- 
cient trails,  that  reUte  to  the  anti- 
quities  of  the  kingdom.** — So  far 
Keating,  as  to  the  tnmfadions  of 
the  faint :— Ware,  fpeaking  of  bis 
death,  proceeds  as  follows,  <*  All 
the  early  Iriih  writers  affirm,  that 
St.  Patrick  was  buried  at  Dowih 
in  Ireland,  and  it  is  from  fuch  an- 
thoriiiei 
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But,  to  return  to  Laogary; — in  the  early  part  of 
his  reign^  he  tranfported  a  body  of  •  troops  into . 
Britain,  to  join  the  Pidls,  the  old  allies  of  the 
Irifh,  and  the  junftion  of  the  two  armies  was  a 
(ignd  for  war  and  devaftation  :  for  immediately  on 
his  arrival  hoftilitics  were  renewed  againft  the 
Britons,  who  trufted  in  vain  to  Severus's  wall 
for  their  defence :  it  was  broken  down  in  many 
places,  and  the  Scots  and  Pifts  pouring  in  upon 
them  like  a  deluge,  carried  off  great  fpoil  and 
plunder,  and  after  exafting  a  tribute,  withdrew. 
But  this  irruption  was  only  the  beginning  of  thofe 
bloody  wars,  which  continued  till  the  arrival  of 
the  Saxons  in  Britain,  under  the  conduft  of  Hen- 
gift  and^  Horfa,  who  routed  the  invaders  at  Stam- 
ford in  Lincolnlhire,  and  by  fuperior  force  put 
an  efFeftual  ftop  to  their  inroads. 

The  next  war  that  we  find  this  prince  engaged 
in,  was  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  the  Bo- 
romasan  tribute,  that  old  bone  of  contention  be- 
tween 


thoriues  only  that  the  truth  muft  that  he  was  buried  at  Down.    So 

be  dnwn.      Thui  the    biihop    of  doth  St.  ETin,  in  the  tripartite  ltf« 

Stetty,  who  was  contemporary  with  of  St.   Patrick,   afcribed    to   him, 

St.  Patrick  and  his  difciplet,  (as  I  St.  Ulftan,   in  the  life  of  St.  Brid- 

faid  before)  infotms  us}'*    *<   That  gid,   is  exprefs  in  that  particular  j 

when   he   Ackened,    he  had  a  de-  at  is  alfo  Caftigo^s.    From  thefe, 

fire  CO  go  and  die  at  Ardmagh,  but  and  muiy  more  early    authorities^ 

was  hindered   by  the  interpofition  we    may   fafely  conclude    to  give 

ofan  angel.**    And  the  ancient  fcho-  Down  the  honour  of  containing  his 

Haft  on  that  vfriter  (aith,    *'  that  remains,  with  which  feveral  of  the 

he  was  at  Saul  when  he  fell  fick,  Engliih  writ9rs    alfo  agree.    And 

and  began  his  journey  towards  Ard-  Cambrenfis  affirms,  "  that  the  bo- 

magh,  defiring  to  be  buried  there.**  dies  of   St.  Patrick,    St.   Bridget, 

The  writer  of  the  third  life  of  St.  and  St.  Columb,  were  not  only  bu^ 

Patrick,  fuppofed  to  be  one  of  his  ried  at  Down,  but  were  alfo  there 

difciplet,  aiiirms  "  that  be  fickened  taken  up  and  tranflated  into  flirines, 

at  Saul,  and  died  at  Down.**     Ano-  by  John  dc  Courcey,  conqueror  of 

ther  wnter,   fuppofed  to  be  St.  Ele-  Ulidia,  about  the  year   1x85,  and 

rane  the  wife,   who  wrote  the  life  to  this  purpofe  gives  us  thefe  verfes  : 

of  St.  Patrick,  towards  the  clofe  of  Hi  tret  in  Duno  tumuJo  tuwulantur  ia 
the  fixth   century,  relates  a  battle  t/w, 

fought    between    the    Airtherians,  Sri^iia,     Patrtcifts,    atfiu    Columha 
and  the  VliJians,   concerning   the  Ptuis 

property  of  his  body,  and  concludes 
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tween  the  province  of  Leinfter,  and  the  nK>iur€h 
of  Ireland— Crimth^n,  who  governed  I-einftcr,  rc- 
fufed  the  payment  of  it,  an  engagement  enfued : 
the  cbnfequenqe  was,  that  Laogary's  army  was  en- 
tirely <lefeated,  and  himfelf  taken  prifoner^  nor 
did  he  obtain  his  liberty,  till  he  had  bound  him- 
felf  by  a  moft  folemn  oath  never  to  demand  that 
tribute  again  as  long  as  he  lived.  But  being 
fet  at  large,  (though  he  was  now  a  Chri^an) 
he  made  no  fcruple  to  break  his  oath^  and  ac- 
cording to  the  bed  authorities,  was  flain  in  bat- 
tle, while  he  was  attempting  to  recover  what  he 
had  fworn  never  more  to  demand. 

According  to  others,  he  was  killed  by  lightning. 
—There  is  nothing  improbable  in  this  relation, 
if  it  were  not  fet  forth  as  one  of  thofe  judgements 
which  in  the  early  ages  people  were  fo  food  of 
dealing  abroiid. — Whichever  of  thefe  deaths  Lao- 
gary  met  with,  it  was  certainly  no  more  than  he 
defcrved. — But  if  every  one  met  with  his  defcrts 
here  below,  it  is  plain  that  things  would  be  otherwifc 
ordered  than  they  are;  and  it  is  as  plain  that 
there  would  be  the  lefs  neceiuty  of,  and  the  left 
ftrcngth  of  argument  for  a  future  ftate.-— I  cannot 
help  remarking  here,  that  the  prince  whofe  hiftory 
I  have  here  related,  muft  have  profited  little  by 
his  converfion  to  Chriftianity,  when  he  expired  in 
fo  flagrant  a  breach  of  its  duties. — Poffibly,  like 
many  other  great  men  of  his  time,  he  contented 
himfclf  vi'ithtelreving^  and  left  it  to  meaner  fouls 
to  ohey  its  cammandmfHis. 

Laogary  who  reigned  thirty  five  years,  was  fuc* 
cceded  by  the  fon  of  Dathy. 
oJiioiMoit.  '^^^^  prince  was  named  OUiol  Molt;  and  he 
was  defcended  from  the  royal  line  of  Heremon, 
who  continued  to  infift  upon  the  tribute  the 
claim  of  which  had  coft  his  predecefibr  fo  dear : 

it 
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it  was.  refufed»  and  a  bloody  battle  was  fought, 
and  as  the  confequence  was,  that  the  yoke  was 
not  taken  ofF,  it  fliould .  feem  that  OUiolV 
troop  had  the  advantage. — ^But  whatever  his 
good  fortune  might  be  in  this  engagement,  it  did 
not  ^continue  to  befriend  him  when  the  fon  of 
Laogary,  who  had  been  fet  afide,  brought  an  army 
into  the  field  againft  him.  The  monarch  was  de- 
feated and  flain,  and  the  conqueror  reigned  in  his 
ftcad. — And  in  his  perfon  we  find  the  regal  fuc- 
ceflion  ftrengthened  in  the  family  of  Niall,  of 
the  Heremooian  line,  infomuch  that  the  pro- 
vincial kings  after  this  event  no  longer  make  any 
great  Bgatc  in  the  hiftory,  though  the  pentarchy 
was  ftilinominally  prefcrved,  as  it  had  been  in  for-  , 
mer  ages. 

Lughad,  the  fon  of  L.aogary,  mounting  xhcLa^fa^ 
throne,  we  fiind  him  engaged  in  perpetual  war. — 
In  fix  battles  many  thoufands  of  the  Irifli  in  his  tihie 
were  flaughtered  by  their  countrymen ;  in  one  of 
them  fell  Angus,  king  of  Munfter,  whom  St. 
Patrick  had  converted  very  foon  after  his  arrival 
in  the  country.—- In  this  reign  likewife  the  Dalria-^ 
das  fettled  in  North  Britain  are  faid  to  have  been 
expelled  from  thence  by  the  Pids,  and  forced  to 
retreat  to  Ireland,  where  they  firft  originated ;  buD 
being  affifted  by  the  provincial  kings,  they  re- 
turned again  with  a  fuperior  force,  and  not  only 
regained  their  former  pofielllons,  but  fpread  their 
dominions  more  wide  in  the  t\orthem  parts  of  the 
ifland-  Their  army  was  firft  raifed  by  the  fon  of 
Eirk,  namely,  the  two  Ferguflcs,  the  two  An- 
guQes,  and  the  two  Lorns,  all  of  Dalriadian  ex- 
tra(^ion,  and  faniK>us  in  thofe  days  for  many  ac- 
complilhments. 

It  is  uncertain  how  Lughad  died.    One  of  the 
Irilh  writers  aflcrrs,  that  lie  fell  by  a  judgement, 

for 
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foroppoGng  St.  Patrick;  but  as  it  appears  that 
he  furvived  that  faint  above  fourteen  years,  the 
error  in  chronology  would  alone  be  a  fufficicnt 
caufe  for  our  rejefting  it ;  fincc  we  arc  here  left  m 
the  dark  by  the  writers  of  hiftory,  we  can  only  fub- 
ftitute  our  own  fuppofitions,  and  by  advancing 
a  conjefture  that  he  died  fuddcnly,  endeavour  to 
account  for  the  different  relations. 
Murketath.  ^^^^^  ^  contcft  for  the  throne,  (no  Roydamna 
*  being  elefted)   which  lafted  for   five  years,  the 

frandfon  of  Lorn,    of  the  family  of  Eirk,  who 
ad  gained  fo  much  glory  in  their  Piftilh  wan, 
was  chofen  monarch. 

This  prince,  named  Murketagh,  was^  oF  the  fa- 
mily of  Niall  the  Great :  he  held  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment in  the  midft  of  wars  and  difturbances ; 
fought  five  battles  in  the  fpace  of  a  twelvemonth  j 
and  after  a  reign  of  twenty-one  years,  died  a  na- 
tural death. 

In  the  mean  time  his  family  grew  great  in 
North  Britain.  His  grandfather.  Lorn  attempting 
the  Scotch  fovereignty,  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  get 
himfelf  acknowledged  king  of  Albanian  Dalria- 
da. — The  plans  he  had  laid  being  perfe&ed  in  the 
time  of  his  brother  Fergus,  who  out-lived  him, 
the  latter  is  generally  eftcemed  as^  the  founder  of 
the  Scotch  monarchy. 
T»athai  After  Murketagh,  Tuadial  Maol  Garb  fuc- 
Maoi  Garb,  ^^^j^j  ^^  jj^g  monarchy,  who  reigned  eleven  years, 
of  whom  we  can  colleft  little  clfe,  than  that  he 
was  born,  reigned,  fought  many  famous  battles, 
and,  expiring,  made  way  for  his  fucceflbrs. 

It  was  by  the  inftigation  of  his  Roydamna  that 
this  monarch  fell,  though  the  former  was  related 
to  him  ;  but  where  either  ambition  or  intereft  bore 
fway,  that  was  not  in  thofe  days  thought  extraor- 
dinary. 

Dermod, 
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Dermod,  the  fuccecding  monarch,  was  Niairs^^""^ 
grandfoQ,  of  the  royal  line  of  Heremon,  who  go- 
verned the  kingdom  twenty-two  years. — At  this 
time  there  were  wars  between  the  provincial  kings, 
though,  exclufive  of  thefe,  a  great  plague  fuffi- 
ciently  depopulated  the  country. — Amongft  many 
other  engagements,  there  was  one  in  which  the 
Irifh  monarch  was  defeated,  and  obliged  to  fly  for 
his  life,— a  misfortune  the  Iriih  writers  attri-^ 
buted  to  his  having  offended  Columb-Kill,  one 
of  the  greateft  faints  of  that  age ;  and  who  makes 
a  figure  in  the  annals  of  their  hiftory.— They 
add,  that  the  faint  removed  foon  after  into  North 
Britain,  where  he  founded  a  monaflery. — After  a 
reign,  which  is  ftuffed  full  of  unimportant  events 
by  Keating,  Dermod  fell  by  the  fword,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  the  two  fons  of  Mortough. 

Thefe  were  Fergus,    and  Donald,   of  the  fa-  a.  d. 

mily  of  NialL— They  reigned  but  one  year,  dying ^^^' 

foon  after  a  fignal  viftory,  which  they  gained  over  doS.*** 
the  king  of  Munfter. 

Achy,  the  fon  of  Daniel,  next  fucceeded,  who  ^chy  and 
aflfociated    with  him  in  the  government  his   un-  * "' 
cle,  Badan.     They  were  both  defcended  from  the 
Heremonian  line. 

Ainmerach,    was  the  next  monarch  :— after  a  Ainmerach 
fliort  reign,   he  was  (lain  by  Fergus  Mac  Neill, 
and  fuceeeded  by 

Another  Badan,  who  reigned  but  one  year,  and  Badi. 
then  fell  by  the  hands  of  two  afTalTins,   of  the 
name  of  Cuinius. — 

Hugh,  the  fon  of  Ainmerach,  of  the  Here-Hogb. 
monian  race,  defcended  from  Niall,  next  mounted 
the  throne,  and  reigned  twenty-feven  years,  du-* 
ring  which  time  we  find  him  employed  in  making 
many  ufeful  ordinances. — This  king  having  called 
together  a  folemn  aflfcmbly,  refolved  upon  redref- 
fing  feveral  abufes.— The  poets,   at  that  time  a 

large 
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large  body  of  men,  had  drawn  his  refentment 
upon  tliem,  he  therefore  rcfolvcd  cither  to  reduce 
them  to  order,  or  to  banifli  them  the  kingdom  i 
^d  accordingly  made  fbme  wife  regulations  anKmg 
them,  which  on  this  occadon  were  very  much 
wanted. 

Another  objeft  of  confideration  at  that  time 
was  the  refufal  of  the  Dalriadas  to  pay  a  certain 
fmall  tribute,  by  way  of  homage  and  acknowlcgc- 
ment,  of  their  defcent,  and  the  ai&ftance  they  had 
fo  often  received  from  their  mother  country,  which 
Hugh  rcfolved'to  enforce, 

A  third  intention  of  the  king  was  to  punifli 
one  Scanlan,  a  chief  of  the  county  of  Oflbry, 
iVho  had  embezzled  the 'public  money  of  Aat 
diftriA,  and  to  fet  his  fon,  who  was  a  man  of 
virtue  and  abilities,  in  his  room,  over  the  pro- 
vince. 

The  aflembly  before  which  thefe  thmgs  were 
laid,  perhaps  from  fome  reafons  of  ftate  was 
not  hdd  at  Tarah,  as  was  nfual  upon  fuch  oc« 
cafions,  but  at  Dromceat.— To  this  meeting  all 
the  nobility,  chiefs,  clergy,  and  principal  gentry, 
were  invited,  only  St.  Columb-Kill,  whom  we 
mentioned  above  was  not  fummoned  to  attend 
there. 

Bur  Columb-Kill,  who  had  a  mind  to  interfere 
in  the  debates  of  this  aflembly,  having  timely  in- 
telligence, chofc  to  appear  there  without  a  fum- 
mons.  Having  previoufly  withdrawn  to  Albania, 
he  was  almoft  naturalized  as  it  were  to  the  place, 
and  had  fet  out  from  thence,  though  himfclf 
only  an  abbot,  with  no  lefs  than  twenty  bifliops, 
forty  priefts,  fifty  religious  of  different  orders, 
and  thirty  ftudents  in  his  train. 

With  thefe  attendants,  this  extraordinary  monk 
landed  in  Ireland,  and  advanced  direftly  towards 
Dromceat,  where  the  conyention  of  the  ftates  was 

then 
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then  fitting,  who  were  far  from  being  pleaftrd  at 
the  news  of  his  afri>^L— It  is  faid  likcwifc,  that 
the  queen  inftigated  the  prince  her  fon  to  colled! 
a  piktty  of  the  rabble,  who  pelted  and  infulted  the 
faint  and  his  tetinue,  as  tlvey  marched  along  ;^-^ 
while  the  faint,  in  return,  proceeded  to  curfe  the 
queen^  and  the  prince,  in  confequence  of  which 
one  fell  fick,  and  the  Other  went  tnad,-^if  vft 
may  believe  the  nionkifti  hiftofians. 

But  at  the  interceffion  of  the  monarch's  younger 
fon,  Donald,  Columb-Kill,  being  admitted  into 
the  king's  prefence,  made  three  requefts  t?o  him  *• 
The  fiA  was,— That  he  would  indulge  the  poets. 
—To  which  the  king  replied,  **  That  though 
he  meant  to  banilh  them,  it  was  not  out  of  anjr 
anger  he  had  conceived  againft  that  order ;  but 
on  account  of  the  great  number  of  ufelefs  and 
idle  peribns  who  flieltered  themfelves  under  itj  And 
the  hindrance  of  trad*  and  other  inconvenien* 
cics  thsy  brought  upon  the  people  :"  The  abbot 
having  nothkig  to  advance  in  contradiftion,  only 
bcfottght  the  king,  that  he  would  not  entirely 
abo]i£  the  inftitution  -,  whereupon  they  came  to 
a  compromife,  by  which  it  was  fo  ordered  that  the 
number  of  thofe  men  ihould  be  reduced,  and  that 
the  remainder,  upon  fubmitting  to  a  certain  teft 
of  theiJ-  abilities,  and  to  a  fcheme  of  govern- 
ment propounded  to  them,  ihouM  have  leave 
given  them  to  remain  in  the  iflaod,  and  to  follow 
their  profeilion. 

The  next  requefl:  Columb-Kill  made  was,-^ 
That   the  chief  of  Offory,  who  had  been  im- 

prifoned 

*  "^  Re  Iiad  three  teafons,  Tays  able  to  the  inhabitants^  ajid  being  of 

Keating,  which  induced  him  to  ap-  a  covetous  difpoiition,  were  a  grie* 

poiat  this  convention,  but  the  prin-  Tame  inl'upfortable  to  the  people  i 

cipa]  occaiion  was  to  concert  proper  and  ^pon  the  account  of  the  privi« 

Bieafuret  to  expel  and  baniih  a  na«  leges  and   immuoittes  enjoy»i    by 

meroQs  body  of  men  who  were  cal-  thcfe    verft/iersy    from   the    indul- 

Icd  poeUy  out  of  the  iHand,     Thefe  gence  of  former  kings :  a  third  part 

profcSora  were  become  very  charge-  of  the  whole  kingdom  p3(K;d  under 

the 
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prifoned  for  his  mifdemeanors,  fhould  be  foith^ 
>¥ith  rekafcd ;  but  to  this  fecond  requeft,  the  mo- 
narch gave  him  an  abfolute  denial. 

The  third  requifition  of  the  faint  was,-^Thc  re* 
miflion  of  the  tribute  demanded  of  the  tribe  of 
the  Dalriadas ;  but  this,  notwithftanding  all  his  ar^ 
guments  and  remonfbances^  the  king  was  alio  abfo- 
lutely  deaf  to»  and,  in  confequence,  according  to 
the  monkifh  writers,  their  faint  left  him,  fayingi 
^*  that  the  Dalriadas,  (his  flock)  were  under  the 
immediate  care  of  Heaven,  and  would  certainly  be 
delivered  from  that  oppreflion." 

Thefe  men  add,  that  Columb-Kill  vifited  Scan- 
Ian  in  prifon,  and  caufmg  his  chains  roiraculoufly 
to  drop  off,  lent  him  his  own  ftaff,  with  a  promifc 
that  it  (hould  fecure  him  againft  all  the  attempts 
of  the  monarch4 

In  the  mean  time  the  convention  at  Dromceat 
continued  fitting  for  above  a  twelvemonth,  and 
pafled  many  falutary  laws  relative  to  the  poets^ 
and  likewife  to  other  matters  ;  on  which  it  had 
been  better  if  the  king  had  bcftowed  his  atten- 
tion, than  on  the  old  difpute  of  the  Boromasan  tri. 

bute 


the  notion  of  poets,  and  profdfed  king*!  neck,   and  vat  efteeined  To 

themfehret  legular  members  of  that  facrcd  and  unalienable,  that  it  was 

fociety  ':  for  it  was  a  plaufible  cover  carefully  delivered  down  from  one 

to  idlenefi  and  eafe  $  it  being  or-  prince  to  another,  as  a  royal  jewel 

dained  by  law  that  they  fliould  be  of  Angular  worth  and  Tittue :  this 

fopported  by  other  mens  labour,  and  unprecedented  demand  enraged  the 

billeted  upon  the  people  throughout  king  ;  but  he  confidared  it  might 

the    id  and,    from    All-hallow-tide  be    of  bad    confequence  to  banifli 

till  May:— this  grievance  being  re-  them  the  kingdom^  and  therefore 

prefented  to  the  king,  he  rcfolved  he  refolved  to  confine  tham  to  Dal- 

to  reduce  their  number  by  expelling  iada,  in  the  province  of  Olfter.** 
snoft  of  them  the  kingdom,  and  by  Thefe  are  Keating*s  own  wordi ; 

Ibch  means  to  redrefs  this  infuff'e-  but  doubtlefs  the  fagacious   reader 

rable  impofition,  and  fatisfy  the  de-  will  fee  the  abfurdity  of  the  demand 

fires  of  his  fubjefls.  above-mentioned,    which  feems  rs- 

*<Butthe  great  reafon  that  incenfed  ther  to  have  been  origiilially  meant 

this  monarch  againft  the  poets,  and  as  a  figurative  expreffion,  to  Aev 

provoked  him  to  drive  them  out  of  the  great  pitch  of  infolence  thcie 

the  ifland,   was  for  their  infolence  poets  were  arrived  at,    than  as  a 

in  demanding  the  golden  bodkin  that  truth  fit  to  be  recorded  in  hifiory. 
faftcned  the  royal  robes  under  the 
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butc  from  the  king  and  province  of  Leinfter. 
This  tribute  being  no  fooner  demanded  than  re- 
fufcd,  Hugh  fent  one  of  his  fons,  with  a  large 
body  of  men,  to  claim  it ;  but  his  fon  was  killed, 
and  his  troops  routed,  neverthclefe,  this  did  not 
(o  far  intimidate  the  monarch  but  that  he  refolved 
to  make  a  fccond  attempt,  whereby  he  flattered 
himfelf  that -he  ihould  at  on^e  recover  the  tribute, 
and  revenge  the  death  of  his  fon*  For  thefc  pur* 
pofcs  he  levied  a  new  army^  and  putting  himfelf 
at  their  head,  made  an  irruption  into  the  province 
of  Leinfter,  but  met  with  no  better  fate  than  his 
Ton,  being  defeated  and  (lain  in  battle. 

Another  Hugh  fucoeeded^  of  the  race  of  Niall,  a.   b. 
and  rdsned  jointly  with  Colman,  king  of  Meath. ;.  >^^'  ^  ■ 

D  ^L        1    >  •  r  •  ^'    r-  Hugh  aad 

ooth   tfaefe  pnnces,   after  a  reign  ot  fix    years^  coimaa. 
falling  in  battle,  one  of  the  fame  ftock  afceoded  the 
throne. 

This  was  alfo  another  Hugh^ — he  was  the  fon  ^n^  dl 
of  Donald.-^He  was  much  troubled  with  fits* 
notwithftanding.  which,  he  was  a  prince  of  great 
ftrcngth  and  valour. — Angus,  the  fon  of  Col* 
man,  gave  him  much  difturbance :  but  this  An- 
gus was  at  length  totally  defeated  by  the  monarch, 
wh©  reigned  near  twenty-feven  years^  and  at.  laft 
fell  by  the  fword, 

Maolchoba  (fay  the   Irifh  chronicles)  was  the  Maoichoba, 
next  that  filled  the  throne,  and  Maolchoba  reigning 
four  years,  fell  in  the  field,  as  his  predeceflbr  had 
done; 

Suibne  Meain  then  fucceedcdj    but  with  noSu»i»« 
better  fate    than  Maolchoba,    though  he  reigned    ***"" 
longer.        ■  Conal  Claoin  flew,  him,   and  Donald 
reigned  in  his  ftead. 

This  Donald  was  the  fon  of  Hugh,  and  grand- 
fon   of  Ainmerach,    of  the  race  of  Heremon. — ^^^* 
He  died  a  natural  death,  and  was  fuccceded  by 
1  Connal 
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Keu^b*'**  Connal  and  Kellacli,  two  brothers,  who  were 
defcended  from  Hugh  the  Firft.  'Kellach  pcrifhcd 
in  a  bog,  and  Connal  was  killed  by  Dermod,  the 
fort  of  Hugh  Slaine. 

Dcrmod.  Dcfmod  fuccccded  him,  and  reigned,  joindy 
with  Blathmac,  for  feven  years,  after  which  both 
princes  died  of  the  plague* 

Sacbnufach  Sachnufach,  one  of  their  fons,  was  the  next 
reigning  monarch ;— the  Pifls  invaded  Uiftcr  in 
his  reign,  but,  as  it  fhould  ieem  by  the  records, 
they  were  repuifed  with  lofs.  At  lad  he  fell  by 
the  fword. 

CioDfada  Cionfada  f  or  Kinfaola)  fat  next  upon  the  throne, 
in  whofe  reign  the  Pi6ts  renewed  their  irruptions, 
burned  a  monaftery,  and  drove  out  the  poor 
monks,  after  which  and  other  depredations,  they 
retired  to  their  own  country.  Fiohnachta  (lew  this 
prince : 

FiQMchta.  ^jj^  Fionachta  reigned  after  him,  ruling  the 
land  for  twenty  years. — ^At  this  period  Ireland 
was  invaded,  both  by  the  Welch  and  the  Englifli. 
The  former  having  gotten  great  booty,  departed  to 
the  Orkney  iflands,  which  they  ravaged  without 
mercy  5  but  the  latter  made  a  longer  ttay  in  the 
country,  committing  intolerable  enormities,  till  at 
length,  the  fpirit  of  the  Irilh  being  roufed  effedhi- 
ally,  and  forces  drawn  together  from  all  quarters, 
they  fell  upon  the  invaders  in  their  turn,  and  hand- 
led them  fo  roughly  that  they  were  glad  to  decampi 
and  return  again  with  all  expedition  to  England. 

Longfwch.  Ill  Lonsfeach's  time,  who  fucceeded  Fionnachta, 
the  Welch  taking  advantage  of  a  dreadful  fa- 
mine, again  invaded  Ireland,  biit  were  totally  de- 
feated in  a  terrible  battle,  and  loft  almoft  ail  their 
army. — The  monarch,  fome  time  after  this,  loft 
his  life  in  an  adion  againft  the  king  of  Con* 
naught. 

Congall, 
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Congall,  who  is  reported  to  have  been  a  pagan, 
was  next  advanced  to  the  monarchy.  He  was  a 
cruel  periecutor  of  the  Chriftians,  and  after  a  feven 
years  reign  died  fuddenly. 

Fcargall,  a  great  gfandfort  of  Hugh^  fucceedcd  rtupS^ 
him. — ^In  hi^  time  the  Welch  again  landing  in  Ire* 
land,  were  again  defeated.  This  monarch  (ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  which  had  proved  fo  fa- 
ul  to  his  predccelTors)  claiming  the  Boromaean  tri- 
bute, engaged  the  king  of  Leinfter  in  a  great  bat^ 
tie  on  that  account,  in  which  though  Feargall 
had  no  lefs  than  twenty-one  thoufand  men,  and  the 
king  of  Leinfter*$  army  amounted  not  even  to 
one  half  that  number,  yet  the  former  was  de- 
feated with  great  flaughter,  and  fell  himfelf  in 
the  battle  *. 

I  2  To 


^^  The  royal  army  raifed  by  the 
kiAgcoafiiied  of  one  and  twenty 
tb«dkiid  choice  troopt ;  and  the 
provincial  forces  that  followed 
leiog  of  Leinfter  amonnted  in 
the  whole  but  to  nine  thoufand, 
which  were  fupportcd  by  tigbty- 
BJae  Taliant  and  diftingiiiHied  cham- 
pions of  hardy  feafoned  courage,  and 
hit  boulhold  troops  that  were  incon* 
Hnable  til  number,  but  of  ont> 
<>Bmcd  bravery.  Both  armies  en- 
ured the  field,  a&d  a  mofl  bloody 
Old  defpcrate  engagonent  followed  { 
^  the  provincial  troops  nude  fo 
^adfttl  an  tmprtfliofl  in  the  begin- 
«bg  of  the  aftion,  that  they  pierced 
tato  the  ktng*t  army,  and  put  them 
toconfafion,  with  incredible  flaught- 
<r.  Aodnotwitftandinga  greatfupe- 
noricy  of  numbers,  Fcargall  was 
^cd  to  give  way,  viAory  declared 
for  the  king  of  Leinfter,  and  three 
tiMW&nd  I hrce hundred  of  the  enemy 
^eie  left'  dead  upon  the  field  of  bat- 
tl<>  At  the  firft  inftant  an  unaccoun- 
t«He  trtnfr  icized  upon  the  royal  ar- 
my, occafioned,  at  ibme  authors  af- 
^t  by  a  dreadful  apparition  that 
hung  onr  them  in  the  air,  which 
put  iheai  into  fuch  dread  and  con- 
imiation,  that  they  were  eafily 
•TcAhra«'n  i  which  .terrible  fight. 


the  chronicle  relates,  left  fuch  inifttj^^ 
impreiHon  upon  the  minds  of  fome 
of  the  Ibldiert,  that,  though  they 
efcaped  with  their  lives  in  the  a£lion, 
yet  after  the  defeat  they  ran  dif^ 
traced.  The  misfortune  of  the 
royal  army,  we  are  informed,  was 
owing  to  a  facfilegious  a£l,  com- 
mitted by  Feargall,  as  he  was  ad- 
vancing to  fight  thekihg  of  Lein- 
fter; for  it  is  laid,  that  in  thia 
march  fome  of  hit  forces  broke  in- 
to a  church  called  Cillin,  and  car- 
ried away  the  holy  veflels,  and  Vio- 
lently drove  away  a  cow  that  be- 
longed to  a  hermit  of  that  place. 
This  iniuftice  was  fo  refented  by  the 
pious  old  man,  that  he  laid  dread- 
ful imprecations  uik>n  the  king,  and 
applied  to  Heaven  for  exemplary  ven- 
geance upon  his  army,  and  the 
prayers  of  the  holy  perlon  prevailed, 
and  occafioned  the  lofs  of  the  bat- 
tle, wherein  Feargall  king  of  Ir»« 
landi  and  his  facalegious  forces  loft 
their  lives.—  i 

This  is  the  iccoont  the  Iriih 
writers  gives  us  of  the  battle  $  but 
certainly  the  crime  and  the  judge- 
ment, if  we  were  in^ined  to  be- 
lieve fuch  a  ^  thingi  were  by  no 
mrans  adequate  j  ^ot  to  mcntioa  the 
abfurdity  of  thefe  pious  moAt  being 
fo 
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Fogarthach.  Xo  this  monafch  fucceedcd  Fogarthach,  the  fon 
of  Niall,  defcendcd  from  Hugh,  the  Second  ;  but 
after  a  reign  of  only  a  few  months,  he  was  flain 
by  Kineth  in  battle. 
.  Kincih.  Kineth  who  flew  him,  filled  the  throne  after 
.  him  -,  but  was  himfelf  killed  by  a  fon  of  Long- 
feach. 

Fiaither-  xhc  name  of  this  prince  was  Flaithertach,  who 
ruled  feven  years  ;  and  ^  little  time  before  his 
death  refigned  the  crown,  and  gave  himfelf  up 
to  ftudy  and  retirement. 

Hugh  IV.       ^f^^r   jh^    d^^j,^   ^  Flaithertach,    Hugh  the 

Fourth  became  monarch  of  Ireland. —He  van- 
quilhed  the  troops  of  Leinfter,  in  a  fight  occa-, 
fioned  by  claiming  the  Boromasan  tribute.  The 
provincial  king  was  killed  in  this  battle,  with  moft 
of  his  nobility,  on  the  one  fide,  and  Hugh  was 
wounded  on  the  other,  but  not  mortally^  How- 
ever,  he  furvived  this  misfortune,  only  to  fall  in 
another  battle  againft  Donald,  the  fon  of  Mor- 
tough,  who  flew  him  in  the  ninth  year  of  his 
reign. 

Conaid.  Donald  afterwards  mounted  the  throne^  reigned 
twenty  years,  and  died  a  natural  death. 

Niall  II.  He  was  fucceedcd  by  Niall,  the  fon  of  Fear- 
gall,  in  whofe  reign  earthquakes  and  famine  made 
great  devaftation  in  the  ifland. — He  died  at  the 
abbey  of  Jona,  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  whi- 
ther he  had  retired  from  religious  motives,  and 
where  according  to  fome,  Donald  had  alio  expired, 
and  both  were  buried  together  in  one  tomb. 

His 


^  fo  ready  to  curfe  people  upon  cveiy  which  ciNumftaaocs  nay  be  alone 

accahon,  and  Heaven  being  Ulccwtie  fuflictent  to  accooat  for  this  fad, 

always  fo  ready  to  Tecond  thetc.«—  without  having racourfeV  the  dread* 

Upon  the   whole,    it  may   be  ob-  ful  apparition  above-mentioncd«-'<^ 

ferved}    that  panics  of    this   kind  But  this  (h>r7  mayifenre  4tt  a  fpeci- 

are   not    unprecedented  in  hiiYory,  men  of  monlcifli  legends,   as  fome 

and   likewife,  that  the  fubiedb  of  others  have    done  for  examples  of 

the  Irifli  monarch s  feldom-ieem  to  old  pagan  fables  )   though  I  wouM 

have.engagied  heartily  in  this  claim  wiih  to  be  very  fpirijig,  of  both  in 

of  the  Boromsean  Uributcj  cither  of  this  hiftor)'. 
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His  fucceflbr  was  Donchada,    fon  of  Donald  ^°''*^^***'* 
the  Third,   in  whofe  time  the  Danes  firft  began 
their  depredations  on  the  ifland.    He  died  a  na- 
tural death,  after  a  reign  of  twenty- feven  years. 
.     Hughthe  Fifth,  next  afccndcd  the  throne;  in""^'*  ^* 
the  fccond  year  of  whofe  reign  the  Danes,  from  a 
fleet  of  fifty  fail  landed   a  large  body  of  forces, 
on  the  weftcm  coaft  of  Munfter ;    but  thefe  were 
engaged  and    routed  by  the  king   of  that  pro- 
vince, with  the  flaughter  of  four  hundred  of  their 
men,   the    approach  of  night   alone  faving  the 
IhatDered  remams  of  their  army.    But  about  the 
fame  period,  another  band  of  thefe  pirates,  whofe 
fole  view  was  plunder^  made  a  defcent  on  the  pro- 
vince of  Uliler,  through  which,  according  to  their 
ufual  cuftom,  they  began  carrying  fire  and  fword ; 
but  thefe   alfo  were   defeated   by  the  provincial 
troops,    with  the   lois  of  twelve  hundred  mcn,^ 
which  obliged  them  to  quit  their  territories.  "    /\ 

The  Norwegians  next  meditated  an  invafion  of 
the  fame  kind,  and  landed  with  a  great'  force  in 
Lcinfter,  where  their  arrival  ftruck  the  people 
with  fuch  a  panic,  that  at  firft  the)r.were  inca- 
pable of  oppofition,  which  when  thefe  pirates 
faw,  they  advanced  into  the  country^  without  re- 
morfe  pr  fear,  plundering  and  deftroying  all  that 
came  in  their  way.  But  while  they  were  thus  em- 
ployed, the  people  of  Lcinfter  being  recovered 
from  their  fright,  afiembled,  and,  joining  a  large 
body  of  thofe  of  Munfter,  both  tOgetHer  attacked 
the  pillagers,  when  they  leaft  expefted  it,  routed 
them  with  a  terrible  flaughter,  and  took  all  their 
booty  away  from  them. 

Yet  another  fleet  of  fixty  fail  made  its  appear- 
ance, and  difembarked  a  large  party  of  thefe  ro- 
vers in  Munfter :  thefe  likewile  were  repulfed  j 
but  as  the  invaders  came  in  feparate  parties,  no 
iuoner  vras  one  vanquiflicd  or  departed,  than  ano- 
I  3  ther 


ilS       HISTORYoF     IRELAND. 

thcr  fucccedcd,  fo  that  the  toil  was  almoft  endlefs  j 
and  notwithftanding  thefe  repeated  difcouragmcnts, 
thefe  Danes  having  once  found  their  way  into  the 
ifland,  perfiftcd  in  returning  thither.     The  intcf' 
tine  divifions  of  the  Irilh  likewiic  prevented,  in  a 
great  mcafure,  that  oppofition  the  pirates  would 
orherwilc  have  met  with.     Neither  the  princes  nor 
the  people  could  be   brought  to  lay  afidc  their 
particular  differences. — Hugh  invaded  Lcinftcr  for 
the  recovery  of  the  Boromaean  tribute,  and  laid 
wafte  that  province.     In  the  mean  time,  as  if  hea- 
ven and  earth  had  been  leagued  againflr  the  Irifti, 
ftorms  and  tempefts  arofe  to  difturb  them.    The 
fea  broke  its  banks  in  one  part  of  the  ifland  j — in 
another^  above  a  thoufand  pcrfons  were  flain  by 
lightning  i — whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Danes 
and  Norwegians  were  advancing  to  plunder,  and 
were  growing  every  day  more  formidable, 
*?i5^*        Turgefius  at  laft,   who  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
fon  of  a  king  of  Norway,    arrived  with  a  vaft 
fleet  to  put  a  6nifhing  ftroke  for  that  time  to 
the  liberties   of   the    Irifti. .  No  fponer  was  he 
landed,  than  all  the  Danes  in  Ireland  flocked  to 
join  him,  and  he  foon  faw  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
an  army  fufficicnt  not  only  to  rob  and  plunder, 
but  to  attempt  the  conqueft  of  the  kingdom. 

Yet  though  it  is  morally  certain  that,  from  that 
time  at  leaCt,  the  Danes  entertained  a  notion  of 
making  a  fcttlement  in  Ireland  -,  notwithftanding 
this  defign,  they  ftill  continued  making  war  in 
their  old  piratical  manner,  carrying  fire  and  fword 
fsvery  where,  and  implanting  at  onc^  a  dread  and 
a  hatred  of  them  wherever  they  came.  They 
plundered  the  college  of  Ardmagh,  and  driving 
away  the  primate,  Turgefius  fettled  himfelf  there ; 
\)ut  this  was  only  a  fmall  fpecimen  of  the  enort 
piities  committed  by  thofe  favage  robbers,  the 
very  recital  of  which  would- ftiock  humanity  -,  yet 

pothing 
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nothing  definitive  was  concluded  to  be  done  againft 
them  by  the  monarcli,  who  after  twenty-two  years 
reign  a  great  part  of  which  time  was  fpent  in  do- 
meitic  contefts,  being  flain  in  the  field,  (but  not 
in  aftion  againft  the  Danes)  left  them  in  poflcf- 
fion  of  almoft  half  the  country  at  his  death, 

Connor,  the  fon  of  Donogh,  was  the  next  fuc-  a.  d. 
ceeding  monarch  ;  and  he  trod  in  the  fleps  of  his     ^^9- 
predcceflbr;  for,  inftead  of  relieving  the  diftrefled^'^"""'' 
Irifh,    or  endeavouring  to    coUeft    together    the 
whole  force  of  Ireland,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  ene- 
my, he  entered  into  contefts  wkh  his  own  fub- 
jeccs,  and  aftually  fought  a  battle  with  them,  on 
the  plains  of  Tailtean,  in  which  he  fuffered  great 
lofs,  while  the  Danes  were  proceeding  in  their  con- 
qucfts,  without  meeting  with  any  pppofition  from 
him  or  feemlng  even  to  incur  his  difpleafure.     The 
people   of   Leinfter,    however,    at  length    being 
roufed,  gathered  themfelvds  together,  and  unfup- 
ported,  ventured  to  engage  the  common  enemy  ; 
the  confcquence  was,  that  though  they  fought  like 
heroes  they  were  defeated  for  want  of  proper  fuc- 
cour,  and  the  Danes  after  this  event  behaved  more 
infolcntly  and  more  cruelly  than  before.     Even  a 
prince,    who  aflumed  the  mitre   as   well   as  the 
crown,,  at  this  period  added    to  the  miferies  of 
this  unhappy  country  *.— And  after  having  been 
a  tame  fpeftator  of  thefe  cruelties,  Connor  died  a 
natural  death,    and  left  a   mangled  kingdom   to 
his  fuccceflbr. 

I  4  On 

*  "  In  tbe  time  of  thefe  public  forely  dlftreHed  the  inhabitants,  and 

n]im\xiet,  FeidHnSj  the  fon  of  Cri-  plundered  without  di^intlion,  from 

omthan,   governed  the  province  of  Birr   to  Tramhair   Breag.     But  he 

Munilcr,    and  h^lng  entered  into  met  with  oppoiitlon  at  Tarah,  which 

holy  orders^  prcfided  in  the  archie-  he  overcame  with  fome  difljculry/* 

pi<'copal  chair  of  Leatb  Moghad,  aa  How  little  did  fuch   behaviour  bc- 

the  foutb  half  of    Ireland  was  ge-  cotneaking  of  Muni^er !  Howcnuch 

ncraily  called.    This  prince  received  Icfs  did  it  betomc  an  archbi(ho|>  !— 

pt 0 vocation!  frotn  the  northern  half  Yet   we  find   bim    honcurrd    as  jl 

pf  the  idand,   known  by  the  name  faint  by  foxne  uf  the  monkiHi  wri- 

of  Leath  Conn,  and  carrying  his  ar-  ters  1 
my  iiio  that  part  of  the  country,  be 
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^'  ^-  On  his  demife,  his  fon  Niall  afcended  the  throne 
5jj2^—  whofe  firfc  aft  of  any  confcquence  was  invading 
the  province  of  Leinftcr,  in  order  to  giye  the  inr 
habitants  of  that  di drift  a  king  of  his  chufing, 
inftead  of  one  of  their  pwn  ;-~an  enterprize  which 
little  became  an  Irifli  monarch,  at  a-  time  when 
his  country  was  in  the  utmoft  danger  from  a  fo- 
reign enemy.  Yet  fuch  was  his  cond\j(3;  at  this 
time.  In  the  mean  while,  to  add  to  their  dif- 
tradtions,  a  Norman  fleet  arrived  in  the  Boyne, 
and  anotlier  foon  after  in  the  river  Liffey,  Dif- 
embarking,  thefe  new  comers  fpread  ihemfclves 
over  the  country,  and  imitated  their  forerunners, 
the  Danes  in  their  cruelty  and  devafcations. 

However,  as  it  is  natural  to  think  thoie  felfilh 
people  would  admit  no  others  to  fhare  their  con- 
quells  with  them,  the  confequence  was,  that  a 
Danilli  army  marched  to  meet  the  Normans, 
whom  after  a  bloody  aftion  they  routed,  and  pur- 
fued  even  to  their  iliips  ^  ^hile  the  native  Irifli 
looked  on,  and  fav/  thefe  plunderers  fighting  for 
"that  property  they  had  fo  unjuftly  ravi(hed  from 
them  :  being  poHefled  >yith  an  infatuation,  like 
that  which  occafioncd  the  poor  Peruvians  to 
ftand  inactive  witneQes  of  a  fcene  of  the  fame 
fort,  which  paffcd  betv/ecn  the  contending  Spaniards 
under  the  very  v/alls  of  Cufco. 

But  after  above  twelve  years  fpent  in  this 
ftrange  kind  of  inadivity,  the  Irifh  monarch  at 
length ,  roufed  himfelf  from  his  lethargy,  and  en- 
gaging the  enemy,  routed  them  in  a  great  bat-: 
tie.  But  foon  after  this  fuccefs,  he  loft  his  life  in 
endeavouring  to  refcue  one  of  his  retinue,  who 
was  on  the  point  of  drowning,  as  he  paflcd  a 
ford. — Strange  !  that  a  man  poffefled  of  fo  much 
'humanity  as  this  adlion  feems  to  indicate,  fhould 
not  fooner  have  Ihewn  his  compaffion  for  his  in- 
jured bleeding  country  I 

The 
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The  fpirit  of  the  Irifli  fcemed  incleed  at  this  pe- 
riod again  to  blaze  forth.  The  princes  of  Leinftcr 
and  Munftcr  had  gained  a  victory  over  the  Danes, 
and  they  had  received  checks  in  many  of  th^ 
provinces  ; — but  9U  this  was  too  late :  thefe  invad- 
ers had  been  fuifered  to  get  too  much  footing  in  the 
country  to  be  fo  eafily  expelled.— ^CoUefting  to^r 
thcr  all  their  forces  they  had  laid  Hege  to  Dublin 
which  they  took  by  ftorm,  and  there  built  a  caftle 
and  cftabliftied  a  garrifon  from  whence  they  made 
frequent  excqrfions  to  plunder  the  neighbouring 
country. 

On  the  death  of  Niall,  according  to  the  beft  ^  ^ 
accounts,  Malacby,  king  of  Meath,  the  pephew  M-* 
of  Connor,  was  by  the  native  Irifh  eleftcd  mo-  wSSJT 
narch  ot  Ireland  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Danes  fet  up  Turgefius,  who  iipmediately  began 
to  exercife,  or  rather  to  abufe  the  regal  power ; 
and  fent  for  fuccours  to  his  countrymen:  they 
were  not  backward  in  complying  with  his  dc- 
fires  ; — ji  great  fleet  of  tranfports  reached  the  Iri{h 
fnores,  on  the  arrival  of  which  the  pride  of  Tur- 
geCus  fwelled  beyond  all  bounds,  and  his  cruelty 
kept  pace  with  it.  The  fea-coafts  of  the  ifland 
were  ravaged  from  end  to  end,  and  nothing  was 
able  to  refift  his  fury. — As  the  Danes  and  Eafter- 
lings  (as  they  were  called)  were  themfelves  uq- 
Icarned,  they  vented  their  rage  on  every  thing  that 
bore  any  relation  to  letters,  which  they  endea- 
voured to  banifh  from  the  ifland. — As  they  were 
pagans,  every  appendage  to  Chriftianity  was  treated 
with  equal  rigour. — The  mofl:  pious  and  learned 
men,  (as  many  of  them  as  were  able)  quitted  the 
land,  while  the  bulk  of  the  people  were  reduced  to 
the  moft  wretched  flavery.  Overpowered  by  num- 
bers, and  opprefled  by  thefe  complicated  misfor- 
tunes which  they  had  in  a  great  meafure  contri- 
buted to  bring  upon  ^themfelves,  they  now  ftrug- 

gled 
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glcd  in  vain  to  get  free :  and  cveiy  method  they 
ufed  to  recover  any  degree  of  their  ancient  liber- 
ty, ferved  but  to  rivet  their  chains  the  dofer. 

At  the  facking  of  Ardmagh,  the  religious  and 
ftudents  were  fent  to  Limerick,  then  in  the  hands 
of  the  Danes, — all  the  books  and  records  they 
could  find  they  deftroyed,  and  even  prohibited 
the  ufe  of  letters  in  the  ifland. — Every  enormity 
which  thefe  robbers  pradlifed  when  they  were 
mailers  of  England,  they  praftifed  in  Ireland  like- 
wife. — Thofe  bifhops  and  clergy  who  were  not 
happy  enough  to  get  out  of  the  ifland,  were  com- 

led  to  feek  for  Ihelter  in  the  woods  and  caves. 


nap] 
pcll< 


Wherever  there  had  formely  been  an  Irifh  lord 
(or  king  as  they  termed  them)  of  a  manor,  a  Da- 
nifh  one  was  appointed.  In  every  diftrid  there 
was  a  Danifh  captain ;  each  little  village  had  a 
ferjeant,  and  a  foldler  being  quartered  upon  every 
houfe,  adled  as  lord  of  the  whole  family.— Their 
pew-married  women  were  obliged  to  pafs  the  firft 
night  with  the  Danilh  captain,  or  to  pay  a  com- 
penfation  in  moneys  and  as  for  the  foldiers,  thefe 
were  in  their  way  yet  more  tyrannical,  as  they 
would  be  ferved  before  any  of  the  family  they 
Were  quartered  upon  •,  were  attended  like  lords, 
and  moll  wantonly  ate  up  the  choiceft  and  fcarccft 
of  the  provifions,  being  then  happieft  when  they 
could  reduce  the  poor  natives  to  the  greatcft 
wretchednefs: 

In  the  mean  time,  befides  the  caftle  eredled  at 
Dublin,  the  Danes  for  their  greater  fafcty,  had 
thrown  up  feveral  forts  (or  Raths  as  they  are 
generally  termed)  and  there  fecured  themfelvcs  and 
their  ill-got  riches.  For  any  man  to  difputc  their 
power  was  to  expofe  himfelf  to  infamy  and  to^ 
death,  and  he  was  liable  to  be  much  maimed,  it 
through  mere  necefllty  he  could  not  pay  the  taxes 
impofed  upon  hiin  by    thefe  morcUefs  maftcrs. 
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All  hofpitablc*  meetings  were  forbidden,  and  every 
means  of  encouraging  public  virtue  cut  off. — In 
fliort,  the  conquerors  exerted  their  power  to  the 
utmoft,  in  cnflaving  at  once  both  the  bodies  and 
minds  of  the  vanquiflied,  and  in  rooting  out  front 
amongfl:  them,  as  much  as  poflible,  all  traces  and 
remembrances  of  their  former  felves.— — If  this 
is  a  dreadful  defcription,  it  is  a  moft  juft  one  of 
a  realm  enflaved  by  foreign  power,  and  torn  in 
pieces  by  domeftic  faftions  :  for  long,  even  amidft 
this  fcene  of  wretcbednefs,  did  contending  par- 
ries keep  up  their  animofities,  while  their  ufurp- 
ing  matters  did  not  interfere  to  difcourage  them. 
But  if  the  leaft  affront  was  offered  to  a  Dane, 
he  inftantly  lifted  up  hi$  voice  loud  enough  to 
be  heard  by  all  his  neighbours  and  countrymen, 
and  the  confequence  was  fatal  to  the  offender. 

Thus  was  the  Irifh  fpirit  kept  under,  and  it  was 
likely  to  have  been  reduced  for  ever,  if  an  event 
of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,  and  which  no- 
body could  forefee,  had  not,  when  leaft  cxpefted, 
put  it  all  at  once  into  their  power  to  recover  their 
independence,  and  revenge  themfelves  upon  their 
enemies. 

The  matter,  as  it  is  recorded  by  the  Irifh  hif-  ^^^^j"'j)^ 
torians.    ftands  thus  : — Turgelius  having  eredted  thr**  onaa- 
himfclf  a  cattle  near  the  palace  of  Malachy,  kingg^^^°/^*- 
of  Meath,  who  was  the  rightful  monarch  of  Ire-  ""^  ^'    ' 
land,    ufed  fometimes    to    honour  him  with  his 
vifits,  which  he  made  more  frequently,   becaufc 
that  prince  had  a  handfome  daughter,  who  ftruck 
the  fancy  of  the  Dane  *,  and  at  length  made  fuch 
an  impreflion  upon  him,  that  he  was  refolved  at 
all  events  to  poflTefs  her.     In  confequence  of  this 
refolution,    he  demanded  her  of  her  father,  pro- 
mifing  to  make  her  his  grcateft  favourite,  and  to 
jreat  her  with  great   kindnefs,  if  fhe  would  be- 
come the  miftrels  of  his  pleafures.    Malachy,  how 

much 
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much  foever  he  difdained  this  propofal,  (ituate  as 
he  was,  durit  not  give  the  tyrant  an  abfolute  re- 
fulaL  He  therefore  feemed  to  acquiefce  in  the 
demand  ;  bijt  defired  that  Turgeiius  would  ad- 
mit the  princefs  privately,  when  it  was  dark,  to 
his  palace,  in  order  to  prevent  h^r  being  ex- 
pofed ;  and  he  alfo  promiied  the  tyrant  to  fend 
with  her  fifteen  young  virgins,  each  of  whom  he 
engaged  fhould  exceed  his  daughter  in  beauty  ^ 
but  nevcrthelcls  if  Turgefius  thought  otherwife» 
he  faid,  Ihe  was  ftill  at  his  fervice. — After  this 
ftrange  negociation,  the  Danifh  chief  went  to  Dub* 
lin  to  concert  meafures  with  fome  of  the  heads  of 
his  countrymen,  for  the  effeftual  eftabliihment  of 
their  interell  in  Ireland.  Having  finifhed  the  bu«- 
finefs  of  this  council  with  all  poflfible  expedition, 
he  felefted  fifteen  of  his  favourites,  and  commu- 
nicating his  love-afiair  to  them,  invited  them  to 
accompany  them  to  the  caftle,  where  he  propofed 
to  give  a  beautiful  young  virgin  to  each  of  them, 
while  he  himfelf  received  the  princefs  to  his  em- 
braces. The  invitation  was  eagerly  accepted,  and 
tlic  whole  company  fet  out .  for  the  place  ap- 
pointed. 
Torger.us  Hither,  according  to  their  expectations,  the  Irilh . 
Danes  fub-  prmcefs  and  her  tram  repauied  at  tpe  time  which 
^""^  had  been  agreed  on  between  Malachy  and  Tuige- 
fius.  Tiie  ufurper  and  his  chiefs  all  unarmed 
and  intent  on  nothing  but  dalliance,  waited  impa- 
tiently to  receive  them,  and  having  ordered  them 
to  be  conduced  ,to  a  private  apartment,  the 
fqrmer  felcfting  the  daughter  of  Malachy  from  the 
reft,  embraced  her  in  token  of  his  choice. 
This  proved  a  fignal  for  her  followers  inftantly  to 
attack  the  Danes.  On  the  indant  all  the  former 
drew  forth  their  fwords,  which  they  had  con- 
cealed under  their  garments,  and  put  the  lafci- 
vious  chiefs  to  death  :   as  to  Tyrgefius  himfelf^' 

they 
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they  bound  him  with  cords,  which  they  had  brought 
with  them  for  that  purpofe,  in  order  to  convey 
him  to  their  king.  This  being  done,  they  threw 
off  all  difguife ;— -no  more  appearing  like  foft 
maidens  dcftined  for  the  tyrant's  feraglio,  they 
ftood  confeflcd  young  heroes^  chofcn  to  avenge 
their  country  .—A  fign  agreed  upon  being  given, 
to  the  utter  aftonilhment  and  confufion  of  Tur- 
gcfius,  Malachy  broke  into  the  caftle,  attended 
by  thofe  guards  whom  he  had  been  permitted  to 
keep  for  a  mere  fhew  of  dignity  5  who  now  be- 
came the  miniftefs  of  vengeance  on  their  haughty 
foes.  The  ufurper's  foldiers  were  inftantly  at- 
tacked, and  unable  to  ftem  the  torrent  which 
poured  in  upon  them,  were  flaughtered  without 
mercy.  The  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the  fur- 
prize  added  to  the  horrors  of  the  foreigners,  who 
found  all  oppofition  vain.  Their  king  was  loaded 
with  fetters,  and  after  having  been  (harply  up- 
braided for  his  monftrous  cruelties,  was  put  to 
death  by  the  order  of  Malachy.  The  news  of 
this  tranfa&ion  was  no  fooner  heard  by  the  Danes, 
than  they  loft  all  their  fpirit,  and  the  Irifh  falling 
upon  them,  before  they  had  recovered  from  their 
confternation,  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland,  fub- 
dued  them  with  a  terrible  flaughter.  Their  cities 
and  fortreffes  were  overturned,  they  were  purfued 
even  to  their  retreats  and  faftnefles,  and  their  cru- 
elties retorted  upon  themfelves  with  an  implacable 
fcverity.  In  fhort,  of  the  Danes,  all  who  at- 
tempted oppofition  periflied  by  fire,  fw6rd  or  fa- 
mine, thofe  few  who  remained  or  fubmitted  them- 
felves, after  the  firft  fury  of  the  natives  was  ap- 
peafed,  were  difarmed,  and  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
became  fervants  to  thofe  over  whom  they  had  fo 
lately  lorded  it  •,  and  on  fuch  conditions  alone  they 
were  delivered  from  ruin  and  from  death* 

Tur- 
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A^  D.       Turgefius   being  flain,   Malachy  took  the 
ii^y  I,  vernment  of    the  kingdom   cffcdtively    into 

hands,  and,  afiembling  the  dates,  reftored  the  con- 
ftitution  to  the  fame  fopting  on  which  it  (lood 
before  the  Danes  had  overturned  it.---And  for 
fome  time  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  enjoyed  a 
ilate  of  tranquility,  which  it  \^as  their  own  fault 
that  they  did  not  render  more  permanent,  by  cfta- 
blifhing  a  better  kind  of  order  among  themfrlvcs, 
and  being  ready  at  all  times  to  unite  againft  a  tur* 
bulent  and  a  barbarous  enemy. 
Th«Nonire.  gut  thc  Danes  and  Norwegians,  notwithftand- 
LcUftd?  *°the  great  expulfion  mentioned  above,  ftill  enter- 
tained fuch  an  inclination  to  form  a  fettlement  in 
Ireland,  that  they  could  not  prevail  with  them* 
felves  to  keep  away  from  its  coafts. — Therefore 
after  this  great  event,  a  great  chief,  with  two 
of  his  brothers,  embarked  from  the  ports  of  Nor- 
way, as  on  a  peaceable  errand,  with  a  view  of  cfta- 
blifhing  a  trade  with  the  Iriih  ;  and  arriving  there 
in  fafety,  were  fuffered  to  rebuild  the  cities  of 
Dublin,  Waterford,  and  Limeric,  which  had  been 
deftroyed  in  the  former  wars  *,  a  miftake  in  policy,  for 
which  the  natives  of  the  country  paid  dearly ;  fince 
however  defircable  a  commerce  with  induftrious 
ilrangers  may  be,  yet  it  is  moit  unfafe  to  let  them 
make  fettlcments  in  the  country  whither  they  come 
to  traffic,  a  truth  of  which  has  been  abundantly 
evinced  by  the  fettlements  made  by  French,  Eng- 
liih,  and  Dutch,  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
where  under  the  pretence  of  trading  with  the  na- 
tives, they  made  themfelves  mailers  of  their  re- 
fpe£tive  countries.— But  this  truth  the  Irilh  wcrfl 
at  that  time  to  learn  only  by  experience,  and  re- 
pented their  ignorance  when  it  was  too  late  to  re- 
drefs  the  inconveniences  it  had  occalioned. 

The  Eafteilings  being  thus  fettled  in  the  coun* 
try,  lay  for  ever  upon  the  watch  for  opportunities  to 

encroach 
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encroach  upon  the  Iri(h,  and  the  latter  were  not  long 
before  they  furnilhed  thefe  opportunles.  Perpe- 
tual difputes  arofe  between  the  provincial  pro- 
vinces, and  the  heads  of  tribes,  one  amongft  ano- 
ther, and  thefe  being  generally  terminated  by  the 
fword,  gave  fcope  to  the  common  enemy  of  both 
to  advance  in  power  and  confequence. — It  was 
not  long  before  the  Norwegians  taking  advantage 
of  thefe  quarrels,  m.ade  themfelves  matters  of  al- 
moft  all  the  fortified  and  fea-porttowns,  and  putting 
themfelves  in  a  condition  to  give  laws  to  the 
difputants,  began  to  lay  the  foundation  of  4 
flourifhing  colony  in  the  ifland. — 

But  fome  of  their  neighbours  the  Danes,  hear-  ^j^^  ^^^ 
ing  of  their  fuccefs,  again  made  a  defcent  upon  return  again 
the  coafts.  In  this  attempt  they  met  with  little 
oppofition  from  the  Irifh:  but  the  Norwegians 
fearing  they  ihould  lofc  the  footing  they  had  now 
got  upon  the  ifland,  refolved  to  meet  and  fight 
them,  and  accordingly  drawing  together  the 
greateft  force  they  could  mufter,  went  in  queft 
of  this  new  enemy,  but  after  a  bloody  battle  were 
totally  defeated  by  them. — Thus  the  Danes  once 
again  eftabliflied  their  power,  whilft  the  Irifh,  as 
if  in  the  courfe  of  a  ftw  years  they  had  forgot- 
ten their  fufferings,  flood  neuter  (as  the  reader 
may  remember  they  had  done  in  a  fimilar  cafe  be- 
fore) and  fufitred  their  inveterate  foes  to  feizc  on 
all  that  the  Norwegians  were  then  obliged  to  relin- 
quifh. — Yet  not  even  this  neutrality  could  pro- 
ted  them  from  the  fury  of  the  conquerors,  who 
took  care  to  fecure  their  power  and  their  pofTef- 
fions  by  the  fword,  and  ufed  every  means  to 
inflave  the  natives  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  oblige 
them  to  fubmit  to  their  dominion. — A  prince  of 
the  royal  houfe  of  Denmark  foon  afterwards  came 
and  took  the  command  of  thefe  his  countrymen,  and 

prefcntly 
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prelencly  reduced  thofe  among  the  Irifli  who  had 
hiciierto  prelerved  their  indcpendance,  to  a  ftate  of 
fervitude  and  fubjeftion.  Yet  there  were  fome  in 
the  ifland  who  had  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  real  interefls 
their  country,  and  thcfe  were  perpetually  labour- 
ing  to  perfuade  the  Iriih  princes  to  unite  thdr  in- 
terefts,  as  they  had  done  a  few  years  before,  and 

altogether  to  fall  upon  the  common  enemy. 

Though  not  a  lafting  peace,  si  truce  was  at  length 
obtained  by  'their    endeavours,    in   confequcncd 
of  which  the  monarch  levied  a  very  powerful  ar- 
my,   and  marching  againft  the  Danes,  defeated 
their  forces  ^  but  dying  foon  after,  their  entire  re- 
duAion  was  a  matter  yet  left  unfinilhed  when  his 
fucceflbr  afcended  the  throne. 
Hugh  VI,      This  prince  was  Hugh,  the  fixch  of  that  namct 
Soon  ^ter  his  acceflion  a  prince  of  Meath  engaging 
the  Danes  (in  all  probability  without  having  any 
affiftancc  from  the  other  provinces)  was  defeated, 
and  moll  of  his  foldiers  left  dead  upon  the  field. 
^— But  what  infinitely  counterbalanced    this  ad- 
vantage was  the  monarch's  engaging  thefe  foreign- 
ers in  a  pitched  battle,  with  Amelanus  at  theif 
head,  and  giving  them  a  fignal  overthrow. — The 
confequence  of  this  viftory  was,  that  the  fhattercd 
remains  of  their  army  retreated  to  thofe  forts  and 
cities  which  the  Iri(h  had  been  weak  enough  to 
fufFcr  them  to  build  for  fafety ;  but  they  were  pur- 
fued,  and  moft  of  their  fortrcflcs  ftormcd,  Ame- 
lanus's  own  palace,  which,  was  fituated  in  one  of 
their  famous  raths,  was  burned,  and  the  greater 
parf  of  thofe  that  fled  thither  for  fheltcr  wefie  dc- 
ftroyed ;    and  though  the  Dane  found  means  fo 
far  to  revenge  himfelf  as  to  furprizc  afnd  cut  off 
a  party  of  the  viftoriouls  army,  as  they  were  on 
their  march  homewards,  and  to  plunder  the  city 
of  Ardmagh  in  his  retreat,  yet  he  was  forced  to 
favc  himfelf  and  his  countrymen    by   a  fpcedy 

flight, 
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flight,  and  embarking  on  board  his  fleet,  with  all 
expedition  at  length  to  quit  the  ifland. 

Hugh  dying  a  natural  death,  was  fucceeded  by  ^-  ^• 
Flan,  who  faw  the  ifland  once  more  pretty  well  pj~2-# 
cleared  of  the  invaders  y  but  this  was  Icarcely  ef- 
feSed,  when  the  ufual  inteftine  bfoils  began 
again,  and  thefe  had  no  fooncr  ceafed  on  the  part 
of  the  monarch  than  they  were  renewed  in  the 
kingdom  by  an  ecclefiaft:ic,  who  ought  on  all  ac- 
counts to  have  been  the  laft  to  kindle  the  flames 
of  war  in  his  country. 

This  prince  was  Cormac  Mac  Cuillenan  (whom^««^»''«< 
the  MonkiA  writers  furnamed  The  Holy)  who 
was  at  the  fame  time  in  poflTeflion  of  the  arch- 
biihopric  of  Cafliell  and  the  crown  of  Munfter. 
In  the  beginning  of  his  reign  he  found  all  things 
quiet  in  the  land,  till  he  himfelf  chofe  to  begin 
frefli  difturbances — The  firft  matter  of  any  confe- 
qucnce  that  wc  find  recorded  of  him  is,  That  hav- 
ing a  mind  to  celebrate  Baiter  with  great  folemnity 
and  magnificence,  at  his  palace  in  Cafliell,  he  de« 
panded  an  extraordinary  aid  of  provifions  from  the 
inhabitants^  which  was  abfolute^y  refufed  him  by 
them,  but  with  which  the  warlike  tribe  of  the 
Dalgais  whofe  princes  held  poflTefljon  of  Thomond^ 
and  were  dcfccnded  from  Olliol  Olun],  as  belongs 
ing  to  his  province,  amply  fupplied  him.  A  like 
demand  that  he  made  of  a  fupply  of  arms  and 
horfes  from  the  people  of  Eagnach,  in  the  neigh  • 
bourhood  of  CafhcU  met  with  little  better  fucccfs ; 
-^fmce  thofe  people  though  they  did  not  return 
Wm  an  abfolute  denial,,  yet  collected  together  a 
parcel  of  difabled  horfes  and  battered  arms,  and 
fcnt  them  to  the  monarch  who  was  again  fupplied 
by  ihc  Dalgais  with  fuch  as  were  good  and  ufeful ; 
for  which  this  poetical  prince  bifliop  fufiiciently 
fung  their  praifes  in  his  pfalter  of  Cafliell,  which  is 
Ircqucndy  quoted  by  the  writers  of  Irifti  hifl;ory. 

K  Befidea 
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Befides  this  event  which  is  no  othctwifc  important 
dian  as  it  may  fcrve  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of 
the  temper  of  the  prince  and  his  people,  we  read  of 
nothing  of  any  confequencc  either  in  the  tranfaftions 
of  Cormac  or  thofe  of  the  Irifli  monarch,  till  after 
a  reign  of  about  feven  years,  the  former  was  per- 
fuaded  to  colleft  his  Momonians  and  invade  the 
province  of  Leinfter  in  order  to  recover  a  certain 
tribute,  which  there  is  not  the  lead  intimation  of 
his  right  or  title  to  in  the  preceding  hiftory — How- 
ever, be  that  as  it  might,  it  was  refolvcd  in  coundl 
that  the  king  fhould  claim  it,  and  fupport  that 
claim  by  force  of  arms — And  though  the  Monkifh 
writers  tell  us  with  great  confidence  that  the  princc- 
bifhop  was  endued  with  a  fpirit  of  prophecy  where- 
by he  clearly  forefaw  that  he  (hould  fall  in  thi$ 
attempt,  yet  he  refolvcd  to  proceed  in  it. — Biit  be- 
fore he  fet  out,  he  lent  for  Lorcan,  King  of  Tho- 
mond,  whom  he  declared  his  fucceffor  as  being 
defcendcd  from  the  younger  fon  of  Olliol  Olum, 
•  who  had  ordered  that  the  elder  and  the  younger 
branches  of  his  family  (hould  fucceed  alternately  to 
the  crown -of  Munfter,  an  ordinance  which  never- 
thelefs  had  been  interrupted  in  forty-four  fuccef- 
fions  and  which  the  prefent  king  now  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  reftore ;  for  whatever  compliment  the 
council  paid  him  when  living  they  rcvcrfed  his  de- 
cree after  he  was  dead,  and  gave  the  crown  awiy 
from  the  lawful  heir  who  had  now  a  double  right  to 
the  pofleflion  of  it.  After  this  Cormac  having 
previoufly  made  his  will,  prepared  for  liis  fatal 
expedition. 

The  king  had  a  favourite  Abbot  of  Inis-cathy 
who  was  the  principal  inftigatoV  of  this  war,  and 
who  attended  him  on  his  march  into  the  province  of 
Leinfter,  where  the  army  being  arrived,  a  fonnsl 
demand  was  made  of  the  tribute  in  difpute,  in  con- 
fequence  of   which  the    kiqg    of   Leinfter  fent 

ambaiTadcrs 
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ambaflTadors  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  Cormac*: 
The  propofal  they  were  inftrufted  to  make  was^ 
That  as  harveft  was  then  begun,  hoftilicics  Ihould 
ceafe,  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  parties,  till  the 
cnfuing  May,  and  to  (hew  that  their  mailer  was  in 
earncft,  they  were  ordered  to  deliver  hoftages  on  his 
behalf  to  Cormac,  to  whom  as  well  as  to  the  abbot 
of  Inis-cathy  they  ma.de  fome  noble  prefcnts.  Wc 
do  not  find  that  thele  prefents  were  returned,  but 
yet  we  find  the  abbot  exerting  every  power,  he  was 
poflcffed  of  to  blow  up  the  coals  of  diflcnfion  be-* 
tween  the  two  princes,  and  unhappily  he  fucceeded 
but  too  well  in  thefe  his  evil  intentions. 

This  man,  when  the  king  feemed  inclined  to 
hearken  to  the  terms  propofed  by  the  ambafladorsi, 
had  the'  infolence  to  reproach  him  with  cowardicii 
to  his  face,  and  Cormac,  inftead  of  refenting  the  af^^ 
front  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  only  replied 
"  That  was  no:  the  cafe  tho'  he  well  knew  he  fhould 
die  in  this  attempt" — and  at  the  fame  time  obferved 
that  perhaps  the  abbot  might  likewife  (hare  in  thb 
ruin  he  was  about  to  bring  upon  others. 

—Then  the  king  retired  penfive  and  melan- 
choly to  his  tent,  where  he  fifft  fent  for  his  con- 
fcflbr,  and  afterwards  made  fome  alterations  in  his 
will,  giving  particular  orders  about  his  interment, 

K  2  in 


*  While  the  herald  was  difpatch-  of  fuccefs  itfolved  not  to  wait  for  KcatlAj4 
fd  to  the  KtJig  of  LeinAer,  an  ac-  the  event,  but  withdrew  from  the 
cideat  happened  that  waf  likely  to  camp,  and  returned  home— if  the 
prove  of  faul  confequence  to  the  ar-  furious  abbot  had  done  the  fame,  it 
my  of  Munfter,  for  the  abbot  of  would  havtf  been  happy  for  Cormac, 
Xnii-cathy  who,  tho*  in  ordeJ-s,  was  a  ahd  prevented  tht:  cfFufion  of  blood 
perfofi  of  a  warlike  difpoiition,  to  which  his  haughty  fpixit  fo  much 
mounted  his  horft  with  a  oeiign  to  contributed  ;  but  in  all  this  under- 
side thto*  tfate  ranks  and  take  a  view  taking  which  was  of  his  owa 
of  the  camp:  but  the  horfe  being  advifinghedid  nothing biit mifchieT, 
frighted,  fell  into  A  deep  ditch  witn  fo  iniproper  is  it  for  men  to  a€t  in  a 
the  rider  upon  the  back  of  him,  fplere  which  does  not  belong  to 
which  was  underftood  by  the  foldiers  them,  and  to  attempt  influencing 
to  be  an  unfortunate  omei!,  and  fill-  ptiblic  affairs  while  they  ttt  govemtA 
«d  their  mittli  with  fuch  impreflions  by  private  prGJudi«es. 


•f  fear  thit  many  o/tnctn  dcfpairlng 
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in  cafe  his  body  fliduld  be  recovered  from  the  cnc- 
iny.  The  confeflbr,  who  was  a  good  and  pious 
man,  ufcd  all  means  imaginable  to  prevent  him  from 
engaging  in  this  deftruftivc  aftion. — Befidcs  the 
many  chriftian  motives  he  urged,  to  avoid  fo  much 
bloodlhed  as  muft  neccffarily  cnfuc  if  the  armies 
joined  battle  j  he  alfo  communicated  to  Cormac  the 
intelligence  he  had  received,  that  Fkn  the  monarch 
of  Ireland  had  abfolutely  joined  the  kirtg  of  Lcinftcr 
with  the  royal  army.  But  notwithftanding  all  thefe 
circumftances  and  the  continual  defertion  of  the 
troops,  the  ill-minded  abbot  had  fo  much  afcend- 
ancy  over  the  king  of  Munfter  that  he  perfifted  in 
rejcfting  all  terms  of  truce  or  accommodation,  and 
both  fides  prepared  for  a  dccifive  battle. 

When  the  Mdmonian  troops  arrived  at  the  plains 
of  Magh  Ailba,  the  fpot  deftined  for  the  fight, 
Cormac  marked  out  a  camp  by  a  wood's  fid^  where 
having  put  his  troops  in  battle  array,  he  waited 
to  receive  the  enemy,  who  approached  with  the 
greateft  ardour  and  marched  moft  joyftiUy  for- 
ward as  to  certain  viftbry ;  whilft  on  the  other 
hand  the  troops  of  Munfter  engaged  without  fpirit 
and  without  hope,  their  king  having  a  certain 
prcfage  of  his  death,  and  one  of  their  generals  of 
the  blood-royal,  deferting  as  foon  as  the  fignal  was 
•given  for  the  battle,  after  laying  a  heavy  accufation 
againft  the  abbot  of  Inis-cathy,  and  perfuading  the 
foldiers  to  depart,  and  to  let  him  and  his  clergy  fight 
their  own  quarrel,  without  involving  others  in  their 
deftrudtive  meafures.  In  the  mean  time  the  forces 
of  Leinfter  which  were  found  fuperior  in  number 
land  in  fpirit,  rulhing  on  made  fo  dreadful  a  flaughter 
among  the  Momonians,  that  the  king  of  Ofibry 
who  commanded  in  the  right  wing,  ftruck  with 
horror,  rode  out  of.  the  field  with  all  fpecd,  calling 
to  thofe  next  him  to  follpw. — Seized  with  aftonifli- 
ment  and  difmay,  the  foldiers  could  no  longer  ftand 

the 
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the  fhock,  an  univcrlal  terror  fpread  itfclf  through 
the  ranks  and  caught  from  man  to  man  y  a  general 
rout  quickly  enfued,  and  more  fell  in  the  purfuit 
than  in  the  aftion  which  was  but  of  a  fhort  con- 
tinuance. Even  the  king  of  OfTory,  who  thought* 
he  retired  early  was  too  late  to  fave  himfclf,  by 
that  flight  which  completed  the  rum  of  the 
army-,  and  the  abbot  of  Inis-catl^  was  taken 
prifoner. 

In  this  general  confufion,  Comiac's  hprfe  threw 
him  violently  into  a  pit,  out  of  which  he  was  taken 
by  fome  of  the  flying  foldiers,  who  having  relieved 
him  from  that  diftrcfs  made  the  beft:  of  their  way 
from  thelpot  in  order  to  provide  for  their  own  fafety, 
—A  favourite  officer  advancing  to  him  afterwards 
offered  to  accompany  him ;  but  this  his  matter 
would  not  Caffcr,  but  ordering  him  to  withdraw, 
proceeded  on  his  way  alone,  little  doubting  but 
his  enemies  would  foon  overtake  and  deflroy  him ; 
yet  he  did  not  perifli  by  their  hands,  his  horfc  at- 
tempting to  climb  a  very  fteep  place,  fell  with  his 
rider,  by  which  accident  the  king  diflocatcd  his 
neck,  and  thus  met  his  fate  in  confequence  of  the 
battle  he  had  fo  raflily  fought,  though  he  was  not 
flain  in  tKc  aftion.— One  of  the  foldiers  of  the  vic-^ 
torious  army  coming  to  the  fpot  where  the  corplp 
lay,  took  it  up,  and  cut  off  the  head  which  they 
carried  in  triumph  and  prefented  to  the  monarch, 
who,  however,  was  fo  far  from  approving,  that  he 
checked  them  for  the  proceeding-,  and  is  faid  to  have 
cxprefled  great  concern  for  the  untimely  fate  of 
Cormac.-^Yet  it  is  very  plain  from  all  that  lias  been 
recorded  of  him  that  this  Cormac  was  neither  fo 
wife  nor  indeed  fo  good  as  the  ancient  hiftorians 
would  rcprefcnt  him. — A  prince  who  could  light 
up  the  flames  of  diflenfion  in  his  country,  who 
could  undertake  an  unjuft  war,  even  when  he  was 
prrfuadcd  it  would  terminate  in  his  own  ruin,  and, 
K  3  '  laaiy 
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laftly  who  merely  to  oblige  a  raih  and  wicked  fa« 
vourite  could  rcjeft  peacablc  propofals  when  they 
were  maaifcftly  advantageous  and  honourable,  and 
finally  pcrfcvere  in  doing  evil  in  fpiteof  conviftion  j 
— ^fuchanone,  at  leaft  in  this  inftancc,  could  neither 
deferve  to  be  called  good  or  prudent ; — but  though 
all  this  was  the  precife  cafe  with  the  king  of  Mun- 
fter,  whofc  death  was  the  efFed  of  wickednels  and 
folly,  yet,  being  a  favourite  with  the  monkifli 
writers,  he  is  by  them  ftyled  The  Holy  and  hi$ 
pame  tranfmlttcd  with  honour  to  pofterity.* 

Soon  after  thcfe  tranfaftions  Flan  died  after  a 
reign  of  thirty-feven  years,  the  other  events  of 
which  are  not  handed  down  to  us  by  hiftory, 

Niall 


•  "  After  this  engagement  (fayt 
Keating)  Carrol  the  Ton  of  Muire- 
agein  king  of  Leinfler,  dired^ed  his 
march  towards  Kildare  where  he  ar- 
rived with  many  prifonrrs  of  note  of 
the  Momoniiins;-'and  among  the  nd 
tht  author  of  this  r^fli  and  unnecef- 
fary  war,  the  abbot  of  In>s-cathy  wai 
led  in  triumph  among  the  captives, 
the  clergy  of  LeinAer  were  f j  enrag- 
ed at  the  condud  of  this  hot  headed 
prieft,  that  they  upbraided  him  with 
beiDg  the  ibmentor  of  thefe  divifions 
between  the  two  provinces  and  the 
caufe  of  all  the  bloodshed  on  both 
lides  t  and  they  ^rofecuted  their  re- 
fentments  with  fuch  violence  that 
cha  unfortunate  abbot  was  clofcly 
inprifoned  and  fevcrely  ufed,  fo  long 
ss  Carrol  the  king  of  Leinfter  lived } 
ufter  whofedcceafe  he  wasdifcharg* 
cd  and  obtained  his  liberty, 

**  About  a  yc^  af^er  the  deceafe  of 
this  provincial  prince,  Muiriona* 
the  pious  abbefs  of  St.  Bridget  was 
fo  concerned  about  the  fafety  of  the  ab- 
bot that  tho'  he  was  releafed  from  his 
|mprifoi|ment  and  received  his  par- 
don, yet  Ae  apprehended  he  might 
be  let  i^pon  by  the  enraged  populace 
snd  his  life  endangered,  and  there- 
fore for  his  feourity  flie  prevailed  with 
n  number  of  the  moft  religious  clergy 
to  p>PCW  >  pird  fj;>r  him^  till  hp 


arrived  at  a  place  called  Magh  Nairb; 
from  hence  he  came  to  Munftcr,  an4 
retiring  to  his  monaftery  of  Inii- 
cachv  he  fpent  fome  time  there  witb 
great  devotion  and  exen^piary  prac- 
tice of  holincfs,  till' the  death  of 
Dubhlachtna,  the  fon  of  Maolgoala, 
who  governed  the  province  of  Mjn- 
fter  feven  years  after  the  deceafe  of 
Cormac  Mac  Cuillenan.  By  liie 
death  of  this  king  the  throne  of 
Munfter  became  vacant,  and  this 
abbot  was  removed  from  hit 
retirement  at  Inis>cathy  to  admi- 
niiler  the  government  of  that  pn>- 
vince,  which  he  held  for  many  years 
with  great  applaufe ;  and,  notwiih- 
ilanding  his  want  of  policy  with 
regard  to  the  Invalion  of  Letnfter, 
he  proved  a  fobcr  and  difcreet  prince, 
and  was  polTeiTed  not  only  of  the 
command  but  of  the  aft'ediions  of 
his  people."— 

It  is  well  when  men  are  reclaimed 
by  the  experience  of  misfortuofs} 
it  is  perhaps  doubly  furprisiag  to  (tc 
gn  effect  like  this  take  place  amaig 
princes— Yet  whatever amendstbeab- 
bot  made  his  people  when  he  became  s 
king,  it  was  impoiTible  for  him  to 
do  too  much  for  thofe  whom  he  had 
engaged  in  the  fatal  a^^  ^ 
Leinftei-f 
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Niallthc  Fourth,  the  fon  of  Hugh  the  Sixth  wasNiaiuv, 
the  next  monarch  of  Ireland — This  prince  was,  very 
early  in  his  reign  obliged  to  take  up  arms  againft 
the  Danes,  who  again  appeared  in  Ireland — After 
a  bloody  battle  which  was  fought  in  the  province  of 
Ulfter,  viftory  declared  In  his  favour,  and  the  in- 
vaders were  repulfed  with  great  flaughter.  But  a 
party  of  thefe  lawlefs  free-booters  that  landed  in 
Leinfter  met  with  better  fuccefs,  and  after  routing 
the  king's  forces  eftablilhed  themfelves  in  the 
country  under  Sitric  ;  Dublin  was  taken  by  ftorm, 
and  the  Iriih  monarch  in  attempting  to  put  a  flop 
to  their  progrefs  was  defeated  and  (lain,  after  a 
three  years  reign,  his  troops  though  they  fought  with 
great  valpur  being  overpowered  by  the  fuperior 
numbers  of  the  enemy. 

Donogh  the  Second,  the  fon  of  Flan  fucceeded  ^^"^^s^  ^* 
next  to  the  throne  of  Ireland. —  In  his  reign  while 
Ceallachan  was  king  of  Munfter,  the  Danes  made 
incurQons  into  that  province  5  but  were  repulfed  by 
the  king  who  took  their  general's  wife  and  fifter 
prifoners  and  obliged  them  to  lay  afide  their  pro- 
jeft  of  fubduing  his  dominion,  and  withdraw  them- 
lelves  to  join  the  main  body  of  their  countrymen  at 
that  time  fettled  in  Leinfter. 

Thus  baffled  in  his  defigns,  Sitric  refolved  to  be 
revenged  on  Ceallachan  for  his  difappointment,  and 
in  confequcnce  of  this  determination  applied  to  the 
monarch  of  Ireland  who  at  this  time  had  fome  dif- 
putes  with  him,  relative  to  tribute  and  homage,  and 
on  that  account  was  mean  enough  to  come  into  the 
mcafurcs  of  the  Danes,  which  were  in  the  higheft  ^ 
degree  cruel  and  treacherous.  Sitric,  having  tranf- 
afted  this  neccffary  bufinefs  with  Donogh,  fent  a 
meffage  to  the  king  of  Munfter,  intimating  that  he 
had  no  defign  any  more  to  invade  his  province,  and 
earncftly  defiring  to  make  an  alliance  with  that 
prince  by  giving  him  his  fifter  in  marriage,  who 
K  4  was 
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was  a  lady  tff  great  beauty,  and  was  dcfccndcd 
from  the  royal  tamily  of  Denmark.  CeaUachan, 
whofe  prifoncr  that  princefs  had  been,  acccpticd  the 
propofal  with  pleafure,  and  approving  the  treaty, 
without  requiring  lioftages,  engaged  to  make  9, 
journey  with  all  expedition  to  the  court  of  Sitric, 
in  order  to  conclude  the  marriage— Befides  making 
many  fplendid  preparations  for  this  folemnity, 
this  prince  would  likewife  have  taken  a  very  large 
body  of  chofen  men  to  attend  him,  not  for  defence 
but  for  (hew  and  pageantry,  had  not  Kennedy,  (who 
before  had  quitted  his  pretenfions  to  a  throne  to 
oblige  him)  adviied  him  to  the  contrary,  not  indeed 
becaufe  he  fufpefted  the  evil  intentions  of  Sitric^ 
'  but,  in  all  probability,  becaufe  he  feared  that  the 
Irilh  monarch  might  take  this  opportunity  to  fall 
upon  the  province,  when  it  was  almoft  defencclefs, 
and  plunder  it  in  revenge  for  their  refufal  of  the 
tribute  and  homage  that  he  had  demanded.  Whe- 
ther this  or  any  other  motive  fwayed  him  in  giving 
his  counfel,  the  king  fqbmitted  to  be  guided  by  it, 
and  accordingly  fet  oyt  attended  only  by  a  party  of 
his  guards,  and  fome  few  of  the  nobility,  amomg 
whom  was  Dunchan,  the  fon  of  Kennedy,  who  ac- 
companied Ceallachan  on  this  expedition,  while, 
in  his  abfence,  his  father  was  left  to  adminifter  the 
government  of  the  province.  In  the  mean  time 
the  wife  of  Sitric  though  an  Irifh  woman  could  not 
help  expoftulating  with  her  hufband  for  what  flic 
deemed  his  want  of  fpirit,  in  matching  his  fiftcr, 
who,  as  I  have  taken  notice,  was  of  the  royal  houfc 
of  Denmark,  with  a  petty  prince,  who  had  been 
the  great  enemy  of  their  interefts.  Sitric,  in  the 
midft  of  all  bis  cupning  fuffered  himfclf  to  be  over- 
reached in  policy  by  a  woman  !  little  irpagining 
that  he  fliould  be  betrayed  from  that  quarter,  he 
made  no  fcruple  of  telling  her  that  he  had  no  de- 
figr)  of  kee|)ing  his  word  wi^h  Ceallachan,  but  that 

alj 
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all  his  view  was  only  by  fair  promifes  to  lure 
him  within  his  power,  which  the  moment  he  had  ^ 
accoraplilhed,   he  would  devote  the  unwary  war* 
rior  to  deftruftion. 

Whether  the  wife  of  Sitric,  as  foine  writers  have 
fuppoied,  had  conceived  a  paflion  for  the  king  of 
Munfter,  during  the  time  that  fhe  was  his  captive^ 
or  whether  the  love  of  her  country,  or  a  regard 
for  the  rights  of  humanity,  operated  at  this  time 
upon  Ijer  mind,  it  is  certain  that  ihc  refoved  if 
poffible  to  favd  Ceallachan  from  the  villiany  of 
his  enemies.  For  this  {>urpofe  di%ui(ing  herfelf, 
flie  quitted  Dublin,  the  next  day  and  waiting  on 
the  road  through  which  flie  knew  he  muft  pafs, 
as  ibon  as  (he  faw  him,  made  him  acqu^ted 
with  the  plan  that  was  laid  to  deftroy  him.— 
The  king,  ftruck  with  horror  at  this  relation,  im- 
mediately turned  about,  and  made  all  hafte  with 
his  retinue  to  cfcape  the  fatal  fnare  his  enemies 
had  fpread  for  him.  But  Sitric  already  had  him  . 
encompalled  in  his  toils. — Guards  had  been  placed 
on  the  road,  who,  as  he  palTed  their  ftations,  clofed 
upon  his  rear. — When  Ceallachan  too  late  per- 
ceived this  circumftance,  he  ordered  his  followers  ' 
to  exert  all  their  ftrcngth  in  attempting  to  cut 
a  paiTage  through  the  forces  which  oppolcd  them  j 
and  the  command  was  (b  well  obeyed,  that  had 
not  the  Danes  been  fo  near  Dublin,  as  to  receive 
numerous  fupplics  of  frefh  troops,  they  muft  have 
given  way,  and  yielded  the  injured  prince  a  paf- 
iage ;  but  as  it  was,  though  the  Irifli  flew  many  of 
them,  yet  their  numbers  thus  perpetually  recruited, 
at  laft  prevailed— e'the  Momonians  were  defeated, 
and  in  this  ikirmifh  Ceallachan  and  his  friend 
Dunchan,  the  fon  of  Kennedy  were  both  taken 
prifoners. 

Though  Sitric  by  the  event  of  this  aftion  had 
gotten  the  vidbim  into  his  power,  yet  from  fome  po- 
litical 
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litical  rcafons  he  delayed  making  that  facrifice  in 
public^  which  before  he  feemcd  refolved  on  in 
private.— Determined  as  he  was,  however  that 
Ceallachan  Ihould  not  cfcapc  his  vengeance,  he 
was  far  from  fetting  him  at  liberty  •,  but,  in  order 
to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  a  moderation  he 
was  not  poflcffed  of,  began  to  propound  terms  to 
his  prifoners,  taking  great  care  they  Ihould  be 
fuch  as  would  have  no  chance  to  be  accepted. 
He  demanded  that  Cork,  Cafliell,  Waterford,  and 
Limerick  fhould  be  delivered  into  his  hands, 
and  alfo  that  a  fine  Ihould  be  paid  for  every  Dane 

-killed  in  the  fkirmilh  near  tlic  gates  of  Dublin. 
From  the  inftant  that  Ceallachan  was  informed 
of  thefe  demands;  he  refolved  if  the  conqueror  was 

•in  carneft,  by  no  means  to  cbmply  with  them; 
though  his  enemy  declared  his  relolution,  in  cafe 
of  a  refufal,  to  tranfport  his  prifoneh  to  Ard- 
magh,  and  from  thence  to  Norway.  But  as  he 
had  reafon  to  furmife  that  all  this  treaty  was  only 
intended  to  dupe  him,  and  to  procure,  if  poffible, 
fome  opportunity  for  Sitric  to   aft  that  villainy 

.  with  fome  little  fhew  of  juftice,  which,  tyraint  as 
he  was,  he  did  not  chufe  othcrwife  to  adven- 
ture ;  this  confideration  made  the  king  of  Mun- 
fter  rcfolve  to  retort  hFs  enemy*s  own  arts,  and 
ply  him  with  diflembling  words. — He  therefore 
intimated,  that  he  would  immediately  fend  to  his 
good  fubjcfts  to  try  what  they  would  do  to  ran- 
lom  him,  if  the  Danifh  general  would  permit 
one  of  the  captives  to  return,  in  order  to  bear  his 
meffage.  This  requeft  being  granted,  a  proper 
perlbn  was  pitched  upon  to  execute  the  im- 
portant commiflion  ;  to  him,  inftead  of  inftruc- 
tions  to  procure  his  ranfom,  the  noble-minded 
Ceallachan  gave  it  in  charge  ta  exhort  Kennedy, 
the  regent  of  Munfter,  never  to  comply  with  the 

propof4s 


HISTORY    OP    I  R  E  L  A  N  D,  139 

propofals  of  the  Danes,  or  fufFer  them  to  intrude 
thcml'clves  among  his  fubjeds,  let  the  fate  of  ' 
their  king  be  what  it  might;  but  rather  to 
roufc  his  Mbmonians  to  arms,  to  fend  the  general 
Donough,  with  what  land  forces  he  could  get  to- 
gether, immediately  to  his  king's  affiftance,  ^d  to 
order  the  fhips  ftationed  ip  the  harbours,  to  repair 
widi  all  poffible  fpeed  to  Ddndalk,  there  to  pre- 
vent the  Danifti  fleet  from  executing  their  evil 
purpole. 

Happily  for  the  king,  the  news  of  Sitric*s 
treachery  havings  quickly  reached  Munfter,  the 
inhabitants  of  that  province  were  already  in  mo- 
tion, and  the  troops  aflcmbling  when  the  meffen- 
gcr  arrived,  whofc  inftrudions  they  inftantly  pre- 
pared to  put  into  execution,  as  well  as  the  time 
and  circumftances  of  the  extraordinary  cafe  wovjld 
admit. — Donough  having  collefted  his  troops,  the 
fleet  was  likewife  drawn  together,  and  the  com* 
mand  of  the  naval  armament,  which  confided  of 
feventy  fhips,  was  given  to  Failbhe,  king  of 
Defmond.  The  army  then  proceeded  to  Con- 
naught,  v/here  the  general  levying  "provifions  for 
the  fubfiftence  of  his  troops,  fo  much  offended 
the  prince  of  the  province,  that  inftcad  of  doing 
all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  affift  his  country nfien, 
an  their  undertakings  againft  foreign  enemies,  who 
had  at  various  times  Ihewed  themfelves  equally 
tyrannical  to  all  the  Irifh  ;  this  felfifh  chief  fenc 
private  intelligence  to  the  Danes  of  the  approach 
of  the  army  of  Munfter,  and  difcovered,  as  far 
as  he  knew  them,  all  their  dcfigns. 

Sicric  h^d  reached  Ardmagh,  where  he  then  lay 
waiting  with  his  prifoners. — But  on  the  news  of 
the  Irifti  troops  being  in  full  march  towards  him, 
he  ordered  the  Danifh  earls  who  had  the  care  of 
the  captives,  to*  march  out  of  the  city,  and  come 
immediately  to  an  engagenicnt  with  them,  whilft 

he. 


f4<>       HISTORY    OF    IRELAND. 

he,  with  his  guard  removed  the  former  on  board 
his  fleet,  in  order  to  convey  them  to  Norway,  be- 
ing more  intent  on  the  execution  of  his  revenge* 
fill  projcA,  than  on  the  prcfervation  of  his  troops, 
who  were  foon  totally  defeated  by  the  enraged  na- 
tives ;  whilft  Sitric  went  to  Dundalk  with  his  cap- 
tives, whither,  however,  the  viftorious  Morooni; 
ans  followed  him  the  next  day,  with  all  their 
forces. — But  when  thefe  latter  arrived,  they  found 
the  Danes  juft  embarked  with  the  king  of  Mun« 
iter,  Dunchan,  and  the  reft  of  their  prifonen.— 
It  was  in  vain  for  them  to  line  th^  ihore,  and 
menace  the  retreating  enemy,  who  were  fufBciendy 
cut  of  their  reach,  and  fancied  themfelves  like- 
wife  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  vengeance. ^Ac 

kngth,  however,  while  both  parties  were  in  this 
critical  fituation,  the  Iriih  fleet  conunanded  by 
Failbhe  made  its  way  up  to  the  Danes,  and  pre- 
pared immediately  to  fight  them. 

A  fight  fo  unexpeftcd  as  this  threw  Sitric  and 
his  men  into  great  confufion,  from  whence  how- 
ever when  they  were  a  little  recovered,  perceiviug 
there  was  no  way  to  get  off,  they  began  a  defpe- 
rate  engagement,  in  which  both  their  fuperior 
numbers  and  fuperior  IkiU  more  than  once  gave 
them  a  profpeft  of  viftory;  for  the  Irifli  were 
but  new  to  the  praftice  of  fea-battles,  whereas 
the  Danes  being  old  pirates  were  experienced  iia- 
vigators.  Neverthelefs,  what  the  former  wanted  in 
numbers  and  judgment  they  made  up  m  valour 
and  refoludon. — In  this  hard  contefl:,  the  Irifli  ad- 
miral fought  out  the  veflel  of  the  Danifli  general, 
which  heboardejHn  fpite  of  all  oppofition :  there 
^e  faw  CeallapKan  bound  to  the  malt. — Haflrning 
to  his  afllftance,  he  qiiickly  cut  the  cords,  which 
tied  him,  and  prevailed  on  the  king,  as  foon  as 
he  had  thus  unexpededly  refcued,  to  quit  the  Da- 
nifli and  repair  immediately  on  board  the  Irifli  vef- 

fel. 
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feL— This  generous  advice,  however,  which  faved 
the  king,  proved  fatal  to  the  gallant  admiraU 
for  not  being  fupported  by  a  fuiiicient  number 
of  his  countrymen,  he  was  at  laft  overpowered, 
and  flain  by  the  Danifli  guards,  who  by  Sitric's 
order,  fever^  his  head  from  his  body,  and  ex-* 
pofed  it  to  the  Irifli,  in  order  thereby  to  diC- 
hearten  them.  But  this  fight  only  ferved  the 
more  to  inflame  their  courage. — ^Fingall,  who 
fucceeded  the  flain  admiral,  again  boarded  the 
Danifli  fliip,  with  a  determined  refolution  to  re- 
venge the  death  of  Failbhe. — This  brave  of- 
ficer foon  found  his  men  fo  far  qut-numbered  by 
the  enemy,  that  conqueft  feemed  out  of  their 
reach  :  But  as  he  valued  not  his  own  life,  he 
found  means  to  get  that  of  his  foe  into  his 
power,  for,  forcing  his  way  through  all  the  fight- 
ing crowd*  to  Sitric,  he  fingled  him  out,  gcidpcd 
him  in  his  arms,  and  threw  himfelf  with  him  in- 
to the  fea,  where  both  were  drowned  together. 
Two  other  of  the  Irifli  chiefs  following  the  exam* 
pie,  feizcd  on  Sitric's  brothers  in  the  like  man*  ' 
ner,  and  thus  at  once  put  an  end  to  their  ex* 
iftencc,  while  they  pcrifticd  with  them.  The 
Danes  were  aftoni(hed  and  confounded  when  they 
faw  the  Irifli  thus  at  the  expence  of  their  own 
lives  making  fure  of  the  deftruftion  of  their  ene- 
mies, bold  as  they  were,  and  accuftomed  to  fcenes 
of  blood  and  flaugbter,  yet  they  were  ftruck  with 
dread  and  horror  at  this  new  method  of  fight* 
ing.  Befides,  as  they  now  faw  their  general  and  his 
brothers  deflroyed,  the  royal  prifoncrs  releafcd  5 
and  almofl:  every  thing  they  contended  for  entirely 
loft,  they  began  to  flacken  their  oppofltion,  while 
the  fiiry  of  the  Irifli  ftill  continued;  and  after 
fome  vain  attempts  to  turn  the  fortunes  of  the 
day,  fell  into  diforder,  whilfl:  the  Irifli  improving 

their 
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their  advantage,  renewed  their  attacks  with  frcfh 
vigour,  till  at  length  the  Danes  were  put  to 
flight,  and  a  vifkory,  .  the  purchafe  of  toil  and 
blood,  remained  to  them,  and  rout  and  confuGon 
to  the  enemy. 

From  the  event  of  this  remarkable  contcft,  it 
is  eafy  to  obferve  how  indifpenfibly  necefiary  ic 
was  for  the  Irifh  to  keep  up  fomc  kind  of  na- 
val eftabhftiment  -,  but  •  till  this  tinTiC  we  hear  of 
nothing  of  the  kind  worth  obferving  in  all  their 
difputes  with  the  Danes  and  Eafterlings,  whofe 
attempts  might  otherwife  often  have  been  repel- 
led, and  rendered  abortive  by  fuch  an  inftitution. 
Yet  in  the  inftance  befdrc  us,  the  fpirit  of  the 
natives  furmounted  all  obftacles,  and  left  a  fair 
example  to  pofterity  how  much  might  be  done  by 
a  fteady  conduft,  joined  to  a  manly  courage.— 
Had  Ceallachan  yielded  to  Sitric*s  pfopofal  re- 
lative to  the  ranfom,  and  had  his  fubjefts  )rielded, 
•  the  foreigners  would  have  gotten  a  footing 
in  his  dominions,  which  muft  have  been  pro- 
duftive  of  fatal  confequences  to  the  natives,  and 
in  all  probability  the  Dane  would  ftill  have  fpund 
the  means  to  fatisfy  his  perfonal  revenge  on  the 
king. After  all  this,  had  there  not  been  a  na- 
val preparation,  that  revenge  could  not  have  been 
compleated,  notwithftandlng  the  numerous  army 
affcmbled  by  the  general,  who  might  have  been 
eye-witneffes  of  a  cataftrophe  that  with  all 
their  valour  they  muft  have  been  totally  unable 
to  prevent. — But  notwithftandlng  thcfe  leffons, 
which  might  fo  properly  be  adduced  from  the 
fad:  above  related,  it  is  certain  that  in  fucceeding 
periods,  thefc  truths  were  not  properly  attended 
to,  and  the  fucceeding  miferies  and  misforttwcs 
heaped  upon  the  people,  were  too  often  the  con- 
fequences of  fucii  an  inattention. 
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Ceallachan  being  thus  delivered  from  the  hands 
of  his  inveterate  enemies,  was  not  backward  in 
expreffing  his  gratitude  to  thoic  who  furvived  the 
dreadful  day,  and  who  had  any  (hare  in  his  de- 
liverance. He  ordered  thanks  and  largeffes  to 
be  given  to  thofc  brave  men,  whofe  courage  had 
been  the  means  of  refcuing  him  from  flavery,  or 
from  death ;  and  having  gathered  his  forces  to- 
gether, marched  back  with  them  in  a  kind  of  tri- 
umph, to  Munfter*.  After  this  he  fell  upon 
the  Danes  inhabiting  in  and  about  Limerick,  and 
the  county  of  Cafhell ;  Fortune  favoured  his  arms, 
and  he  proved  every  where  vidborious.  He  then 
marched  at  the  head  of  his  forces  to  pay  a  vifit 
to  the  king  of  the  Deifies,  with  whom  he  entered 
into  an  alliance,  giving  him  his  fifter  in  marriage 
who  was  a  lady  of  great  beauty  and  virtue  -,  foon 

after 
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•  '*  Martough  Mac  Plann,  the 
kingof  Leinfter,  (fays  Keating,)  at- 
tempted to  obftru^  his  paHage,  and 
hinder  him  from  conda£iing  his 
troops  through  that  province.  This 
prince  was  of  a  mean  ferrile  difpo- 
fuxon,  and  confulted  more  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  Danes,  than  the  pro- 
fperity  of  his  native  country  ;  upon 
which  account  he  determined  to 
take  revenge  upon  the  army  of 
Mvaftcr,  and  vindicate  the  caufe  of 
thofe  foreigners  upon  the  brave 
Iriib,  by  cutting  off  their  retreftt, 
and  harrafling  them  in  their  marches, 
for  this  purpofe  he  fummoned  all 
the  fortes  under  his  command,  and 
refolved  to  lay  ambuflies  in  their  way, 
and  fall  upon  them  unprovided  for 
defence.  Bot  Ceallachan,  the  king 
of  Munfter,  having  timely  intelli- 
gence of  the  treachery  of  this  apof- 
tate  prince,  who  had  renounced  the 
love  of  his  conntry,  and  wanted  to 
betray  it  under -a  foreign  yoke,  pre- 
pared to  receive  him,  and  was  lb  in- 
cenfed  at  the  bafencfs  of  the  at- 
tcmpty  (bat  he  cobimanded  his  men 


to  give  no  quarter,  but  to  make  ex- 
amples of  thofe  perfidious  Irjfh  men, 
who  had  no  title  to  mercy,  and 
were  not  to  b^  treated  as  open 
and  honourable  enemies  ;  and  to 
raife  their  indignation  the  mon, 
he  declared  that  the  Danes  being 
of  another  country,  were  to  be 
ufed  as  the  laws  of  nations  dire^^, 
but  the  enemies  they  were  to  en- 
counter had  forfeited  the  commob 
and  eftabliHied  rights  of  mankiAd, 
and  theretore  they  were  to  be  hunt- 
ed down  as  robbers  or  beafts  of 
prey,  and  not  a  man  of  them  was 
to  be  fpared.  Thefc  fevere  in- 
jun£bions  and  refolutions  of  Ceal- 
lachan, were  carried  by  defertcra 
to  the  king  of  Lcinfter,  who 
dreading  the  refentmeut  of  the 
Momonians  flu/hcd  with  victory,  de- 
ftflcJ  from  his  cnterprize,  and,  with- 
drawing the  forces  of  his  province, 
retired  to  a  confiderable  diftance, 
and  left  the  army  of  Munfhrr  to 
profecute  their  journey  without  hin- 
draace  or  molcftation* 
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after  which  event,  though  he  had  lived  and  reigned 
in  trouble,  he  died  peaceably,  defcending  quietly 
to  his  grave,  full  of  glory  and  honour. — 

Feargna  fucccdeed  to  the  crown  of  Munfter,  on 
the  death  of  this  prince  ;  but  when  he  was  taken 
off  by  a  confpiracy,  Mahon  the  fon  of  that  Ken- 
nedy who  had  behaved  fo  worthily  to  Ceallachan, 
was  made  king  of  that  province  ; — that  prince 
had  two  brothers,  one  of  whom  was  called  Brian 
Bioroimhe  or  Borome,  who  was  afterwards  mo- 
narch of  Ireland,  and  was  one  of  the  greateft 
heroes  that  country  ever  produced,  as  will  be  feen 
in  the  fequel. — 

In  the  mean  time,  if  the  hiitory  has  dwelt  long 
on  the  affairs  of  a  provincial  king,  many  juft  rea- 
fons  may  be  affigned  for  it. — In  the  firft  place, 
the  great  figure  that  prince  makes  in  the  annals  of 
his  nation, — in  the.  fecond  place,  the  great  bar- 
rennefs  pf  other  authenticated  fafts,  during  the  pc- 
riods  of  his  reign ; — and  laftly  the  infignificancy,  to 
fay  no  worfe  of  the  Danilh  monarch  of  Ireland, 
wlio  ftill  fat  upon  the  throne,  at  the  accefllon  of 
Malion  to  the  government  of  Munfter.-— The  lat- 
ter though  a  prince  of  great  virtue  and  valour, 
ended  his  reign  and  life  by  a  confpiracy  of  his 
own  fubje£ts,  who  caufed  him  to  be  put  to  death, 
in  the  diftrift  known  by  the  name  of  Oeneachach. 
About  this  time  the  northern  provinces  refolved 
to  imitate  the  example  fet  them  by  the  Momo* 
^        nians,  and  to  extirpate  the  Danes  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Ulftcr.     To  this  purpofe  the  provincial 
troops  were  coUefted  together,  whom  Mortough, 
the  fon  of  Neil  commanded.— Thefe  attacked  the 
enemy  and  routed  them  with  great  flaughter.— 
Thefe  events  fo  intimidated  the  Danes,  who  yet 
remained  in  the  ifland,  that  they  were  glad  to  re- 
4inqui(h  all  thoughts  of  meeting  their  conquerors 
in  the  field,  and  to  reprcfs  that  fphit  of  cruelt)' 

and 
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and  injuftice,  for  which  when  ctowned  with  fuc* 
cefs  they  had  been  always  fo  remarkable.-^In 
ihort,  they  were  content  to  live  in  peace  apd  quiets 
nefs,  when  nothing  could  be  gotten  by  war  and  op« 
prdfion }  and  though  the  Irilh  did  not  avail  them« 
ielves  of  this  opportunity  to  exterminate  or  cf'- 
feduaily  reduce  them  to  fubjedion,  yet  they  could 
not  but  reap  the  fruits  of  this  Teeming  alteration 
in  the  difpofition  of  their  enemies,  while  they  did 
not  fufficiendy  confider  that  it  was  fuch  only  as 
the  fword  had  made. 

filoodfhed,  and  famine,  and  wide  wafting  war, 
are  doubtlefs  the  greateft  evils  that  the  human 
race  can  experience,  and  thofe  who  would  wifli 
a  prince  or  his  people  to  take  up  arms  where 
peace  can  be  prrierved  with  fafety  and  with  ho^ 
nour,  whatever  may  be  their  felfiih  ends,  what- 
ever may  be  their  fpecious  pretences,  are  cne^ 
mies  to  both  the  prince  and  people,  nay  more, 
they  are  enemies  to  mankind,  and  unworthy  of 
enjoying  the  benefits  of  living  in  a  civil  commu^^ 
nity  ; — but  where  a  cruel  and  oppreffive  enemy 
attempt  a  fettlement  in  a  kingdom  not  their  own } 
where  not  contented  with  a  peaceable  fettlement  in 
a  fertile  country,  they  repeatedly  fpread  devafta- 
tion  through  the  regions  they  pofTefled,  tyranized 
over  the  natives,  and  deluged  the  land  with 
blood,  that  prince  or  people  that  could  fit  down 
tamely  under  fuch  abufes,  and  not  chace  forth  the 
fpoilers,  when  Heaven  had  put  the  means  into 
their  power,  could  fcarcely  be  faid  to  defcrve  the 
liberties  they  were  fo  backward  to  defend. 
Shame  on  that  policy  which  teaches  princes  to  in« 
creafe  the  bulk  of  their  fubjefts,  either  by  a  num- 
ber of  enemies  or  of  flaves  ! — Shame  on  thofe 
mean,  felfiih  maxims  which  would  inculcate  the  ne* 
ceflity  of  receiving  a  fet  of  wandering  mifcreants 
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into  the  bofoni  of  a  commuoitjr  merely  on  accouitf 
of  riches  gained  by  {Hundbr,  oc  aacftablifhmciu 
obtained  through  force  or  fraud  t^  their  rapacious 
anceftors.  — 

Had  not  the  Iri(h,  as  a  modrra  writerjuftly 
obfcrvcs,  been  abandoned  by  the  ipiric  ot  wit 
dom,  and  facrificed  every  advantage  jsk  the  conr 
dnuance  of  their  private  animofities  ; .  indeed,  had 
they  not  entirely  loft  fight  of  their  own  intercfts^ 
this  was  one  of  thoTe.  opportunities  which  offered 
to  extirpate  thofe  deftroyers  root  and  branch  from 
the  kmgdom.-^But  perhaps  theoe  iveie  ibmc  then 
among  that  warlike  people,  who  conceived  a  oo^ 
tion  that  this  might  not  be  a  politic  itep,.  bfcauic 
the  Danes  underftood  foniething  of  commerce^ 
and  had  brought  with  them  fome  arts  which  the 
natiwc  Iiifli  did  not  know,  or  did  not  pnnftiie.— 
It  was  fucb  a  confideration  which  influenced  the 
Qritons  (but  with  more  feeming  reaibn)  after  many 
brave  ftruggie&  for  their  liberty,  at  length  to  ac- 
quieice  in  a  fubmiiTion  to  the  Roman  dominion.-^ 
'  And  that  poiitse  people  were  kind  enough  to  make 
abode  m  their  country  as  long  as  it  fuited  them ; 
to  draw  what  fupplies  they  could  from  thence  > 
to  take  away  the  flower  of  their  youth  to  ferve  in 
foreign  wars,  and  to  leave  the  country  defencelefs,  i 
prey  lo  the  next  invader.  Such  were  the  frviits,  fuch 
ever  will  they  be,  of  this  detefted  policy. — As 
for  the  Danes,  they  had  not  even  patience  enough 
to  wait  for  fuch  opportunities  of  bringing  the  na- 
tives of  Ireland  uncJcr  their  yoke ;  for  no  fooncr 
did  th  .y  receive  intelligence  of  any  fleet  of  theirs 
being  d^ftined  for  the  ifland,  than  they  were  up 
in  arms  in  all  quarters,  and  ready  to  give  the 
word  for  violence-  and  rapine  ;  whilft  their  love 
for.  plunder,  which  was  the  general  motive  to  all 
their  aftions,  was  fo  great  that  no  law  was  fo 
ftri<a,    no  obligation  fo'Cicred,  as  to  be  of  force " 

fufficicnt 


foflicJent  to  reftrain  them  from  it.  Lenity  in  any 
people  lovrards  fuch  a  fct  of  lavages. '*  muft'  Be 
cruelty  td  themfelves ;  and  this  indeed  experiencie 
had  rtiore  than  once  evinced  with  regard  to  the 
Dafies  "and  Eafterlihgs;  \he  remains  df  whoih 
were  ftiil  fuffel-ed  to  inHabit  Ireland.      * 

But  they  were  not   long  fatisfied  with  barclV 
inhabiting 'the  country  -for  no  fooner  did  a  frefh 
reinforcement  arrive  from  their  own  country,  than 
thcfe  wtetthes  began  to  difturb  the  jJublic  pcacfe 
again.     Whfer^ver  there  was  plunder  to  be  gotten/ 
they  fwarmed  thither  immediately. — A  fair  being 
held  at  Tailtean,  when'  the  merchants  came  there 
to  di(jx>fe  of  their  good^,    a  party  of 'thefe  rob- 
bers Having  intelligence  of  it,  immediately"  marched 
to  furprifc  them,  and  carry  off  their  effefts.— — 
but  when    the  tradefmen   were  apprized'  of  this 
tpeacherous  dcfign,  they  formed  the  noble  refolu* 
lion  of  uniting  all  in  one  body  to  defend  their 
property  -.-^Fbr  this  purpofc?,  they  quitted  the  fair, 
and  marched  in  quell  of  the  enemy,  who  little 
«pefting  fuch  an  attack,'  were  put  into  confufion  » 
at  the  firft  charge,  and  finally  defeated  with  thfe 
lofs  of  four  thoufand  men,   which  was  a  terrible 
check  and  difaprpointment  to  thefe  ravagers,  wh^i 
little  expefted  fo  gallant  an  oppofition  from  that 
quarter. 

Nof  ^as  that  all : — a  piece  of  treachery  like  this 
was  fttfficierit  to  roufe  the  Irilh  from  their  dream 
of  peace  and  tranquility,  and  to  put  them  upon 
^heir  guard  againft  their  infidious  guefts.  The 
people  of  Connaught  at  this  time  were  the  firft 
that  rofc  to  vengeance  upon  the  occafion,  and 
thefe  twice  defeated  the  enemy  ;  but  their  ill  fuc- 
cefs  only  inflamed  them  the  more ;  not  being  able 
at  that  time  to  face  the  Irlfh  in  the-  field,  they 
fprcad  thcmfelves  in  pillaging  parties  Over  thfc 
country^    burned,    plundered  and  deftro)'ed>  CJtr- 
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lying  on  their  old  piratical  war,  which  they  knew 
was  always  terrible  to  the  natives.  However,  at 
laft  the  men  of  Connaught  fell  upon  them, 
made  a  great  flaughter,  and  entirely  drove  them 
out  of  the  province. — AH  this  time,  Donogh  iat 
ftill  and  beheld  unmoved  the  mileries  of  his 
country^  —nor  do  we  find  that  he  fought  one 
battle  in  favour  of  his  fubje£ts,  though  there  is 
an  account  of  fome  he  fought  againft  them.  Af- 
ter a  reign  of  twenty- five  years,  he  expired  in- 
glorious, leaving  his  people  no  caufe  to  regret 
his  death. 

Harrafled  as  the  Irifh  were  by  the  Eafterlings, 
yet  thofe  were  not  the  only  foes  they  had  to  deal 
with.     The  Welch,   under  the  condud  of  their 
prince  Rodcric,  landed  in  their  country,  but  were 
repulfed  by  the  iflanders,  in  a  bloody  engagement, 
in  which  Roderic  himfelf  was  flain,  and  mod  of 
his  troops  cut  to  pieces. 
X.  D.        Congall,   tlic  Ion  of  Melmith,   of  the  race  of 
944«     Heremon,  next  aflumcd  the  monarchy,  who  aftcd 
cuflfi-uu.  ^jjj^    fpjrj^    againft    the  Danes,-   and    defeated 
them  in  a  OTeat  battle,  wherein  they  loft  no  leis 
than  feven  moufand  men. — Before  this  time,  Brian 
Boiromhe,   mentioned  above,  on  the  death  of  his 
brother  Mahon,  took  poflelfion  of  the  crown  of 
Munfter.     He  refolved  to  revenge  the  death  of 
the  former  prmce,  and  accordingly  made  war  upon 
the  king  of  Ocneachach,  whom  he  defeated  not* 
withftanding  the  latter  was  fupported  by  a  great 
body  of  Danes,  that  he  had   hired  for  the  pur- 
pofe.    The  king  of  the  Deifies  being  much  uif- 
plcafcd  with  this  ftep  of  Brian's,   was  the  next 
whom  he  was  obliged  to  engage.  *  That  prince 
entered  Munfter  and  began  to  lay  wafte  the  pro- 
vince, but  his  progrefs  was  quickly  checked  by 
the  Momonians,  at  whofe  head  Brian  attacked  and 
totally  routed  his  forces,  though  he  likewife  had 
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auxiliary  Danes  in  his  army.  The  flying  fbldicrs 
were  purfued  by  the  vrftors  into  the  town  of  Wa- 
terford,  which  they  plundered  and  burned  in  re- 
venge for  the  infults  they  had  received  from  the 
enemy. 

The  people  of  Leinfter,  who  were  ftrongly  con- 
federated with  the  Danes,  were  the  next  whom  the 
Momonian  king  routed  in  a  pitched  battle,  kill- 
ed five  thoufand  of  their  allied  army  on  the  fpot, 
and  forced  the  reft  to  fave  themfelves  by  a  pre- 
cipitate and  inglorious  flight. 

After  this  he  burned  Limerick,  and  carried  his 
arms  into  the  heart  of  the  province  of'  Leinfter, 
whofe  whole  force,  though  united  with  that  of  the 
Danes,  was  not  able  towithftand  his  martial  fury. 
Yet  rhefe  foreigners  though  frequently  defeated, 
always  had  meahs  to  recruit  their  forces  fufficiently 
to  diftrefs  the  natives.  The  truth  is,  that  they 
generally  found  Ibme  of  the  Irlfli,  cither  from 
private  interefts  or  peribnal  rcfentments,  ready  to 
aflift  them  in  their  undertakings.  Neverthelefs  we 
are  told,  that  they  quarrelled  about  this  time  with 
their  old  allies  ot  Leinfter,  and  engaging  them  in 
two  great  battles,  flew  the  provincial  king.  In  one 
of  thefc  adions,  the  primate  of  Ardmagh  is  faid  to 
have  given  his  afliftance  to  the  invaders.  In  the  . 
mean  time,  Brian  proceeded  with  his  yi&6riou» 
arms  every  where  to  attack  them,  and  happily  he 
was  rverv  where  viftorious. 

Malachy,  who  was  defcended  from  Flan  Sionn,  Mahchy  n: 
of  the  royal  race  of  Heremon,  fuccceding  to  the 
monarchy,  gave  tokens  early  in  his  reign  of  a  bet- 
ter difpohtion  to  relieve  his  country,  than  the  de- 
ceafed  Donogh  had  done.  In  the  battle  of  Ta- 
rah  he  defeat«l  the  foreigners,  who  left  five  thou- 
fand of  their  foldiers  dead  upon  the  field  of  bat- 
tle. In  confequence  of  this  viftory,  the  monarch 
joining  his  forces  with  thofe  of  Achy,  the  fon  of 
L  3  Ardgail, 
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Ardg^lr  who  for  thiity«five  years  had  n^  UU 
fter,  they  attacked  Dublin,  which  they  took  bv 
ftorm,  but  ncvcrthelefs  ufcd  their  viaory  with 
moderation,  and  did  not  give  up  the  town  to  be 
lacked  and  plundered  ;  but  propofed  certain  terms 
to  tlie  D^nes,  which  the  Utter  were  by  no  means 
in  a  condition  to  refuie.  The  principal  articles  in* 
fifted  upon  in  this  t(^e^ry  were  thefe.  That  the  van- 
quifhed  (hould  quit  all  their  conquefts  from  tho 
river  Shannon  to  the  fca  eaftward  \  and  that  they 
ihould  forbear  all  hoftilities  and  incurhons^into  the 
Jrilh  territories. 

But  certainly  all  the  Danes  were  not  bound  by 
this  treaty.-^i'And  indfc^  it  Ihould  feem  in  thi;» 
place,  (as  there  is  reaiqn  to  fufpeA  in  many 
others)  that  the  advantages  the  Iriih.gained  are  ra* 
ther  ex^gerated  by  their  own  hiftorians  ^  eUe  we 
(hould  not  he^r  of  thefe  foreigners  fo  foon  re* 
covering  from,  their  loiies,  even  where  they  bad 
Qot  cb^  means  of  recruiting  (hemfelves  from  their 
native  country. 

What  gives  a  particular  ftrength  to  this  con* 
je£^ure  in  the  prelent  inftance^  is  the  contradi6lory 
iu:cpu{it,  which  fome  of  the  Iri(h  writers  them- 
selves have  handed  down  to  us,  concerning  this 
.  Mala^^y,  monarch  of  Ireland.  Keat;ing,  in  par- 
pculju^i  afcer  haviAg  given  a  circumftantial  ac- 
cour^;  of  the  ^king  <xf  Dublin,  and  the  treaty 
above-mentioned,  and  morover  told  us.  two  fiories 
of  N^la^hy's  perfon^l  prowefs  exhibited  s^nfl; 
thq  Danes  in  fiflgk  combat,  inupediately  after- 
vmrds,  without  letting^  us  to  know  how  the  inva- 
ders fBcqvered  themtelvca  from  t^A  great  check 
they  h?d  fu0iered,  proceeds  to  give  a  terrible  ac- 
count of  the  danger  the  Irifii  were  in  of  being 
i;otaIly  fqbdued  by  them»  owing  to  the  remiffnefs 
oi  this  very  monarch.     His  wprds  are  thefe: 

•*  J^or 
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'*  Nor  w^  therfc  anf  ^rmce  in  thfe  iflund  who.^«*^"«' 
oppofed  tbde  infulEs  of  the  Daneis^  but  the  brave 
Briaa  Jferiroinibc,  king  of  Munfter.  This  re- 
Aownod  berOy.  with*  hts  ftout  Momonians,  was  al- 
ways raarmst  and  harraflfing  the  foreigners ;  which 
by  dcgicses .  humbled  their  infolence^  and  made 
them  leb  freqinent  in  their  incurlions.  And  this 
ftieccfs  nnd  induftry  of  the  king  of  Munfter  had 
lb  fixed  him  in  the  efteem  of  the  natives^  who 
owed  their  lives  and  liberties  to  his  protedtion» 
that  they:  made  an  asttetnpc  to  dethrone  the  king, 
of  Itelaodf  and  give  him  pofiefTKin  of  the  go*. 
Temment  in  his  room;  and  they  were  thje  more 
encouraged  in  this  dcfign^  becaufe  Malachy 
was  an  indolent.  ina£Uve  prince,  addifted  to  plea« 
fure  and  a  love  of  eafey  and  facrifkcd.the  happi« 
ncfe  of  his  country  to  hi$  own  private  dive^fw>ns  j 
and  the  peofde .  who  were  imn^ediately  under  hia 
authority^  bid  contrafted  a  fervik  habit  of  ^le«^ 
nefs,  from  the  example  of  the  court,  and  never 
difturbed  thepnfelves  with  oppofing  the  inr/)ads  o£ 
the  Danes,  or  calling  tioem  to^  an  account  for  their 
cruelties  md  oppreiTions. 

"  The  nobility  of  Munfter,  and  the  principal  in^ 
babitahts  of  the  province  .of  Cohnaught,  reflcct- 
iog  upon  the  diftrefled  and  melancholy  ftate  of 
their  ooisntry,  applied  t^emieives  to  Brian  Boij 
roinrifae  as  a  deliverer;  and  it  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  in  council  that  ambailadprs  (hould  be  fent 
to  Malachy,  the  king  .of  Ireland,  to  ftg^fy  to 
him  in  exprefs  terms,  that  he  was  unworthy  of 
the  gD^emment,  and  unfit  for  the.  pubHc  manaee^ 
menc  of  afiairs',  fmce  he  negkded  the  protedion 
of  his  fubjecls,  and  permitted  them,,  as  an  unccm-* 
cemed  fpe&ator,  to  be  oppreffed  by.  the  merci^ 
Icfs  Danes,  who  took  advancage  of  his  indolent  in* 
a&ivc  difpofidon,  to  deftroy  the  country  and  bring 
it  into  ftavery.  They  expoftulated  farther  with 
*  him, 
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and  u(ed  the  freedom  to  mfonn  him,  that  a  lung 
of  Ireland  who  had  at  heart  the  happinefe  of  his 
people,  would  never  fufier  the  infolent  attacks  of 
thefe  foreigners  to  pafs  unrevenged  as  he  did  : — 
that  the  brave  Brian  Boiroimhe  had  undertaken  the 
caufe  of  public  liberty,  and  to  repel  the  incur* 
fions  of  the  haughty  Dunes,  and  therefore  he  de- 
ferved  to  wear  the  crawn  of  Ireland,  who  knew 
how  to  defend  it  with  honour  to  himfelf,  and 
happineis  to  his  fubjeds.  In  the  end  thefe  am- 
balfadors  declared  they  had  commiflion  to  ac- 
quaint him,  that  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Muo- 
iter  defigned  to  dethrone  him,  and  therefore,  to 
prevent  bloodfhed  and  difturbance  they  adviibd  him 
to  redgn  of  his  own  accord,  and  to  retire  to  a 
private  life.  This  reprefenution  was  received  with 
the  utmoft  fcorn  and  indignation  by  the  king, 
who  abfolutely  refufed  to  comply,  and  knew  the 
value  of  a  crown  too  well  to  deliver  it  up  only 
for  afkinft.  He  likewife  refolved  to  enter  into 
treaty  with  the  nobility  of  Munfter,  who  defired 
to  meet  him,^  but  infifted  upon  his  right  of  poifef- 
0on,  which  he  determined  to  maintain  to  the  laft 
extremity.-^ 

The  whole  of  this  account  ieems  indeed  a  lit- 
tie  extraordinary ) — perhaps  what  followed  uponthb 
may  appear  no  lefs  fo  to  the  reader  (--^when  (not  to 
dwell  on  the  ftory  with  fo  much  prolixity  as 
Keadng  has  done)  he  is  informed  that  immediately 
receivmg  the  anfwer  above  recited,  Brian,  coUefting 
tc^ether  all  his  forces  marched  towards  Tarah, 
where  he  Tent  a  herald  to  offer  the  monarch  his 
choice  of  three  things  :*^-*£ither  to  refign  his 
crown,  as  had  been  before  demanded,  or  elfe  to 
meet  the  king  of  Munfter,  in  fingle  combat, 
or  at  the  head  of  his  forces;  if  he  refufed  to 
do  one  of  thefe,  Brian  gave  him  to  underftand, 
that  he   would  take  by  force,  what  the  other 

•would 
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would  not  refign  by  treaty.  Malachy,  it  (eems, 
anfwered  the  herald.  That  he  feared  not  to  meet 
the  Momomans  in  the  field  with  his  faithful  fub- 
jedb  ;  but  that.  as>  he  had  no  force  at  prefent  af- 
fembled,  he  could  not  pofiibly  do  fo,  unlefs  the 
king  of  Munfter  would  give  him  a  certain  time 
to  collect  his  powers,  during  which  interval  he 
would  fend  oieflengers  to  the  chiefs  that  owed  him 
homage  and  obedience,  declaring,  at  the  fame  time,< 
that  if  they  refufed  him,  he  (hould  not  deem  It 
fo  great  a  diigrace  for  him  to  refign  his  crown, 
as  for  them  to  forget  their  fealty. 

The  Irilh  writers  tell  us,  that  Brian  very  he* 
roically  (ccruinly  very  imprudently)  accorded  to 
thefe  propofals,  and  agreed  not  to  to  fuffer  his  ar- 
my to  IsLV  Meath  under  contribution  till  the  mo- 
narch's fate  was  by  this  method  determined. — In 
the  mean  time  Malachy  difpatched  meflengers  to 
the  provincial  princes  and  all  his  dependants ;  but 
far  the  greater  part  refufed  to  afilft  him,  and  fome 
to  their  refufal  added  reproaches  and  upbraidings, 
which  we  arc  not  particularly  informed  how  the 
man  that  had  once  conquered  Dublin,  and  laid 
the  Danes  under  a  tribute  could  deferve.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  after  much  confultation  with  his 
chiefs,  who  had  each  a  feparate  intereft  of  his 
own  to  attend  to,  and  none  of  whom  had  any  in* 
tendon  to  fupport  a  declining  monarch,  the  belt 
propo&l  that  was  made  to  him  being,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  one  half  bis  territories,  to  be  defended 
m  the  pofleflion  of  the  reft,  baffled,  difappointed, 
and  irrefolute,  he  was  at  laft  obliged  to  own  his 
ficuation  to  the  king  of  Munfter,  and  to  deliver 
up  a  fovercignity,  in  which,  for  fome  caufe  orJJfi^,**^j,j^ 
other,  his  fubjefts  dkl  not  chufe  to  fupport  him.    monarchy. 

If  the  monarchs  of  Ireland  deferved  to  be  de- 
pofed  for  not  being  able  to  deliver  their  peo- 
ple 
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pld  from  the  attacks  of  fordgners,  how  many 
befides  Malachy  meric^  that  fate!— *Nay,  how 
many  merited  a  worfe«  for  afiifting  thofe  invaders 
m  the  mifchiefi  they  brought  upon  their  unhappy 
country ! — ^Yet  thefe  reigned  for  a  &ries  of  years 
without  any  fuch  demand  having  been  made  ot 
even  fuggefted  to  them,  while  Mdacfay,  for  aught 
we  find  to  the  contrary,  was  dcpofed  for  not 
continuing  to'  carry  on  the  war  with  as  much 
fuccefs  as  he  had  begun  it  -,««-for  though  the  Irilh 
writers  are  pleafed  to  give  a  bad  chandrr  of 
him  about  the  time  of  his  beii^  depofed,  accufing 
him  of  indolence  and  ina&ivity,  yet  do  we  not 
iind  from  any  authentic  accounts  that  this  prince 
was  juflly  cenfured^  all  we  can  gather  is  that 
Brian  was  the  greater  hero,  and  thefefbre  in  a 
time  of  war  and  public  ralamitity  tlte  Irifli  pr&* 
ferred  him  for  hia  fpirit,  and  on  account  of  that 
iuccefs  which  they  obferved  conftandy  to  attend  on 
all  his  undertakings. 

It  is  no  new  thii^  to  find  a  muldtude  fickle 
and  wavering;  but  nothing  could  even  paUiate^ 
much  lefs  excufe,  this  ftep  taken  by  the  people 
of  Ireland,  except  the  confideration  laft  men* 
doned,  which  being  an  argument  arifing  from 
the  neceflicy  of  their  •affairs  had  doubtllefa  a  great 
weight  with  them;  yet  though  Malachy qukdy 
acquieiced  in  the  refi^nation  of  the  monarcbyj 
when  he  faw  himielij  deierted  by  thoie  from 
whom  he  expe<^ed  fupport,  he  bone  in  mind 
the  infult  then  oifered  to  his  regal  charader,  and 
fhewed  his  refentment  afterwards  ac  a  time  when 
their  all  was  at  ftake« 
^'IJhcf ""  ^"  ^^  refignation.of  Malachy,  Brian  Boirorofae 
was  proclaimed  monarch  of  Ireland,  and  crowned 
at  Tarah,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  his  pec^le. 
This  was  the  fecond  conteft  he  had  had  where  a 
kingdom  was  in  difpute.    He  had  formerly  had  a 

contcft 
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^conteit  for  tke  €f(^n  of  Muoflsrr ;  he  had  now  had 
3  much  ftrOflgtr  Pne  for  the  dominion  of  Ire- 
land.-^3eing  fycce&ful  in  both  thefe,  he  was  re- 
foJveti  tp  ihew  hi)  gratitude  to  the  people,  and  to 
prove  that  hp  w^^  not  unworthy  of  the  favour 
thty  h^  (hev^o  •hiiD.-^Ic  is  fcldom  that  ufurpers 
»&  iQ  well ;  but  the  Irifh  writers  have  not  chofen 
tp  CQiiftder  Tifhii  A$  fuch.  Let  him  be  what  he 
might  in  th^t  vefp^db,  it  is  certain  he  was  a  great 
iiero,  ai|d  a^  fUch  a  period  as  that  when  be  afcended 
the  throne^  h^.  mu^  confequently  bq  reckoned  a 
great  prinQ^, 

The  new  ixionftrcb  on  his  acceffion  beftowtd  li- 
teral prefects  ^r^  Mal^chy,  confrrming  him  in  his 
old  iaherkan<?e  of  Meath^  and  the  next  year 
received  tt^e  fuhmiflton  of  the  kings  of  Ulfter  and 
CoanaMghl,  ^n  order  to  ftfengthen  himfelf  in  his 
newly  acquired  fovereignty,  from  which  his  peo- 
ple cxpfitl^  tQ  date  the  sera  of  their  happtneis.— ^ 
Malachy  h^d  reigned  for  twenty-three  yeats,  and 
M  nctt  ^  i^ft  beQa  abk  to  rcprefs  the  incurfions 
of  the  Danca>  but  Briaa»  who  had  hitherto  been 
the  ^arell:  oppoler  of  their  depredations,  now  he 
had  aft^i^^  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  honour,  frern^ 
ed  refolved  to  complete  the  redxiftion  of  them.— - 
Bv)t  b^ore  I  proceed  to  relate  his  military  at- 
chievexnents,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice 
of  foQi^  of  the  remarkable,  great  and  learned  men 
who  flourifhj^  in  Ireland  after  Chriftianity  was 
pUnce^  there,  before  the  atriral  of  the  Danes  put 
B  checi^  C0  religion  and  learning,  and  forced  many 
of  thc:profefib03  of  it-  to  feek  their  fafety  in  fo; 
reign  <;ountries. 

Pa^IVng  over  Palladius  and  the  great  St.  Patriclc) 
of  wbQm  I  have  already  giveri  an  account,  I 
fiuU  here  go.  on  to  n^ention  a  few  of  the  moil 
noted  pcrfons.  tb^t  flouriihed  in  the  church  (which 
b  tbofe^  days  w^  thp  grear  icpofttory  of  thQ 

learning 
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leamins  of  the  times)  exfra&ing  my  accounts 
from  the  briefeft  and  moft  unprejudiced  writers. 

Colum  Cill,  or  Columb-Kill  was  bom  of  a  good 
family,  and  was  the  founder  of  a  monaftery  in  a 
forcft  called  the  Field  of  Oaks.  By  his  doftrinc 
and  good  example  he  converted  the  Pi6tifh  nation 
to  the  chriftian  faith,  and  while  he  continued  in 
that  country,  he  built  the  monaftery  lona,  called 
alfo  Huy  and  Y-Columkill  of  which  he  was  the 
firft  abbot,  and  which  was  the  burial  place  c^  the 
Scottifh  kings  ind  many  faints.  He  wrote  a  Ruk 
for  the  Monks  which  is  called  after  his  name,  the 
Life  of  St.  Patrick,  and  four  hymns. 

Bridget  was  bom  in  the  county  of  Louth: — Ihe 
lived  tor  the  moft  part  at  Kildare  in  a  nunnery  of 
her  own  ereftion,  of  which  ihe  was  the  abbefs,  ihe 
wrote  a  Rule  for  the  nuns  of  her  order,  and  a  Poem 
on  the  virtue  of  St,  Patrick,  and  feveral  other 
pieces^-— A  perpetual  fire  that  was  called  St.  Brid- 
get's was  confecrated  to  her  memory,  which  was 
kept  burning  till  the  thirteenth  century,  when  it 
was  extinguiihed  by  order  of  an  archbiihop. 

Congall  founded  the  monaftery  of  Bangor  near 
the  Eaftem  fea,  to  which  fuch  numbers  of  religious 
perfons  reforted  that  he  was  obliged  to  ereft  othen 
for  their  reception — He  wrote  Inftitutes  for  his 
monks,  the  Afts  of  St.  Columbe  and  fome  epiftles. 
— This  Congall  is  faid  to  have  had  three  thoufand 
monks  under  his  direction  at  one  time. 

Columba  was  born  at  Leiniler  about  the  feventh 
century.  His  fchool  education  being  complete  he  re- 
moved into  another  province  and  put  himlelf  uf)der 
Silenus,  with  whom  he  made  great  improvement. 
He  then  forfook  the  world  and  became  a  monk 
under  Congall  in  the  abby  of  Bangor.  But^  at  lafty 
tired  with  this  inadlive  life,  he  fet  out  with  twelve 
companions  on  his  travels,  with  a  defign  to  prc^a- 
gate  the  gofpcl  in  foi-eign  countries.   With  thefche 

paflld 
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pafled  over  firft  into  England  where  he  ftayed  fbme 
time  with  great  reputation.  Beii^  however  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  contefb  about  the  celebration  of 
Eafter,  and  the  ecelefiaftical  tonfure,  which  employ- 
ed the  religious  of  thofe  days,  he  went  with  his 
companions  into  Burgundy,  and,  fixing  on  an  old 
ruinous  caftle  for  their  refidence,  they  fitted  it  up 
and  there  pradifed  the  excrcifes  of  their  profefGon. 
In  the  fame  defert  he  found  another  old  caftle 
called  Luxeuil  and  his  difciples  encreafing  faft 
upon  him  he  converted  it  into  a  monaftery.  He 
built  another  at  Fontaine  and  fubje6ted  this  and 
the  firft  to  that  of  Luxeuil.  Hence  arofe  the 
original  of  priories,  which  being  founded  by  ab- 
bots became  fubjcdt  to  them«— After  travelling 
dirough  France  he  at  hft  fettled  near  Naples 
where  he  died— He  wrote  a  book  againft  the 
Arians,  feveral  treatifes  on  the  Pafchal  Controverfy, 
fome  epiftles,  letters,  &c.  and  was  a  perfon  of 
great  piety  and  learning. 

Biihop  Aidan  came  from  the  monaftery  at 
lona.  To  this  pious  prelate  is  owing  the  conver- 
fion  ot  the  Northumbrians.  He  governed  that 
church  for  near  feventeen  years,  and  fbUnded  fchools 
for  the  inftrudtion  of  men  and  children — He 
diffefed  from  the  church  of  Rome  in  keeping 
Eafter,  which  occafioned  Bede  to  obferve  in  his 
chara&er  of  him.  That  he  had  zeal  without  know- 
l^gc ;  yet  he  led  a  moft  holy  life,  as  the  fame 
hcSc  acknowledges — This  biftiop  governed  the 
church  of  Northumberland  above  fixteen  years, 
ere&ed  feveral  fdhools,  wrote  Commentaries  on 
the  Scriptures,  befides  feveral  fermons  and  ho- 
milies»  and  was  a  great  ornament  to  his  church 
and  nation. 

Finan,  a  native  of  Ireland  came  from  the  mo- 
naftery of  lona  >--he  fucceeded  Aidan,  his  country- 
man 
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msaii  in  tbe  fee  bf  H6iy  I  (land,  Acarth^  river 
Lindi^  in  the  kiogdom  of  Northumberland  :  he 
converted  Si^bett,  the  third  king  of  the  Eaft  Sax- 
onSf  and  many  of  the  court  of  Ofwy»  he  had  the 
fame  fuec^A  with^. a, prince  of  Mercia  and  his  at^ 
tendants«.  The  old  contfoverfy  about  Eafter  being 
ftiil  on  foot,  this  l^op  could  not  be  brought  to 
conf<;^f m  to  the  Roman*  cuftom  ^--^but  he  ^rote  a 
book  on  the  ancieiit  u&ge  ot  thrpafibver. 

Furfeus,.a  monk*  founded  three. monaftcrics  in 
his  native  country  of  Ireland  and: he  met  with  great 
fucccfs  among  difCi  inhabitants  of  £afi  Anglia.  He 
built  a  monandry  in.  Sufiblk,  .now  called  Burgh 
caftle^  whith.  was  largely  endowed  hy  the  kii^  of 
tint  £aft  Angles..  But  fome  commotions  arrfing  in 
this  ce^umry^  he  wgiititd  France  and  ere£ted  the 
monaftery  of  X/agny,  near  the  Simd^  and  abbey  of 
lona.  Ackufinto,  w:^  an  Iri&man^  fent  by  the  North 
$ritons  upon  fpmd  bulinefs  ta  the  Court  of  Alfred 
king  of  Northumberland,  he  was  mdde  a  convert  to 
the  oatholic  Eafte^;  and  on  his  .reirurn  home  encfea* 
voureJ  to  convince  his  monks  of  their  error, .  but 
foiled  in  the  attempt.  .  After  this,  he  returricd  to 
Ireland,  where,  in  a  little  time,  he  brought  over 
mod  of  them,  wIto  were  hot  in  ftibjeftbn  to  the 
rnonaftdry  of  Jona,  to  the  Roman  ouftom  of  keep- 
ing  Eafter.— Fluftied  with  this  fucccfs  he  went 
again  to  his  abbey  in  Nortb-Britain,  but  could  noc 
contrive  as  lopg.as  he  lived  ta  introduce  the  Ro« 
man  cuftom  into  the  houfe.  He  wrote'  the  lives 
of  Columb-Kill  and  that  of  the  Queen  of  tho 
tranks^  levei^al  Pocms^  a  dcfcription  of  the  Holy 
LaAdy  &c. 

Guthbert  was  the   fon  of  an  Irifh  chief:    he 

was   left  by   his   mother  in   the  abbey  of  MaiU 

rofe,  while  flie  went  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Rome. 

He  made  great  pcogrefs  in  his  ftudies,   and^  hav« 

.     .  ing 
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log  a  tafte  for  that  lore  of  life,  he  paflTcd 
through  thQ  offices  of  monk  and  prior  of  his 
convciu,  widiigreatjioaourv-r^ After  this  he.  weut 
to  live  a  folitary  life,  frooi  whicK  he  was  drag-^' 
ffd  to'  the  b^opric  of  Hpty  Ifland,  which 
his  fri^  &itta  quitted,  for.  hia,  and  was  him^ 
felf  tranfla{f4/  %9.  .Hexhami  But  in  two  years 
afcer,  he  quitt^4  \4K!.iT)itre  at>d  returned  to  his 
former^  fftlitode  in  the  ide  of^  Farn  where  hq 
ended. bi9  d|iys,  He  wrote  a  book  of  the  Or- 
ders of  the-  churxJi,  ^he  Precepts  of  a  regular 
life  and  Mopaftic  Inftitutes. 

.  Bdiiide^  ti^li^, .  in  the  feventh  cemury  flourilbe^ 
Colman,  a  monkpf  lona  :  he  fucceeded  Finan  ii^ 
the  fee  of  holy  iQand,  and  w^s,  faoioiis  for  his  con^ 
tefts  cdnccmir^g  the  time  of  obferving  Eafter ;  in 
wluch  thoic  on  ont  fide  .of  the  difpute  pretended  to 
follow  the  uftige  of  Sc  Peter^   and  thpfe  of  the 

otlver  fide,  that  oif  St.  John. The  ecclefiailical 

tonfure  was  another  controverted  point  in  thole  days, 
in  which  Colman  was  likewiie  concerned  i--^and 
king  Ofwy  by  who(e  comnund  the  fynod  was  held 
in  which  thefe- particular  matters,  were  debated, 
declaring  himfelf  in  favour  of  the  Roman  cuilom,, 
Coknan  threw  up  his  bilhopric  and  returned  ta 
Ireland  where  he  built  two  monaftrics.  He  wrote 
a  book  in  defence  of  his  own  opinion  relative  to  the. 
keeping  Eafter,  another  regarding  the  Ecclefiaftical. 
Tonfure,.  and  an.  exhortation  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Hebrides. 

Thcfc  were  feme  of  the  famous  men  who  flou- 
rifhed  in  the  earlier  perids  of  chriftianity  in  Ireland ; 
■but  the  reader  muft  not  be  furprifed  to  find, 
aloioft  all  thefe  concerned  in  cpntefts  about  trifle; 
and  comroverfial  writings,  the  fubjeAs  of  which,, 
would  do  no  honour  to  the  meaned  pen.  It  was  the^ 
faQiion  of  the  times  i  fo  both  the  hiflorian  and.his: 

readers 
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readers  muft  take  them  as  they  find  them ;  and  it 
is  befides  to  be  obferved,  that  it  was  from  fuch 
fources  as  thefe,  though  far  from  being  clear  and 
refined  ones,  that  many  great  nations  drew  firft,  as 
from  a  fountain-head  thofe  ftreams  of  learning 
which  afterwards  fo  copioufly  overfpread  the  weftern 
world.  If  we  credit  authentic  hKlorians^  Ireland 
had  a  great  porrion  to  herlelf  in  the  cmpirf  of 
letters. — It  was  thence  that  many  foreign  churches 
received  their  greateft  ornaments.  It  was  there 
too  that  our  own- Alfred  received  his  education; 
and  at  what  time  ibeyer  the  Irifli  gained  the  know* 
ledge  of  letters,  that  period  moft  certainly  was  an 
cany  one^  and -is  juftiy  fct  down  as  fuch  by  the 
writers  of  that  country. 

But  the  Danes,  as  has  been  obferved  before, 
ufcd  all  their  endeavours  to  deftroy  this  learning, 
and  root  out  fcience  from  among  them ;  nor  did  Ac 
Englifh  who  fucceeded  them  Iccm  to  favour  the 
growth  of  it  there  in  any  but  their  own-countrymen. 
AH  the  records  or  remembrances  of  antiquity  among 
the  Irifli,  they  were  likewife  certainly  enemies  to,  as 
wilhing  to  make  them  as  much  as  pofllblc,  forget 
their  ancient  laws,  cuftoms,  and  origin,  in  order  that 
they  might  the  more  readily  be  induced  to  fubmit 

to  the  ordinances  of  the  new  fetttlers. Circum- 

ttances  that  may  in  feme  meafure  account  tor  tlie 
fcarcity  of  authentic  relations  in  regard  to  ancient 
affairs,  in  a  nation  that  is  faid  to  have  taken  fx> 
much  pains  to  prcfcrve  them. 

The  ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  as  *Warncr  ob- 
ferves,  were  Icfs  famous  for  men  of  learning  and 
eminence  than  the  preceding  ones,  on  account  of 
the  Danilh  invafion ;  the  following  names  how- 
ever  ftand  recorded^  -as  making  fome  figure  in  the 
rebublic  of  letters,  even  in  thofe  times  of  confu- 
fion.  ... 

Clement 


JNf  i  S  T  6  R  Y    OF    i  R  E  L  A  N  tr.        i6% 

Qcmcnt  aild  Albin,  who  went  to  France,  and 
were  in  high  favour  with  Charles  the  Great.  ' 

Claude,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  lived  in  the 
beginning  of  the  ninth  centuryi  whom  the  wars 
obliged  to  fdrfake  his  country.  .  He  wrote  a  Com- 
qientary  on  the  Patriarchs,  the  books  of  Joftiua, 
Judges  and  the  Pfalms ;  as  alfo  on  the  Gofpel 
of  St.  Matthew,  and  St.  Paul's  Epiftlcs. 

John  Rrigna  was  likewife  born  in  Ireland;  ani 
driven  about  by  the  wars.  Some  fay  he  came 
over  to  England,  arid  afliftcd  in  reftoring  learn- 
ing in  Oxford,  in  the  reign  of  king  Alfred.— 
He  wrote  and  tranflated  many  books  in  divers 
languages,  arid  was  much  rcfpcfted  for  his  ex- 
tenhve  knowledge  and  learning. 

N(Jr  muft  Cormac  Mac  Cuillenari,  the  famous 
Archbifhop  of  Cafhell,  and  king  of  Miinlter,  b^ 
omitted,  who  fettled  the  pfalter  of  Cafhell;  and 
of  whom  fo  mtich  his  -been  faid  already  in  this 
hiftory.     He  flouriflied  in  the  tenth  cientury. 

Arid^herc  it  is  to  be  obferSred,  that  the  princes 
of  the  Niallian  race  generally  .  gave  as  much  en- 
couragement to  religion  and  learning,  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  timfes  would  admit  them  to  do-  and 
in  the  courfe  of  the  ecciefiaftical  controverfies 
behaved  with  wifdom  and  moderation.  Had  they 
Ji^ed  iri  happier  days;  truth  and  fclerice  might 
have .  floiirilhcd  linder  their  aufpices^  becaufe 
having  Icfs  occafion  to  ad  the  part  of  heroes^ 
they  might  have  had  more  opportunity  of  dif- 
playing  the  virtues  of  humanity.  Btit  peace  was 
not  given  in  their  time,  arid  it  was  to  Brian  Boi- 
roimhc  that  the  glory  of  chaclng  forth  the  fpoil- 
trs  of  libcny  arid  learning;  was  refcrved,  and 
with  his  blood  ptirchafirtg  the  blcflings  of  free- 
dom to  his  country. 

Though  the   general  voice   had  approved  tljie 

elfftion  of  this  prince,  yet  there  were  not  wanting 

^  Vol.  I.  M  among 
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among  thefc  petty  princes  fomc  malecontcnts, 
who  though  they  had  not  oppofed  him  by  opeh 
force,  yet  denied  to  acknowledge  him  as  monarch. 
Brian,  who  was  brave,  vigilant,  and  indefatigable, 
fent  his  fort  againft  fome  of  tKefe,  who  met  with 
fuccefs  in  his  expedition  :-^igainft  otiiers,  he  went 
in  perfon ;  but  whilft  he  was  thus  bufted,  a  party 
of  the  Danes  began  to  plunder  the  lands  of 
Ulfter,  whilft  anothci'  party  landed  on  the  coafts 
of  Munftcr,  burned  Cork,  and  being  joined  by 
fome  of  the  people^  of  Leinfter,  entered  Meath, 
in  which  kingdom  they  made  terrible  havock  and 
devaftation,  but,  Mortogh,  the  fon  of  Brian, 
meeting  thefe  laft,  while  they  were  thus  employed^ 
fell  upon  them  with  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, took  the  Danilh  king  and  his  fon  by  ftra- 
tagem,  and  caufing  them  to  be  put  to  death  j  har- 
rafling  and  diftrcfling  the  Danes  and  the  men  cf 
Lemftcr,  cvt n  to  the  very  gates  of  Dublin. 

When  the  monarch  had  chaftifed  the  Danes 
and  fixed  himfelf  in  the  polTcfllon  of  his  king- 
dom, he  next  began,  as  the  Irifli  writers  fay,  to 
dircft  his  attention  towards  the  eftablifliment  of 
religion,  and  the  arts  of  peace  amongft  his  fub- 
jefts.  He  firft  confirmed  his  nobles  and  chief  men 
in  their  rights,  and  beftowed  fuch  favours  upon 
them  as  he  rightly  judged  would  fecure  him 
■  their  aflFeciions,  and  be  the  means  of  rendering  his 
.  fovereignty  permanent.  He  next  rebuilt  and 
repail^d  thofe  churches  and  public  edifices  which 
•  the  fury  of  the  Danes  had  either  over- 
thrown or  disfigured  and  difmantled,  and,  fum- 
moning  all  the  clergy  together,  collected  every 
where  thofe  revenues  of  the  church  which  had 
been  facrilegioufly  feized,  and  delivered  them  in- 
to the  hands  of  the  minifters,  reftoring  them  to 
their  feveral  claims  and  offices,  putting  them  upon 

die 
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the  fame  footing  as  they  wel-e  before  the  domeftic 
troubles  had  difturbed  and  altered  them. 

Befides  repairing  the  fchools  ruined  by  tho 
Danes,  and  every  where  giving  orders  fjr  ftudents 
to  be  fought  out  to  fill  tlieai  with,  he  iikcwife 
credlcd  many  new  feminaries  of  education  for  the' 
increafe  of  fcience  and  ufefui  knowledge  in  his 
country. 

He  beftowed  upon  the  native  Irjfh  whatever 
he  recovered  from  the  Danes,  by  whicli  means 
the  commons  were  enriched  and  obliged.  He 
caufcd  new  roads  and  caufeways  to  be  made,  in 
order  to  conned:  the  different  parts  of  the  king- 
do'n  ;  artd  erected  bridges  over  rivers,  before  only 
paflable  by  fords;  and  what  was  (till  of  rtorfe 
C^nleqaence,  taking  example  by  the  policy  of  the 
Danes,  he  erefted  many  caltles  and  fortified  places, 
in  which  he  kept  garrilbns  that  might  be  a  {c- 
curity  againft  a  foreign  enemy.  This  prince  is 
faid  by  his  laws  and  ordinances  to  Have  kept  fuch 
good  order  in  his  kingdom,  thac  a  beautitul  lady 
might  travel  through  the  kingdom,  in  the  richcfl: 
attire,  and  with  a  quantity  of  gold  and  jewels 
about  her,  without  datnage  cither  to  her  honour 
or  her  property  *. 

.King  Brian  kept  his  court  at  Ceann  Coradh,  itt 

Munftcr,  where  he*had  thirteen  fortified  palaces, 

and  lived  in  a  dignity  and  fplcndour  bcrcoming  fo 

great  a  prince,  whole  revenues  and  tributes  could 

M  2  Welt 


•  Keating  rays,  this  experiment  quotes  the  autliority  of '  an  ancient 
«ras  abfjlutely  tried  in  the  perToti  In/h  poet.  But  frj^  rhe  natar;.'  or 
•t  i  yoiDj  i.<dy,  who  traveled  in  the  iff.j'.r,  this  ftory  fcfi.i?  rathjr  an 
th5sm?npT,  froTi  the  northern  to  cmbclhftimcnt,  inteidei  ro  do  bo- 
th? fouthera  end  of  »he  kingbm  j  nour  to  the  wifdjo  aid  jjftice  of 
bnrg  nthly  apparillcd,  and  »>24ring  Bria'.i,  than  an  hi  loricil  .ccount  of 
*  uand,  at  the  end  of  which  was  any  ihing  that  sct'i.ilJy  h^/pwi^d  i« 
«  '#.ua»lc   ring  ;     for    which   he  the  rci^u  of  that  (>riiK«« 
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well  fupport  his  grandeur  *,  and  whofe  noble  fpirit 
loaded  his  faithful  minifters  and  officers  with  wealth 
and  honour,  though  he  fecmed  particularly  fond  of 
diftinguifl)ing  the  "brave  tribe  ot  the  Dalgais,  who 
alone  were  permitted,  to  wear  arms  in  hh  prc- 
'fcnce. 

Having  every  where  cftablKhcd  good  order  in 
his  dominions^  the  Irifii  began  to  tafte  the  blcfr 
fin^s^ol  peace  and  plenty,  where  the  tranquility  of 
the  ifland  was  interrupted  by  a  breach  as  extra- 
ordinary as  it  was  unexpeded,  if  we  nKiy  believe 
the  writers  of  Irifh  hiftory,  who  tell  the  ftory  in 
the  following  manner. 
Kcititif:,  Brian  Boiroimhe^  fay  they,  being  eftablifhed  in 
Warner,&c.})js*Jtii,gjQi,^^  and  having  fettled- the  affairs  of  his 

fabjefts 


•  *^  The  iiUct  of  His  refidcnre, 
^ays  Keatih^,  was  Ceano  Coradh, 
v.4ie:re  hif  retinue  w^rcbecomiirg  the 
majdly  of  an  I(i/h  monarcfci,  abd 
whither  the  three  provinces  of  the 
illand  brou{;ht  thrir  fut^fidiet  and 
tuiitrihutioAS,  whkh  were  v^  ry  large, 
t*  defi-ay  the  expences  of  bis  royml 
court,  beftdis  I  he  conftant  revenue 
vrhich  arofc  from  sht  two  provinces 
of  Munfter^  and  was  paid  yearly  in- 
to his  errhcqucr.  An  account  of 
thefe  ftarticulars  is  (ranfmiued  tb 
us  by  a  celebrated  poet  and  anti- 
quary in-  a  poem,  the  writes,  of 
%irhich  evpr^fsly  relates  the  conftant 
tribute  btnh  pf  provifion  and  other 
neceil'arics,  that  was  paid  not  only 
*  by  the  two  provinces  of  Munftcr, 
fcut  by  the  other  three  provinces 
of  the  ifland,  The  partlcolart  arc 
fpecificd  in  the  following  order  : — 
Two  thotifand,  fix  hundred,  and 
fevcnty  beeves,  one  thoufand,  three 
hundred  and  fcventy  bogs,  one 
hundred  and  eighty  loads  ur  tons  ot' 
iron,  three  hiir^dred  and  twenty- 
five  hogfKeads  or  pipes  of  red  wine, 
and  one  hundred  and  Afty  pipes  of 
ether  wines  of  various  forts,  and 
five  hundred  msntlcs.  Ar.d  thefe 
annual  tributes,  appointed  for  the 
uTc  and  fervicc  of  the  crown,  were 
bid  by  public  laws  upon  the  fcveral 


cotyntnes  of  the  iflaa4»  and  in  the 
fotlowiifg  proportion.-*'£'ght  hvn- 
dttd  cows,  and  eig^t  hundred  \\fp 
were  fixed  opoo  the  province  o: 
Connaught,  and  appotiftjcd  to  H 
fpent  annually  upon  the  (u^  ^J\ 
of  Nov^eraber;  five  Iwhdrcd  civ\2'>-> 
or  mantles,  and  five  hundred  co\*s 
were  to  be  fupplted  from  the  county 
of  Tyrroiinel  ;  fixty  hogs.  ai»«i 
fifty  loads  or  tons  of  iron  vas  tl)^ 
yearly  tribute  of  the  inhabitants  ct" 
T^r  Hugoanj  one  hundred  aodiift^ 
cows,  and  one  hundred  and  fittr 
bogs  were  to  be  paid  by  the  dia 
Rughruidhe,  in  the  provinct  c^ 
Uli^r ;  one*  hundred  and  fixty  ^^ 
was  the  contribution  of  the  (lirgi- 
aHacl^s  j  thr?s  hnndrcd  beeves,  thtf 
hundred  ho^s,  and  thrcQ  hundred 
loads  or  tons  of  iron,  were  ut  be 
p;ii/  by  the  province  of  Lcin^  i 
fixty  beeves,  fixty  hogs,  and  fix7 
loads  or  tons  6f  iron,  were  f*v- 
vidcd  by  the  people  of  Oflbry  j  ore 
hundred  and  fifty  pipes  or  hogibe-^ 
•  of  wine  was  the*  proportion  cf  tb? 
Datics,  vho  inhabited  the  city  c^ 
Dublin  i  and  three  hundred  ifn 
fixty -five  pipes  or^hogOieads  w*  f^^ 
wine  was  the  yearly  tribute  di- 
manded  from  the  Danes  of  Lime- 
riclu 
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fubjeds,   as  well  as  his  own  revenues  to  his  mind» 
rdolved  to  build  fome  ftout  veffels,  whereby  he 
might  put  the  navy  of  Ireland  upon  a  reljpecla- 
ble  footing,  a  refolution  from  which  none  could 
have  prefagcd  without  being  endued  with  the  ab« 
folute  fpirit  of  prophecy,    that  any  evil   conle- 
quences   could  poflibly  nave  arifcn.     But  it  hap- 
pened that  the  monarch  on  this  occafion  fent  to  ^ 
the  king  of  Leinfter,  to  defire  he  would  let  him 
have  three  of  the  largeft   mafts   that  could   be 
found  in    his  territories.     The  provincial  prince 
in  order    to  oblige  him,    ordered    three  of  the 
tailed  and  ftateliefl:  trees  in  his  foreft,  that  were  ' 
fit  for  the  purpofe,  to  be  cut  down,  in  order  to 
fend  them  to  the  court  of  Brian.     Three  different 
tribes  being  chofen  to  take  charge  of  thefe  maftsg' 
a  difpute  arofe  between  them  in  a  narrow  way, 
which  of  the  tliree  fhould  have  precedency.— 
The  king,  who  was  prefent,  hearing  the  cccafion 
of  this  difpute,  very  unwifcly,  fuddcnly  difn-iounted, 
^nd  declaring  in  favour  of  one  of  the  tribes,  for- 
getting his  kingly  dignity,  ruflied  into  the  midft 
of  the  crowd,    and   by  force  laying  hold  of  the 
mad  that  was  borne  by  his  favourite  tribe,  helped 
to  carry  it  on  his   fkoulders  with  them,  like  a 
common' labourer,  in  order  to  do  them  honour. 
But  in  the  ftruggle,  the  filver  button  which  fi^f- 
tencd  his  mantle  flew  off,  a  circumftance  M(hich, 
as  trifling  as  it  might  feem  in.  itielf,  we  are  af- 
fured  by  hiftorians  was  attended  witl^  the'  moft 
fatal  confequences  to  a  whole  people. 

When  the  king  of  Leinfter  had  fettled  this  dif^^ 
pute,  he,  and  bis  retinue  proceeded  with  all  con- 
venient expedition  oa  their  journey.  ,  Being  ar- 
rived at  the  court  of  the  mbnarchj»  this  prince 
was  received  by  Brian  with  great  courtely,  and^ 
afterwards  was  admitted  to  fee  the  queen,^  who 
was  his  fitter.  According  to  the  fimplicity  of 
•  M  ^  ily)fc 
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thofc  days,  ilic  king  of  Leinftcr  bcfought  her  to 
fix  a  nf  w  buttun  on  his  mantle,  at  the  lame  time 
relating  how  he  had  lotl  that  which  tallened  it 
before,  in  bearing  upon  his  Ihoulder  one  of  the 
marts  dellincd  tor  her  hi-fl^and,  the  king  of  Ire- 
land, as  a  teflimony  of  the  relue(5k  and  obedience 
that  he  owed  him.  The  queen,  wjio  was  a  wo- 
man ot  a  hi^:h  fpirit,  could  not  bear  this  fub- 
^ifllve  behaviour  in  one  of  her  own  famik, 
though  it  was  H^ewn  to  her  hufband,  whofe  ho- 
nour, if  fhe  had  confidtred  rightly,  ftie  ihould 
have  deemed  her  o>vn :  but  giving  way  to  female 
refcniment,  fhe  reproached  the  kmg  of  Leinfter 
with  his  abjeft  meannefs  of  fpirit,  and  like  a  true 
yirago,  threw  his  mantle  jnto  the  fire,  which  aftion 
enkintiled  a  flame  in  his  breaft  that  norhing 
but  the  bed  blood  in  Ireland  proved  afterwards 
fufficicnt  to  extinguifli.  Maolniorda  was  a  very 
weak  man,  and  weak  men  are  generally  hurried 
from  one  extreme  to  another.  If  he  had  before 
demeaned  himfelf  too  fervilcly  in  ti.e  affair  of  the 
maft,  he  was  now  meditating  how  to  wipe  off  the 
ilain  his  fifter  perfuaded  him  he  had  caft  on  his 
honour  by  that  adion,  and  with  a  heart  fwelling 
with  arrogancep  relplved  to  fcck  fome  occafion  of 
affronting  ihe  monarch  or  his  family,  as  the  means 
of  fnewing  that  fpirit  and  courage  which  his  fif- 
ter had  upbraided  him  with  dc|j;enerating  from. 

The  next  day,  entering  an  apartment  in  the  pa- 
lace, where  Mortough  the  fon  of  Brian,  and  Dun- 
can the  Ion  of  Cohuing,  were  engaged  in  a  game 
at  chefs,  he  advifed  Duncan  to  make  a  move 
which  occafioned  him  to  win  the  game.  This 
being  very  unfair  in  a  looker  on,  raifed  the  rc- 
fentment  of  the  prince  of  Ireland,  who,  in  his  an- 
ger, told  Maolmorda,  *'  That  as  it  was  owing  to 
his  advice  that  Duncan  how  won  the  game  of 
chefs,  fo  he  ought  to  remember,    it  was  owing 

•r       *  alio 
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alfo  to  the  fame  advice  that  his  friends  the  Danes 
loft  the  battle  of  Glcad  Madhma.  On  this  the 
king  of  Leinfter,  who  oi^ly  waited  for  fome 
occafion  of  offence,  replied  with  as  rpiich  ftcri- 
mony  as  n^alice,  "  That  if  by  his  advice  the 
Danes  had  fufFered  a  defeat,  he  knew  alfo  how 
to  put  then)  in  a  way  of  fully  repairing  that  lofs, 
and  taking  vengeance  on  him  and  his  father  the 
king  of  Ireland."  To  which  the  prjnce  replied, 
**  Thofe  invaders  had  been  fo  often  chaftifed  by  his 
father  that  there  was  little  occafion  to  fear  any  at* 
tempt  they  could  make  in  fqtur^,  pven  though 
the  king  of  Leinfter  himfelf  fhould  undertake 
to  command  them/*  This  contemptuous  anfwer, 
which  Madlmorda  had  fo  raftily  drawn  from  the 
prince,  fo  much  inflamed  his  anger,  that  he  im- 
mediately quitted  the  apartmept  and  Ihut  himfrlf 
up  in  his  chamber,  where  he  remained  fecluded 
from  the  court,  till  the  next  mornings  and  theix 
haftened  away,  without  taking  any  leave,  left, 
having  laid  his  Tcheme  of  revenge,  he  (hould 
chance  by  any  means  to  be  prevented  from  putting 
it  in  execution. 

In  the  mean  time,  Brian^  who  was  entirely  ig- 
norant of  what  had  pafled,  was  not  a  little  fur- 
prifcd  at  the  abrupt  departure  of  hisgucft;  but 
when  he  received  an  intimation  of  the  caufe  of 
it,  he  r^folved  to  try  if  poflible  to  induce  hiqi 
to  return,  and  make  up  the  breach  between 
them  before  it  gre\y  any  wider.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  therefore,  he  difpatched  a  herald  after  him, 
to  requeft  his  prefence  at  coiirt,  and  to  ftiew  his  ' 
willingnefs  to  renew  their  amity,  by  the  fame  he- 
rald he  fent  a  rich  prefent  which  he  had  pro- 
vided on  purpofe  for  him,  previoufly  to  his  af-* 
rival  in  Munftcr.  But  Maolmorda,  either  from 
a  fufpicion  common  to  the  guilty,  or  conftruing 
this  gen-roficy  as  the  mean  efjbift  of  fear  in  the 
^J  4  monarchy 
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monarch,  returned  this  civility  by  cruelly  ftriking 
over  the  head  with  a  ftick  the  innocent  perfoa 
who  cfelivered  the  meflage  and  prefent  in  iuch  a 
planner  that  he  made  a  frafture  on  his  Ikull.-r- 
This  unhappy  man  was  conveyed  back  to  courc 
on  a  litter,  where  the  treatment  he  had  re- 
ceived being  made  public,  the  monarch  was 
on  all  fides  folicited  to  refent  it,  and  to  fend  a 
body  qf  troops  in  purfuit  of  the  provincial  king, 
who  might  bring  him  back  by  force,  and  maloc 
him  in  pcrfon  anfwcr  for  this,  his  fcandalous^be- 
^aviour. 

If  Brian  had  taken  their  advice  he  would  not 
only  thereby  have  fupported  his  own  regal  dig- 
nity properly,  buf  he  would  alfo  have  prevented 
thofe  evils  whjch  the  wicked  Maolmorda  after- 
wards  brought  upon  the  country  ;    and  ^\\  this 
might  have  been  done  without  proceeding  to  ex- 
tremities, fince  the  king  of  Leinftcr  being  once 
m  his  power,  and  his  paffion  having  time  to  cool 
might  have  been  brought  tp  relinquilh  hii  evil 
defigns,  or  more  eafily  prevented  from  compleat- 
ing  them.    But  the  ,monarch  in  this  cafe  aScd 
more  like  a  hero  than  a  prince  -,  he  was  impru- 
clent  enough  to  rejeft  this  falutary  advic'e  of  his 
officers,  and  told  thern  with  an  air  of  fuperiority, 
'that  he  needed  not  to  take  fuch  meafures  to  re- 
yenge  the  affront  received  from  the  king  of  Lein- 
fter,  fince  he  was  able  to  chaftife  him  even  at  his 
own  doors.     This  anfwer  being  fuitable  enough 
to  flatter  a  warlike  people,  for  the  prefent  quieted 
their  fury  j  and  by  this  falfe  ftep  in  politics  Maol- 
morda efcaped  fafe  to  Leinfter,  where  he  imme- 
diately fet  hiinfelf  about  realizing  thofe  miichicfs 
which  he  already  enjoyed  in  idea. 
'   As  the  Danes,  though  vanquilhed  every  where 
by  the  viftorious  arms  of  Brian,,  were  permitted 
•  to 
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to  inhabit  fcveral  fea-port  towns,  in  confequencc  of 
that  erroneous  policy  which  I  have  before  takeq 
notice  of,  namely,  that  Ireland  might  be  bene* 
iited  by  their  trade  and  commerce,  fo  thefe  were 
flili  as  ready. as  ever  to  take  up  the  old  caufe  of 
their  countrymen^  and  the  king  of  Leinfter  took 
occafion,  as  if  on  their  account,  to  fend  for  aid  to 
the  king  of  Ctenmark/  in  behalf,  as  he  faid,  of 
the  opprefled  Danes  in  Ireland,  who  groaned  un- 
der the  tyranny  of  the  monarch.— The  Danifh 
king  was  ready  enough  to  comply  with  this  fo- 
jicitation,  in  confequencc  of  which  he  fent  two 
of  his  fons  at  the  head  of  twelve  thoufand  chofen 
men,  to  the  afliftance  of  the  provincial  prince, 
who  had  no  fooner  received  this  aid,  than  he  fent 
a  challenge  to  king  Brian,  to  meet  him  at'  the 
head  of.  his  troops,  and  give  him  battle  at  4 
place  called  Clontarf. 

If  the  monarch  was  apprlfcd  of  the  menaces 
of  Maolmorda,  we  do  not  findxhat  he  ever  cxpefted 
him  to  be  bafe  enough  to  put  them  into  a£tual 
execution.— —Therefore  he  and  his  whole  court 
were  amazed  at  this  challenge,  and  all  Ireland  wasi 
alarmed  at  the  denunciation  of  a  war,  which  mud 
once  more  put  their  lives  and  liberties  upon  a 
hazard.  But  as  6rian  was  not  a  man  to  be 
frightened,  he  accepted  the  challenge  without  hc- 
litation,  and  immediately  began  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  encountering  the  haughty  enemy. 

The  monarch  was  now  arrived  at  an  advanced 
age,  but  he  had  three  fons  that  were  young  and  ac^ 
tive,  and  thefc  were  refolved  tp  diftinguiih  them* 
fcl  ves,  in  particular  Mortough,  who  had  agreat  fliare 
in  the  caufe  to  which  the  kihg  of  . Leinfter  attri- 
buted the  rife  of  this  war  ;  and  he  was  pitched 
upon  to  command  the  army,  which  was  princi* 
pally   ftrcngthencd    by  the  provincial  troops  of 

Munfter 
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Munfter,  and  of  Connaught,  and  increafed  by  the 
afliftance  of  fcveral  warlike  clans,  whofe  chiefs 
voluntarily  led  forth  their  men,  and  offered  their 
fervice  at  this  intricate  time  to  their  aged  monarch 
and  their  country. 

Among  the  reft  carac  the  old  depoied  fovc- 
reign,  Malachy,  ftill*  king  of  Meath.  Making  a 
fhew  as  if  he  would  afliit  Brian,  he  muftered  all 
the  forces  of  his  kingdom,  and  with  them  joined 
the  Irifti  army,  which  was  become  by  this  time 
£  very  refpecflable  body,  and  marched  with  the 
greateft  firmnefs  and  refolution  to  meet  their  foeS| 
who  waited  for  them  at  the  place  appointed. 

But  the  great  age  of  the  monarch,  who  was 
now  above  fcurfcore,  fendering  it  improper  for 
him  to  appear  in  the  aftion,  he  was  perfuaded  by 
his  fons  to  retire  to  his  tent,  while  they  com- 
manded the  troops,  which  were  drawn  up  un? 
dcr  his  diredlion,  and  fupplied  his  place  in  the 
field  of  battle,  who  had  fo  often  led  them 
on  to  viftory.  Brian  now  quitting  the  army» 
commended  them  to  ;heir  fortune,  and  taking  leave 
of  thofe  with  reluftance  whom  he  was  fated  never 
more  to  behold. 

At  his  departure  the  fignal  was  given  for  the 
battle  ;  but  no  fooner  did  the  trumpets  found 
than  the  deceitful  Malachy  inftantly  feparated  his 
forces  from'  the  main  body  of  the  army,  and,  re- 
tiring to  a  convenient  diftance,  ftood  a  calm  fpcc- 
tator  of  the  engagement.  This  prince,  though 
he  had  peaceably  fuffered  a  fubjeftion  to  the 
dominion  of  Brian,  had  yet  never  forgiven  him, 
nor  any  of  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  depo- 
fing  him ;  and  this  was  the  time  when  he  chofc 
to  fhew  his  refentment,  by  an  aftion  doubtlcfs  the 
moft  blameable  of  any  for  which  he  'Was  ccn- 
fured,  and  which  was  certainly  mieant  to  produce 
the  overthrow  of  the  whole  IrifKarmy. 

But 
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But  happily  this  did  not  anfwer  his  expefta- 
tions,  for  the  troops  led  on  by  the  monarch's 
fon,  were  animated  with  fuch  an  heroic  ardour, 
as  his  bafe  defertian  could  not  damp.  They  re- 
membered whom  they  were  to  encounter  ;  they 
remembered  alio  that  they  were  .fighting  for  their 
liberties.  They  charged  the  Danes  with  their  old 
martial  tury,  Thefe  ftood  thp  firft  fhock  with 
fteadinefs,  and  returned  the  charge  with  vigour  j 
bat  the,  Irifh  were  immoveable,;  none  quitted 
their  polls,  and  when  one  man  fell,  his  place  was 
inltanrly  fupplied  by  another.  Thus  after  the 
charge  given  and  received  with  amazing  impetu- 
ofity,  both  armies  ftood 'firm  and  unbroken. — 
Then  was  the  fight  renewed  on  both  fides  with 
the  greatcft  Ikill  and  courage,  victory  for  a  long 
time  being  doubtful,  till,  after  a  moft  bloody  con- 
teil,  the  warlike  fpiric  of  the  Irilh  prevailed  in 
the  caufc  of  their  good  old  monarch,  and  of  li- 
berty.— The  Danes  gave  way,  they  were  broken, 
and  being  pufiied  with  vigour,  at  length  they 
were  turnecj  to  flight;  the  army  of  Leinller  fick- 
ened  at  the  fight; — when  thofeon  whom  they  had 
placed  their  chief  dcpendance  gave  way,  they 
Itood  no  longer ;-— a  general  rout  enfued,  and 
clear  viftory,  though  moft  dearly  purchafed,  re- 
mained with  the  In'ih  army. 

Among  the  flain,  on  the  Danifh  part,  were  the 
fons  of  the  king  of  Denmark,  and  the  chief  In- 
habitants of  their  fettlement  in  Dublin,  with  above 
four  thoufand  common  foldiers. —  On  the  part,  of 
Leinfter  were  flain  Maolmorda,  author  of  the 
war,  with  the  principal  of  his  nobility,  and  three 
thoufand,  feven  hundred  of  his  forces,  who  fell 
the  vidims  of  his  pride  and  implacable  refcnt* 
nitnt. 

But  if  the  lofs  of  the  vanquifhed  was  gre.^t, 
the  victors  had  likcwife  caufc  to  mourn, — Befides 

four 
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four  thoufand  of  their  beft  troops  flaughtcrcd* 
they  loft  their  general  Mortough,  who  was  treach- 
eroufly  flain  by  one  of  the  Danifh  princes,  that 
lying  wounded  on  the  field  of  battje,  intreaed 
his  afliftance,  which  when  the  generous  warrior 
difmounted  to  grant  him,  the  infidious  Dane  fud* 
denly  ftabbed  him  to  the  heart.  But  what  was 
ftill  more  afFeiling  to  thq  Irifh,  was  the  lofs  of 
their  monarch,  who  had  io  often  taugl^t  them  how 
to  conquer,  and  who  now  fell,  not  on  the  field  of 
battle,  where  he  hod- ^f ten  me^  death  in  its  moft 
terrible  form?,  but  perifhed  becaufe  he  was  not 
able  to  prefide  over  the  bufinefs  of  that  dreadful 
day. 

The  good  old  king  having,  as  before-mcndoncd 
retreated  at  the  inftance  oF  his  fons  to  his  tent, 
there  waited  with  anxiety  the  fortune  of  the  bat- 
-  tie.  When  viftory  had, declared  itfelf  againft 
the  Danes,  and  the  perfidious  monarch  of  Lein- 
fter, — when  every  thing  feemed  to  favour  thefcaufc 
of  liberty  and  juftice,  it  was  then  that  this  great 
and  heroic  prince  met  his  fate,  and  expired  on  the 
very  eve  of  his  triumph  :  for  a  party  of  the  fly- 
ing Danes,  commanded  by  one  Bruadar,  pafTing 
by  tne  monarch's  pavilion  in  their  flight,  when 
they  underftood  to  whom  it  belonged,  entered  it 
and  finding  Brian  unguarded,  inftantly  fell  upon 
him  and  flew  him  :  but,  expeditioys  as  they  i^ere 
in  this  their  devilifh  revenge,  they  were  not  quick 
enough  to  fave  themfclves  from  the  punifliment 
which  fuch  a  murder  defervcd  i  for  the  Irifti 
guards,  who  were  not  far  diftant  from,  them  when 
they  entered,  came  up,  and  finding  their  monarch 
killed,  immediately  cut  the  aflaflins  to  pieces,  fa- 
crificing  them  to  the  manes  of  their  beloved  king 
and  general. 

Such  Was  the  end  of  this  dreadful  war,  com- 
menced by  a  weak  prince,  merely  to  gratify  his  owix 
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implacable  temper,  at  the  expencc  of  the  lives  of 
thoufands,  and  the  manifeft  hazard  of  the  freedom 
of  his  country,  in  which  he  defervedly  fell  him- 
felf,  accompanied  by  the  chief  of  thofc  foreign  and 
domcftic  enemies  to  the  peace  of  htland,  who 
had  the  leading  of  thel'e  adverfe  powers.  Hap- 
py had  his  own  or  theirs  been  the  beft  blood  fhed 
upon  this  occafion  I — But  here  fell  the  hopes  of  a 
tv'hole  country,  two  of  the  braveft  ,of  princes,  little 
dcferving  of  the  fate  they  fuffered,  and  whofe  fall 
muft  be  confidered  as  the  worft  of  evils  to  their 
fufFcring  country.  Neverthelefs  they  fell  covered 
with  laurels,  whilft  the  Danes  and  the  troops  of 
Lcinfter,  retired,  covered  with  fhame  and  fruitlefs 
Wounds,  to  deplore  at  once  their  crimes  and  their  ' 
misfortunes,  and  without  the  leaft  gleam  either  of 
hope  or  virtue  to  comfort  them  from  a  confciouC- 
ncls  that  their  caufe  was  juft,  or  that  they  had 
fought  to  free  their  country  from  oppreffion,  ot 
to  anfwer  any  good  or  virtuous  end  ^hatfover. 

Brian  Boiroimlie,  who  was  thus  murdered  by 
the  Danes,  was  then  in  the  eighty  eighth  year  of 
his  age,  being  feventy-fix  when  he  became  mo- 
narch of  Ireland ; — elefted^  as  we  have  feen, 
by  the  ftates  ;  nor  is  there  any  proof  in  hiftory 
that  the  plan  for  raifing  him  to  that  dignity  was 
confequent  to  apy  propofal  firft  made  on  his  part; 
and  there  are  few  who  would  not  have  aftcd  as 
he  did^  if  they  had  the  fame  invitation  ;  not- 
withftanding,  as  has  been  obferved  before,  Mala<> 
chy  was  deprived  of  his  right  by  this  proceeding, 
and  that  feemingly  without  any  adequate  reafoR 
for  fuch  a  depriviation. 

Whatever  judgement  men  might  form  in  regard 
to  Brian's  manner  of  obtaining  the  monarchy,  it 
is  certain  no  man  knew  better  how  to  fupport  its 
dignity,  and  to  defend  the  crown  lie  wore.    In  war 

he. 
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he  was  an  acknowledged  hero,  and  befides  pa- 
tronifed  religion,  learning,  and  the  arts  of  peace. 
—He  encouraged  the  bifhops  and  clergy,  twas 
eafy  of  accefs  to  all  thofe  who  could. propofe  any 
thing  for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  and  was 
as  mild  and  fweet  in  his  private  convcrfation  as  he 
was  fierce  and  terrible  in  war.  He  had  command- 
ed in  about  twenty  engagements  with  the  Danes,  in 
all  which  he  was  fuccefsful,  before  this  fatal  bat- 
tle of  Clontarf,  where  his  fons  gained  the  vicboryi 
and  where  hp  loft  his  life: 

After  the  fight  was  ended^  the  Irifh  army  fepa- 
rated  •,  the  forces  of  ConnaugJit  departing  by  the 
neareft  road  to  their  oW;i  country,  whilft  the  Mo- 
monians  returned,  under  the  com  n.  arid  of  Donogh, 
one  of  the  furvivipg  fons  of  Brian  ;  but  as  they 
were  proceeding  on  cheir  march,  the  difpute-coh- 
cerning  the  akcrnr.te  fuccefTion  ordained  by  OUioI 
Olum,  was  again  revived  between  the  tribe  of 
Dalgais  and*  the  Eugenians. — 1  he  princes  of  the 
latter  race  now  feparated  their  forces  frotn  thofc 
of  the  former,  and  fcnt  a  meflage  to  Do- 
nogh,  (who  till  then  had  ltd  all  the  troops  of 
Munfter)  laying  claim  to  ihc  crown  of  that  pro- 
vince on  the  principle  above-mentioned,  which 
they  thought  rcafon  fufficicnt  for  them  to  demand 
•  of  the  fon  of  Brian  at  this  critical  time,  a  formal 
renunciation  of  his  right  of  fucceflion  in  that  pro- 
vince, for  which  they  expefted  holtages  to  be  given, 
alledging  that  his  father  and  uncle  had  violated 
.the  ordmance  of  their  great  anceftor,  by  fuccecd- 
ing  each  other,  inftead  of  obferving  the  alternate 
claim  of  the  pAigcnian  family. 

To  this  riieflage  Donogh  replied  with  great  firm- 
nefs,  **  That  the  fubmifTion  paid  to  his  uncle  and 
fathcr^  was  only  extorted  by  force,  and  that  they 
had  attained- the  fovereignty  of  their  province 
rather   by  their  valour  in  taking  it  out  of  the 

hands 
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hands  of  the  Danes,  than  by  any  cftablifhcd  pre- 
fcriptive  law  whatfover.— And  he. farther  added 
with  great  contempt^  *'  That  they  might  be  fure 
he  would  keep  what  came  to  him  by  defcenr, 
and  what  they  never  durft  have  difputed  his 
claim  to,  if  they  had  not  taken  a  mean  advan- 
tage of  the  fituation  of  his  affairs  ;  for  that  if 
the  brave  tribe  he  commanded  had  not  fuffered 
fo  much  at  Clontarf,  inftcad  of  giving  hoftages 
for  his  renunciation  of  the  crown  of  Munftcr,  . 
he  would  have  chaftil'ed  them  for  their  difobe- 
dicnce  in  milking  fo  bold  a  demand,  and  would 
have  obliged  them  to  give  hoftages  for  their  loy- 
alty, and  better  behaviour  for  the  future.  After 
he  had  difpatched  the  meffcng'.^r  with  this  an- 
fwer,  he  made  his  troops  acquainted  with  the 
whole  proceeding,  who  highly  approved  his  con- 
dudt,  and  immediately  ran  to  arms.  But  as  there 
were  numbers  of  fick  and  wounded  among  them,, 
it  was  firft  refolved  that  thefe  Ihould  be  lodged  for 
fecurity  in  a  fort  at  a  little  diftance,  with  a  fuf- 
ficicnt  guard,  while  the  reft  might  engage  the 
Eugenians,  who  were  full  three  times  their  num- 
ber.— But  this  the  fick  and  wounded  could  by  no 
means  be  prevailed  upon  to  agree  to :  they  were 
all  determined  not  to  be  feparated  from  their  be- 
loved general  and  their  brave  companions  of  the 
war,  therefore  tenting  their  wounds  with  mofs, 
they  began  to  brandifli  their,  weapons,  and  pre- 
pare for  the  fight  j  a  circumftance  which  ftruck 
the  enemy  with  fo  much  terror  and  aftonilhment, 
that  they  inftantly  withdrew  their  forces,  and  fuf- 
fered  Donogh  with  his  tribe  of  the  Dalgais  to  * 
purfue  their  way  home  unmolefted. 

But  in  their  route  this  valiant  tribe  met  ano- 
ther obftacle  of  the  fame  nature,  from  the  oppo- 
fition  that  they  were  threatened  with  by  Mac  Gilly 
Patrick,    king  cf  Offory,   who  prefumcd  to  in- 

fult 
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fult  them  in  their  diftrefs,  under  the  pretence  of 
demanding  hoftages  that  they  would  commit  no 
outrages,  before  he  let  them  march  through  his 
territories^  which  if  they  refufed,  he  declared  he 
vould  meet  them  in  the  field.     It  feems  the  whole 
intent  of  this  proceeding  was  not  really  to  fccurc 
the  fafcty  or  property  of  his  fubjeds,  but  rather 
to  provoke   Donogh   to  engage   in  an  unequal 
fighr,  as  this  mean  prince  kept  in  remembrance 
fome  inconveniencies  his  family  had  fuftaincd  from 
Brian,    who    had  made  his  father  prifoner^  and 
flain  many  of  his  fubjcfts.     Seeing  therefore  how 
much  DoQOgh's  fate  was  reduced  fince  the  bat' 
tie  of  Clontarf,  he  refolved  to  take  advantage  of 
the  fituation  of  the  Dalgais,  whom  he  now  con- 
fidered  as  unable  to  refift  his  arms.   'But  Don<^h 
knowing  the  bravery  of  the  hardy  veterans  he 
commanded,  aofwered  the  meffenger,  "  That  he  was 
furpriled  at  his  balenefs  in  thus  taking  advantage 
of  his  diftrefs  i  and  that  he  looked  upon  it  as 
the  greateft  misfortune  that  ever  happened  to  him 
to  be  thus  fubjeA  to  the  infults  of  a  man  whom 
he  had  ever  defpiied  ;  but,  that,  notwithdanding 
the  king  of  OflTory  had  been  cowardly  enough  to  bid 
him  defiance,  at  a  time  when  his  troops  were  wearied 
by  a  long  journey^   yet    he    would  accept  the 
challenge,  and  made  no  doubt  but  that  he  (hould 
be  able  by  the  afliftance  of  his  brave  folio wers; 
to  make  the  fender  repent  of  his  malicious  inten- 
tions.    The  herald  hearing  Donogh  talk  in  fuch 
terms,  took  upon  him  to  reprefcnt  to  the  prince 
the  imprudence  of  his  refolution,  confidering  the 
inequality  between  the  two  afmies  5   bi3t  he  was 
told,  that  he  oUght  not  to  interfere^  and  moreover 
given  to  underftand,    that  if  the  law  of  nations 
had  not  preferved  his  perfoh  intiolate,  he  ihoulJ 
have  had  his  tongue  cut  out  for  his  inlblence.    Do- 
nOsh  then  difmiifcd  him  frorti  his  pretence  ^ith  a 

ftria 
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ftrift  command  to  tell  his  mafter,  that  he  yfovld 
iight  him  as  long  as  he  had  a  fiingle  man^efc  to 
fupport  his  caufe*  '  t  - 

Having  returned  this  fpirited  anfwer  to  the  king 
of  Offory^   Dohogh  again  propofed  to  his  men 
die  leparating  the  lick  and  wounded  from  the  ar-« 
my;  but  thde  again  •^refufed  it,^  holding  a  friendly 
and  affedting  conteft  with  their  genera^  and  beg-^ 
gcd  mofb  eagerly  that  they  might  be  allowed  to^ 
fiiarc  the  honour  prthc  ruin  of  the  day,  and  to 
triumph  or  die  with  their  companions.    It  was  ia 
vain  that  the  prince  rcprefcnteii  to  them  their  ina- 
bility to-  fuftain  the  charge,  ^nd  yev^n  the  incum- 
brance they  would  be  to  the  found  and  Withy 
troops.     As  to  the  firft  argument,,  they  declared 
thcmfclvcs  refolved  •on  vi&ory  or  death  \    and  to 
obviate  the  fecond,  they  propoied^  method  fcarcely 
to  be  paralleled  in  hiftory,  Mrhich  was  that  of  driving 
a  fuiiicienc  number  of  (takes  into  the  earth,    to 
which  the  wounded  who  WiCre   fcarcely  able  to 
ftand  ihould  be  tied,   with  an  effective  man  on 
tidier  hand  :— *By  this  fcheme  thefe  fatigued  and 
nianglcd    foldiers    having   their  arms  at   liberty 
:Tiight  form  a  kind  of  rampart  againft  the  enemy, 
on  one  hand,  whilft,   on  the  other,  they  would 
mark  the  ground,  from  which  the  reft  of  the  ar- 
my would  be  afhamed  to  recede,  as  their  retreat 
from  thence  muft  prove  certam  deftruftion  to  their 
brave  difabled  companions. 

Having  -overcome  their  general  in  this  tender 
ftruggle,  he  caufcd  the  troops  to  be  put  in  bat- 
tle array ;  ^nd  thefe  more  than  heroes  were  juft 
going  to  be  placed  according  to  their  defire,  when 
the  king  of  OflTory's  troops  came  in  fight,  who 
widi  aftonilhment  beheld  the  ftrong  preparation 
for  the  engagement.  But  no  fooner  did  they  per- 
ceive what  end  it  was  intended  to  anfwer,  than 
one  and  all  laid  down  their  weapons^  and  refufcd 

Vol.  1.  N  to 
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to  enter  upon  the  defpcrate  coinbat  •,  which  when 
Mac  Gilly  Patrick  found  it  was  impoffible  to  pcr- 
fuadc  them  to,  after  upbr^ding  them  with  cow- 
ardice, arid  giving  vent  to  a  fruidefs  pafiion,  he 
withdrew  his  army  from  the  field,  very  much  mor- 
tified ; — yet  he  refolved  to  harrafs  them  in  thdr 
inarch  with  flying  parties,  which  refolution  he  fo 
far  efixjfted,  as  to  cut  off  many  of  thefe  brave 
foldiers  in  their  retreat,  (which  fomewhac  relembled 
that  of  the  Greeks  from  Pcrfia^  called  the  retreat 
of  the  ten  thoufand)  fo  that  afier  their  lofs  ai 
the  battle  of  Ciontarf,  and  the  injury  they  re- 
ceived from  hiy  mean  refentment,  of  alt  this  mar- 
lial  tribe  not  above  eight  hundred  and  fifty  re- 
turned fefe  into  their  own  country. 
•  Surely*  it:  muft  fill  every  generous  reader  ^di 
Sftonifliment  and  indignation  to  fee  what  pains  ihc 
Irifti  took  by  their  ovhi  inteftine  divifions  todc- 
ftroy  as  much  as  poffible  the  fruits  of  aU  their  vifto- 
ries,  and  to  find  how  unworthily  they  treated 
the  braveft  tribe  among  them  who  had  lb  great 
a  fhare  in  gaining  the  field  at  Ciontarf,  which  was 
ias  memorable  an  adion  as  moil  that  have  been 
recorded   in  hiftory  ♦.    Inttead   of  paying  thcfe 

valiant 

:    *  There.  Is  a  parage  nentioned  dHlance  tlun  the  breadth  of  %  f^- 

Jby  Keaiing,  extra^^ed  from  a  letter  low  ticldand  aditchj  when  thepow* 

faid  to  bfe  fent  to  Colnun,  by  Ma-  erful armies  eogAged,  ajulgn!>p'e«io 

lachy,  king  of  Meath,  who  with-  .dofe  fight.  U  w^s  drcadfoi  to  bebcU 

draw  his  forces  on  that  fata!   day,*  how  the  fwords  glittered  over  thfif 

containing  a  defcription  of  the  but-  heads  beiagfiiuck  with  the  fua'siaj*? 

tic  of  which  he  was  an  eye-witoWs,  which  gave  tlicm  the  appearance  ai 

and  which,  I  have  hete  fubjoined,  a  numerous    flock    of   white  fn* 

•an  order  to  give   the  reader  fome  gulls,     Aying    in    the    air*    ^^ 

.    idea  of  that  defperate  engagement.  ilrokes   were  fo    mighty,  and  the 

'"  I  never,  fays  he,  beheld  with  my  fury  of  the  combatants  fo  tenible, 

«yes  {noT  in  hiiftory,.)  an  accouat  of  a  that  great  ^ua^tittes  of  fasir  con  cr 

iharper.and  bloodier  fight  than  this  cut  off  from  their  heads,  by  their 

mefnbV?.ble  af^ion !   Nor  if  an  ah-  ftiarp  weapons,    was  driven  ftf  off 

-gd  from  Heaven  would  defceBd  and  by  the  wind,  and  their  fpesn  ^ 

^rclntc    the    circum(tances     of     it,  battle-axes  were  fu  encumbcreJ  with 

could  you  without  difficulty  be  in-  hair,  ccnrented  together  with  dotted 

duced  to  give  credit  to  it  :  I  with-  bjuod,  that  it  was  fcarcely  poffihk  » 

drew  my  troops  unfier  my  command,  clear  or  bring  them  to  their  forfflS' 

mnd  was  no  oiherwife  concerned  than  briglAtoels, 
a  fpe^ator ;-«-!  ftood  at  na  greates 
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Valiant  men  the  honours  they  juftly  merited  as 
deliverers  of  their  country,  inftcad  of  receiving 
them  every  where  with  fliouts  of  joy  and  ap- 
plaufe,  we  find  them  worried  like  Wild  beafls,  and 
purfued  with  all  the  virulence  of  malice,  even  to 
their  own  country,  whilft  not  a  fingle  town  of 
dillria  (cems  willing  to  rife  in  their  defence,  oir 
to  cover  their  retreat,  a  body  of  men  that  was 
headed  by  a  fon  of  their  beloved  monarch,  a  va- 
liant band  yet  red  with  thofe  painful  wounds 
they  had  received  in  refcuing  their  *  country  front 
ruin.  Would  not  one  imagine  that  the  whold 
land  had  been  in  league  with  the  Danes  ;  or 
would  not  one  conclude  that  they  had  renounced 
all  alliance  with  humanity?  Can*  any  man  read 
thcfe  accounts  and  wonder  that  the  Irifh  were  fo 
often  harrafled  and  at  laft  fubdued  by  foreign 
powers  ?  Is  it  not  much  more  furprifing  that  they 
were  not  fooner  conquered,  arid  that  they  did  not 
bow  their  necks  to  the  moft  abjeft  (lavery. 

It  is  vain  for  a  people  to  boafl:  of  their  high 
fpirit,  and  to  tell  us  *'  That  they  delight  in  war,*'  if 
they  will  not  fuffcr  that  fpirit  to  be  guided  by 
reafon,  if  they  do  not  conduft  their  wars  with 
fpmc  regard  to  the  rules  of  prudence  and  of  juf- 
tice.  But  the  character  of  the  Irifh  nation,  when 
taken  colleftively,  feems  to  have  borne  but  too 
ftriking  a  tcfemblancc  to  that  of  one  of  the  chiefs 
mentioned  in  the  firft  book  of  this  hiftory,  * 
whofe  warlike  tnthufiafm  was  lb  great  that  he 
made  ho  fiiftinftion  between  friends  and  foes  on 
N  a  the 

*  Lt3{ad  L*g»,  who  aifiHed  C^er-  m'ght  othervrife  do  him  a  mirchief, 

R^'m  the  foil  of  An,  in  the  recorety  and   the  event  was   anfwerable  to 

*'  the  monarchy,    but   whofe  un-  his  expe^ation  ;   for,  prefenting  the 

Ir.fiki  fury  in  the  time  of  action,  fuppofed  monarch    with  the    head 

t'  «e  may  b^Heve  hiftorians,  Wat  of  his  enemy,  whom  he  had  (l^in^ 

ftitK   thii  Comuc  dreffcd  hit  fcr-  he  threw  it  at  him -with  fuch  vio- 

^''t  19  bis  own  habitj  in  ordeir  to  lence,  that   it  fractured    his  Ikallj 

^Mtivc  him,  fwt2&(    (he  warrior  aod  killed  h^  on  the  fpoti 
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the  day  of  battle. — It  is  owing  to  this  ungovcmcd 
fpirit,  and  to  their  rooted 'diflikc  of  difciplinc 
and  command,  that,  in  much  later  periods  than 
thofe  I  am  now  fpeaking  of,  all  Europchas with 
furprizc  beheld  the  Iriih  when  poffeffed  of  great 
advantages,  foiled  in  their  own  land  ;  whilft  thofe 
of  their  countrymen  who  were  incorporated  in 
the  troops  of  foreign  nations  have  been  ever  the 
greatcft  fupport  of  the  armies  in  which  they 
lerved,  and  have  been  juftly  acknowled^  as 
fomc  of  the  beft  officers  and  foldiers  in  the 
world. — For  abroad  thefe  warriors  arc  generally 
ready  to  unite  hand  and  heart  (laying  afidc  all  dif- 
tinclion)  for  the  honour  of  their  country,  and  for 
the  benefit  of  the  prince  they  fcrve,  whilft  at 
home  they  have  been  ever  fplit  into  parties  and 
faftions,  and  being  ever  ready  to  difputc  with  their 
friends,  have  often  fallen  a  prey  to  their  ene- 
mies.—Abroad  they  could  have  no  pretence  in  rea- 
fon  to  refufe  fubmifTion  to  eftabliflied  rules  and 
ordinances,  bvit  at  home  they  were  too  impatient 
of  controul  to  fuffer  that  fuperiority  of  command, 
which  it  is  always  neceflary  for  a  king  to  have 
over  his  fubjefts,  antl  perhaps  ftill  more  fo  for  a 
general  to  cxercife  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and 
which  alone  cdn  infure  good  order  in  a  ftate,  or 
vidory  to  a  courageous  army. 
A.  D.  Bur,  to  return  to  the  hiftory. — After  the  fatal 
-liii^  battle  of  Clontarf,  it  (lands  recorded  that  the  de- 
Jeftw^df  pofed  Malac^hy  reaflumed  the  character  of  mo- 
narch by  free  confent  and  eledtion  of  the  ftates  af- 
fembled. — A  remarkable  inftance  this  of  fickle- 
nefs  and  want  of  judgement.  Malachy  had  been 
depofed — becaufc  he  was  Tiot  able  to  defend  his 
country  againft  the  invaders.  He  was  reftorcd— 
becaufe  he  was  not  willing  todofo; — becaufehe 
had  taken    meafiires   to  telray  it.     Surely  that 

maxim. 
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maxim,  That  the  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of 
Godj  failed  here ;  for  inftead  of  afting  according 
to  the  dictates  of  Heaven,  the  whole  Irilh  nation 
afted  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  honour  and  of 
common  prudence. 

Yet  it  mufl:  be  owned  that  the  monarch  thus 
reftored,    took  fome  fteps  to  recommend  himfelf 
to  popular  favour  -,  and  indeed  his  behaviour  was 
better  than  their  folly  in  refpeft  to  him  deferved. 
It  is  not  always  that  fuccefs  attends  upon  pru- 
dence ;  fomething  indeed  muft  neceffarily  be  left 
to  Fortune,  but  thofe  who  leave  the  leaft  to  her, 
moft  certjunly  adt  the  wifeft  part.— To  proceed, — 
Malachy  marched  to  Dublin,  which  he  took,  de- 
ftroyed  the  inhabitants,  and  gave  the  town  up  tQ 
plunder. — But  if  Malachy  thus  revenged  the  com- 
mon caufe  upon  the  Danes,   it  appears  that  he 
likcwife  carried  devaftation  throggh  the  provinces 
to  gratify  fome   private  refcntment  of  his  o^n 
which  we  do  not  find  accounted  for^     Indeed  after 
the  death  of  Brian  and  the  dilperflon  of  his  ar- 
my, all  was  one  fcene  of  confufion  through  the 
ifland.     The  relations  given  us  of  the  ungoverned 
fpirit  which  now  once  again  broke  out  among  the 
Irifli,  are  fhocking  -, — ^we  read  of  nothing  in  this 
period  but  of  one  prince  or  chief  rifing  up  againft 
another,    and    the    deftruftion  of  their  innocent 
fubjcfts  by  fire  and  fword.     In  the  midft  of  all 
this,  the  yet  remaining  Danes  willing  to  have  their 
(hare  in  any  {)lunder,  which  was  likely  to  be  got, 
made  an  attempt  againft  the  fucceeding  king  of 
Leinfter,  who  fell  in  the  conteft ;  but  his  imme- 
diate fucccffor,  in  revenge  for  this  outrage,  fo  to- 
tally defeated  them,  that  he  put  a  final  period  to 
thdr    ftrength    and  intereft  in  Ireland.      While 
ihefe  things  were  paffing,  Malachy  died  a  natural 
deadi,  with  whom,  ftriftly  fpeaking,  the  Irifh  mo- 
narchy expired,  for  though  feveral  princes  of  the 
N  3  different 
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different  provinces  aflumcd  the  title  of  monarch, 
yet  their  claims  were  fo  much  contefted,  and  their 
power  fo  limited^  that  they  can  be  confidcred  only 
nominally  as  fuch,  a  circumftance  which  doubdds 
prepared  the  way  for  a  revolution  fo  totally  dif- 
ferent from  any  yet  mentioned,  that  it  entirely 
changed  the  face  of  affairs,  and  finally  overthrew 
(he  government. 

Various  are  the  accounts  we  have  of  Donogh, 
^fter  his  return  to   Munfter.     But,  on  a  compa- 
rifon  of  all  thefe,  I  am  inclined  to  judge  with  a 
modern  writer,  that  Teig,  who  was  the  eldeft  fon 
of  Brian,    having  been  made  away    with  by  the 
|nen  of   flly  O'Carrol,   and  Donogh  being  with 
fomc  reafon  fufpefted  of  the  murder  of  his  bro- 
ther,   could   not  yet  fucceed    in  his  attempt  of 
featin^  himfelf  upon  his  father's  throne,  and  find- 
ing his  own  tribe  of   the  Dalgais  too  weak  to 
iupport  him  by  force  of  arms,  if  they  approved 
his  prctenfions,  he  quitted  the  kingdom,  and  with 
fome    of  his  followers  went  over   to  Germany, 
where  he  became  the  emperor's  general,  and  com- 
manded   in  his    wars,    diftinguifliing  himfelf  by 
his  great  military  fkill  and  courage.     From  thence 
returning  after  a  long  time  fpent  in  the  emperor's 
fervice,   he  came  to  Ireland,   where  though  he 
was  not  well  received  at  firft,  yet  at  length  he 
found   means  to  win  over  the  people  of  Mun- 
fter, who  admired  his  valour  whatever  opinion  they 
might  entertain  of  his  conduft,   to  give   him  the 
crown  of  Munfter  and  its  appendages.     As  foon 
as  this  warlike  prince  was  thus  eftabliftied  in  the 
government  of  his  own  province,  he  next  afpircd 
to  the  throne  of  Ireland,   which  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered his  father  had  filled  before,    not  by 
any  claim  of  fuccefTion,  but  by  the  free  eleftion 
pf  the  people.     But  ha'vnng  now  the  Momonian 
foric  at  command,  he  was  not  without  a  fupport 

which 
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which  though  it  did  not  procure  him  every  thing 
he   gralped   at,    yet  rendered    him    rcfpeftable, . 
caufai    him    to    be  acknowledged    by  the  entire 
fouthern  divifion  of  the  kingdom,  and  extended, 
his  rule  to  fome  diftrids  in  the  northern  part : 
yet  a  ftrong  party  was  formed  againft  him  by  Deiv 
mod,  king  of  Leinfter,  on  behalf  of  Turlogh,  th« 
fon  of  his  brother  Tejg,  who  had  been  murdered, 
and  who  alfo  pretended  to  the  mdnarchy  of  Ire- 
land, which  in  faft  neither  party  had  a  right  to. 
While  at  the  fame  time  Cuan  0*Lochain  got  pof- 
fcflion  of  the  kingdom  of  Meath,  and,  as  it  (hould  . 
feem  being  joined  by  fome  who  had  not  enlifted 
cidier  under  the  banners  of  Donogh  or  his  ncr 
phew,  extended  his  power  to  the  country  round  . 
about  him,  and  is  by  fome  confidered  as  the  ad- 
miniftrator  of  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom*    But 
dying  the  year  after,  whatever  his  power  or  ap- 
pointment might    be,    it  could  have  done  little , 
fcrvicc  to  the  country,   which  ftill  continued  di- 
vided between   the  two  rivals  of  the  family  of 
Brian,   and  expofed  as  much  as  ever  to  all  the 
rage  of  inteftine  broils,  and  civil  commotions,— 
Donogh,  on  the  one  part,  raiflng  his  Momonians, 
entered  Leinfter  and  Offory,  where  he  committed 
many  depredations,  encamped  for  five  days  un- 
der the  walls  of  Dublin,  fpoiled  the  country,  and 
brought  away  hoftages  for  the  fubmiffion  of  the 
inhabitants.      On  the  other  fide,  the   people  of 
Leinfter  colliding  their  forces   in   order  to  re- 
venge this  injury,  and  making  a  junftion  with  fome 
malccontents  of  Munfter,  carried  fire  and  fword  , 
into  the  territories  of  Donogh,   and  burned  the  . 
city  of  Waterford. — The  king  pf  BrefFny  like- 
wile  made  a  furious  attack  on  Donogh,  but  was 
at  length  defeated  by   that  prince,   and  loft  his 
own  life,  together  with  the  lives  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  his  bravcft  followers.  ^ 
N  4                            Buti 
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But  notwithftanding  all  the  courage  and  fldU 
of  Donogh,  the  united  efforts  of  the  king  of 
Leinfter,  and  of  Tuclogh  proved  too  miich  for 
him.  His  province  being  attacked  and  wafted, 
ahd  his  caufe  not  cordially  fupported  by  many 
who  held  him  as  the  murderer  of  his  brother,  he 
was  obliged  to  quit  that  ftate,  in  which  he  could 
po  longer  defend  himfelf,  and,  in  his  old  age, 
once  more  to  become  a  wanderer  in  foreign  coun- 
tries. Leaving  Ireland,  therefore,  he  went  to 
Rome,  where,  as  fome  hiftorians  alTert,  he  laid  his 
crown  at  the  pope*s  feet,  promifing  him  to  bring  the 
whole  ifland  under  his  fubjeftion,  if  by  his  au- 
thority his  holinefs  could  procure  his  rcftorar 
tion. — But  this  not  proving  anfwerable  to  his  ex- 
pcftations,  as  nothing  was  donp  in  the  affair,  he 
took  the  habit  of  a  religious,  in  the  abbey  of  St. 
Stephen,  and  left  his  nephew  in  poffeflion  of  his 
kingdom, 
^1064.*        1'^rfogh,    the    grandfon    of  Brian   Boiroimhc 

fjrti^j^now  fuccecded,  and  reigned  twenty-two  years. 
He  was  a  pious  and  virtuous  prince,  as  others  be- 
fides  his  own  fubjeds  have  borne  teftimony,  in 
particular  Lanfranc,  at  that  time  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  who  highly  extols  his  wifdom  and 
juftice.  After  a  tranquil  reign  he  died  of  a  lin- 
gering ficknefs,  and  his  deceaie  paved  (he  way  for 
frelh  troubles  in  the  ftate. 

Moitogh.  Mortogh,  the  fon  of  Turiogh,  fucceeded  his  fa- 
ther, but  his  claim  to  the  monarchy  was  oppofcd 
by  Donald,  of  the  Heremonian  race,  and  many 
dreadful  battles  we  find  were  the  confequences  of 
the  difpute,  which  at  laft  coiild  be  no  otherwifc 
fettled  than  by  that  divifion  of  Leith  Conn  and 
Leith  Moghad  fo  often  mentioned  in  this  hiftory,  by 
means  of  which  the  one  was  put  into  poileflion  of 
fhc  northern  and  the  other  or  the  fouthern  part  of 
the  ifland  j  yet  the  title  of  monarch  fccms  to  have 
'     - re- 


HISTORY    OP     IRELAND.        185 

remained  with  Mort<^h,  which  is  the  caufc,  I 
Aippofe,  why  fomc  hiftorians  have  mentioned  his 
acccffion  to  the  throne,  without  taking  notice  of  the 
divifion  above-mentioned,  or  of  his  contefts  for  the 
crown  with  his  competitor. 

In  his  reign  it  is  laid  that  the  nobility  and  prin-camdea. 
cipal  perfons  of  the  Ifle  of  Man  fent  meflcngers  to 
dcfire  that  the  monarch  of  Ireland  would  commiifion 
fome  diligent  chief  of  noble  extraftion,  to  com^ 
over  and  take  the  charge  of  the  government,  du- 
ring the  minority  of  Olave,  the  fon  of  their  late 
ifovcrcign.  Mortogh  0*Brian  readily  granted  their 
rcqueft,  aud  fent  them  Donald,  the  fon  of  Teig, 
with  Injunftions  to  govern  the  kingdom  with  mo- 
deration and  tendernefs.  But  as  foon  as  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  fovereignty,  he  behaved  fo  ill,  that 
the  people  of  the  ifland  thought  fit  to  banifh  him. 

Though  he  (Mortogh)  bore  an  extreme  good 
charadcr,  and  befides  leems  to  have  Ihewn  himfelf 
capable  enough  of  government,  yet  according  to 
fome  accounts,  towards  the  latter  part  of  his  reign, 
he  did  not  find  the  regal  dignity  worth  his  keeping. 
—Whether  it  was  that  the  divided  empire  he  held 
with  Donald,  or  the  ambitious  vfews  of  Turlogh, 
then  king  of  Connaught,  filled  him  with  anxiety  5  or 
whether*  the  pains  of  a  lingering  difeafe  rendered 
him  unable  to  relilh  greatnefs,  is  not  clearly  known: 
but  about  two  years  before  his  deceafe,  we  find 
this  prince  retiring  to  the  monailery  of  Lifmore ; 
and  after  a  little  while  taking  the  habit  of  a 
monk  at  Ardmagh,  and  fpending  the  rernainder  of 
his  days  in  afts  of  piety  and  devotion.  ♦ 

After 

*  Keating  tells  nSf'*  This  mQnarch  The  dergf  of  the  tflaad,  whoap- 

rammoned  a  general  a^mbly  of  all  peared  in  that  convention,  conTifted 

the  aobilicy  and  clergy  of  his  king*  of  the  perfoni  following:  Maolmuirs 

dom,  and   required   tbem,    by  hit  O'Dunagain,  archbtihop  of  the  pro- 

xoyal  fooimoni,  to  meet  him  at  a  vince  of  Mufifter;    Cealach     Mac 

place  called  Fiadh  Mu  Naooguia,  Hu^^  the  conTert  of  St.  Patrick, 
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afterwards  he  died,  leaving  altnoft  all  his  perlbnal 
cftatc  to  the  clergy.     He  was  .a  prince  of  a  general 
good  charader,  wife,  generous,  and  a  lover  of  juf- 
ticc ;  yet  the  ambitious  fpirit,  common  to  that  pe- 
riod call  a  (hade  upon  thcfc  virtues ;  but  thcfe  were 
in  a  great  meafure  rather  owing  to  the  times  than 
to  the  monarch ;    hiftory  therefore  (hould  not  be 
backward  in  doing  juflice  to  the  virtues  he  pof* 
feflfed.     It  is  faid  he  imprifoned  his  own  fon  for 
fome  offence  he  was  guilty  of,  and  would  not  rc- 
leafe  him  from  his  confinement  till  the  two  arcb- 
blfhops  of  Ardmagh  and  Cafhell,  together  with 
eleven  biftiops,  and  a  great  number  of  tlie  inferior 
clergy  interceded  for  his  liberty,— a  ftriking  inftance 
of  his  impartiality  in  regard  to  what  concerned  his 
family,  and  of  his  rigour  in  punilhing  offenders. 
Mortogh        To  Turlogh  the  Great,  Mortogh  before  men- 
'^'       tioned  may  be  faid  to  have  fucceeded  in  the  greateft 
part  of  the  monarchy  of  the  ifland;  nevenbcleis 
Roderic,  the  fon  of  Turlogh  oppofed  him,  made 
war  upon  him,  invaded  his  territory  of  Tyrone,  and 
ravaged  all   the  country.      Nor  did  Munfter  or 
Leinlter  efcape  his  attacks,   but  his  forces  at  laft 
received  feveral  confiderable  checks  from  Mortogh, 
who  finally  obliged  him  to  a  peace  •,  by  the  terms 
of  which  he  was  confined  to  his  own  province,  and 
one  half  of  the  kingdom  of  Meath,  which    he 
fold  to  the  king  of  that  diftrift  for  a  certain  fum 
of  gold,  while  Mortogh  retained  the  name,  and,  in 
cSe&,  cxercifed  the  power  of  monarch  of  Ireland, 
though  he  had  not  paffed  through  the  ceremonies 
attendant  on  the  eledion  formerly  prafti&d  in  that 
country. 

But  he  had  not  long  obtained  this  dignity  be- 
fore he  took  occafion  unexpeftedly  to  invade  the 
territory  of  Ulad  in  the  province  of  Ulfter,  and 
though  a  peace  was  made  at  length    by   media- 
'  tion,  he  caufcd  three  of  the  chiefs  of  that  country 

to 
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to  be  affiifllnated,  and  the  prince's  eyes  to  be  put 
out ;  in  revenge  for  which  treachery  the  king  of 
Orgial,  who  had  been  furety  for  him,  raifed  a  great 
body  of  forces,  with  which  he  attacked  the  mo- 
narch when  kaft  prepared  to  receive  him,  routed 
his  troops,  and  flew  him  in  the  engagement. 

The  next  prince  that  aflumed  the  title  of  monarch  a.  d, 
was  Roderic  O'Connor,  the  fon  of  Turlogh  the  j-—-* 
Great,  and  king  of  Connaught  i  nor  yvas  he  con- 
tent with  barely  aiTuming  the  name,  but  know- 
ing his  own  power,  and  having  now  no  rival  to 
oppofe  him,  he  was  refolved  to  be  received  as  fuch 
in  form,  and  accordingly  called  ^  aflfembly  of  thp 
ftates  at  Dublin,  and  wh^re  he  was  elefted 
and  inaugurated  with  the  folemn  ceremonies,  and 
univerfally  received,  though  not  uniyerfally  ap- 
proved, as  monarch  of  Ireland. 

Notwithftanding  this  ceremony  being  performed, 
which  had  not  been  ufed.  fince  the  time  of  Briai> 
Boiroimhe,  and  Malachy  the  Second,  yet  Roderic 
quickly  faid  that  be  did  not  reign  entirely  in  the 
affeftions  of  the  people,  for  he  foon  found  that 
fomc  of  the  provinces  were  difpofed  to  revolt  j  and 
in  particular  he  found  it  necefTary  to  enter  Tyrone^ 
which  was  governed  by  the  princes  of  the  Niallian 
race,  with  fuch  a  vaft  fleet  and  army,  as  awed  them 
into  fubjedtion^  after  which  he  held  a  general 
aflembiy  of  the  ftates  at  a  place  called  Athbey,  in 
the  county  of  Mcath>  for  the  better  regulating  thp 
affairs  of  the  kingdom. 

But  Ireland  was  now  on  the  point  of  changing 
its  old  laws  and  conftitutions,.  on  the  point  of  be- 
coming fubjeffc  to  a  nation  that  its  chiefs  never  fuf-  , 
pcftcd  of  any  defign  to  reduce  them;  in  effeft, 
they  were  now  on  the  eve  of  being  fubdued  by  the 
power  of  the  Englifli. 

This  great  event  was  firft:  brought  about  by 
means  of  what  might  not  improperly  be  called  a 

private 
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private  quarrel,  though  it  intercftcd  a  whole  n» 
tion. — ^Denpod,  king  of  Leinftcr,  having  con* 
ceived  a  violent  paflion  for  the  wife  of  Tighcr- 
nan  O'Rourk,  king  of  Breffny,  and  held  Iccrct 
correfpondence  with  her  •,  taking  advantage  of  lier 
hufband's  abfcnce,  found  the  means  to  carry  her 
off  with  her  own  confcnt.  Nevcrthclcfs  it  was 
agreed  between  them  that,  to  fave  appearances, 
fhe  Ihould  cry  out,  and  make  fonic  ihew  of  re* 
iiftance,  while  Ihe  was  pretty  well  affured  thai 
none  of  her  domeftics  would  oppofe  the  ravifheri 
who  bore  her  away  under  the  cltort  of  a  party 
of  horfe,  without  meeting  with  any  interruption. 

When  O'Rourk,  at  his  return,  was  informed  of 
this  treachery,  he  immv^diatcly  applied  to  the  mo- 
narch of  Ireland,  who,  together  with  the  forces 
of  Meath  and  Ofibry,  invaded  the  dominions  of 
Dermod,  where  they  were  joined  by  a  number 
of  malecont^nts  whom  his  government  bad  dif* 
gufted  ;  for  he  had  ruled  his  province  like  a  ty* 
rant,  and  in  confequence  was  generally  difliked 
by  his  fubjefts.  Such  a  force  as  this  being  too 
great  for  him  to  withftand,  trembling  at  the  Itorm 
which  \yas  ready  to  burft  over  his  head,  and 
finding  his  chiefs  and  nobles  all  inclined  to  de- 
fert  his  caufci  he  relblved  to  retire  into  fome  fo- 
reign country,  there  to  procure,  if  pofllble,  that  aid 
which  his  fubjects  would  not  afford  him ;  and  to 
return  at  the  head  of  an  army,  in  order  to  puniih 
their  defeftion. 

Thus  fituated  he  turned  his  thoughts  on  the ' 
Englilh,  as  being  a  neighbouring  nation  renowned 
for  tlieir  valour,  and  whofc  king  he  concluded  he 
might  win  by  fair  promifcs  to  aififl:  him  in  his  ar- 
duous undertaking. 

Being  thus  determined,  he  firft  pafled  over  to 
Brillol,  and  from  thence  to  France,  in  order  to 
implore  |:he  Englilh  king's  affiftance— though  at 

th« 
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the  expence  of  bis  own  fubmiflion,  to  gratify  his 
vindidive  difpofition, — though  at  the  expencc  of 
the  freedom  of  his  country. 

Henry  the  Second,  the  fon  of  the  cmprefa  Ma- 
tilda, then  reigned  over  England,   a  prince  of  a 
great  and    enterprifmg  fpirit.      He  claimed  the 
crown  in  right  ol  his  mother,  who  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  the  Kirft,  to  whom  though  the  ba- 
rons had  fworn  fealty   in  her  father's  life-time, 
yet  after- his  deceafe,  they  fufiered  Stephen  to  u- 
furp  the  throne.    Faffing  over  from  Germany  to 
a0et  her  right  againft  him,  Ihe  had  a  long  and 
bloody  contention,  her  affairs  being  managed  by 
her  brother,  the  earl  of  Gloucefter.    Thefe  con- 
tefts   having  continued  a  long  time  with  various 
fucccfles,  Stephen  at  length  received  a  fignal  over- 
throw,   and   was   made  prifbner,    a  circumftance 
which  bade  fair  to  put  ah  end  to  the  war ;  but, 
not  long  after,  the  emprefs^s  brother  met  with  the 
fame  ill  fortune.    In  confequence  of  this  event, 
the  two  princes  were  exchanged ;    but  Matilda's 
intereft  began  to  decline  in  England,   chiefly  on 
account  ol  her  arbitrary  behaviour,  when  moft  of 
the  kingdom  was  in  her  pofleffion.    After  expe- 
riencing many  dangers  and  embarraflments,  (not     - 
the  leaft  of  which  was  her  being  on  the  point  of 
fuffering  a  furprize  in  her  own  palace  at  Weft- 
minfter^    her  brother    being  dead,   this  princefs* 
quitted  England,  and  withdrawing  to  the  conti- 
,  ncnt,  employed  all  her  care  in  educating  Henry 
her  fon,  as  a  hero,  to  whom,  when  at  a  proper 
age,  Ihe  gave  up  her  claim  to  the  Englifh  crown, 
which  he  well  knew  how  to  fupporL 

Henry  had  long  wars  in  Normandy  with  the 
continental  princes  ;  thefe  had  inured  him  to  arms; 
and  his  frequent  treaties  with  them  had  taught 
him  the  budnefs  of  negociations.    Thus  acconi- 

pliOicd, 
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plilhed,  he  left  his  Norman  dominions,  and  ti* 
rived  in  England,  at  a  critical  jun^re^  when  the 
fpirits  of  his  mother's  party  were  drooping,  and 
when  fomc  of  her  beft  friends  were  .Ihut  up  and 
belieged  in  the  town  of  Wallingford. — Thefc  he 
relieved  by  throwing  fuccours  into  the  place,  and, 
after  fome  other  fuccefib,  offered  Stephen  batde^ 
at  the  head  of  all  his  troops )  but  the  earl  of 
Arundel,  a^nobleman  of  great  eloquence  as  well 
as  valour,  prevented  the  armies  from  engaging, 
by  propoling  terms  of  accomodations  the  purport 
of  which  was:  That  Stephen  fliould  wear  the 
crown  during  his  life^  on  condition  of  adopting 
Henry  for  his  fon  and  fuccQflbr,'aQd,  confinning 
the  fovereignty  to  him  after  his  own  dcccafe.— ^— * 
After  fome  helitatbd,  and  much  perfuafian,  thefe 
terms  were  accepted  and  fworn  to  by  both  parties, 
Euftace,  the  fon  of  Stephen,  had  indeed  protefted 
againft  them,  and  withdrawing  himielf  from  his 
father's  camp,  raifed  a  body  of  forces  to  fcrpporc 
his  claim  : — but^  he  was  ftopped  in  the  b^^nning 
of  his  career  by  death,  while  his  foldiers  were 
pillaging  the  country.«--*Nor'did  Stephen  himlelf 
very  long  furvive  this  agreement,  but  dying  irt 
the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age,  no  obftacle  remain* 
ing  to  bar  his  fucceffion,  Henry  afcended  thtf 
throne,  by  eleftion,  adoption,  and  hereditary  rights 
•  This  prince  *who  had  experienced  both  profpe- 
rity  and  adverfity,  joining  the  pdicy  of  a  ftateP 
man  to  the  courage  of  a  hero,  had  long  call:  his  • 
eyes  upon  Ireland  (if  we  may  believe  hiflrorians^ 
as  a  moft  defireable  acquifition,  with  the  value  of 
which  he  did  not  feem  unacquainted;  but  it 
would  have  been  quite  inconfiftent  with  the  poli- 
tical charafter  of  that  prince  to  have  made  an  at- 
tack upon  a  neighbouring  ifland,  then  at  peace 
with  England,  without  fome  caufe  or  pretenlion 
whereon  to  ground  a  quarrel,  and  without  fome 

favourable 
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favourable  circumftance  whereon  to  ground  the 
rational  hopes  of  conqueft;  and  therefore  he  W^aited^ 
as  we  are  told,  till  fome  opportunity  fhould  offer 
of  carrying  his  defign  into  execution,  but  he 
waited  in  fuch  a  manner  as  evinced  that  he  wasf  rea-^ 
dy  to  take  advantage  of  the  firft  that  offered. 

Henry  Was  in  Aquitainei  when  Derniod^  king  of 
Leinftcr  repaired  to  him,  imploring  in  the  cha*" 
rafter  of  a  diftreflfed  fovercign,  his  royal  aid 
againft  his  rebellious  fubjedb,  by  which  aloiie  ho 
could  hope  to  be  reinfta^ed  in  his  kingdom.— 
Nothing  could  bfc  more  welcome  to  the  king  of 
England  than  fuch  an  application  ;  but  he  con<» 
cealed  his  joy,  and  was  very  cautious  how  he 
granted  Dermod's  requeft. — ^Yet  this  caution  did 
not  arife  from  any  examination  into  the  merits 
of  the  caufe,  but  rather  from  a  defire  of  trying 
what  advantage  might  be  hoped  from  interfering 
in  this  quarrel  before  he  abfolutely  engaged  him^ 
lelf  and  his  people  in  a  war  with  the  Irifli  natiQn4 
For  this  purpoie,  having  received  an  oath  of  fealty 
from  I^ermod,  who  engaged  to  hold  his  domi- 
nions as  a  ficf  from  the  crown  of  England,  in- 
ftead  of  raifing  an  army  direcdy  for  the  intended 
IriOi  expedition,  the  wary  monarch  gave  him  let' 
tcrs  patent  indited  in  the  following  manner  ; 
"  Henry,  king  of  England,  duke  of  Normandy 
and  Aquitaine,  and  earl  of  Anjou,  to  all  his  liege^ 
men,  tnglifli,  Norman,  Welch,  and  Scotch,  and 
to  all  the  nations  under  his  dominion,  greeting. 
— When  thcfc  letters  fhall  come  to  your  hands, 
know  ye  that  we  have  received  Dermod,  prince  of 
I^inftcr,  into  the  bolbm  of  our  grace  and  bene- 
vok*nce;  wherefore,  wholbever  in  the  ample  ex- 
tent of  all  our  territories,  fhall  be  willing  to  af«* 
fift  in  reftoring  that  prince,  as  our  vafTal  and  liege^ 
man,   let  fuch  perfons  know  that  we  do  hereby 

VoK  1-  O  .grant 
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grant  to  him  our  licence  and  favour  for  ^  £u(i 
undertaking/' — 

The&  letters  beiog  expedited,  Demidd'^toimed 
to  England,  and  imed  his  relidence  at  Briftol, 
waking  only  till  he  could  colled,  by,  yiftuci  of 
the  patent,  fufficient  fticcours  to  enable  him  tO' 
fetum  to  Ifcland.  Aqd  it  was  fbme  time  befoie 
he  few  any  profpeft  of  fucceis  ;^-*probably  he  had 
waited  much  looger,  had  not  Richard  Clare,  earl 
of  Pembroke,  furnamed  Strongbow,  come  ino 
his  incerefts,  and  embarked  in  his  eauie,  on  a 
promife  Dermod  made  him  of  giving  him  hi» 
daughter  in  marriage,  and  confirming  to  him  the 
right  of  fuccefliOA  of  liis  kingdom  of  Leiflfter^ 
on  condition  that  the  earl  would  wkhr  all  i^cci 
f^t  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  ftrong  body  of 
forces,,  in  order  to  afliiS  in  his  peftoratiQn,--*an  of* 
fer  too  fair  to  be  refufed  by  tliat  nobleman^  who, 
though  one  of  the  greatell  barons  in  the  lanc^^ 
was  at  that  time  much  embarrafled  in  his  ph« 
vate  fortane,.  which  this  expedition  feemed  to 
|>oint  out  a  way  for  hi*)  fuddeoly  to  retrieve. 
zi6?.*  After  this  negociation  conBrmed  by  mutual 
contraA,  the  Irifti  prince  left  Briftoli^ .  and  pro- 
ceeded towards  Wales  ;  he  then  engaged  two  per- 
sons of  great  rank  and  diftin&ion  in  his  caufc  -t^- 
thefc  were  Maurice  Pitzgerakl,  and  Robert  Fitz  Ste- 
phen, the  fons  of  a  prkicefs  of  South- Wales,  who 
had  formerly  had  an  amour  with  king  Henry  the 
Firft  of  England^  and  was  mother  to  the  carl  of 
Gloucefter.  This  lady  was  afterwards  tnarried  to 
Gerald  of  Windfor,  an  Englifli  knight,  and  the 
fruits  of  that  marriage  was  Maurice  Fit^-Gerald  ^ 
after  the  death  of  wlu>ic  father  being  united  to 
Stephen,  conftabte  of  Cardigan  caftle»  Fitz-Stc- 
phen  was  the  offspring  of  this  iecond  marriage. 
This  noMe  youth,  after  the  deceafe  of  his  father, 
fuceeeded  to  his  o&Q^y  but  being  unfortunately 
\  made 
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made  prifoner  by  Rice  ap  Gryffiths,  prince  of 
Wales,  he  coiild  not  obtain  his  releafe  on  any 
other  terms  than  thefe  of  joining  his  party.  The 
brothers  therefore  fearing  the  refcntment  which 
Henry  might  Ihew  towards  their  family  on  his  re- 
turn from  Normandy,  judged  it  proper  to  embark 
in  this  expedition,  chufing  rather  to  encounter 
foreign  dangers,   than  to  rifquc  the    fury  of.  ail 

offended  monarch. =-Bcfides,    the  terms  which 

Dermod  offered  were  too  advantageous  to  be  re- 
jected, for  he  promifed  to  give  them  in  fee,  re- 
ferving  homage  to  himfelf,  the  city  of  Wexford^ 
and  two  canti^eds  (or  hundreds)  adjoining,  if  thd/ 
would  levy  a  band  of  men  to  aflilt  him  in  his 
undertaking.  And  when  the  prince  had  received 
their  aflurances  of  accepting  his  propofal,  he  went 
over  to  Leihfter,  where  he  lay  concealed  in  the 
monaftery  of  Femes,  on  the  watch  for  intelligence, 
and  holding  an  underhand  correfpondence  with 
fuch  of  hi$  partifans  as  he  judged  might  {)roperly 
be  copfided  in.  There  he  palled  the  winter  of 
that  yean  But  as  he  found  by  what  he  could 
learn,  that  the  province  had  been  In  a  very  un- 
fetded  ftate  fmce  his  retreat,  and  all  things  feemed 
to  favour  his  purpofe^  he  fent  very  early  the  next 
fpring  to  haften  the  comitig  of  Fitz-^Stephen  and 
his  brother  with  their  Welch  forces,  ordering  his 
mcffenger  to  treat  likewife  with  all  fuch  perfons,  of 
any  nation  or  degree  as  were  willing  to  enlift  un* 
der  his  banners,  by  which  conduit  a  fmall  band 
of  Welch,  and  Flemings  fettled  in  Wales^  were 
drawn  together^  who  immediately  embarked  and 
arrived  fafely  In  Ireland.  With  thefe  he  made 
fome  attempts  which  were  likely  to  procure  him 
little  advantage,  becaufc  Fit2.Stephen  and  Fitz- 
Gerald  were  not  then  ready  to  join  him  with  their 
forces:  however,  the  monarch  of  Ireland  who  had 
aifcmbled  his  troops  iq  order  to  oppofe  him,  af«* 
O  a  ter 
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i«r  a  fl«3f  mifli  or  two,  was  brought  to  a  treaty,  by 
which  Dermod  was  allowed  the  pofieflion  of  ten 
cantreds  or  hundreds  out  of  thirty-one  ia  the  pro- 
vince of  Lcinfter,  on  fubfnitting  to  the  monarch 
and  paying  O'Rourk  an  hundred  ounces  of  gold, 
for  his  protedlion. — Hoftages  being  given,  on  the 
part  of  Dcrmod<  for  the  fecurity  of  his  future  fide- 
lity, the  Irilh  anny  was  drawnl  ofTy-  and  he  was 
\cit  in  c^uiet  poflfeflioti  of  all  that  had  been  al- 
lowed him  by  the  treaty.  Sonae  time  after  indeed 
Rockric  again  aflemble4  his  forces  in  confequence 
of  an  information  lie  received  of  a  great  body  of 
En^ifh  being  landed ;  but  as  he  foon  found  by 
more  certain  intelligence  tltat  this  piece  of  newi 
was  premature,^  he  haftily  difbanded  them^  which 
kft  the  kingdom  more  open  to*  the  fubfcqucnt 
invasion. 

•^  For  in  the  bcg:inrang  of  May  that  yeaf,  whicb 
was  as  ioon  as  they  could  get  their  prrparatioii 
ready,  Ficz  Stephen^  with  thirty  knights  of  his 
own  following,,  fixty  Qien  at  arms,  and  three 
hundred  Ikilful  archcrsv  collefted  in  South- Wales, 
landed  on  an  ifland  in  Banough  bay,  near  Wex* 
ford.  With  him  €amc  Hervey  of  Mountmau- 
Fice,  and  the  next  day  Maurice  de  Prendregaftr 
a'  knight  of  Pembroke,,  landed  at  the  lame  place, 
with  ten  horfemcn  and  a  body  of  archers.  The 
;€arl  and  Ficz*  Gerald  promifing  to  follow  as  iboji 
as  their  levies  (hould  be  completed. 

As  ibon  as  Dermod  heard  that  thefe  fuccoiirs 
were  landed,  he  fent  one  of  his  fen>  to  meet  them, 
and  foon  after  appeared  himfclf,  at  the  head  oi 
five  hunxlred  of  his  beft  provincial  troops.-r-An<l 
after  having  received  an  oath  of  fealty  from  the 
foreigners,  Ted  them  to  aCauU  the  city  of  Wex- 
ford. The  place  was  inhabited  by  the  Oftmca 
(or  E:ifterlings)  who  at  firft,  to  the  number  01* 
two  tlioufand^  mad<^  a  fally  with  fhew  of  great  re^ 

.  fiftaaccr 
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fiftance  j  but  feeing  tbe  cxceUent  dMpofition  of  the 
enemies  troops,  and  aftonilhed  at  the  glittering  of 
their  arms,  which  were  far  fuperior  to  their  own, 
ix)th  for  ufe  and  ornament,  ftruck  with  terror, 
they  receded,  and,  fetting  fire  to  their  fuburbs, 
threw  themfelves  into  the  town  with  precipitation. 
Encouraged  by  their  fuccefs,  the  allies  made  a  fu- 
rious attack  on  the  place,  but  were  repulfed  with 
great  bravery.— Upon  this  they  burned  the  lhip$ 
lying  before  the  town,  and  defifting  for  the  prcfent 
from  their  enterprife,  wtrcated,  without  t-Hc  oftmeH 
daring  to  fellow  or  interrupt  them. 

The  next  day,  after  mafles  having  been  fa^Id  in 
x>rdcr  to  impjore  the  blefling  of  Heaven  upon  this 
unjuft  undertaking,  the  troops  again  approached 
the  walls,  but  in  a  more  cautious  manner,  as  if  they 
intended  <o  fap  them-,  v.hen  the  citizens  ("not- 
wkhftinding  they  had  before  repulfed  theaflailants) 
fearing  every  thing  from  their  military  fkill  and 
refolution,  made  a  motion  to  xrapituUte,  and  two 
irilh  bifhops  being  chofen  to  mediate  for  them 
with  Dermod,  obtained  a  peace,  on  condition 
of  their  Surrendering  the  place,  and  giving  hoftages 
for  their  future  obedience  and  good  behaviour, 
finder  the  dominion  of  the  king  of  Lcinfter. 

Thus  was  Wexford  taken,  which  Dermod,  -ac- 
cording to  his  promife,  beftowcd  with  the  two  ad^- 
joining  cantreds  on  Fitz-Stephen  for  him  and  his 
brother,  giving  Harvey  of  Mountmauricetwo  other 
cantreds  on  the  fea  coaft,  in  reward  for  bis  fervices. 
~Thus  that  prince  began  already  to  parcel  out  the 
iands  to  foreigners,  rclblving  to  fpare  410  boynty 
that  might  win  them  to  continue  the  war,  jn  the 
courfc  of  which  he  thought  he  might  well  recoil 
penfc  himfdf  for  any  lands  refigned  to  therT\,  by  <he 
power  and  dominion  he  hoped  to  acquire,  as  he 
ainped  at  no  Itfs  than  M  conque/  province  after 
province,  and  to  make  himfelf  more  efTeftually 
O  ^  than 
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than  any  had  been  before  him,  real  and  abfolute 
monarch  of  Ireland. 

The  people  of  Oflbry  next  felt  his  fury.  Fit?r 
Patrick,  theip  prince,  had  intrenched  himfelf  in 
fuch  a  manner  an)ong  the  wooc)s  and  bogs  in  thp 
interior  parts  of  his  country,  that  the  joint  force  of 
the  men  of  Leinfter,  and  their  Englifti  auxiliaries^ 
was  not  fufiicient  to  diQod^e  him  •,  but  his  troops 
growing  bolder  from  thejtfcqqent  repulfes  their 
(enemies  fuftained,  forgot  what  Was  their  proper  fc; 
curity,  and  raflily  fallying  forth  into  the  open  plain, 
were  foon  routed  with  a  great  flapghtcr^  Yet,  bc^ 
|ng  purfued,  they  made  again  a  defperatc  ftand, 
juid  fo  embarrafled  the  EngliOi  in  a  mar(hy  ground^ 
that  It  was  with  the  greatefl:  difllciilty  they  de- 
livered thernfelves  by  their  own  (kill  and  valour, 
their  Irifh  allies  having  dcferted  them,  and  with- 
^rawn  till  the  danger  was  over,  when  they  ap- 
peared again,  and  joined  with  great  ardour  ip  the 
purfuit  of  a  flying  enemy. 

If  we  may  believe  what  is  related  concerning  tijc 
king  of  Leinfter^s  befiaviour  that  day,  it  muft  givf 
ps  the  highei^  idea  of  his  cruel  and  barbarous  dif- 
pofltion.  Two  hpndred  heads  being  cut  off  and 
prought  to  him  in  the  mid^  of  the  a^ion,  he  is 
laid  to  have  leaped  for  joy,  and  to  have  abufed  the 
car  of  Heaven  with  an  impious  aft  of  cnthufiafm. — 
JLifting  his  I^loody  hands  towards  the  ikies,  he  fang 
aloud  a  hymn  of  thankfgiving  over  the  mangled 
remains  of  thofe  unfortunate  men,  whom  his  am- 
bition had  bro\}ght  to  an  untimely  end.  At  tloc 
iame  time  tJiat,''tranfported  with  a  rage  belter  be? 
coming  a  wild  braft  than  a  warrior,  he  bit  off  the 
nofe  and  lips  from  the  ifacc  of  one  of  thofe  whom 
jpoft  he  hated.  A  fhockjng  inftance  of  the  cBc&$ 
pf  an  unbounded  palBon^  loined  to  a  mod  iavage 
and  implacable  fpirit^  jyh^ch  Qould  occafion  a  man 

'   ' to 
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to  carry  his  rdentmcnts  beyond  death  itfelf,  and  to 
difgrace  tlie  very  name  of  humanity. 

The  Britifii  allies  of  Dcnnod  muft  doubtlefs 
iiave  beheld  this  ftiocking  and  impious  behaviour 
with  altoniftiment ;  but  it  is  one  ot  the  evil  cffefts 
of  war  too  much  to  lleel  the  breaft  againft  the  ten- 
der feelings ;  and  notwithftanding  the  maxim  which 
its  votaries  fo  ftrongly  inculcate^  '*  That  generofitjr 
and  compaffion  are  idways  the  concomitants  of  true 
heroifra  ;" — yet  it  is  certain  they  are  not  always  the 
concomitants  pf  a  warlike  difpofition ;  and  hoKv- 
ever  the  auxiliaries  of  the  king  of  Leinfter 
might  have  difapproved  his  favage  tranfport,  yet 
were  they  top  much  accuftomed  to  fcenes  of  blood 
and  horror,  to  think  of  hazarding  a  breach  wit^ 
hm  by  their  rebukes  or  public  difapprobatioft 
of  his  indecent  carriage-,  —  on  the  contrary^ 
we  find  that  ihey  joined  with  him,  hand  and  heart, 
in  the  acquifition  of  new  conqucCbs,  rather  rejoicing 
IB  the  li^ariike  fp^rit  of  their  ally,  than  ftruckwith 
horror  at  the  thoughts  of  liis  cruel  and  favage  dif- 
jsofirion. 

But  while  thcfe  things  :were  traftfadted  in  one  part 
of  Ireland,  t])e  monarch  bad  bufied  himfelf  in  call- 
ing a  council  to  confider  on  the  pofture  of  affairs, 
in  another.  The  refult  of  the  confultation  wa«, 
that  an  army  ihould  immediately  be  affembled,  to 
check  the  progrefs  of  Dermod  and  the  foreigners  4 
aad  Roderic  was  now  advancing  faft  upon  them 
with  his  forces. .  As  foon  ^s  this  was  known,  many 
©f  the  Irilh  forfook  the  flandard  of  the  king  o£ 
Leinfter  ;  but  Fitz-Stephen,  aod  his  followers,  re- 
mained ftill  firmly  fixed  to  his  party. — However^ 
hearing  what  preparations  had  been  made  againft 
them,  taking  example  by  the  natives  thenifelves, 
they  retired  to  a  valley  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Fernesi  which  was  encompaflcd  with  woods  and 
to^,  where  they  meant  to  make  a  rciblute 
O  4  defence.— 
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defence, — ^Roderic  poming  up,  and  finding  them 
thus  pofted,  did  not  chufe  to  make  an  attack  upon 
them  till  he  had  fir|l  trijcd  what  might  be  done  b\r 
negociation  ;  and  accordingly  endeavoured,  by  all 
the  arts  he  wa3  mafter  of^  tp  make  a  feparate  peace 
with  either  of  the  parties  *.  But  in  this  defign  he 
mifcarricd,  for  neither  party  vfould  liften  to  his 
propofals ;  whereupon  he  prepared  for  a  battle,  but 
the  fame  x>f  the  Britons,  and  the  (trength  ct  dicir 
camp  tending  to  difpirit  his  men,  by  the  intfrpo- 
lition  of  fomc  ecclefiaftics,  who  imagined  that  they 
forefaw  in  this  fpirit  of  oppofition  the  ruin  of  their 
country,  (though,  in  efFeft,  it  would  have  been  the 
only  means  to  preferve  it)  the  monarch  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  renew  the  negociation,  even  after  he 
had  difpofcd  all  things  for  the  attack.  In  confc- 
quence  of  the  fituatiqn  of  Dcrmod,  a  treaty  was 
accordingly  made,  by  the  terms  of  which  it  was 
;^reed — That* he  fhould  be  reftored  to  his  king- 
jiom  of  Leinftcr,  which  he  was  to  hold  under 
fealty  to  Roderic,  as  monarch  of  Ireland ;  and,  in 
return,  he  promifed  to  call  over  no  more  foreigners 
into  the  iflahd/  by  a  fecret  article,  a|foftipulating  to 


*  On  thii  Qccafion,  JloHcric  is 
h\6  to  have  tent  l^itx*Steph^'n  the 
(Ulewing  letter :  —  "'  The  Britons 
may  not  by  Uw  of  arms  dlfplay  their 
rnCtpiM  in  foreign  poflef7ions,\nor 
^ifpoflefi  the  Uwful  Kcin  of  their 
inKcriunce  |  but  riiey  are^  with  lu 
ptnce  of  the  IriA,  to '  p«clc  hom^. 

'  |t  it  a  blemiih'to  their  nation  to  ijfc 
aid  to  a  Piimcfulfa^ ;  neither  may 
th«  kcheiy  of'0«#mbd'  be  mantled 
vndor  Britiih  cloaksi''  >^btrc/brc  de- 
part^  and  forfake  him^  t'^at  is  for- 
wken  ot  God  and  man  i' and  here, 
by  my  meflengcr,  receive  to  ciefray 

'^r  charges,  and  traufpcrt  you  to 
^r  native  foil.**  .  ^  < 

.  To  thtiaddreryFitz-Stcphen,  who 
fMfas  refolvcd  by  no  means  to  fOriafce 
Permod,  or  to  quit  his  hope  q£  con- 

«ueft  la  Irelaiid,  returned  this  ao- 
wu,  ifhkk  the  candid  icadar  wil) 


pafily  perceive,  vith^nt  my  obfenri- 
tion  upon  it,  ^o  be*  founded  on  prin- 
ciples fraught  whb  falfe  arfuments} 
and  tho*  SAritten  at  a  time  when  ihs 
writer  was  in  embaifraflments,  yh 
breath  ingdfiianceyaAd  replete  with  all 
theinfolenceof  adifdainful  cooquero^* 
«  Your  prefent  I  will  not  ac- 
cept i  npr"  will  I  bmak  the  fM(h 
and  troth  J  'have  promifed  to  my 
friend  Dcrmod  :  he  foHalfer  not  mS 
I  will  not  forfake  hihi,  neither  ka\e 
him  diftrefTed.  You'  ipcak  of  le- 
chery {  what  it  that  among  raartijl 
men?  I  hear  you  have  baft^ri^ 
vourfelf.  To  what  end  is  your  em- 
bafly?  If  Roderic  gttc  coonfcl,  nve 
need  it  notj  if  he  pfmhefy,  ^ 
credit  not  hit  praclej  if  he  cem* 
mand  as  a  prince,  yp'  obey  not  ^ 
authority;  if  he  threaten  at  aa  enc* 
iny^'  a  fig  for  hit  mdnarpby  !** 
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get  rid  of  thofc,  who  were  alteady  with  hjm,  as  foon 
a$  he  fliould  be  peaceably  fettled  in  his  poffefllons; 
and,  amongft  other  hoftages  for  the  perforihance  of 
this  promile,  the  king  of  Leinfter  delivered  his  own 
fon  irfco  the  hands  of  the  monarch,  who,  having 
concluded  this  treaty,  withdrew  with  all  his  army. 

But  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald  foon  after  landing  at 
Wexford  with  ten  knights  and  about  one  hundred 
and  thirty  horfcmen  and  archers,  Dermod,  without 
paying  any  regard  to  what  had  paffed  between  the 
monarch  and  himfclf,  received  this  new  ally  with 
great  joy,  and  immediately  engaged  his  afliftance 
in  the  execution  of  a  defign  he  had  formed  of  lay- 
ing wafte  the  territories  oiVDublin,  in  revenge  for 
aiT  affront  the  Eafterlings,  who  inhabited  that  dif- 
trift,  had  given  to  his  family,  by  revolting  from  his 
father,  to  whom  they  had  promifed  fealty,  but 
whom  they  killed,  and  afterwards,  by  way  of  in- 
dignity, buried  his  body  with  that  of  a  dog.  Of- 
fences of  this  kind  are  feldom  forgotten,  and  Der-' 
mod  was  fo  far  from  adopting  the  Chriftian  maxim 
of  forgiving  an  injury,  that  it  was  his  greateft  hap- 
pioefs  when  he  could  allcdge  one,  by  way  of  colour 
for  invading  the  territories  of  his  neighbours. 
Thercforjj,  for  this  ill  treatment  of  his  father,  and 
fomc  other  more  recent  offences,  he  ravaged  the 
iai^ds  of  the  citizens,  and  put  many  innocent  and 
unarmed  perfoijs  to  the  fword.  But,  for  this  time, 
they  wer^  delivered  from  his  fury  by  a  rcfolution  he 
had  formed  to  aflift  Donald,  prince  of  Limerick, 
who  was  bis  ibn-iq-law,  and  who  was  now  in  open 
arms  agoinft  liocjerif,  (though  Hoderic  was  his 
own  brother)  on  accounp  of  a  difpute  between  them 
concerning  the  divificyi  of  Munfler  between  himfelf  . 
and  Mac  Car  thy,  princp  of  Defmond.  For  this 
reafon  Dermod  enterec|  info  a  treaty  with  the  Oft- 
men,  by  which  he  confei)ted  to  leave  the  govern- 
ment of  Dublin  to  ibcjr  couptryman  Hafculf,  and 

im« 
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immediately  difpatched  Fits  Stephen  to  the  aid  of 
the  prince  of  Limerick,  by  which  means  the  latter 
was  enabled  to  fuppotT  himfelf  againft  Roderic,  who, 
after  feveral  defeats^  retired  into  the  province  of 
Connaughtp 

When  Dermod  confidered  thefe  fuccefies,  he  be- 
gan to  be  impatient  to  purfue  his,  iirft  defign  of 
afpiring  to  the  Irifli  monarchy,  which  fome  of  his 
anceftors  had  enj(^ed.  But  communicating  his 
defign  to  Fitz-Stcphen  and  FitZnGcrald,  they  ad* 
Vifed  him  for  the  prefcnt  to  fit  down  contented 
with  what  he  had  already  gained,  till  more  forces 
ihould  arrive  from  Brijtain ;  and,  in  the  interim, 
as  the  moQ:  likely  method  of  forwarding  his 
fcheme,  they  perfuaded  him  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
earl  of  Pembroke,  prefling  him  to  bring  over 
now  (in  the  autumn)  thofe  forces  which  be  had 
{>romifed  to  land  in  thd  fpring  %  and  at  the  fanae 
time  informing  him  of  his  good  fuccefs,  and  in- 
timating that  if  he  would  come  over  fpeedily,  the 
conqueft  of  all  Ireland  was  not  a  bufinefs  too 
great  for  them  in  confort  to  attempt. 

The  earJ  received  this  letter  with  great  plea- 
fure ;  but  conceiving  that  what  had  been  done  al- 
ready was  rather  ftretching  the  power  granted  in 
king  Henry's  patent,  before  he  embarked  for  Ire- 
land, he  went  to  Normandy*  where  he  fought  out 
that  prince,  and  aiked  his  permiflion  to  accept  the 
invitati6n  that  Dermod  had  offered  him.  To 
this  requeft  Henry  returned  an  equivocal  anfwer, 
which,  however,  the  earl  very  politidkly  chofe  to 
conftrue  into  a  grant  of  his  petition  y  and  ac- 
cordingly, coming  bacl^  to  England*  be  waited  an 
opportunity  of  embarking  on  this  expedition.  In 
the  May  following  the  fent  before  him  a  band  of 
knights  and  archers  under  the  command  of  Ray- 
mond, a  gentleman  of  his.own  houfhold,  who  was 
related  to  Fitz^Stephen  and  Fitz-Gerald  ^  but  fhek 
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ftad  no  iboner  landed  near  Waterford,  than  the 
townfmen  under  the  conduct  of  O'Faolan,  a  chief 
of  Munfter,  attacked  a  fort  which  they  had 
haftiiy  raifed  of  turf  and  wood,  thinking  eafily 
to  ftorm  it)  and  at  once  to  cruih  thefe  invaders. 
And  this  they  certainly  might  have  done,  if  they 
had  made  the  aflault  with  Veteran  troops,  or  be- 
haved with  more  caution  in  the  aftion.  But  Ray- 
mond, perceiving  they  advanced  very  diforderly^ 
and  holding  them  in  great  contempt,  marched  di- 
reftly  out  of  the  fortrefs  to  give  them  battle. — 
He  let  upon  them  in  the  open  field,  where  they 
were  drawn  out  to  the  number  of  about  two  hun- 
dred, with  great  impetuofity,  but  he  foon  found  his 
miftake,  for  they  received  and  returned  his  charge 
with  equal  firmnefs  and  ardour,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  retreat  and  fcek  the  fort  with  more  hafte  than 
he  had  left  it.  The  purfuers  followed  fo  clofely  that 
his  foldiers  had  not  time  to  clofe  the  gates,  and  the 
enemy  being  abfolutely  on  the  point  of  enter- 
ing with  them,  it  was  plain  that  there  could  be 
pj  fafety  ariy  longer  in  flight.  Driven  to  this  ex- 
treme, therefore,  like  a  ftag  at  bay,  Raymond  fud- 
fienly  faced  about,  and  called  to  his  followers  to 
do  the  fame. — Their  fituation  was  argument  fuf- 
ficie^t  to  prevail  upon  them  to  obey  him  :  all 
thofe  therefore  who  were  eagerly  crowding  to  get 
Into  the  fort,  turning  unexpectedly,  attacked  the 
enemy,  who  being  difordercd  with  the  purfuit,  and 
little  dreaming  of  fuch  a  charge  from  the  flying 
troops,  were  Toon  repulfed  and  overcome  by  the 
forced  *  valour  of  thofe  whom  they  had  driven  to 
flefpair  ;-^and  now  recoiling  in  their  turn,  fell 
badk  on  thofe  in  their  rear,. (for  though  only  two 
hundred  had  advanced  to  the  attack,  yet  they 
were  but  a  part  of  a  much  greater  body  of  men, 
who  were  ready  to  fupport  them)  The  confequence 
was  coijfulioo,  to  increafe  which  Raymond  again 

iaUied 
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fallied  forth,  and  attacked  the  whole  army  with  fuck 
vigour,  that  the  rout  became  general,  and  he  gained 
a  complete  vidory  over  all  their  forces.  Above 
five  hundred  were  cue  in  pieces  in  the  purfuit,  a 
great  number  were  drowned,  and  ieveral  of  the 
principal  citizens  made  prifoners. 

But  the  glory  of  this  vt&ory  was  fullied  by  the 
barbarous  ufage  of  thefe  unhappy  captives,  whom 
(hough  Raymond  was  inclined  to  fpare,  they  were 
put  to  death  at  the  inftigation  of  Hcrvy  dc  Mount- 
inaurice,  being  condemned  to  have  their  limbs 
broken,  and  then  to  be  caft  into  the  fea ;  a 
mod  inhuman  fentence,  which  was  accordingly 
executed  in  all  its  riguor  -,  a  cruel  puniflimenr, 
infliacd  on  men  for  no  other  cauie  than  bt- 
caufe  they  drove  to  defend  their  own  poflefiona, 
and  annoy  the  profeft  invaders  of  their  property  !— 
And  a  crime  which,  as  a  modern  writer  obferves, 
the  majefty  of  the  king  on  his  arrival  ought  moft 
feverely  to  have  punifhed ! 

When  the  earl  of  Pembroke  had  completed  his 
levies  in  South- Wales,  he  led  his  men  to  Milford 
Haven,  where,  when  he  was  juft  ready  to  embark 
them,  he  received  a  pofitive  order  from  king  Henry 
to  go  no  farther.  But,  animated  with  the  hopes 
of  atchieving  honour,  and  gaining  great  acquifi- 
lions,  Strongbow  flighted  the  order,  and  proceeding 
on  his  voyage,  landed  on  the  twenty-third  of  Au- 
guft  near  Waterford,  without  oppofition  ;  the  in- 
habitants having  (hut  themfelves  up  in  the  town 
ever  fince  their  defeat,  and  the  Englifli  in  the  foit 
being  mafters  of  the  open  country. 

The  earl  allowed  his  tmops  but  a  day's  refrdh- 
ment  before  he  attacked  the  town,  without  vrait- 
ing  for  Dermod*s  joining  him,  being  willing  to 
.  have  all  the  honour  of  fuch  an  enteiprize  c€h 
tirdy  to  hinifelf.-r-He  took  it  by  (torm,  and  when 
the  Greets  were  filled  with  blood  and  flaughter^ 

the 
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the  Danes  retreating  to  a  ftrong  tower,  the  earl  took 
tbatalfo,  and  made  Reginald,  the  Dani(h  governor 
prifoncr.  After  this  exploit,  (Dermod,  Fitz  Ste» 
phen^  and  their  troops  arriving,)  he  claimed  the 
king's  promife,  efpoufed  his  daughter  Eva  that  very 
day,  and  the  night  wasfpent  in  feftivity  and  rejoicings 
though  .the  morning  had  opened  with  fcenes  of 
war  and  bloodihed. — Thus  Dermod  kept  his  word 
with  Strongbow ;  and  this  is  one  of  the  founda^- 
tions  of  the  claim  of  the  Englifh  kings  to  the 
dominion  of  Ireland,  the  earl  having  afterwards 
Jtfigned  his  pretenfions  in  that  ifland  to  his  fb* 
vereign. 

But  white  the  kii^  of  Leinfter  was  thus  tri* 
umphing  at  Waterf(»rd,    he  received  intelligence 
that  his  prefence  was  highly  neceffary  in  another 
quarter  -,  for  Hafculf  whom  he  bad  left  governor 
of  Di^blin,  had  revoked  and  had  drawn  to  his 
fide  a  vaft  number  of  the  Irifh,  who  formed  a 
a  large  army,  while  the  monarch  lay  encamped  at 
no  great  dUtance  from  the  city.    Therefore  the 
king  inftantly  fet  forward  with  the  principafpart 
of  his  forces,  and,  by  very  expeditious  marches 
through  windings  along  the  tops  of  the  moun- 
tains, and.  roads  unoccupied  by  the  Irilh,  they  ar*- 
rived  before  Dublin,  which  Hafculf  had  fortified 
as  well  as  he  could.«-*But  at  this  junfture  the 
monarch  very  unwifely  raifed  his  camp,  in  order 
to  quell  Donald  O'Brian,  who,  by  the  intelligence 
he  had  juft  then  received,  was  laying  Connaught 
wafte.— This  was  a  very  imprudent  ftep,  as  the 
«vent  proved,  for  Hafculf  having  trufted  more  to 
the  irifh  army  than  to  his  own  garrifon  or  fortifi« 
cations,  began  to  treat  of  peace  as  foon  as  they 
retired ;  but  while  this  negociation  was  going  for- 
ward on  one  fide  of  the  city.  Miles  Co^an  entered 
it  by  a  breach  on  the  other,  and  a  terrible  flaughf 
fer  of  the  citizens  was  begun,  while  the  inhabitant^ 

who 
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who  were  oflF  their  guard,  thinking  a  peace  as 
good  as  concluded,  were  not  in  a  condition  to 
make  any  defence.  The  governor  himiclf^  ho\^i 
ever  efcaped,  with  many  of  the  principal  people, 
retreating  to  their  ihipping,  which,  by  the  benefit 
of  a  favouring  gale,  ioon  tranfported  them  to  the 
Orkney  iflani>.*«'Thc  city  was  plundered,^  andtht 

.  maflacre  continued  till  Dermod  himfelf  forbad  it, 
who,  by  the  advice  of  Strongbow,  gave  the  go-' 
vernment  of  it  to  Miles  Cogari,  after  which  the 
allies  turned  their  arms  to  other  parts,  laying  wafte 
the  territory  of  Meath^  the  govemmeoc  of  wiuch 
had  been  given  to  0*Rourk  by  the  monarch,  and 
expelling  the  prince  of  Ofibry  and  other  chiefs 
from  their  lands,  carrying  terror  and  difmay 
wherever  they  went :  on  which  account  Roderie 
fcnt  Dermod  the  following  letter  :^-^ 

"  Againft  the  purport  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  us,  you  have  called  over  a  great  num* 
ber  of  foreigners  into  the  country  ;  notwitfaftand* 
ing  which,  while  yoii  kept  within  the  limits  of 
your  own  kingdom  of  Leinfter^  we  bore  it  pa- 
tiently.  But  fince,  regardlefs  of  your  oath,  or 
compafljon  for  your  hoftage  delivered  into  our 
hands,  you  have  infolently  pafled  tlie  bounds  pre- 
fcribed,  and  the  confines  of  your  countr)',  wfl 
give  you  notice  either  to  reftrain  in  future  the 
cxcuriions  of  the  foreigners,  or  expedt  that  we  will 
moft  certainly  fend  you  the  head  of  your  Ion,  cut 
off  by  our  command." 

But  it  was  too  late  for  threats  to  work  up  the 
mind  of  Dermod.— By  the  help  of  his  ailies  he 
thought  himfelf  fccure  of  conqueft  and  therefore 
made  anfwcr,  That  he  would  not  lay  down  his 
arms  till  he  had  conquered  all  Connauglit,  and  ac* 
quired  for  himfelf  the  monarchy  of  Ireland,  which 

he  claimed  from  his  grandfather,  Murtogh  0'Brian» 

Hiftorians 

*  He  afterwards  returned  from  thence,  and  made  ao  attack  upon  D«W«i 
¥ttt  beiai  takasi  prifoncr,  had  bit  bead  iUuck  oft'  by  tbt  £iigUih« 
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Hiftorians  diflfer  in  their  acQOuntof  Roderic's 
conduft  in  confequence  of  the  receipt  of  this  let^ 
ter ;  but,  according  to  the  befl:  accounts,  Koderi<; 
was  too  merciful  to  csfeCQte  his  threat^  which  if  he 
bad  dode,  though  the  innocent  muft  have  fuffered 
for  the  guilty,  yet  moft  certainly  he  would  have 
been  ju^ed  by  the  laws  of*  arms,  which  were 
more  obferved  at. that  time,  than  thole  of  jufticc 
and  humanity. — 

Ti^  clergy  of  Ardmagh  being  convened  in 
council^  it  was  mentioned  tliat  certain  Irifh  pirates 
having  taken  fome  Englifli  children^  and  enflaved 
thcm^  this  had  drawn  down  tlie  vengeance  of 
Heaven  iipon  the  nation^  and  given  the  EngliHi  a 
pretence  for  invading  the  ifland^  upon  which  fug-^ 
geftion  a  command  was  immediately  ifTucd  "  Thai 
all  Englifh  (laves  in  the  whole  extent  of  Ireland 
fhould  prefently  be  fct  free/* 

About  this  time,  Henry  whow  as  much  offended, 
at  Stroogbow's  contempt  of  his  royal  orders,  and 
flill  more  jealous  of  his.conquefts  in  Ireland,  pub* 
lifbed  an  edidi  forbidding  the  Engliih  to  carry  on 
any  commerce  with  that  ifland,  and  moreover  or« 
dering  all  hb  fubjedb  who  J^ad  reforted  thither, 
to  return  to  their  native  country  by  the  enfuing 
Eafter,  on  pain  of  perpetual  banifhment,  and 
conSfcatioB  <^  all  their  efFeds. 

The  carl  being  much  difconcerted  at  this  event, 
(which  however  one  Ihould  think  was  no  morq 
than  might  be  expected  from  a  mafter  of  Henry> 
ambitious  fpirit)  difpatched  Raymond  to  that  mo« 
narch,  who  was  then  in  Normandy,  with  a  fub« 
milfive  letter,  which  concluded  thus  : 

'*  Whatfoever  the  favour  of  Fortune  may  havg 
bellowed  on  me,  of  the  patrimony  of  Derniod  or  any 
other,  as  I  owe  it  entirely  to  your  royal  munifi- 
cence, fo  (hall  it  all  return  to  you  and  be  dirpo(e4 
of  acconling  xq  your  abfoJute  wiU  and  plerfure." 

In 
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In  the  interim  Dermod  made  another  expedition 
into  O'Rourk's  county,  in  attempting  to  ftorm 
whofe  camp  he  was  repulfed  with  lofs  and  difgrace, 
and  returned  to  Lcinfter,  leaving  his  friend  Donald 
O'Melachlin  to  oppofe  0*Rourk,  whom  the  latter 
quickly  drove  out  of  the  province* 

In  the  midfl:  of  this  war,  kindled  by  his  own  un- 
governed  paflTtoh,  diedthis  Dermod,  king  of  Leinfter, 
who  after  having  made  ule  of  the  moft  unjufdfiabk 
methods  of  obtaining  the  fupreme  ilominion  of 
.Ireland,  was  obliged  to  leave  hts  projeft  unfiniffatd, 
having  executed  juft  fo  oMch  of  it  as  rendered  ha 
memory  odious  to  all  good  tncrr,  and  contributed 
to  the  final  overthrow  of  a  kingdom,  whk:h  had 
tailed  for  many  ages,  and  had  repelled  the  moft 
terrible  inva{ions« 

On  Dermod*s  dcccale,  the  carl  of  Pembroke  iro* 
mediately  took  pofleflion  of  his  private  eftate,  and 
of  the  government  of  Leinfter,  and  marched  im- 
mediately to  Dublin,  in  order  to  get  his  title  recog* 
nized  ;  but  now  he  found  a*  great  falling  off  among 
the  Irifli  chiefs,  fcarcely  any  of  whom  chofe  » 
atknowlcdge  or  afTift  him,  which  the  monarch  per- 
ceiving, quickly  levied  a  great  force,  and  befieged 
him  in  Dublin.^ — In  the  mean  while,  Fitz-Stcphen, 
governor  of  Wexford,  having  greatly  weakened 
his  garrifon  by  detaching  troops  to  his  affiftance, 
the  IriOi  took  the  fort ;  and  having  (lain  many  of 
his  foldiers,  made  Firz  Stephen  himfclf  prifoner. 

And  now  Dublin  was  invefted  by  fea  and  land; 
for  the  chief  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  by  Rodericks  feli- 
citation, blocked  up  the  harbour,  and  the  con- 
querors, in  their  turn,  began  to  be  diftreffcd^ 
and  offered  to  capitulate,  on  condition  thac 
Stron^bow  (hould  be  permitted  to  hold  Leinfter 
as  a  teudatory  tenure  of  Roderic,  who,  in  confer 
quence  of  this  fubmiffion,  was  to  draw  off  his 
army  and  raife  the  ficg<:  immediately. 
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But  the  Iriih  being  flulhed  with  the  hopes  of  en- 
tirely extirpating  the  foreigners,  refufed  to  grant 
thofc  terms,  and  Roderic  fent  word  to  the  earl 
hy  the  archbifhop  whom  he  had  employed  to 
treat  of  the  capitulation.  That  unlefs  he  would 
furrender  Dublin,  Waterford,  and  Wexford,  to- 
gether with  all  his  fortified  caftles,  and  pro- 
mife,  on  a  day  appointed,  to  quit  the  ifland 
with  all  his  men,  he  would  immediately  ilorm  the 
city.  This  anfwer  threw  the  whole  aflembly  in- 
to confufion,  who,  on  the  one  hand,  were  mortified 
to  the  lad  degree  widi  the  thoughts  of  fubmitt- 
ing  to  fuch  terms,  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
could  not  but  be,  terrified  at  the  fate  which 
feemed  impending  over  thek  heads,  in  cafe  they 
ihould  rejcdt  them  ;  for  they  had  little  mercy  to 
cxpeft  from  the  Irifh  if  the  city  fhould  be  taken 
by  aifault,  and  perhaps  they  did  not  think  there  was 
much  fafety  in  a  reliance  upon  their  promifes;  if 
laying  down  all  their  power,  they  ihould  deliver 
themfelves  entirely  into  their  hands  ^  and  it  was 
doing  little  lefs  to  give  up  the  places  which  Ro- 
deric demanded  of  them.  All  the  Englilh  were 
iathis  dilemma,  when  Miles  Cogan,  a  man  of 
great  addrefs,  who  had  been  the  chief  inftrument 
of  taking  Dublin,  exclaimed,  "  We  are  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  able  men ;  our  l)eft  remedy 
is  to  make  a  fally,  which  is  leaft  expefted  by 
the  enemy  %  and  I  hope,  by  the  goodnels  of  God, 
that  we  (hall  have  the  victory,  or  at  leaft, die 
with  honour,  and  I  defire  that  I  may  be  the  firlt 
man  to  attack  their  quarters/* 

This  advice  being  approved  by  the  council  of 
war,  immediate  orders  were  given  for  the  chiefs 
to  put  their  men  in  order,  the  whole  number 
amounting  only  to  fix  hundred.— *Miles  Cogan  was 
appobtcd  to  lead  the  van,  Raymond  commanded 

P  the 
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the  centre,  and  the  earl  of  Pembroke  brought  up  the 
rear.  Thus  difpofcd,  they  marched  dirc£lly  to- 
wards the  Irilh  camp,  which  they  attacked  with 
fuch  fury  that  the  enemy  being  quite  unprepared, 
q\3ickly  gave  way,  and  were  put  to  flight,  having 
one  hundred  and  fifty  foldiers  flain,  and  leaving 
their  camp  together  with  their  baggage  and  pro- 
vifion  behind  them,  to  the  difpofal  of  the  con- 
querors, who  loft  (it  is  faid)  but  one  man  in  the 
action.  Thus  was  the  fiege  raifed  by  the  vatour 
of  Miles  Cc^an,  whom  the  earl  now  left  to  take 
charge  of  the  government  of  it,  whilft  he  him- 
fdf  rrmrched  with  a  cliofen  band  to  Wexford, 
in  order  to  fuccour  Fitz-Stephen,  whom  he  ex- 
pefted  to  find  employed  in  the  defence  of  that 
place.  But  Fit2-Stephen  being  made  prifoner, 
and  the  pi^ce  furrendercd,  he  came  too  late.— 
However,  on  his  approach,  the  inhabitants  fct 
the  town  on  fire^  and  withdrew  to  an  ifland, 
where  they  knew  they  could  be  fafe  from  any 
attack  of  the  earl's  :  yet,  not  fatisfitd  with  that 
fecurity,  they  fent  him  a  folemn  declaration,  that 
if  he  dared  to  follow  them  to  their  retreat,  they 
would  inftantly  prefcnt  him  witli  the  heads  of 
Firz -Stephen  and  the  reft  of  their  prifoners.  Af- 
ter receiving  fuch  a  meffage,  Strongbow,  who 
was  a  brave  and  generous  man^  and  at  leaft  va- 
lued his  friend's  life  as  much  as  he  did  his  own, 
changed  his  route,  and  direAed  his  courle  to- 
wards Waterford,  where  he  found  Hervey  de 
Mountmauricc  arrived  from  ^Ingland,  who  brought 
him  letters  from  his*  corrcfpondents,  that  advilcd 
liim  without  delay  to  repair  to  the  king,  and  make 
his  peace  with  him,  before  he  attempted  to  proceed 
any  farther  with  his  conquefts. 

Accordingly,  the  earl  repaired  directly  to  Eng- 
land, and  found  Henry  at  Newnham  in  Gloucct 
terlhire.     At  firft  the  king  who  was  highly  incenfcd 

a; 
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at  the  contempt  of  his  order,  appeared  quite  irre- 
concilcable,  till,  by  the  .mediation  of  Hcrvey  de 
Mountmaurice,    lie    was    at   laft  prevailed   upon 
to    admit  him  into    his   prefence,     and    after    z 
long  Conference,  to  receive  him  again  into  favour, 
the  following    conditions   being    then   ftipulatcd 
between  them  :— ^That  the  carl  fhould  renew  his 
homage   to  his  liege-lord,   and  fur  render  to  him 
in  full  and  abfolute  property,  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin, with  the  cantreds  adjoining  as  well  as  all  the 
other  fea-port  towns,  with  the  caftles  and  fortref- 
fes,  which  he  pofTefled  in  that  country  j  the  reft 
of  his  acquificions  there,  remaining  to  him  and  his 
heirs,  under  homage  and  fealty  to  the  crown  of 
England*     And  at  the  fame  time  the  king  agreed 
to  reftore  to  that  nobleman  thofe  eftatcs  of  his^ 
which  had  been  feized  upon,  as  forfeited,  in  Eng- 
land.    After  diis,  Henry  and  the  earl  went  to- 
gether   to  Pembroke,    while  Ihips  were  getting 
ready    in  order    to  tranfport  an  army  into  Ire- 
land, which  the  former  had  fet  on  foot  even  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  latter  in  England. 

While  thefc  preparations  were  making  in  Eng-« 
hnd  and  Wales,  O'Rourk,  king  of  BrefFny,  col- 
leftcd  together  in  hafte  a  numerous  army  of* 
Irii,  with  which  he  ventured  to  aflault  Dublin ; 
but  while  thcfe  were  rufhing  on  with  loud  Ihouts 
in  a  furious  and  diforderly  manner,  to  ftorm  the 
city.  Miles  Cogan  fallied  out  at  the  head  of  a 
fmall  troop  of  veterans,  and  charged  them  with 
great  irapctuofity,  fo  that  thefc  new  levies  not 
being   able   to    ftand    the    Ihock,    were   quickly  ' 

routed  with  great  flaughter,  and  0'Rourk*s  fon,  • 
a  valiant  young  prince,  was  among  the  flain.— 
This  attack  mifcarrying,  we  hear  of  no  more  at- 
tempts of  the  Irifli  of  any  confequcnce,  nor  any 
farther  hoftilities  ^arried  on  againft  the  Englifti 
in  Lcinftcr ;  .  al  Jciag  quiet  till  the  arrival  of 
P  2  king 
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king  Henry  at  Watcrford,  who  landing  five  hun- 
dred knights,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  archers 
from  abovt  four  hundred  fliips,  at  once  decided 
the  fate  of  the  ifland* 

To  this  prince  the  citizens  of\  Wexford  brought 
their  prifoncr  Fitz-Stcphen,  as  a  criminal  who, 
without  the  orders  of  his  fovereign,  had  difturbcd 
that  peace  which  had  exifted  between  England 
and  Ireland  for  many  centuries.  Henry  received 
them  with  the  grcateft  kindnefs,  and  very  politickly 
fcverely  reprimanded  and  terribly  menanced  the 
acculed  for  his  prefumption  in  daring  to  a&  fo  ralh 
a  part  \  and>  whether  it  were  that  Fitz-Stephen 
thought  his  mafter*s  anger  feigned,  or  that  he 
was  confcious  of  having  exceeded  the  limitation 
of  the  letters  patent,  he  never  mentioned  thofe  let- 
ters in  his  defence,  but  as  if  he  entirely  fubmit- 
ted  his  caufe  to  the  judgement  of  his  fovercign, 
fufFered  his  accufers  to  enjoy  their  triumph,  him- 
felf  being  fent  away  loaden  with  chains,  and  or- 
dered to  be  kept  clofe  priibner,  till  he  fhould  an- 
fwer  for  his  mildemeanours. 

HenJry  proceeding  from  Waterfbrd  to  Cafiiell, 
was  met  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Shure,  by 
Donald  O'BrUn,  king  of  Liihcrick,  who  there 
fwore  fealty  to  him,  and  agreed  to  pay  tribute,  as 
likewifc  did  the  prince  of  Oflbry,  and  the  chiefs 
of  the  fouthern  divifion  of  Ireland*  From  thence 
returning  to  Waterford,  he  fuffirred  himfelf  to  be 
prevailed  on  to  fet  Fitz-Stephen  at  libertyt  bur 
took  from  him  Wexford,  as  being  a  fea^pon 
town,  and  annexed  it  to  his  own  royaf  demefne. 

Afterwards  the  king  marched  to  Dublin,  where 
it  is  faid  that  he  was  very  joyfully  received  by 
the  citizens,  whofe  trade  depended  much  upon 
their  connexion  with  England,  and  who  proba- 
bly would  have  received  the  firft  fettlers  with  hof- 
pitality  inftead  of  enmity,  if  they  had  not  ap- 
proached 
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proached  their  city  in  a  hoftile  manner,  in  order 
to  fupport  the  claims  of  a  tyrant,  who  was  gene- 
rally hated  even  by  his  own  fubjeft^. — But  Henry 
charmed  them  with  his  moderation,  by  which  means 
he  appeared  rather  a$  a  friend  than  a  conqueror  to 
thole  unhappy  citizens  who  had  fufFcred  {o  much 

by  the  depredations  of    his  fubjefts. Hither 

came  0*RoUrk,  and  many  princes  of  the  north 
of  Ireland,  who  fwore  fealty  to  him  as  the  reft 
had  done.  Roderic  O'Connor,  king  of  Connaught, 
and  monarch  of  Ireland,  was  the  laft  who  made 
his  fubmiffion,  as  being  unwilling  to  yield  up  his 
fovereign  power  to  a  foreign  potentate;  yet,  at 
length  he  was  likewife  perfuaded  to  come  in,  and 
met  Hugh  dc  Lacey  and  William  Fitz-Aldelm, 
who  were  commifTioned  to  fettle  the  tribute  he 
was  to  pay,  and  to  receive  his  allegiance. — 

Thu5  was  the  whole  country  brought  under 
fubjcc\don  to  Henry,  without  his  (bedding  a  drop 
of  blood,  which  was  partly  owing  to  the  extra- 
ordinary Junfture  of  circumftances  that  milita- 
ted for  him,  and  partly  to  the  invincible  valour 
of  Strongbow  and  his  adherents. — ^We  have  al- 
ready  mentioned  that  the  king  had  caft  his  eyes 
upon  Ireland  as  a  defireable  acquifition,  which  he 
only  waited  a  favourable  opportunity  of  attempting. 
But  this  was  not  all,  for,  if  we  believe  fome  hif- 
torians,  he  fent  John  of  Salifbury  to  pope  Adrian, 
who  procured  his  holinefs'^  bull  for  the  under- 
taking, which,  however,  Henry  kept  by  him  for 
fome  years,  till  Dermod*s  folicitations  and  the  con- 
fcqucnt  conquefts  of  the  earl  of  Pembroke  and 
his  followers  rendered  it  of  .ufe  to  him.  This 
Bull  was  couched  in  the  following  terms  : 

*•  Adrian,  the  bifhop,    the  fervant  of  the  fer- 

vants  of  God,   to  his  moft  dear  fon  in  Chrift, 

the  noble    king    of   England;    fend-th   greeting, 

and  apoftolic  bcnediftion.-^-f-Your  magnificence 

p  3  hath 
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hath  been  very  careful  and .  ftudious  how  you 
might  enlarge  the  church  of  God  here  on  canh, 
and  incrcafc  the  nun^ber  of  his  faints  and  elect 
in  Heaven  ;  in  that^  as  a  good  catholic  king,  you 
have  and  do,  by  all  means,  labour  and  travail 
to  enlarge  and  ;ncreafe  God's  church,  by  teach- 
ing the  ignorant  people  the  true  and  Chriftian  ir- 
liffion,  and  in  abolifhing  and  rooting  up  the' weeds 
ot  fm  and  wickedncfs.  And  wherein  you  have 
and  do  crave  for  your  better  furtherance,  the 
help  of  the  apoftolic  fee  (wherein  more  fpecdily 
and  direftly  you  proceed)  the  better  fuccefs,  we 
hope  God  will  fend  •,  for  all  they  who  of  a  fer- 
vent zeal  and  love  in  religion,  do  begin  and  en- 
terprize  any  fuch  thing,  (hall,  no  doubt,  in  the 
end,  have  a  good  and  profperous  fuccefs.  And  as 
for  Ireland,  and  all  other  iflands  where  Chrift  is 
known,  and  the  Chriftian  religion  received,  it  is 
out  of  all  doubt,  and  your  excellency  we.^know- 
eth,  they  do  all  appcnain  and  belong  to  the.  right 
of  St.  Peter,  and  of  the  church  of  Rome  ;  and 
we  are  fo  much  the  more  ready,  defirous,  and 
willing  to  fow  the  acceptable  feed  of  God's  word, 
becaule  we  know  the  fame  in  the  latter  day  will 
be  the  moft  feverely  required  at  our  hands.     You 

,  have  (our  wejl  beloved  fon  in  Chrift)  advertifcd 
and  fignified  unto  us,   That  you  will  enter  into 

.  the  land  and  realm  of  Ireland  \  to  the  end  to 
JDting  them  to  obedience  unto  law*  and  under 
your  fubjeftion,  and  to  root  out  from  among 
them  their  fms  and  wicHednefs ;  as  alio  to  yield 
pnd  pay  yearly  out  of  every  houfe,  a  yearly  pen- 

.  fion  of  one  penny  to  St.  Peter ;  and  befides  al- 
fo  will  defend  and  keep  the  rites  of  thofc  churces, 
whole  and  in>^iolate»-^We  therefore!  well  allowing 
^nd  favouring  this  your  godly  difpofition,  and 
commendable  afFedtion ;  do  accept,  ratify,  and 
aflent    unto  this   your  petition  ;    and  do*  gram, 

Thaf 
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That  you  (far  the  dilating  of  Qod's  church,  the 
puniftunent    of  fin,    the  reforming  of    manner?, 
piancing  of  virtue,  and  increafing  of  Chriilian  re- 
ligbn)   do  enter  to  poffcfs  that  land,    and  there 
execute    according    to    yoiir   wifdooi  whatfoever 
Ihall  be  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  iafety 
of  the  realm.— And  farther,  alfo,  we  do  ftriclly 
charge  and  require.  That  all  the  people  of  th^ 
land  do    with  all   humblene&,    dutifulnefs,    and 
honour,    receive   and    accept    you  as  their  liege 
lord    and     fovercign,    rcferving,   and    excepting 
the  right  of  holy  church  to  be  inviolably  pre- 
fervcd  ;  as  ajfo  the  yearly  penfion  of  Peter  Pence, 
out  of  every  houfe,  which  we  require  to  be  truly 
anfwered    to  St»    Peter,    and  to   tlip  church  of 
Rome.     If  therefore  you  do  mind  to  bring  yo^tr 
godly  purpofe  to  effed,  endeavour  to  travail,  to 
reform  the  people  to  Ibme   better  order  and  trade 
of  life,   and  that  alfo  by  your  Iclf,  and  by  fuch 
others  as  you  ihall  think  meet,  true,  and  honeJt 
in  their  life,   manners,  and  converfation,   to  the 
end  the  church  of  God  may  be  beautified,   the 
true  Chriftian  religion  fowed  and  planted,  and  all 
other   things  done,  that  by  any  means,  fhall  or 
may  be  to  God^s  honour,  and  falvation  of  mens 
fouls,    whereby  you  may  in  .the  end  receive  at 
God*s  hands^  the  reward  of  everlalbng  lifcf,  and 
alfo   in   the    nican    time,     in  this   life,   carry  .a 
glorious  fame,   and  an  honourable  report  among 
ail  natioris/*^-^ 

But  there  are  fome  who  qucltioa  the  truth  of 
this  account,  efpecially  among  the  Irifh. — They 
affert  tliat  ndthpr  the  purity  of  Henry's  manners, 
nor  the  rcfpeft  he  fhewed  the  holy  fee,  were  fuch 
as  could  be  fuppofed  to  draw  a  grant  like  this 
from  the  pope  ;  yet  I  am  not  inclined  to  think  it 
3  fi<ilitious  one.  As  to  the  firft  part  of  the  argu- 
incn£|  though  the  charadter  of  this  prince  has  been 

P  4  niuch 
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much  blackened,  yet,  in  fpite  of  all  his  enemies 
could  fay  of  him,  he  was  very  far  firom  being 
either  a  bad  prince  or  a  wicked  man, — ^As  to  the 
fecond,  it  is  well  known  that  the  Jbifliops  of 
Rome,  with  all  their  infallibility,  could  change 
their  fentiments  either  of  kings  or  private  pcr- 
fons,  as  opportunity  offered  for  their  own  ad- 
vantage;  nay,  that  when  it  fuited  their  particu- 
lar purpofes,  that  they  would  even  hold  corrcfpon- 
dencewith  excommunicated  perfons.  And  as  this 
bull  was  faid  to  be  obtained  before  the  murder 
of  Becket  had  incenfed  the  church,  there  is  no- 
thing very  improbable  in  the  ftory.  According 
to  the  fame  authorities,  this  bull  was  afterwards 
confirmed  by  another  of  pope  Alexander  die 
Third,  the  tenor  of  which  was  as  follows : 

'*  Alexander  the  bifhop,  the  fervant  of  the  fer- 
vants  of  God,  to  his  dearly  beloved  fon,  the  no- 
ble king  of  England,  greeting,  grace  and  apof- 
tolic  benedidion.-— Forafmuch  as  things  given  and 
granted,  upon  good  reafon,  by  our  predeceflbrs, 
are  to  be  well  allowed  of,  ratified,  and  confirmed; 
we,  well  confidering  and  pondering  the  grant  and 
privilege  for  and  concerning  the  dominion  of 
the  land  of  Ireland,  to  us  appertaining,  and  lately 
given  by  Adrian  our  predeccfibr  \  we  following 
his  (^eps,  do  in  like  manner  confirm,  ratify,  and 
,  allow  the  fame ;  referving  and  faving  to  ^u  Pe- 
ter, and  to  the  church  of  Rome,  the  yearly  pen- 
fion  of  one  penny  out  of  every  houfe,  as  wdl  in 
England  as  m  Ireland,-~Provided  alfo.  That  the 
barbarous  people  of  Ireland  by  your  means  be 
reformed,  and  recovered  froth  that  filthy  life  and 
abominable  converfation,  that  as  in  name,  fo  in 
life  and  manners  they  may  be  Chriftians,  and  that 
as  that  rude  and  difordered  church  being  by  you 
reformed,   the  whole  nation  may  alfo  with  the 

poflef- 
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pofleffioh  of  the  name  be  in  a&  and  deed  followers 
of  the  fame," 

It  is  needleis  to  obferve  that  the  authority  of 
both  the  bulls  above  recited  muft  ftand  or  fall  to- 
gether ;  yet  I  have  only  takm  notice  of  them  as  ^ 
of  other  matters  recorded  in  hiftory,  not  as  any 
proof  to  fupport  the  right  of  king  Henry  to 
the  dominion  of  Ireland,  fince  the  pope  could 
not  give  away  that  which  never  belonged  to  him ; 
and  it  would  be  the  mod  abfurd  thing  imagina- 
ble in  proteftant  princes,  who  lived  many  ages 
after  him,  to  found  their  claim  upon  an  authority 
which  in  all  other  refpedbs  they  do  not  allow,  and 
which  if  they  did,  might  as  well  give  away  their 
own  kingdom,  as  Ireland,  and  in  truth  with 
equal  judgement  and  propriety. 

But  I  cannot  help  ooferving  here  what  great  of- 
fence feme  of  the  Irifli  have  taken  at  the  ex- 
prefllons  in  thefe  bulls,  which  intimate  the  favage 
and  barbarous  ftate  of  the  people  of  that  country, 
and  the  decline  of  religion  among  them. — Keat- 
ing is  one  of  thcl'e, — and  yet  who  can  read  that 
part  of  his  own  hiftory,  which  refers  to  the  pe- 
riod in  queftion,  without  owning  that  notwith- 
ftanding  there  might  be  fome  few  learned  and 
pious,  and  many  more  enthufiaftic  biihops'and 
monks  in  Ireland,  yet  the  bulk  of  the  people 
had  moft  deplorably  departed  from  the  prafticc 
of  the  Chriftian  religion,  how  well  foever  they 
might  afFcdt  to  think  of  its  precepts  ? — And  in- 
deed that  very  circumftance,  under  colour  of 
which  the  pontiff*  gave  away  their  dominions, 
was,  in  another  fcnfe,  the  caufc  of  their  lofing  them  5 
for  if  there  had  been  any  fparks  of  virtue  re- 
maining in  the  brcafts  ot  cither  the  princes  or 
Acir  people,  they  would  never  have  bten  fub- 
dued  as  they  were  by  foreign  power ; — ^they 
would  not  have  been  perpetually  committing  de- 
predations 
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predadons  on  their  ncigkbcmrs  territories,  ^  and 
drawing  out  their  armies  againft  thofe  whom  they 
ought  to  have  efteemed  as  their  friends  when  the 
common  enemy  was  even  at  their  doors,  and  bar* 
raffing  the  more  innocent  and  quiet  part  of  their 
cx>untrymen  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  had  caufe 
to  rejoice  radier  than  grieve  at  the  conquefi:  o( 
the  Knglifb,  and  be  happy  in  a  fubmifiion  to  any 
power  that  was  exerciled  with  moderation,  rather 
than  be  conftantiy  the  prey  of  contending  par- 
ties, and  the  unhappy  vidims  of  crud  tyranny,  or 
lawiefs  faftion. 

But  to  return, — as  a  prcfumptivc  proof  and 
conBrmatton  that  Henry  had  received  and  paid 
fcune  regard  to  the  bulb  above-n)entioiied,  after 
having  been  acknowledged  by  the  IriCh  princes 
and  chiefs,  and  having  feafted  them  royally  at 
Dublin,  we  find  him  removing  to  CaftieU,  where 
he  convened  a  national  fynod,  and  feveral  canons 
were  made  and  ratified  reftraining  certain  difor- 
derly  cuftoms  in  thechurph,  and  ena&ing  many 
wholefome  ordinances. 

In  this  fynod,  to  which  the  king  fent  his  own 
chaplain,  the  bifhop  of  Lifinore  prefided,  and  the 
Keating,  following  atticlcs  were  agreed  upon  :  *♦  Firft,  it  is 
decreed,  That  all  good,  faithful,  and  Chriftian 
people,  throughout  Ireland,  fiiould  forbear  and 
fliun  to  marry  with  their  near  kinsfolks  and  cou- 
fins,  and  marry  with  fuch  as  lawfully  they  ihould 
do. 

Secondly,  That  children  (hall  be  catechifed 
without  the  church  door,  and  baptifed  in  the  font 
appointed  in  the  churches  for  the  fame. 

Thirdly,  That  every  Chriflian  body  do  faith- 
fully and  truly  pay  yearly  the  tithes  of  his  cat- 
tle, corn,  and  other  his  increafe  and  profits  to 
{he  church  or  parilh  where  he  is  a  parilhioner. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,  That  all  the  church  lands  and  pof- 
felTions  throughout  all  Ireland,  fhall  be  free  from 
all  iecular  exadions  and  impolitions  •,    and  efpe- 
cially,  that  no  lords,  earls,  or  noblemen,  nor  tlieir 
children,    or  family   fhall    extort,    or  take    any 
coigne  and  livery,  cofheries,  nor  cuddies,  nor  any 
other  like  cuftom,  from  thenceforth,  in  or  upon 
any  of  the  church   lands  and   territories.     And 
likewife  that  they,  nor  no  other  perfon,  do  hence- 
forth exad   out   of    the   faid    church,  lands  old 
wicked  and  deteftable  cuftoms  of  coigne  and  li* 
very,    which   they    were    wont   to  extort    upon 
Aich  towns  and  villages  of  the  churches  as  were 
near,  and  next  bordering  upon  them. 

Fifthly,  That  when  eric,  or  compofition,  is 
made  among  tl>e  lay  people,  for  any  murder, 
that  no  perfon  of  the  clergy  (though  he  be  of 
kin  to  any  of  the  parties)  ihall  contribute  any 
thing  thereunto  •,  but  as  they  be  guiltlefs  from 
the  murder,  fo  (hall  they  be  free  from  •  payment 
of  money  for  any  fuch  eric  or  relcafe  from  the 
fame. 

Sixthly,  That  all  and  every  good  Chriftian  be- 
ing fick  and  weak,  Ihall  before  the  prieft  and  his 
neighbours,  make  his  lad  will  and  teitament  -,  and 
his  debts  and  fervanta  wages  being  paid,  all  his 
moveables  to  be  divided  (if  he  hath  any  children^ 
into  three  parts  :  whereof  one  part  to  be  for  the 
children,  another  for  his  widow,  and  the  third 
part  to  be  for  the  performance  of  his  will.  And 
if  fo  be  he  have  no  children,  then  the  goods  to 
be  divided  into  two  parts,  whereof  the  one  moiety 
to  be  for  his  wife,  and  the  other  for  the  perfor- 
mance of  his  will  and  teftament.  And  if  he  have 
no  wife,  but  only  children,  then  the  goods  to  be 
hkcwife  divided  into  two  parts,  whereof  the  one 
to  be  to,  himfelf,  and  the  other  to  his  children. 

Seventhly,    That  every  Chriftian,    being  dead, 
and  dying  in  the  Catholic  faith,  fhall  be  reverent- 
ly 
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ly  brought  to  the  church,  and  be  buried  as  apper- 
taincth. 

Finally,  That  all  the  divine  fcrvicc  in  the 
church  of  Ireland  fhall  be  kept,  ufed,  and  ob- 
ferved,  in  the  like  order  and  manner  as  it  is  in 
the  church  of  England: — For  it  is  meet  and  right, 
that  as  by  God's  providence  and  appointment, 
Ireland  is  now  become  fuMeft  and  under  the  king 
of  England,  fo  the  fame  uiould  take  fix)m  thence 
the  order,  rule,  and  manner,  how  to  reform  thcm- 
felves,  and  to  live  in  better  order.  For  whatfo- 
ever  good  thing  is  befallen  to  the  church  and 
realm  of  Ireland,  either  concerning  religon,  or 
peaceable  government,  they  owe  the  fame  to  die 
king  of  England,  and  are  to  be  thankful  unto 
.*"  '  him  for  the  fame.  For  before  his  coming  into 
the  land  of  Ireland,  many  and  all  forts  of  wick- 
ednefs  in  times  paft  flowpd  and  reigned  among 
them,  all  which,  now  by  his  authority  and  good- 
nefs  are  abolifhed.*' 

Thus,  which  is  very  remarkable,  the  a6ts  of  this 
affembly,  which  was  a  kind  of  parliament  as  well 
as  a  (ynod,  concluded  with  an  acknowledgement 
that  all  the  good  order  which  was  eftablifhed  both 
in  church  and  ftate,  was  owinjg  to  the  king  of 
England,  who  had  fet  himfeltabout  the  good 
work  that  the  pope  had  enjoined,  and  that  the 
whole  body  of  people  owned  was  abfblutely  nc- 
ceffary  to  their  well  being,  by  confcfling  the  enor- 
mities praftifed  before  the  arrival  of  the  En^ilh 
in  their  country.   . 

/As  to  the  qiieftion  of  right  (fetting  afidethis; 
patent  of  his  holinefs's)  that  is  a  matter  which  has 
been  much  difputed,  and  which  it  will  tike  much 
confideration  to  determine*  If  we  (hould  reft  it 
only  upon  conqueft,  which  is  but  a  right  to  every 
wrong,  then  we  muft  fet  up  force  rather  than 
juftice,  efpecially  fince  there  was  not  even  a  law- 
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ful  occafion  for  war,  (however  Henry's  courtiers 
might   glois  the  matter  over)    between  the  two 
neighbouring  nations  ^    for  as  to  the  piracies  of 
fomc  of  the  Iriih,    they  were  rather  matters   of 
private  than  of  public  concern ;  and  befides,  thefe 
were  never  alleoged  by  thofe  Englifh  and  Welch 
who  firft  entered  the  country,    as  a   reafon  for 
their  coming,  neither  was  there  any  reftituion  de- 
manded or  any  remonfbance  made  upon  th^  occa- 
fion.— And  as  to  the  caufe  of  Dermod,  it-was  the 
caufe  of  wickednefs  and  injuftice,  nor  could  the 
retort  faid  to  be  made  on  Roderic  who  accufed  him 
of  lewdnefs  in  his  letter,  by  any  means  fof ten  the 
matter,  fipce  the  crimes  of  one  man  can  never,  in 
fuch  a  caie,  palliate  thore  of  another.    Again,  if 
the  claim  be   eftablifhcd   on  the  foundapon  of 
the  marriage  between  the  earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Eva  the  daughter  of  Dermod  (which  I  believe 
is  moft  infifted  upon  of  any)  it  is  very  judici- 
oufly  obierved  by  a  foreign  author,  that  admit- 
ting this  title,  it  can  hold  good  for  no  other  part 
of   the  kingdom    than   Leinfter,    at  moft,    and 
thofe  other  appendages  which  that  prince  ftood 
po'flclled  of,  fince  he  could  not  give  away  what 
he  really  never  had. — And    as  to  the  diljputed 
claim  to   the  mon^rrchy  by  defcent,  if -Roderic's 
was  not  a  good  one,  Dermod's  was    no  better, 
and  therefore  he  who  held  po&flion,  and  was  ap- 
proved by  the  majority  of  the  people,  ought  ccr- 
lainly  in  this  cafe  to  be  confidered  as  the  mo- 
narch. 

Yet,  in  the  opinion  of  fome,  Henry  had  a 
much  better  title  than  any  of  thefe  to  plead  ^  for 
he  had  the  confent  and  homage  of  the  monarch 
himfelf,  and  of  the  petty  princes  under  him,  and 
the  fuSrages  of  the  clergy  and  others  in  a  na- 
tbnal  council  aflembled,  as  mentioned  above^  who, 
acknowledging  themfclves  and   all  the  kingdom 

indebted 
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indebted  vo  him  for  the  good  order  he  had  intra* 

duced,  were  content,   on  that  account,  to  wave 

all  claims  of  his  countrymen,    and  to  recognifc 

his  title  as   fovcrcign  lord   of  Ireland. — ^^And  I 

think  this  claim  mud  bean  unexceptionable  one, 

in  a  country  where  hereditary  right  was  fo  little 

attended  to,   if  we  could  be  aflTured  that  no  in- 

^    .flucnce  either  of  threats  or  promifes  were  ufed  to 

extort  fuch  a  compliance,  or  that  the  Irifli  were 

not  by  Hcnry*s  power  over-awed  into  the  doii^ 

that  which  orherwifc  they  might  have  abhormi 

the  thoughts  of. — It  is  certain  that  Henry,  though 

he  marched  with  an   army  through  the  country, 

had  conitT)cnced  no  hoftiltties,    and  though  it  is 

impoflible  to  aflcit  whether  die  force  he  had  with 

him  did  not  operate  by  ftrikiog  a  terror  into  the 

minds  of  Iriflimen  \  yet,  at  leaft,  we  do  not  hear 

of  any  particular  threateoings  ufed  upon  this  oc- 

cafion. 

Having  given  the  principal  arguments  made  ufc 
of  in  this  rontroverfy,  I  Ihall  leave  it  to  the  rea^ 
der's  judgen^nt  to  decermine  on  the  validity  of 
Henry's  tide  ;— 43ut  I  muft  at  the  lame  time  ob* 
fcrve,  that  whatever  objeftions  might  be  raiied  to 
the  government  of  that  prince, — the  Irifh  monarch 
being  ftill  alive,  though  redilced  to  the  condition 
of  a  fciKiatory  chief,  and  mens  minds   and  dif- 
}x)fitions  not  yet  reconciled  to  the  cliange  in  the 
ftate,  which  like  all  other  revolutions,  though  ne- 
ver ib  wifely  condu6led  muit  terminate  to  the  in-' 
jury  of  Ionic  individuals  •,  thouj;h  it  was  then  non 
wonderful  that  the  natives  fnould  not  be  ealily  re- 
conciled to  a  foreign  dominion  i  thefc  objcftions  can 
by  no  mL'ans  bs  alkdged  with  propriety  in  excufe 
for  any  revolts  or  irifurreftions  aniong  the  Irifli  in 
later  ages,  when  thfe  cauie  being  removed,  the  ef- 
fc(fl  might  rcafonably  be  exj>e<ilcd   to  ceafe,  and 
when  the  natives  of  that  iflajid  polTciiing  the  pri- 
vileges 
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vileges  and  imiminities  of  free  fubjefts,  ought 
to  have  conlidered  tbemfclves  as  olie  people  with 
the  Englilh.— — And,  as  to  the  debate  concerning 
the  right  either  of  conqueft  or  fuccefllon,  by  which 
Ireland  is  annexed  to  the  crown  of  England,  to 
revive  it  in  thcfe  days  is  the  height  of  madnefs 
and  folly  5  for  if  the  tenure  by  which  Ireland  is 
annexed  tothe  crown  of  Great  Britain  after  fo  lon^ 
pofleffion  is  a  matter  properly  to  be  called  in  quel* 
ftion,  then  what  rights  either  of  nations  or  private 
men,  originating  in  thofe  militaty  ages  can  be  fecure, 
and  who  either  amongft  our  nation  or  their  own 
with  juftice  can  defend  the  eftate  that  he  is  pof- 
lefled  of  ?  A  fcrutiny  of  this  kind  muft  naturally 
confound  all  claims  of  property,  and  would  be 
fo  far  from  determining  the  queflion  of  Hgbt^ 
that  it  would  go  near  to  overthrow  the  yery  idea 
of  its  exiftence. 

To  conclude  thefc  obfervations,— I  muft  take 
norice  that  though  Henry's  tkle  might  appear 
to  many  of  the  Irifh  to  be  very  defeftive,  Us 
government  of  them  (allowing  for  the  times) 
was  far  from  being  lb.— They  had  been  fubdued  at 
firft  by  arms,  but  they  muft  have  been  kept  in 
fubjeftion  by  policy.  Yet  the  king  of  England 
certainly  owed  much  to  the  prowefs  of  thofe  who 
firft  effected  the  fettlement  in  the  country,  and 
how  much  focver  he  might  pique  himfelf  upon 
any  claims  he  had  in  Ireland,  or  any  laws  he  efta- 
btiihed  there  to  maintain  them,  it  is  certain  that  he 
was  indebted  for  the  firft  poifefTion  of  the  country 
entirely  to  the  valour  and  ikill  of  the  renowned 
carl  of  Pembroke. 

Before  I  dole  this  book,  I  Ihall  fpeak  of  fome 
of  the  learned  and  religious  men^  who  Bouriihed 
m  the  interval  of  time  from  the  acceflion  of  Brian 
Boiroimhe  to  the  conqueft  of  the  ifland  by  the 
£ngli(h  J — ^the  reader  will  not  wonder  if  it  is  but 

a  fborc 


ft24     .  H  ISTORY    OF    IRELA  N  D. 

a  fhort  one»  when  he  confiders  the  troubles  of  the 
times,  and  the  unfettled  date  of  the  kingdom, 
which  muft  ncccflarily  be  very  prejudicial  to  the 
progrcfs  of  knowledge  and  fcience  amongft  die  un- 
happily divided  natives. 

Marianus  Scotus,  a  chronologer  of  the  firft 
rank,  was  bom  in  the  beginning  of  the  elevendi 
century,  and  wrote  an  univerfal  chronicle  of  his 
time.  He  retired  from  the  world  about  die  mid- 
dle of  it,  to  Germany ;  where  he  {hut  himfelf  up' 
in  a  convent  at  Cologne,  afterwards  at  Fulda,  and 
at  laft  died  at  Mentz.  He  wrote,  befides  the 
chronicles  above-mentioned,  the  Harmony  of  the 
Hvang^liib,  Amendments  to  Dionyfius,  of  the 
great  Pafcal  Cycle,  Annotations  on  the  Scriptures, 
Commentaries  on  the  Pfalms,  a  Notitia  ,of  bodi 
Empires,  and  fome  other  trafts. 

Near  the  fame  period  lived  Tigemach,  who 
wrote  the  Annals  of  Ulftfcr,  in  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury.; andMelifa  of  Munfter,  the  author  of  fonie 
philofbphical  works  that  have  tranfmitted  his  name 
to  pofterity. 
.  .^  In  the  twefth  century,  before  the  conqucft, 
lived  Gilbert,  bifhop  of  Limerick,  and  the  pope's 
legate  in  the  fynod  mentioned  in  the  reign  of 
Morcogh  O'Brian,  who  wrote  fome  epiftks,  and 
a  book  of  the  ftate  of  the  church, — But  the  moft 
famous  perfon  of  that  age,  was  Malachy  O  Mor- 
gar,  archbi(hop  of  Ardmagh,  who  wrote  many 
epiflles  to  Bernard,  a  Book  of  general  Conftitu- 
tions,  of  the  laws  of  Celibacy,  of  Traditions, 
the  Life  of.  Cuthbert,  an  Epiftle  to  David^  king 
of  the  Scots,  and  a  Prophecy  of  the  Popes  of 
Rome.  He  built  a  ftone  oratory. at  Bangor  in 
Ireland,  like  what  he  had  feen  in  other  countries, 
whicJh  is  faid  to  be  the  firft  of  the  fort  ereftcd  in 
that  kingdom. 

There 
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There  are  indeed  befides  thefe,  others  men* 
tioncd  by  fome  of  the  Irifh  writers  ^  but  thefe 
are  the  perfons  of  the  principal  note  among  them 
all,  a  lift  of  whom  may  feem  to  ibew  the  ftate  of 
learning  in  Ireland,  about  the  time  we  are 
fpeaking  of,  which  introduced  the  Engliib  and 
tneir  manners  among  them,  and  altered  in  many 
inflances  the  religious  as  well  as  the  civil  ftate  of 
that  kingdom. 

Having  thus  feen  king  Henry's  power  acknow- 
ledged, and  the  Enghih  fettled  in  the  ifland^ 
I  Siall  now  leave  the  reader  to  make  his  own 
reflexions  on  this  extraordinary  and  unexpected 
event,  and  put  a  period  to  the  (econd  book  of 
this  hiftory. 


End  of  rnt  SECOND  BOOK. 
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AI>  Ju^  thw^^  BmfiS  tfmsn  lktI|4^  in;  fttland, 
king  Henry,  after  fpcnding*  the  winter, 
which  was  very  tempefteous,  at  Dublin^  with- 
drew  from^  thence  in  the  ipring,  having  received 
advice  that  the  pope  had  difpatched  two  cardinals 
to  Normandy,  in  order  there  to  fee  and  examine 
him  concerning  the  death  of  Thomas  Becket,  late 
archbiihop  ot  Canterbury,  who  had  been  niur- 
jtteicd  in  his  own  cathedral  church,  on  account  of 
his  haughtinels  towards  his  mafter,  though,  as  it 
feems,  not  by  his  immediate  orders,— That  prince, 
before  his  departure  kft  Strongbow,  earl  of  Pem- 
broke, in  poflcilion  of  the  province  of  Lcinfter, 
which  he  held  as  a  fief  of  the  Englilh  crowns 

at 
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at  the  famp  time  that  he  appointed  Hugh  cjd 
Laccy  jufticiary  of  Ireland;  leaving  him  the  ga- 
vernrtient  of  DiibKn.— Healfo  bef^owed  upon  die 
latter  the  government  of'  Mearh,  (which  hacj  be* 
fore  been  granted  in.  part  to  O'Rpurk,  by  Rode- 
ric  O'Connor,)  a  ftep  which  much  difpleafed  thfj 
king  of  Breffhy,  and  almoft  all  the  Irifh  nation. 
He  left  Humphry  de  Bohun  in  charge  of  Watcr^ 
ford,  and  comniittcd  Wexford  to  the  care  of 
Fitzaldelm,  ordering  caftlds  to  be  built  in  thcfe 
towns,  and  taking  into  His  own  fervicc  Raytpond^ 
Miles  Cogan,  and  many  of  the  earPs  beft  offiperS| 
being  jealous  of  the  great  power  of  that  npblc- 
man  in  a  newly  conquered  country. 

Thus  all  things  remained  at  king  Henry's  de* 
parture,  but  tlius  they  did '  not  remain  long  ;  fof 
0*Ro,urk  foon  after  began  to  Ihew  his  refenrment 
of  the  parr  that  monarch  had  afted  in  difpofing 
of  Mearh  to  Hugh  Lacey.  Hojvcver,  it  was  pro^ 
pofed  Jjy  fome  who.  wifhcd'  to  preferve  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom,  that  thefe  two  rivals  Ihould  meel! 
and  compromife  their  difierences.  For  this  pur- 
pofc  they  met  oi>  a  bill  ncax  Dublin,  attended  by 
an  equal  number  of  followers,  the  Engliib  bring 
armed  only  with  their  fwords,*  and  the  Irifh  only 
with  their  axes.— rThe  lord  Heutcnant  and  the  Irifh 
prince  then  withdrew  together  to  fome  diftance, 
but  the  latter  had  laid  a  phn  to  deftroy  hrs  ene-: 
my ;  fd  finding  an  excufe  tq  leave  him,  he  made  a 
fignal  to  a  band  of  men  that  he  had  placed  iti 
ambulh  to  .come  up  and  fall  upon  him,  at  the 
fame  time  advancing  towards  him  with  his  axe 
uplifted,  and  his  countenance  inflamed  with  wrath. 
Happily  for  the  intended  viftim,  one  Gryffith,  a 
Welch  kni^t,  who  fufpedled  fome  treachery  had 
drawn  .off  feVeral  knights  towards  that  part  of  the 
hill  where  the  conference  was  held,  and  there,  un- 
der pretence  of  olring  with'  each  other,  they  ob- 
0^2  fcrvcd 
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iirrved  all  that  paflecL  In  the  mean  time  Fitz.- 
Gerald  came  up  time  enough  to  aid  JLmccj  -, — he 
was  rctinag  from  the  fury  of  the  kin^  or  BttS- 
ny,  who  already  aimed  a  blow  at  his  nval's  head^ 
which  cut  off  the  arm  of  his  interpreter.^ — ^But 
now  findic^  Gryfiiths*s  people  advance  as  faft  as 
his  own,  0*Rourk  concluding  that  the  latter  would 
be  routed,  prepared  to  make  his  eTcape  on  horfe* 
back  'p  but  while  he  was  mountings  the  Welch 
knighty  with  one  pufh  of  his  lance,  flew  both 
man  and  horfe  together  •»  the  king  of  Breffny*$ 
people  were  routed  with  great  flauehtcr,  and  his 
nead  being  cut  off,  was  placed  on  the  great  gate 
cf  the  cattle  of  Dublin,  and  lus  body  treated  with 
great  indignitv  by  the  coni|uerois. ^A  moft  la- 
mentable end  tor  an  ir^ured  prince,  whole 
9Sgreffor  had  defcended  in  peace  to  has  grave,  yet 
itviewed  in  another  U^t  (fuch  as  doubtlefs  the 
Englifh  chofe  to  behoQ  it  in)  a  juft  punifhment 
for  treachery,  and  the  breach  of  the  moft  folemn 
compafls,  which  however  others  had  no  kfs  dc- 
ierved,  though  by  the  kindneis  of  fortune  they 
were  not  fated  to  luflfcr  it. 

After  this  the  earl  of  Pembroke  made  war 
againft  0*Dempfey,  chief  of  Ophaly,  for  notat^ 
tending  his  court,  but  after  having  ravaged  his 
country,  the  £nglifh  under  the  Earl's  command, 
were  defeated  on  their  return  home^  their  booty 
being,  wrefted  from  them,  Robert  de  Quiney, 
the  chief  conftable  flain^  and  the  ftandard  of 
.  Leinfter  taken  by  the  enemy. 

Before  Strongbow  cotdd  put  himfelf  into  a  cor- 
ditbn  to  revenge  this  upon  the  Infh  he  was  obliged 
to  go  over  to  king  Henry  in  France^  who  ioon 
after  lent  him  back  agfun  loaded  with  hosours  to 
Ireland,  confering  the  lieutenancy  of  that  king- 
dom on  him,  which  Lacey  refigned  as  ibon  as 
he  received  bis  matter's  order  for  that  purpofe. 

The 
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The  tzrl  at  his  arrival  found  affairs  in  great 
confufion,   the  Irilh  being  ready  to  revolt,  and 
the  Englilh  generals    Hervey   and  Raymond  at 
variance.     The  latter  upon  repeated  folicitions  he 
permitted  to  make  excurfions  into  Ophaly,'  where 
they  took  a  great  booty,  and  afterwards  into  Mun* 
fter,  which  they  cruelly  ravaged,    and  took  and 
lacked  Lifmbre.    In  effeft,  this  was  only  a  war 
made  for  plunder,  and  the  foldiery  who  had  been 
4o  clamorous  to   begin  it    being  intercepted  by 
the  citizens  of  Waterford,  on  their  return,  were 
iacar  paying  dearly  for  their  rapine;  but  Adam' 
de  Hereford,    a  chief  of  great  valour,  fuftained 
them,  defeated  the  enemy,  and  brought  them  off 
much   better  than  they  defervcd. — At  the  fame, 
time  Dermod,  Mac  Carthy,  prince  of  Defmond, 
being  overthrown  by  Raymond,  the    army    con- 
tinued then- depredations  in  thofe  parts  without* 
fear  of  farti^br  interruption. 

But  the  fuccefles  of  the  Englilh  were  foon' 
flopped  by  the  return  of  Raymond  into  Wales, 
in  refentment  for  the  earl  of  Pembroke*s  refufal 
to  give  him  the  office  of  conftable  and  ftandard- 
bearer,  and  his  filter  Bafilea  in  marria^,  After 
his  departure,  Hervey  de  Mountmaurice  taking 
the  command  of  the  carPs  forces  in  Leinfter, 
being  upon  an  expedition  to  Cork,  was  furprifed 
in  his  camp  bv  Donald  O'Brian,  prince  of  Li- 
merick, and  after  having  fuffered  great  lofs,  was 
forced  to  fliut  himfclf  up  in  Waterford,  the  Irilh ' 
forces  every  day  increafing.  and  Roderic  himfclf 
being  in  arms  for  the  recovery  of  his  monarchy,  they 
now  began  to  return  the  injuries  they  had  received, 
and  even  ravaged  the  Country  of  the  Englidi  to 
the  gates  of  Dublin,  till  Stronebow  alarmed  at 
their  fuccefles,  condefcended  to  folicit  Raymond*8 
fccurn^  ^who  arriving  with  one  Meyler,  thirty 
Q  3  knights. 
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knight?  «nd  a  body  of  EnglUh  fwccs  near  Water- 
ford,  the  Irifh  not  daring  to  encounter  Tikn,  he 
conduftcd  the  eari  from  thence  to  Wexford,  ~'Ne- 
yerthclefs  a  party  of  Dflmen  afterwards  icaroc  into 
Watcrfofd,  and  murdered  all  the  Engliib  remain- 
ing  ^in  'the  houfes ;  byt  hot  being  able  fo  reduce 
Reginald's  tower  in  that  city,  were  thcmfclvcs  foon 
expelled  by  thc^arrifon  of  the.  fortrcfs. 

But  Raymond,  in  the  iritferim,  was  married 
with  the  confenrof  Strbngbow  to  his  beautiful  lifter, 
incl  foon  after  marching  towards  Dublin,  gave  a 
^heck  to  the.progrcTs  ol  Roderick,  and  recovered 
all  Meath.  After  which  he  turned  his  arms  againft 
Ponald  O'Brian,  and  attacked  the  city  of  Limerick, 
which  he  took  by  ftbrm,  though  his  forces  Teemed 
very  unequal  to  fuch  an  entcrprize. 

But  as  Raymond  Was  thus  prbc'eeding  in  his 
conquefts,  he  was  recalled  by  Henry,  who  had 
been  informed,  hot  wfthout  juftice,  tiHjt  that  chief 
carried  on  a  piratical  war  in  the  country,  and  was 
belides  (though  .ppfhaps  with  lefs  grounds)  led  to 
fufpe£):  him  of  a  defign  of  ufurping  the  dominion  of 
it  tor  himfclf  J  a  cir'cumftance  which  much  alarmed 
his  matter, 

,  .As  he  was  preparing  to  depart,  Donald  O'Brian 
bcfiisgcd  Limerick,  hoping  to  retake  it ;  but  when 
Strongbow  attemptied  to  march  to  its  relief,  the 
(oldiers  refufed  fcrving  under  any  other  but  Ray- 
rhbnd  I  to  whom  the  earl  was  obliged,  on  that  ac- 
count, to  give  the  command  of  the  forces. — That 
general  thereupon  fet  forward  upon  the  expedition, 
alTociating  with  him  the  chiefs  of  Oflbry  and  Kin- 
fale,  Who  were  Dpnald's.  enemies.'— Donald  had  by 
this  time  raifed  the  fiege,  but  lay  encamped  in  a 
ftrcight  to  oppofc  them  i  at;  whic1i,-as  foon  as  the 
EngUrii  arrived,  fhe  chief  of  Oflbfy,*  their  ally,  is 
faid  to  have  thus  ad^reffcd  them : 

r  0  ye, 


'**  -Ofc;  whofcarmsfhave  fiibdue^'tU^  fend,  bfc- 
**  have  jF^wfeJvc3  wdl  this  day!— ^If  ypq  cOnquer, 
*'  our  bxe$  fh^l  jpkn  your  fwords  in  wounc^  tbe 
**  ba(;|cs  pf  the  dofcprnfited  and  flying  iocs-;  but  if 
**  ye  ih(n^  be  vanq\ii{hc4  tfeefe  'Weapons,  whiqli 
^  always  ftrike  <m  the  fide  of  the  conqu^orst  will 
*'  certainly  be  employed  againflt  you-** 
.  Thus  ftlmulaced,  the  HftgUIh  matfe  fb-ftmocis  aa 
attack  upon  thelri£h,  that  they  put  tliem  entirely  to 
the  rout  ^  and  ibon  sL&er  not  only  Donald  0*Brian« 
iut  Koderic  himfdf  held  conferences  with  Ray- 
wond  concerning  a  treaty  of  peace,  dofiring  to  be 
/admitted  to  renew  cbeir  oaths  of  fedty  «ul  alle- 
giance. 

DernKxl  ifisa:  Cardiy  then  foliated  and  prefently 
obtained  Kaftnond -s  aid  againft  his  fon,  who  was 
intent  upon  driving  him  out  of  his  territiOries,  to 
the  full  poffefiion  of  which  they  rcftored  him ; — the 
rebellious  young  prince  indeed  foon  afi;er  revokedt 
but  being  put  to  death  by  his  father,  the  latter  was 
once  more  in  quiet  poflellion  of  his  rights  and 
chefe  fuccefles  made  u  impolitic  to  infift  on  Rs^- 
Biond's  return  to  England. 

When  Henry's  afiairs  abroad  gave  him  Icaye,  he  a.  bu 
began  to  attend  fenoufly  to  the  conclufion  of  a  de-  "75* 
finitive  oreatj  with  Rodferic  0*Connor,  whofc  chan- 
cellor iwaited  on  him  at  Windfor,  where  a  great 
coundl  being  held  for  the  purpofe,  a  peace  was  ra- 
tified, the  following  imicles,  being  agreed  upon 
.between  the  two  princes  : 

**  Henry  granted  to  his  liegeman  Rodci»ic  that  he 
fcould  be  a  iitfg  under  Sm^  ready  to  ferve  him  as 
bis  vajfaij  and  that  he  Aiotild  hold  his  own  terri- 
tories as  well  and  astpedceably,  as  he  hiad  hle^d  them 
before  the  conning  of  Henry  into  Ireland.  He 
was  likewife  to  hav^  uiider  his  rule  and.domink>n 
all  the  reft  of  the  ifland,  tod  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
^but  wifh  fame  exceptions^  'which  are  afterwards 
Q4  ^ 
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fpecified  in  the  treatf .)  and  to  exereife  jfurifiliftion 
over  them  all  (kings  and  princes  included)  ib  as  to 
oblige  them  to  pay  their  tribute  to  the  kbg  of 
En^and  through  his  hands,  and  to  preferve  to 
that  monarch  his  other  rights.    They  were  likcwifc 
to  hold  in  peace  "whatfoever  they  poflefled  at  that 
time,  fo  long  as  they  remained  faithful  to  the  king 
of  England,  and  paid  him  their  tribute  and  what 
elfe  he  claimed  by  right,  through  the  king  of  Con* 
naught^s  hands  %  faving  in  all  things  the  prerogative 
and  the  honour  of  both  thofe  kings.     And  in  cafe 
that  any  of  them  fliould  rebel  againft  either,  and 
refufe  to  pay  their  tribute  or  other>  duties  in  the 
manner  before  prefcribed,  or  fhould  depart  from 
their  fealty  to  the  king  of  England,  the  king  of 
Connaught  was  to  judge  them  and  remove  them 
from  their  governments,  or  from  their  pofleflions. 
It  was  likewife  agreed  and  declared,  that  if  Ro- 
dericks own  ftrength  (hould  not  be  fu^cient  to  do 
thefe  things,  the  king  of  England's  conftable,  and 
his  other  fcrvants  and  foldicrs,  Ihould  aflfift  him 
therein  upon  his  requifition,  fo  far  as  they  Ihouki 
find  needful    The  tribute  demanded  of  him  out  of 
all  his  own  territories,  and  others  in  the  ifland,  was 
a  hide  faleable  for  the  merchant,  from  every  tendi 
beaft  of  all  the  cattle  killed  there  \  except  that  in 
thofe  diftridts  which  the  king  of  England  retained 
as  his  demefnes,  or  in  thofe  of  his  barons,  he  was 
not  to  intermeddle ;  namely,  in  DubUn,  and  all  its 
appurtenances  I  in  Meath,  and  all  its  appurtenances, 
(comprehending  therein  whatfoever  had  been  held 
by  O^Rourk,   or  by  any  who  had  held  that  pro- 
vince after  him^  and  in  Wexford,  and  all  the  ter- 
ritory thereof)  and  in  all  the  reftof  Leinfter  and  in 
Watorford,  with  the  country  between  that  city  and 
Dungarvan,  this  latter  place,  with  all  its  appur^ 
tenances,  included,     And  if  any  of  the  Irifh  who 
b*d  fl«i  frpntj  the  territories  of  the  king's  barons, 

Jhould 
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ftould  defiga  to  return  thither,  they  might  do  &  in 
peace,  paying  the  tribute  above  mentioned,  as  other 
did  I  or  doing  the  amient  fcrvices,  which  they  ufed 
to  do  fortheir  lands,  as  their  lords  fhould  like  belt 
But  if  any  of  the  Iri(h,  who  were  fubjeAs  to  the 
kingof  Connaught,  fhould  refufe  to  return  to  him, 
he  might  compel  them  to  do  it ;  after  which  they 
were  quietly  to  remain  in  his  land.  Moreover  the 
faid  king  was  empowered  to  take  hoftages  from 
all  choie  whom  the  king  of  England  had  committed 
to  him,  at  his  own  and  the  king  of  England's 
choice;  and  he  was  to>give  the^faid  hoftages  to  the 
king  of  England,  or  others,  at  the  king's  choice. 
And  all  thofe  from  whom  thofe  fecurlties  were  de- 
manded were  to  [perform  certain  annual  fervices  to 
the  king  of  England,  by  prefems  of  Iri(h  dogs*  and 
hawks  i  and  they  were  not  to  detain  any  perfdo 
whatfoever,  belonging  to  any  land  or  territory  of 
that  prince,  againft  his  will  and  commandment.*'* 

It 
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*  Quod  rfx  AngliK  concedjt  pne- 
-di^o  RodericOy  ligco  homini  (uo, 
'egnum  Cooacis,  quamdiu  ei  iideli- 
ter  fcnrit,  ut  fit  rex  fub  eo,  paratur 
ad  friritiBin  iaom,  hcut  homo  fuua 
&  ut  teneat  temm  fuam  ita  bene, 
&  in  pace  ficnt  temiiti  antequ^m 
doniniu  rex  AngUie  intravtt  Hiber- 
Ri«m,  reddendo  ei  tributum :  Se  10- 
tatn  iilaoi  tetrain  8c  habitatoret  terrie 
habeac  fub  (e  |  jnfttti*  ut  tribuium 
f^V  Aji^Iiae  integre  Derfolvant  j  8e 
fptnum  ejiii  fna  Jura  nbi  c^nCtnrtnt, 
k  lih  qui  modo  ttnent,  teneant  in 
pace  quamdiu  manfuennt  in  fideli^ 
tate  rcyjt  Anglic  tt  fideliUr  iptegre 
pcrfulfetinc  tributnm,  alia  jura  fua 
qQ«  ei  debunty  per  manum  regit 
Coniric  fahro  in  omnibua  jure  tc  bo- 
^ore  drnnioi  rvgia  Aogli^ct  (uo. 

Et  /iqui  ex  ets  regi  Anglix  &  ei 
ttbellet  fueriot  tri)>utiim  tli^  jura 
re;it  Angjix  per  ounmn  ejua  folvere 
ooiueriot  U  a  fideliute  tcgiv  A^gH* 
'accTerint,  ipfe  coa  ju^ttef  ^  amo- 
Tt4t;  jc  fi  eoi  per  fe  juftitiarp  noa 
potent,  ci)Bftabiilarius  regia  Angiii^ 
k  familia  fga  d«  terra  ilia  juvabunt, 
i^m  ad  hoc  %ic«dun|  cwn^bi^fii 


fuerint  requiiiti  ipfi  viderint  quodHanmcr* 
neccfle  fucrtt  &  propter  hone  fiaena  ' 

reddet  piaedi^os  rex  Conaciae  domino 
regi  Anglic  tributum  lingulis  annia^ 
iciiicet  de  fingulit  deeem  ammalibut, 
uoum  corium  placabile  mcrcatoribui^ 
tarn  de  tota  terrS  fua  quam  de  alienJ. 

£xc«pto  quod  de  terria  illia  quas 
dominut  rex  Anglic  retlnuit  in  do* 
minio  fuo,  in  dominio  baronum  iito- 
rum  oihilne  iotromittet;  fciiicft 
Durelina  cum  pertinentiit  fuls  Sc  Mc-  ' 
dta^  cum  omnibva  pertinentiis  fuii, 
ficut  unqnam  Murcbaity  Wamai, 
Loth  Lacblin  cum  de  eo  tenuerinu 
£t  excepca  Wexford  ia,  cum  omnibuc 
pertinentiia  fuis;  fcilicct  cum  tota 
Lagenia  \  excepu  Waterfordtay  cum 
tota  terra  ilia  que  eft  a  Waterfordia 
u%  ad  Dunganran ;  ita  ut  Dungai f 
van  fity  cum  omuibua  pertineatii 
fuit  infra  terram  illaro. 

£t  Sk  Hib^rnenfet  illi  qui  aufu^ 
fertnt  tcdire  votuerinc  ad  terram  ba* 
ronum  regit  Anglic,  redeant  in  paca 
reddendo  tributum  prcditbim  quod 
alii  reddant,  vel  faciendo  antique 
ferritiay  ^nm  facare  folebant  pro  ter« 
rit  foil  ft  boc  fit  in  arbitrio  domi- 
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After  the  earl  of  Pembroke's  funeral,  which  was 

Esrformed  on  Raymond's  arrival  in  Dublin,  the 
tter  alTume^  the  government  of  the  country  till 
Fitz-Aldelm  was  lent  by  Henry  into  Ireland,  a 
his  deputy,  with  the  knights  of  his  houIhoUL  With 
him  came  John  de  Courcy  and  Miles  Cogan, 
each  of  ^em  having  a  band  of  ten  kniehts  under 
his  command,  whom  Raymond  haftened  to  meet, 
and  furrendered  his  government  and  hoftages  to 
the  new  viceroy,  according  to  the  command  of  die 
king. 

Fitz-Aldelm  was  defcended,  as  we  are  told,  from 
a  branch  of  the  royal  family.— 'Arlotta,  the  mother 
of  WiQiam  the  ConqueroTy  (whom  the  Englifii  of 
thefe  days  affeU  to  call  fVilUam  ibc  Bafiard)  .was 
married  to  Harlowen  de  Bourg,  by  whom  (he  had 
Robert  earl  of  Cornwall,  and  Odo  bilhop  of  Bezeux, 
half  brother  to  the  Conqueror.  The  fon  of  Robert 
was  William  earl  of  Cornwall,  who  had  ifllie  Al« 
delm  and  John  •,  from  the  former  of  whom  diis 
William  de  Fitz-Aldelm,  of  whom  we  are  fpcak- 
ing,  was  defcended,  and  John  had  iflue,  Hubert  dc 
Bourg  who  was  chief  Jullice  of  England  and  earl  of 
Kent,  And  Fitz-Aldelm  himfelf  was  the  founder 
of  the  family  of  the  Bourgs  or  Burks,  which  is  one 
of  the  greateft  families  in  Ireland. 

AH  power  being  thus  given  up  into  the  hands  of 
the  new  deputy,  he  went  to  Dublin,  which  was 
now  once  more  well  peopled,  though  it  had  fuflfered 
much  in  the  wars  between  the  EngKih  and  Iriih, 
Henry,  amongft  many  other  acts  m  wifdom  ^ 
moderation,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  andfevenc}'- 
two,  granted  a  charter  to  the  citizens  of  Briftol, 
wherem  he  gave  them  leave  to  inhabit  and  hold 
Dublin  in  the  fame  manner  as  Briftol  itfelf  *  (as  in 

the 

*  TUt  charter  wai  in  LatiB,  and      Hanncnt,  icx  Angjue  dux  Kono. 
VII coached  ixi the fbUowin^ tennis      Af\o  coma  Andeg^  atchiefiftopu» 

flfilbofil, 
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the  note  annexed,  whereby  he  invited  them  to 
come  and  replace  the  numbers  of  Oftmen  whp 
had  been  llain  or  expelled,  and  to  live  in  amity 
with  the  reft,  and  renew  the  trade  and  confe- 
quence  of  that  city— Another  charter  f  was  alio 
granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Dublin  indifcrimi- 
nately,  whereby  they  were  confirmed  in  a  liberty 
of  free  trade  with  all  parts  of  their  own  country, 
as  alio  with  England,  Wales,  and  Normandy,  a 
prudent  meafure,  which  in  all  probability  tended 
ID  reftore  the  capital  to  the  condition  b  which  the 
dq)uty  found  it. 

But  all  Henry's  policy,  and  that  of  his  chiefs 
and  governors,  the  examples  they  n^e,  on  one 
hand,  the  treaties  they  concluded,  on  the  other, 
were  equally  inefFedual  to  fccure  a  permanent 
peace  in  Ireland. — The  natives,^  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  chief  of  Tyrone,  had  taken  three 
caftles  belonging  to  Hugh  de  Lacey,  and  all  Ul- 

ftcr 


as; 


wfikafUf  abbadbiity  priorlbui^  c»- 
mitibttiy  bauOBibuiy  juftidariii^viot- 
comhibviy  pnefoficit,  miniftKiy  St 
Miniboi  fidelibut  fuis  Fnncit  Si 
Aaclici»  ic  Hibcrnciifibuf,  totios 
tan  fue,  (alutcm.  Sciates  me  dedifle 
ft  conccffifl*  Se  pffdents.  Clurtt 
€oafinnffiilc  iMmiiixbot  oms  6t 
Briftowy  ciTititciii  mens  de  Dtvelia 
•diahabitaodiim)  quare  tbIo  Si  fir- 
Bttcr  preex{Aa^  vt  ipfi  earn  whebi- 
teat  St  tcneaat  iDam  de  me  end 
d«  bcredatboi  mcii  bene  ft  in  pac^ 
libera  St  ^iete,  integre  Si  pie- 
urie  Se  bonoriiicey  cam  omaibut 
MbemUb—  St  Kbcrii  coaAietw^ 
diaibas  qaet  bominet  de  Briftew  be- 
bent  apod  Briftow  St  per  tctam 
tmam  mearn.— — Teftibat  Will,  da 
Bfaofiu  Reipade  Catteaai.  Hac* 
dcGaadmUa,  WiU.  FslioAddml, 
Raaulpbo  de  CamvtUa.  Hog.  de 
Crdfii.  Regia.  de  PaviUa.— — Apad 
Divilia. 

t  Tbe  iecoDd  cbaiter  was  at  foU 
wwi^  **  Hmuiom  rex  AflgUa,  daaN«> 


nunnre  ^  ft  Acqaitaaiae  ft  comoi 
Aadega?i«.  epifespia  baroaibat,^* 
ticiartif,  ▼ice-comitibai^  ommbus 
kominibaa  terrv  fine.— -Salutem^ 
£eiatit  me  coaoeflifle  boifaifibue 
meia  de  Dablia  aaod  fiat  qaieti  do 
Tbbloaio  ft  pal&gio  ft  poatagio^  * 
ft  omai  coaTaetadiae  per  tocam  tcr- 
ram  meam  AagUa,  Nonnaaaie^ 
WalKaey  HiberaiKy  abicaaque  veae* 
nat  ipfi  et  rea  Mtaav  Qttare  volo^ 
ftfirmiter  pnedpio,  quod  habeaac 
«naci  libertates  qinetaadaa  ft  U- 
berca  quietaaciea  ft  libeni  con- 
fuetudlaca  fuai  pleai  ft  hoaorifict 
fieat  Bei  Kberi  ft  fidelet  beoii* 
nea.  Et  fiat  qaieti  de  Tboloaeo  i  ft 
ct  piohibeo  ae  qatt  eo«  fuper  hia  de« 
tarba  contra  baac  charum  meao^ 
fuper  decern  Kbiarum  foriaftAuianu 
Tefiibua  Ricardo  de  Ham.  Coafia** 
buMo^  Regiaaldo  de  CoaiUaajra^ 
Ricardo  de  Camvilla,  Wilbielmci 
de   Laaaclleya,-^— Ajpgd.  Saaataoi^ 
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ffcr  rcfufed  any  tribute  or  acknoi^ledgemcnt  to 
the  king  df  England.— rThough  Fit2  Araelri)  paiij 
little  attention  tp  thcfe  matters  j  yet  othere,  who 
perhaps  were  rather  fwaycd  hy  the  'defire  of  plun- 
der di^n  of  honQur,  refolved'  to  make  incurfions 
into  the  province,  and  nptwithftanding  the  dc* 
puty's  exprefs  prohibition,  put.  their  defign  in 
txccution,  to  thii  number  of  twenty-two  knights, 
ajgd  three  hundred  fcldiers,  y^ho^  undjer  the  com- 
mand of  Jpha  dc  Couwjjr,  advanced  to  Down; 
Patrick,  Aeh  the  refidence  of  the  king  of  UJ- 
fter,  whicl^  npt  being  defended  .by  walis  and  for- 
tifications,  he  fled  at  their  approach.  'The  pope's 
legate  after  his  retreat,  attempted  to  medjatc  be* 
tween  him  and  thp  Englifh,  of&riog  that  the 
prince  on  his  part,  Ihquld  pay  the  tribute  de- 
manjded,  if  tjiey  would  retire,  and  quit  the  pro- 
yiac(j.  But,  finding  the  ne^ocjation  inefFeftual 
(aa  hdw  ftoaM  it  prove  otlierwife  with  men  who 
tbiight  for  the  fake  of  pillage,  rather  than  for 
the  caufe  of  their  king)  he  fought  out  the  Irilh 

Erince,  and  exhorted  him  to  raife  an  army,  whicti 
e  did  to  the  anuHint  of  near  cen  thoufand  men, 
who  after  a  mod  ftout  refiftancc  were  obliged  to 
give  way,    and  were  routed  by  Courcy's  torces, 

tliough  they  fo  far  out-numbered  them. The 

caufe  of  which,  as  indeed  of  moft  of  their  defeats 
was  nearly  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  vidories 
gained  by  the  Spaniards  over  the  natives  of  Ame* 
pica;  namely,  the  inequality 'of  arms  and  dil'ci- 
pli-ne  between  the  two  armies ;  for  whilft  the  Eng* 
lilh  were  fecure  in  their  coats  of  mail,  and  fur- 
Bilhed^with  efFeftive  weapons,  (amongft  which  may 
be  reckoned  their  bows  and  arrows,  that  did  vaft 
ixeoution)  the  Irilh  were  ail  infantry,  furnifhed  only 
•with  cumbrous  bactle-axes,  and  Aort  darts,  and 
being  expoied  for  want  of  corfelets  to  the  fwords  and 
miffilcs  of  the  enemy,  fell  by  a  terrible  carnage, 

iand 
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:md  after  havFng  in  vam  done  all  that  valour  and 
^  love  of  tHcir  liberty  could  fuggeft,    had  the 
mortification   to    find  themfdvcs  defeated  by  a 
handful  of  men,  and  fled,  after  leaving  the  braveft*c«f 
their  f^Wicrs  dead  upon  the  field:— A  great  flaiigH- 
icr  was  made  of  theWi,  aftet*  this  gener^  routv 
^nd  zmondi  the  prifbhers  taken  in  the  purfuit 
was  the  bifhop  otDoNvn,   wh<y  was  however  f«t 
free  at  the  mtd-ctiflion  of  the  legate^  tho*  he  had 
himfelf  Keeh  obliged  at  firftto-take  fanftuaiy  in 
•2  church,  Hm  was  deliveitd  from  his  fears  by 
Gourcy,  who  took  him  into  favour  and  protec- 
tion, and  he  afterwards  went  and  held  a  fynod  at 
Dublin,  in  which  he  fhewcd  himfelf  a  faftr  friend 
to  the  Engtilh;  for  he  declared^  the  pope's  coli- 
firmatkm   of  the  kii^  of  En^nd's  title,  whieK 
he  fttiftly  enjoined*  both  the  clergy  and  laity  to 
fobtnit  to,  Under  pain  of  excommunication.    Nor 
was  this  all  i  for  he  likewi(e  gave  his  fanddon  and 
authority   to  thej'Englifli  to  take  proviffons^  oiit 
of  the  chtrrc'hes>  whither  the  'Irilh  had  lemoved 
great  quamities  of  them,  on  paying  for  thertt  to 
the  rcftonv    iwid  thus   he    fully    recompenfed 
Gourcy  and  his  people  for  the  only  afts  c5f  mo- 
deration which  they  had  fhewn   in  this  expedi>- 
tion.    Nor  were  tjie  Engliftv  more*  fortunate  in 
anodiCB  tepedition,  of  which  fome  hiftoriafis  have 
given  us  the  following  account : 

Courcy  had  bulk  many  caftles  in  Ulfter,  c(pe* 
cially  in  thfit  part  of  it  called  Ferny,  where  one  Mac 
Mahon  dwelt ;  he  was  very  obfervant  rf  Gourcy, 
and  made  him  lu^  gofldp,  had  fwom  fidelity  to  him> 
and  had  fo  far  be^des  infinuated  himfelf  inta  his 
favour,  that  di?  Briton  gave  hitn  two  caftfcs, 
with  the  lands  belonging  to  them  %  but,  within  a 
month  Mac  Mahon  demolifhed  both  the  cafttes :  and 
beins  afked  the  reafon  why  he  did  fb,  he  anfwered, 
—•That  he  did  not  pronufe  to  hold  J^nes^  but 
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Und^  and  that  it  was  contt-ary  to  his  nature  to 
•live  within  cold  walls,  whilft  the  woods  wcrr  te 
nigh.     Courcy,  incenfed  at  this  flight  anfwer,  and 
to  revenge  the  affront,  entered  the  Ferny,   and 
.took  fo  lar^  a  Quantity  of  cows,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  divide  tnem  into  three  droves  for  con- 
venience of  driving  %   the  ways  were  boggy,  and 
alfo  (6  narrow,  that  the  cattle  filled  the  road  for 
three  niiles  together.    The  Iriih  obferving  Uieie 
circumftances  iet  upon  the   Engliih   with  fuch 
brifknds,  noife  and  clamour,  as  forced  the  cows 
back,  and  made  them  run  upon  their  drivers^  fo 
that    they  overthrew  both  horie  and  man,   and 
trod  more  underfoot  than  were  flain  by  the  fword. 
Thus  the  Engliih  were  routed,  and  although  they 
had   flain  many  of  the  Irifli,  and  their  general 
Mac  Mahon  himfelf,  yet  at  laft  they  were  forced 
to  flv,     and  with  much  difficulty  recovered  an 
old  fort  of  Courcy*s(   where  they  nruuie  a  ihift 
to  &cure  thcmfelves.    About  noidnight,  one  Sir 
Amorick  went  to  view  the  pbfture  of  the  Iriih, 
who  not  in  the  leaft  miftrufting  that  a  baffled 
handful  of  men  would  dare  to  attempt  them,  were 
.  in  loofe  and  negligent  condidon,   moft  of  them 
afleep.    This    being  rcjported  to   Courcy,     they 
cafily  agreed  to  make  ufe  of  the  advantage ;  and 
immediately  with   all  their  force   fell   upon  the 
Irifli  and  furpriied  them,    fo  that  they  were  all 
^flain  except  two  hundred,  who  ma^Je  their  efcape, 
and  of  the  Englifli  there  were  but  two  killed  in 
this  encounter,  though  they  lofl:  four  hundred  the 
preceding  day. 

This  is  the  account  whicK  fome  writers  give 
of  this  affair  •,  but  others  mention  only  the  de- 
feat of  the  Englifli,  without  taking  notice  of  the 

advantage  gained  over  the  Irifli  aicerwards. 

Whether  that  laft  circumftance  were  true  or  nor, 
it  is    certain  that  the   Englifli  were  much  dif- 

pfritcd 
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pirited  at  the  check  they  fuftained^  and  the  more 
fo  as  they  could  not  carry  off  their  booty,  the 
lofs  of  which  to  the  foldiers,  it  may  be  prefiitnecj, 
who  had  chiefly  engaged  for  the  fake  of  it,  was 
confequently  a  moft  terrible  grievance. 

Yet,   notwitjiftanding  the  ill   fuccefs  .  of  fome 
flcirmiflies,  a  much  greater  matter  was  taken   in 
hand,  for  though  there  had   been,  as  I  have  ob- 
ferved  •,  a  treaty  concluded  between  Henry  and  the 
king  of  Connaught,  the  fubjefts  of  the  former  in 
Ireland  thought  proper  to.  take  part  with  the  fon 
of  the  latter,  who  moft  unnaturally  raifed  a  re- 
bellion   againft    his  father.     The   name  of  this 
prince  was  Mortogh,  who  moft  earneftly  folicited 
the  deputy  to  njake  war  upon  Rodcric.     Fitz-Al- 
delm  at  length  complying  with  his  requeft,  fenc 
forty  knights,  and  a  body  of  cavalry,  amounting 
to  two  hundred,  with  three  hundred  archers,  un- 
der the  command  of  Miles  Cogan,  to  invade  Con- 
naught  >  but  the  Iriih  had  taken  fuch  effedual 
care  to.  deprive  them  of  jail  provifions,  by  either 
concealing  or  burning  them,  that  the  latter  were 
glad  to  return.     On  their  march  Roderic  appeared 
ready  with  an  army  to  intercept  them,  through 
which  however,  we  arc  told  they  forced  their  way, 
with  the  l(rfs  only  of  three  Engliftimen  •,    but  the 
rebellious  Mortogh,  who  had  not  been  joined  by 
oneof  the  inhabitants  of  Connaught,  was  taken  pri- 
foncr  in  the  fkirmilh,  and  all  the  power  of  the  En- 
glifh  was  not  fufficient  tohinder  his  treafon  from  be- 
ing puniftied  by  the  lofs  of  his  eyes,  which  were  put 
out  at  the  command  of  Roderic.     And  thus  ended 
an  expedition  in  which  theEnglifli  had  evidently  the 
difodvantage,  and  which  ferved  only  to  irritate  thfe 
natives,  inftcad  of  awing  them  into  fubmiffion. 

Henry,  though  he  received  information  of  the   a.  d. 
unfettlcd  ftate  of  things  in  Ireland,  yet  could  not    "77* 
(circumftanced  as  he  was)  hit  upon  a  method  of 

Vol.  J.  R  fetting 
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A.  D.  Miles  Cogan,  (between  whom  and  Fitz- Stephen, 
the  province  of  Cork  and  South  Munfter  had  been 
parted)  after  having  adminiftered  his  government 
peaceably  for  almoft  five  years,  was  taken  oflF  by 
the  contrivance  of  the  natives,  to  whom  he  had 
rendered  himfelf  odious. — For  as  he  was  waiting 
for  fome  Engliflimen  whom  he  had  appointed  to 
meet  him  on  a  plain  near  Lifmore,  he  was  ftiddcnly 
fet  upon  by  a  band  of  Irifh  armed  with  axes,  who 
•flew  him,  together  with  a  fon  of  Fitz-Sccphen,  and  im- 
mediately afterwards,  railing  a  great  force,  befiegcd 
that  lord  himfelf  in  the  city  ot  Cork,  which  was 
however  relieved  by  Raymond,  an  atchievemenc 
that  probably  he  would  not  eafily  have  accom* 
pliftied,  if  the  Irilh  had  been  poffefled  of  a  fleet 
with  which  they  could  have  blocked  up  the  har- 
bour. After  the  death  of  Miles  Cogan,  frefli  fuc* 
cours  were  tranfported  from  Wales  into  Ireland, 
and  Richard,  brother  to  the  deceafed,  was  fent  over 
and  joined  with  Fitz-Stephen  in  the  government  of 
the  province. 

Henry  having  knighted  his  younger  fon  John, 
in  council,  and  determined  to  fend  him  over  to  Ire* 
land,  now  again  recalled  Hugh  de  Lacey  and  or- 
dered Philip  of  Worcefter  to  embark  for  Ireland  to 
govern  that  kingdom,  as  his  own  and  his  fon's  lieu- 
tenant— ^^There  was  fomething  extraordinary  in  the 
condudt  of  this  king  in  refpect  to  his  children ;  he 
had  already  fuffcred  much  by  his  partiality  to  two 
of  them,  on  account  of  their  ambition  and  fickle- 
nefs,  and  yet  he  was  now  about  to  expofc  himfetf 
to  farther  inconvenience  by  another's  weaknefs  and 
puerile  behaviour.  The  eftablifliment  of  John  in 
the  dominion  of  Ireland  feem  to  have  been  fomc- 
what  fimilar  to  the  crowning  of  his  eldeft  fon  ip 
England,  and  both  were  fteps  which  were  contraiy 
to  true  and  found  policy.  .  In  the  firft  cafe,  wheii 
a  prince  has  once  inverted  his  fucceflbr  with  the  en- 
figns  of  loyalty  or  any  portion  of  regal  authority 

(as 
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(as  mankind  are  generally  eager  to  catch  at  power) 
it  makes  him  naturally  impatient  to  obtain  the 
wholcof  the  dominion  to  himfelf;  and,  in  the  fe- 
cond  cafe,  it  was  highly  improper  for  any  mpnarch 
to  intruft  the  care  of  a  newly  conquered  country 
to  a  child,  who  muft,  either  govern  it  by  himfelf,  or 
his  miniftry;  if  by  himfclf>  how  abfurb  muft  it  be 
in  a  boy  of  twelve  years  old  (for  John  was  no 
more)  to  undertake  fuch  a  talk ; — if  by  his  coun- 
fcUors,  how  great  a  danger  is  the  ftate  expofed  to 
from  their  cabals  ; — and  befides,  if  any  one  amongft 
them  were  both  worthy  and  fit  to  difchargc  this 
high  ojf&ce,  would  it  not  have  been  infinitely  niore 
to  the  purpofe,  to  have  appointed  fuch  an  one  to 
the  vice-royalty,  at  leaft  till  the  prince  arrived  at 
maturity  and  was  better  verfed  in  the  arts. of  go- 
vernment which  were  neceflary  for  holding  the  do.- 
minion  over  fuch  a  high  fpirited  people  ? 

Dpnald  0*Lachly,  a  prince  of  Tyrone,  had  for- 
merly been  defeated  by  Courcy,  in  the  county  of 
Antrim,  and  PhUip  of  Worcetter  thought  it  necef- 
fary,  foon  after  his  arrival,  to  march  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Munfter  with  his  forces,  where  be  met 
with  no  refiftance ;  and,  after  having  extorted  (by 
fome  pretence  or  other)  a  tribute  of  gold  from  the 
clergy,  paraded  to  Down  Patrick,  where^  wq^  are 
told  he  fettled  the  king's  affairs  (probably  not  with- 
out fome  regard  to  his  own)  and  then  returned, 
well  enough  fatisfied,  to  Dublin,  where  he  waited 
the  arrival  of  earJ  John  and  his  followers,  who 
arrived  at  Waterford  on  the  firft  day  of  April  in 
the  fame  year. 

John  bad  embarked  at  Milford  Haven  the  pre-  a,  d. 
ceding  March  a  large -body  of  horfe  and  foot  on  "  ^' 
board  a  fleet  of  fixty  fail,  "^the  arrival  of  which 
force  was  generally  deenaed  fufficient,  in  conjunc- 
tionwith  the  Englilh  troops  already  fettled  in  Ire- 
land to  bring  all  the  country  under  quiet-  fubj<^- 
tion  to  his  governments  but  .the  ill  conduct  of 
R  3  this 
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this  prince,  and  the  infolence  of  his  faeharknir  to 
the  natives,  overthew  all  thofc  hopes,  of  that  kind 
which  the  Enghlh  had  firft  conceived,  and  occa- 
fioned  a  general  dcfedion  among  the  Irilh. 

He  was  received  at  his  landing  by  the  archbifhop 
df  Dublin  and  many  £ngli(h  lords,  who  fwore 
fealty  and  obedience  to  him. — And  afterwards  ma- 
ny of  the  Irilh  princes  and  nobles  likewife  came  to 
render  him  homage.  But  when  thefe,  as  a  token  of 
their  fricndAiip  advanced  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  their  country  to  congratulate  him,  this  weak 
young  prince  treated  them  with  deriiion,  and  his 
courtiers  infulted  their  perfons  for  the  cxpreflion 
of  their  good  will,  pulling  them  by  their  beards 
and  offering  them  all  manner  of  injurious  and  con- 
temptuous treatment.  To  great  Ipirits  contempt 
is  eftecmed  worfe  than  hatred,  and  generally  fak- 
ing, none  can  bear  fcorn  {o  well  as  the  moil  wordi- 
lei's  of  men,  who  have  loft  all  fenfe  of  fhame  and  vir- 
tue together,  and  notwithftanding  the  many  fine 
leflbns  fome  inculcate  that  people  fhould  be  akove 
the  contempt  of  fcomers,  it  is  ieldom  fcen  that  they 
are  fo  till  they  are  alfo  below  the  notice  of  the 
wife  and  good.^— Perhaps  this  may  be  a  weakncfs, 
but  let  it  be  remembered  that  there  arc  weakncffcs, 
in  our  nature  which  arc  fo  interwoven  vwth  vinucs 
that  it  is  almoft  impoffibk  to  feperate  them,  or  to 
root  out  the  one  without  at  the  fame  time  deftroy- 
ing  the  other. 

Whatever  carl  John  and  his  Norman  courtiers 
might  tliink  of  this  affair,  the  Irilh  took  their 
treatment  fo  much  to  heart  that  they  vnthdrew  with 
all  their  foltewers,  and  complained  to  Roderic 
O'Connor,  king  of  Connaughr,  to  Dermod  Mac 
Carthy,  Prince  of  Pefmond,  and  to  Donald 
O'Brian,  prince  of  Littierick,  in  whofc  territories 
they  took  {helter— All  thefe  princes  took  fire  im- 
mediately at  the  infult  offered  to  their  countrymen, 

and  though  they  were  before  on  the  pomt  of  fitting 

out 
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out  to  p&y  their  compliments  to  John,  they  now 
concluding  no  good  was  to  be  expe&ed  from  onp 
who  had  behaved  fo  childifhly;  entered  into  a  con- 
federacy ag^inil  him,  refolving  to  renounce  all 
tho\]ghts  of  allegiance  and  binding  themfelves  by 
mutual  conti:ach»  to  ad  for  the  future  as  his  mortal 
enemy- 

In  conf^quence  of  this  league,  hoftilities  were 
begun  on  botli  fides  •,  and  the  Englilh  were  al- 
raoft  every  where  the  lofers, — In  various  engage- 
ments John  loft  molt  of  his  troops,  not  more  by 
the  fword  than  by  defertion,  and,  in  faft,  found 
himfelf  unable  to  cope  with  thole  whom  his  pre- 
deceffors  in  the  government  had  chaced  from  their  ca- 
pitals with  a  much  fmaller  force ;  but  there  is  great  , 
difference  in  the  condud  of  men,  and  John  as  we 
mentioned  above  was  but'  a.  child,  and  being  fur- 
rounded  by  weak  arid  evil  councilors  he  was  per- 
petually employed  in  fome  unpopular  aft,  and  al- 
ways djfobliging  fomebody  or  other  that  he  ought 
to  have  encouraged. 

The  favourites  of  this  prince  were  Normans,  and 
to  them  we  are  informed  he  gave  the  polTefnons  of 
the  Englilh  and  Welch  who  were  fettled  before 
them  in  the  county,  as  alfo  many  lands  belonging 
to  the  faithful  Irifh,  who  confequently  became,  as 
friends  provoked  generally  are,  the  moft  dangerous 
of  enemies ;  the  love  for  their  country  that  before 
had  been  fmothered  in  their  breafts  by  the  kindnefs 
with  which  the  Englilh  had  treated  them,  now 
broke  forth  with  an  ardour  which  joined  to  the 
fierccaefs  of  their  natural  difpofition  threatened  the 
worft  of  confequences :    and   what  added  to  the 
weight  of  this  evil  was  that  rhefe  difobliged  perfons 
being  almoft  equally  acquainted  with  the  policy  of 
both  nations,  had  more  abilities  as  well  as  more  in- 
clination   to    do  their  conquerors     mifchicf.— — 
While  tbefe  were  every  where  preparing  oppofition, 
R  4  J^^" 
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John  committed  the  receipt  of  the  tributes  to  thofe 
who  expanded  them  in  diflipation  inftead  of  fupply- 
ing  him  with  them  for  public  fervicc-, — whilft  thofe 
who  had  the  cares  of  government  and  military  af- 
fairs were  no  better  cholbn  but  gave  up  their  time 
to  women  and  wine  inftead  of  being  vigilant  every 
where  to  repel  the  attacks  of  the  natives : — Thefe 
taking  advantage  of  their  negligence  and  fupinenels, 
were  perpetually  employed  in  making  depredations 
upon  their  diftrifts,  and  gaining  honour  and  ad- 
vantage by  their  remiflhefs  •,  while  the  firft  fcttlcrs 
being  even  flighted  by  the  Englilh  government 
withdrew  their  advice  and  afTiftance  which  was 
of  the  worfl:  confequence  to  the  interefts  of  the 
young  prince  who  at  laft  found  himfelf  utterly 
unable  to  manage  the  affairs  of  that  divided 
country. 

Roderic  O'Connor  had,  fomc  time  before  this 
period,  been  depofed  by  his  fon  Manmoy,whom  the 
example  that  had  been  made  by  Mortogh  did  not 
difcourage  from  a  rebellion  againft  his  father  and 
his  king,  who  in  confequence  of  his  fuccefs  had 
retired  tp  a  monaftery  •,  but  about  this  time  came 
from  thence  and  concluding  a  league  with  Donald 
O'Brian  was  reftored  by  his  affifl-ance  and  that 
of  the  Englifli  of  Munfter ;  but  the  Irifli  add 
that  this  Donald  O'Brian  in  a  fucceeding  war, 
defeated  the  Englifti  and  flew  a  particular  favourite 
of  John's  that  ufed  to  be  called  his  Fofter-Father. 

It  will  not  be  any  way  furprizing  to  the  ju- 
dicious reader,  that  mutual  complaints  ftiould 
mark  this  sera,  when  mutual  jealoufies  fubfifted 
-^Accordingly  we  find  the  chiefs  exclaiming 
againfl:  each  other  inftead  of  minding  their  fepe- 
rate  charges  and  taking  care  of  the  common  in- 
tereft  of  the  Englifli  in  Ireland — John  in  parti- 
cular wrote  to  court  complaining  that  Hugh  dc 
l^acey  who  (rPuld  not  bear  to  be  fuperfeded  in  his 

government 
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government  by  any  man,  fought  to  ftrip  him  of  hU 
regal  rights  ; — and  by  this  letter  laid  open  one  of 
the  principal  caufes  of  the  animofities  then  fubfiftv^ 
ing  in  the  country,  which  was  no  other  than  a 
diftruft  on  his  part,  that  had  drawn  on  him  the 
diflike  of  this  lord  and  others,  who  naturally,  ia 
return,  expreffed  awantof  confidence  on  their  fide, 
and  thus  between  them  the  new  planted  govern- 
ment was  likely  to  be  ruined,  whUft  Henry  could 
neither  appear  in  perfon  to  put  an  end  to  thefe 
coolncflcs,  nor  with  all  the  wifdom  he  was  poffelTed 
of,  regulate  the  fl;ate  at  fo  great  a  diftance  as  he  then 
was,  and  employed  in  affairs  .of  fo  different  a 
nature  as  thofe  which  then  took  up  his  attention. 

For  that  prince,  ever  unhappy  in  his  chiklren,  who 
were  always  quarrelling  cither  with  him  or  with  each 
other,  had  now  prepared  to  chaftife  Richard,  one 
of  his  fons,  who  in  his  abfence  had  invaded  the  ter- 
ritories of.  his  brother  Geoffrey  in  Bretagne. — 
However,  Henry  having  affemblcd  his  forces,  and 
fcnt  this  rebellious  prince  an  abfolute  command  to 
defift  from  furthar  hoftilities,  Richard  either  by 
the  advice  of  his  counfellors,  or  for  fear  of  his  fa- 
ther's forces,  or  on  both  accounts,  fubmitted  to  his 
orders,  and  returned  in  peace  and  quieinefs. 

Another  thing  which  took  up  much  of  the  King 
cf  England's  time  was  his  negotiation  with  Louis 
ot*  France,  and  others,  concerning  fetting  a  treaty 
on  foot  for  an  expedition  to  the  Holy  Land,  whicli 
wus  one  of  the  conditions  of  penance  *  fettled  by  the 

pope, 

*  The  articlci  which  were  im-  from   the  next   Chriftmas-day,    he 

P  r  4  upon  him  were  thcfe  :  /houU  take  the  following  fum.i^cr  to 

f .  That  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  go  in  peribn  to  the  Holy  Land,  un- 

rw?!v«*nooth  from  the  approaching  left   the  obligation   were  difpcnfcd 

H  -\  of  Pentecoft,  the  king  Aould  with  by  pope  Alexander  himfclf,  or 

S;ve  {o  much  money  as  the  knights  his  cathohc  fucccflbrs.      Neverthe- 

t'.mplars  ihould  deem   fufhcient   to  leff,  if,  from  the  prdTing  neceiHty  of 

maintMn  two  hundred  knights  for  the  Chriftlans  in   Spain,  he   (hould 

tne  defence  of  the  Holy  Land  during  |o  thither  to  make  war  againft  the 

(^^  ifrm  of  one  year.     But  that  SancejiSj  he  qiight  in  that  cafe  de- 

fer 
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pope,  when  he  took  cognizance  of  Becket's  murder; 
and  the  crufades,  as  they  were  caUed,  were  ib 
much  the  fafhion  of  thofe  tinnes,  that  to  a  prince  of 
Henry's  fpirit,  this  article  could  fciH*ceIy  have  been 
deemed  any  penance  at  all,  if  he  had  not  had  at  the 
fame  time  fo  many  other  affairs  upon  his  hands,  of 
which,  doabtlefs,  the  fettlement  of  Ireland  was  far 
from  being  the  leaft  in  his  confideration.— Bodi  die 
kings  promifed  the  patriarch,  of  Jerufalem,  who  was 
prefcnt  at  this  conference,  fupplies  of  men  and 
money ;  neverthelefs,  he  went  away  much  diffatif- 
fitd,  as  he  had  expeftcd  to  carry  with  him  one 
of  Henry*s  fons  to  head  the  Chriftians  in  Palcftinc, 
and  check  the  arms  of  Saladin,  a  requeft,  the  affairs 
of  all  the  princes  at  this  junfture  rendered  abfo- 
lutely  unfit  to  be  granted,  becaufe  the  execution 
of  that  project  muft  have  been  attended  with  fuch 
difEculties,  as  would  have  rendered  it  next  to  im- 
poflible,  as  well  as  mod  abfurdly  impolitic  to 
attempt  bringing  to  an  iffue. 

The  affairs  of  the  clergy  in 'England  likcwife 
formed  an  objcft  which  merited  Henry's  attention, 
who  had  had  many  cares  upon  his  hands  on  that 
account  from  the  days  of  Becket  to  the  prefent 
time. — Amongft  many  regulations  relative  to  thdc, 
we  find  that  he  recommend^  a  Carthufian  monk 

to 

fer  hts  journey  to  Jeniralcm,  for  fo  3,  That  ke  fliould  iibMstdr  F^ 

much  time  as  he  ihould  fpcnd  in  up   thofe  conftituctoas  or  aiftasst, 

fuch  an  expedition.  which   had  beea  tntR»dvced  in  fc»» 

a.  That  he  (hould  neither  hinder  time  againft  the  church  of  his  kla:- 

hhnfelf,  nor  fuftcr  others  to  hinder,  dom. 

appeJft  fiorr^  being  made  frcdy,  with  4.  That  if  any  lands  had  l«a 

(ood  faith,  and  vrithout  fraud  or  evil  taken  from  the  foe  of  Canterburr ,  b: 

intentions  in  ecckfiafticftl  caufes  to  /hould   fully  reftore  them  as  tir.y 

the  Roman  pontiff;   fo  that  they  were  hdd  by  that  fee  a  year  bcfrre 

might  be  tried  and  d^rmi  ned  accord-  archbiihopBccket  went  out  ot  i:n|iir-^ 
log  to  his  judgment.     Yet  with  a  5.  That  to   all   the  clergy,  aci 

provifo,  that  if  any  appellants  were  laity  of  either  fex,  who  had  bos  ^^  J 

fufpcfled  hj  the  king,  they  ihould  prived  of  their   pofieffions  os  ^^  1 

give  him  (ccurity  I  hat  they  would  account  of  that  prelate,  he  ihiwli 

not  attempt  any  thing  to  the  preju-  likewife  aeftore  thofe  polictfoifts  whii 

dies  of  him  or  his  Jun|iom.  bis  peace  and  favour. 


HISTORY    or    IRELAND.         tji 

to  the  fee  of  Lmcoln  ;<^but  the  chaptjcr  not  ^ 
proving  him  on  account  of  his  order,  and  alfo  being 
a  foreigner,  propofed  that  either  one  of  his  own  trca- 
fwcrs  Richard^  or  one  named  Herbert,  his  chap- 
kin,  a  canon  of  Lincoln,  and  archdeacon  of  Can* 
terbury,  flxould  rather  be  chofen  to  fill  that  fee  i 
to  which  the  king  properly  replied,  "  All  thefc 
vc  rich  enough  already ;  for  the  future  I  will  ne- 
ver bellow  any  benefice  from  interceffion,  or  fa- 
vour, or  from  any  other  motive  than  the  fincerc 
belief  that  my  choice  will  be  pleafing  to  God."--^ 
And  in  confequence  of  this  declaration  they  con*- 
fentcd  CO  eledk  the  pcrfon  whom  he  had  recom- 
mended*— 

All  thefe  matters,  together  with  other  affairs  in 
Normandy,  Scoland,  and  Wales,  had  long  divided 
the  attention  of  this  great  king,  and  called  for  all 
his  wildom  to  conduft  them  •,  and  yet  to  moft  of 
thefc  he  was  generally  equal,  and  we  may  add,  with 
juftice,  he  would  even  have  been  fo  to  all  of  them, 
if  he  had  had  faithful  friends  and  relations,  and 
miniftcrs  of  the  fame  wifdom  and  fortitude  with  him» 
felf  (  but  as  tbefe  things  cannot  all  unite  in  one  per* 
fon  and  at  all  times,  fo  Henry  often  found  himfelf 
cmbarraffed  by  the  ill  conduct  of  others,  and  in  con- 
fequence, that  time  fpent  in  reftifying  their  mif- 
takes,  which,  if  employed  according  to  his  own 
plans  and  projefts,  might  have  rendered  his  empire 
Juch  9s  would  have  anfwered  his  moft  fanguine 
hopes,  and  flattered  his  higheft  expectations. 

Hb  younger  fon  John  was  one  of  thofe  checks 
which  I  have  noticed : — while  his  brothers  were  bu- 
fied  in  ftirring  up  an  unnatural  war  in  Normandy, 
he  was  taken  up  in  waging  a  fucccfslefs  one  in 
Ireland,  which  was  managed  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
N  Shewed  at  once  a  want  of  fpirit  and  of  prudence. 
At  laft  all  the  intercft  of  the  Englilh  being  appa- 
rently going  to  wreck  in  that  kingdom,  this  head- 
long 
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long  young  prince  was  recalled^  and  Henry  de 
Courcy,  earl  of  Ulfter,  fubfticuced  Lieutenant  in 
his  ftead. 

After  the  departure  of  this  prince,  the  care  of 
the  new  viceroy  began  to  put  things  upon  a  better 
footing,  checking  the  navies  in  their  dqn-edadons, 
and  working  to  make  a  more  firm  eltabliihment  of 
the  Englifh  in  the  country. — But  Hugh  de  Lacey, 
who  (from  a  wrong  policy)  was  vefted  with  powers 
which  were  independant  of  bimj  was  lb  far  from 
minding  what  he  enjoined,  that  he  even  feparated 
himfelf  from  him,  and  fecmed  to  afFed  a  power  of 
his  own  J  and,  according  to  fome,  had  even  ordered 
a  crown  to  be  prepared  for  him.  If  thefe  things 
were  difpleafing  to  Courcy,  the  reader  will  certainly 
conclude  they  muft  have  proved  ftill  more  fo  to  the 
King  of  England,  who,  when  he  received  intclli* 
gence  of  this  'ftrange  behaviour,  (which  doubtkfs 
was  not  conveyed  to  him  without  fome  exaggera- 
tions) immediately  fent  the  accufed  orders  to  re- 
turn.to  England.  But  Lacey  flighted  thefe  orders; 
and  this  circumftance  increased  the  fufpicion  which 
at  leaft  it  had  the  ftrongell  appearance  of  juftify- 
ing. — Henry,  however,  was  in  a  cruel  dilemnu  hoff 
to  proceed  againft  this  extraordinary  man.  It  muft 
certainly  be  dangerous  to  let  him  go  on  in  this 
manner  i  but  then,  if  his  mafter  had  been  poffcffed 
of  the  cleared  proofs  of  his  guilt,  it  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  no  lefs  dangerous  to  have  at- 
tempted ufing  force  againft  fo  great  a  chie£  For 
as  Lacey  had  a  number  both  of  Englifh  and  Irilh 
troops  at  his  command,  and  was  befides  a  perfon 
.  of  deep  policy,  every  thing  was  to  be  apprehended 
from  fuch  a  man  once  provoked;  and  the  kindling  a 
civil  war  in  Ireland,  whichever  party  might  be 
moft  likely  to  prevail,  was  a  ready  way  to  open  a 
door  to  the  Irilh  to  fall  upon  both,  an  advantage 
that  no  prudent  prince  would  think   of  giving 

them 


HISTORY    OP     IRELAND.       253 

them  the  leaft  chance  for,  and  which  indeed  was  the 
only  confideracion  that  could  have  prevailed  on 
Henry  for  a  moment  to  endure  the  behaviour  that 
he  was  informed  this  ambitious  chief  had  adopted, 
and  which,  upon  an  impartial  examination  of  the 
whole  affair,  it  appears  that  he  really  had  given 
his  enemies  grounds  to  accufe  him  of. 

But  however  cxtenfive  the  views  of  Lacey 
were,  he  was  not  permitted  long  to  indulge  him- 
fclf  in  the  hopes  of  accomplifhing  them.  Death, 
the  end  of  all  things,  put  an  end  to  his  fchemes  and 
his  exiftence  when  leaft  expefted,  and  levelled  this 
great  man  with  the  duft.  Being  at  this  time  em^ 
ployed  in  building  a  caftle  on  the  borders  of  Meath, 
and  going  out  to  take  a  view  how  it  went  on, 
attended  by  three  Englifh  foldiers  he  had  alfo  taken 
with  him,  one  0*Mcay,  an  Iriftiman,  whom  he 
had  lately  received  into  his  family.  Advancing 
before  the  reft  of  his  followers  about  a  ftone's 
throw,  with  this  map  with  whom  he  had  been  con* 
vcrfing,  as  he  ftooped  down  to  obfcrve  ibmething 
about  the  building,  the  latter  took  that  op- 
portunity of  ftriking  his  head  off  with  an  axe, 
which  he  had  concealed  under  his  mantle. — The 
guards,  who  faw  him  fall,  immediately  ran  to  the 
fpot ;  but  they  were  neither  early  enough  to  favc 
their  matter,  nor  to  avenge  his  death. — ?Thus  fell 
Lacey  in  the  midft  of  all  thcfe  troubles,  and  thus 
was  the  king  delivered  from  the  apprehenfions  of 
a  civil  war  between  his  fubjefts  in  Ireland,  the 
thought  of  which  had  given  him  great  anxiety.— 
On  the  news  of  his  death  that  prince  ordered  his 
younger  foa  John  once  more  to  go  over  to  Ire- 
land, and  take  charge  of  the  lands  of  Lacey  during 
the  minority  of  his  fon. 

Yet'  on  hearing  of  his  brother  Geofircy's 
death,  he  fuddenly  ftopped  John  from  fctting  out 
on  this  expedition.  Yet  he  had  all  along  en- 
tertained 
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Chrift  eleven  hundred  and  eighty  nine,  and  the 
.  fifty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  without  having  lived 
either  to  fee  his  Irilh  conquefts  fettled,  or  to  per- 
form his  journey  to  the  Holy  Land.  He  (al- 
lowing for  human  frailties)  was  certainly  a  wife 
and  not  a  bad  prince,  poffeffed  of  great  perfonal  va- 
lour, ft  ill  greater  fortitude,  much  penetration, 
and  many,  fine  accomplifliments.  After  his  death 
he  was  lucceeded  by  his  fon,  who  confequcntly 
became  king  of  England,  duke  of  Normandy  and 
Acquitaine,  &c. 

Richard,  furnamed  Caur  de  LioUi  was  crowned 
at  Weftminfter,  in.  the  year  eleven  hundred  and 
eighty  nine,  John  ftill  remaining  veftcd  with  the 
fovereignty  of  Ireland,  for  which  reafon  the  ftyle 
of  lord  or  Ireland  was  not  added  to  the  titles  of 
his  brother. 

Indeed  this  king,  whofc  heart  was  fet  upon  the 
crufadc,  made  fo  little  account  of  what  pafTcd  in 
that  kingdom,  that  whatever  diftinftion  he  might 
have  beeti  pleafed  to  affume  from  hence,  it  muft 
have  been  but  a  mere  empty  title  j — for  John 
was  in  full  pofTeffion  of  tnat  grant  which  had 
been  made  him  in  the  lad  reign,  and  his  lieute- 
nants and  minifters  managed  matters  in  his  name, 
and  carried  them  on  as  bell  agreed  with  their  in- 
clinations. 

Ever  fince  the  death  of  old  Hugh  Lacey,  his 
fon  had  kept  up  the  diflferencc  between  their  fa- 
mily, and  that  of  the  Courcies,  and  carrying  things 
with  a  very  high  hand,  the  Irifli  army  began  agaia 
to  revolt,  and  again  entered  into  a  folemn  league 
to  be  true  to  each  other,  to  the  utter  deftruftion 
of  the  Englifli  name,  and  the  extirpation  of  all 
that  nation  from  the  ifland.  Among  the  chief  of 
the  confpirators  was  Cormac  O'Connor  one  of 
the  fons  of  Roderic,  who  was .  able  to  aflcmblc 
fuch  a  largje  body  of  fighting  men,  as  he  doubted 

not 
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not  but  Would  be  fufiicie/it  to  recover  the  whole 
kingdom. 

There  was  a  remarkable  fight  between  this  Cor- 
mac  O'Connor,  and  the  EngJifh,  which  well  dc- 
fcrves  to  be  noted  here.  Having  gathered  toge- 
ther a  great  army  with  intention  to  fet  about  his 
enterpriic,  Courcy,  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  it* 
having  little  dependance  upon  any  of  the  family 
of  Lacey,  fent  for  his  brother  St.  Lawrence  to  ' 
come  CO  his  affiftance  with  all  fpeed,  which  he 
accordingly  did,  but  with  a  band  of  men  whofe 
number  did  not  exceed  thirty  knights,  and  two 
hundred  foot  :— *But  he  did  not  march  fccrctly 
enough  for  his  route  to  be  unknown  to  0*Con-  v' 

nor,  who  contrived  to  lay  an  ambufti  for  him^ 
into  which  when  he  and  his  followers  were  fud* 
dcnly  and  unexpectedly  fallen,  a  fudden  terror 
and  anazement  feizcd  upon  them  all.  And  one 
Montgomery*  a  horfcman*  turning  ftiort,  when 
he  furveyed  their  defperate  fituation,  thus  addreflcd 
them,  **  Let  us  now  fly,  and  fave  our  lives;  as  for 
the  foot  we  can  do  them  no  good  by  fighting ;  but 
by  flying  and  faving  our  own  lives,  we  may  fuc- 
cour  oui-  wives,  children  and  kindred."-— But  Sir 
Amorick's  brother,  who  led  the  foot,  being  by 
this  time  come  up  to  the  place,  and  hearing  what 
the  other  had  faid,  made  this  heroic  anfwer  : — 
*'  I  fee  by  ril  circumftances  that  you  mean  to  fly, 
but  you  Sir  Amorick,  my  noble  brother,  what 
mean  you,  to  give  ear  to  this  cowardly  horfeman  ? 
Will  you  leave  us  here,  as  flieep  in  the  mouths 
of  thofc  mercilffs  people,  as  ravening  wolves, 
ready  to  rend  us  in  pieces  ? — Have  you  forgotten 
the  blc^y  battles  we  followed  you  in  ?  And  do 
you  not  fee  that  we  have  left  our  country,  our 
wives,  our  children,  and  our  deareft  friends,  and 
now  ftand  at  death's  door,  to  be  forfaken  by  you. 

Vol.  L  S  whom 
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whom  we  never  kft  fo  defolate  and  diftrcflcd.— 
If  you  weigh  not  our  lamentable  eftace,  regard 
your  own  honour,  and  the  houfe  you  were  dc- 
iicended  of. — Will  you  lofe  in  an  hour,  the  ho- 
nour jou  won  in  many  years  ?  Call  to  rcmcm- 
brance,  moft  worthy  knight,  how  that  in  Uriel, 
in  like  manner  diftreffed,  you  difmpunted  your- 
fclf,  flew  yoor  horfc,  led  the  foQt,  animated  the 
company,  recovered  yourfelf,  and  came  off  with 
honour.  Wc  are  your  flefh  your  blood  ;  wc  arc 
come  hither  to  fight,  to  live  and  to  die  together. 
I  know  the  worft.  I  am  rcfolved  %  if  wc  light, 
we  die  ;  if  we  fly,  we  are  flain, — Is  is  not  bet- 
ter then  to  fight  like  men,  and  (b  win  honour, 
than  to  be  flain  in  flight  like  beafts,-  and  gain 
Ihame  forever  ?" — Having  thus  fpoken.  Sir  Armo- 
rick  turned  to  ^he  foot,  and  fcarccly  being  able 
to  fpeak  for  forrow,  thus  refolved,  **  I  l^fc  no 
power  to  fly,  and  leave  my  friends,  myflelh,  my 
blood,  in  this  extreme  diftrds  :  I  will  live  with 
them  who  for  my  fake  came  hither,  if  it  fo  pIcalV 
God,  and  I  will  die  with  them  if  it  be  his  plea- 
furc,  and  ending  here,  we  Ihall  meet  ag^n,  bo- 
dies and  fouls,  at  the  laft  day,  God  and  t)^  world 
bear  witnefs,  tliat  we  do  as  Chriftian  knights, 
.ought  to  do. — I  yield  my  foul  into  God's  hands, 
my  body  to  return  wlience  it  came;  my  fcrvicc 
,to  my  native  prince,  my  heart  to  my  wife  and 

brother. To  Sir  John  de  Courcy,  my  might, 

and  my  force,  and  bloody  fweat  to  the  aid  of  all 
.yen  that  are  in  the  field/*  At  thefc  worJs 
,he  alighted,  kneeled  down,  kiflcd  the  crqfs  of  his 
fword,  and  ran  his  horfe  through,  faying,  *'  I'hou 
Ihalt  never  ferve  againll  me,  that  haft  fo  wor- 
thily ferved  with  me."  1  he  reft  then  did  the 
like.  After  which  looking  about  with  a  checri'nl 
countenance,  as  if  he  had  not  been  the  roan  that 
.was  formerly  fo  much  difmayed^  he  charged  two 
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yoang  gentlemen  of  the  comparty,  to  go  to  the 
fop  of  an  adjoining  hill,  and  thence  beholding 
the  battle^  to  make  true  report  to  his  brother  ~ 
Courcy,  and  to  others  of  that  day's  fervice.  "  Im- 
mediately (fays  Hanmcr)  they  prepared  for  bat- 
tle I  the  enemies  marvelled,  feeing  them  approach, 
that  they  durft  (being  fo-fcW)  abide  the  field.-^ 
They  made  likewife  ^  ftand,  and  caft  doubts -whe- 
ther the  Englifhmen  in  this  attempt  had  not  fomc 
great  ftipply*  refcue,  or  main  battle  following  af- 
tcr  \  they  would  not  give  the  onfet  till  they  had 
knowledge  thereof  by  fcouts  and  efpials/'  —In  con* 
clufion  the  fame  author  affirms^  that  though 
0*Connor*s  army  confifted  of  about  twenty  thou- 
fand  men,  yet  a  thoufand  of  them  fell,  and  that 
the  Englifhmen  turning  back  to  back>  when  they 
were  furrounded,  fought  till  they  were  all  (lain 
on  the  field,  leaving  to  their  enemies  a  dear-bought 
vjftory,^— 

I  have  inferted  this  account  for  the  curiofity  of 
it,  which,  if  it  be  not  exaggerated,  is  indeed  i 
wonderful,  though  1  cannot  think  it  a  commend- 
able, inftance  of  the  prowefs  of  Sir  Amoric , 
and  his  men: — if  the  difproportion  in  numbers 
Was  any  thing  like  what  Hanmer  mentions,  it  was 
the  height  of  rafhnefs  to  attempt  engaging  whilft 
any  other  method  was  left  in  their  choice,  and 
that  they  might  have  avoided  coming  to  a  battle 
frcms  more  than  probable,  at  Icaft  when  the  afto- 
nifhment  of  the  Iriili  was  fo  great  that  they  durft 
not  give  the  charge,  a  circumftance  which  might 
have  fumiihed  them  with  fomc  more  favourable 
opportunity  than  that  of  a  regular  engagement, 
whereby  to  extricate  themfelves  from  their  em- 
barraffments.  But  this  was  the  fafhion  in  which 
military  men,  efpecially  knights,  at  that  time  of 
day  threw  away  their  own  lives  and  thofe  of  their 
followers.    Inftances  of  this  kind  arc  not  lb  fre- 
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quent  fince  the  introduftion  of  a  new  difcipUne 
in  Europe  ;  nevcrtheltrfs  there  is  no  occafion  to 
defpife  their  valour  on  one  fide,  nor  to  comnDend 
raihnefs  on  the  other-,  and  taking  every  circum- 
ftance  of  the  above  ftory  exadtly  as  my  author  re- 
lates it,  that  this  was  ra/hnefs  I  think  is  quite  in- 
conteftable. 

Yet,  after  this  viftory,  in  remembrance  of  which 
Connor  erefted  an  abbey,  for  fome  reafon  or 
other  (furely  not  becaufe  he  bad  defeated  the  Eng- 
lifli,  as  fome  feem  to  intimate)  he  thought  pro- 
per to  treat  of  a  peace  with  Lacey,  which  from 
the  pofture  of  affairs  at  that  time,  we  may  pre- 
fume  was  granted  him  without  much  difficulty. 

And  here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  little  to  the 
honour  of  either  nation,  that  both  Englifh  and 
Irifli  knew  pretty  well  when  to  alk  or  when  to 
grant  a  peace ;  the  one  foliciting,  and  the  other 
complying  with  the  iblicitation  generally  upon  the 
feme  principle — of  convmenecy — and  neither  fide 
being  very  nice  in  regard  to  keeping  fuch  en- 
gagements, when  an  opportunity  ferved  to  break 
them  to  advantage.  If  there  arc  thofe  who  think 
this  cenfure  too  feverc  upon  either  of  the  par- 
ties, they  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  read  hiftorv 
with  their  eyes  open,  and  their  lenfes  clear,  and 
.they  will  prefently  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
the  charge. 

Ifabel,  only  daughter  of  Richard  dc  CUrc, 
iurnamed  Srrongbow,  earl  of  Pembroke,  was  this 
year  married  to  William,  lord  Maxficld,  earl 
marfhal  of  England,  who  was  a  great  favourite 
of  king  Richard,  and  carried  the  Iceptre  at  that 
prince's  coronation. — This  William,  lord  Max- 
field  (who  was  afterwards  created  earl  of  Pem- 
broke) came  over  as  lord  juftice  and  governor 
of  Ireland,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  ninety- 
one  ;  he  was  alfo  one  of  the  regency  of  England  in 
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the  abfence  of  king  Richard,  knd  had  a  great  cftatc 
in  Ireland. — The  country  remained  in  a  tranquil 
ftatc  during  his  adminiftration. — At  length  he 
rcfigned  it  to  Hugh  Valois,  who  continued  chief 
governor  till  the  death  of  the  king,  which  hap- 
pened in  the  year  of  Chrift  devcn  hundred  and 
ninety-nine. — 

That  prince  after  a  fuccefslcfs  expedition  to  tlic 
Holy  Land,  in  the  courfe  of  which  one  of  his  al- 
lies' was  drowned,  and  another  bafcly  deferred 
him,  was  feized  on  his  return  home,  and  caft  in- 
to prifon,  by  order  of  Leopold  duke  of  Auftria, 
and  after  very  long  confinement,  and  many  in- 
dianities,  was  at  length  releafed  for  a  large  funi 
ot  money. — But  yet  he  was  hot  fated  to  end  his 
days  in  peace  -,  for  paffing  over  afterwards  into 
Bretagne,  on  foreign  affairs,  he  was  Ihot  with 
an  arrow,  as  he  was  befieging  a  caftle  belonging 
to  one  of  his  vaffals,  who  fefufed  to  yield  up  to 
him  a  certain  hidden  treafurc  which  he  had  found. 
Thus  fell  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion,  and  to  him 
fuccecded, 

John  earl  of  Moreton,  already  lord  of  Ireland,  a.  d. 
This  prince  fucceeding  in  manifeft  injury  to  his-  '  "" 
nephew,  Arthur,  the  rpal  and  undoubted  heir  to 
the  crown,  whom  he  traitcroufly  murdered,  and 
being  too  weak  as  well  as  too  wicked  to  keep 
well  with  his  barons,  found  his  reign  one  fcene  of 
continued  difturbance,  which  began  at  his  firft 
acceffion  to  the  tfirone,  and  accompanied  him  even 
t:)  his  death.  He  at  firft  affeftcd  to  take  the 
crown  by  eleftion  (concerning  which  circumftance 
fome  hiftorians  have  made  a  great  parade)  but  this 
was  only  becaufe  he  could  not  pretend  to  a  bet- 
ter claim  •,  and  the  cleftion  was  fuch  an  one  as 
miny  hid  afterwards  caufe  to  repent  who  had  a 
hand  in  confirming  his  injuftice. 
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The  lord  jufticc  continued  in  his  government 
no  longer  tlian  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  this 
fickle  prince,  who,  after  that  term,  not  only  dif- 
placed,  but  fined  him,  and  appointed  another  to 
lucceed  him. 

Meylcr  Fitz-Henry,  the  natural  fbn  of  king 
Henry,  and  half  brother  to  Fitz -Gerald,  was 
pitched  upon  the  fucccfTor.— -William  dc  Braos 
about  this  time  received  a  grant  of  the  honours 
of  Limerick  for  him  and  his  heirs,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances, the  city  of  Limerick  and  fprne  other 
cantrcds  excepted  j  but  (difapproving  of  the  hei- 
nous crime  that  was  commitDed  by  John,  in 
murdering  his  young  nephew,  after  he  had  deprived 
him  of  his  fuect  flion)  he  was  foon  afterward  com- 
pelled to  remove  to  the  Ifle  of  Man,  and  from 
thence  to  France,  where  he  died  j  bvK  his  wife 
and  fon  were  taken  and  imprifoncd  for  life,  if 
not  abfolutcly  ftarvcd  to  death  by  the  tyrant. 

Courcy  being  difgraced,  Hugh  de  Lacey  was 
made  lord  jufticc  of  Ireland,  who  had  orders 
to  arreft  him,  which  at  length  he  effedbed,  by 
means  of  <he  treachery  of  lome  of  the  latter's 
fervants,  who  betrayed  him  into  the  hands  of 
thofc  fent  to  apprehend  him,  but  not  till  he  had 
made  a  brave  refiftance,  in  which  many  of  them 
were  flain  and  wounded. 

But  we  arc  told  that  Lacey,  inftead  of  reward- 
ing,  pqniflied  thofc  who  had  perpetrated  the  vil- 
lainy with  death.  But  if  he  did  fo,  this  made 
b\it  poor  amends  for  Courcy,  who  was  entrapped 
in  his  words  concerning  Arthur's  death,  as  Braos 
had  been,  and  being  u^nt  over  to  England,  was 
pow  for*  that  offence  condemned  to  perpetual  ini- 
prifonment  in  the  tower  of  London, — while  Lacey 
was  fent  for  to  court,  iq  order  to  t^c  the  reward 
q{  kk  ferviccs.-« 
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At  his  departure  Mcylcr  Fitz-Hemy  was  again 
made  chief  juftiee,  but  Lacey  was  rewarded  by 
the  king  with  a  grant  of  the  earldom.-^The  king 
of  Connauj^ht  rcleafed  at  this  time  two  parts  oud 
pf  three  ot  his  country^  retaining  the  third  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  an  hundred  marks,  and  the 
next  year  he  offered  to  continue  tenant  to  the 
fame  third  part  at  the  aforefaid  rent,  to  be  held 
per  Barooiam,  and  to  pay  a  yearly  tribute  of  three 
hundred  marks,  for  the  other  two  parts,  faving 
and  referving  to  the  king  two  cantreds  with  tiie 
inhabitants,  and  liberty  of  building  callles  there-  ^ 
in. — And  a  writ  was  fent  to  the  lord  jufticc, 
commanding  him  to  build  a  ftrong  caille  at  Dub- 
lin. 

Upon  that  magiftrate's  going  over  to  England, 
Hugh  dc  Lacey  was  again  made  deputy.  ■  ■- 
And  about  this  time  there  was  a  great  rifmg  in 
Munfter. 

Lacey,  in  the  mean  while,  not  knowing  how  to 
ufe  his  power  with  moderation, — which  feems  to 
have  been  the  fault  of  the  family,  — ^  caufed 
John  dc  Courcy*s  natural  fon  to  be*  murdered, 
and  other  outrages  to  be  committed ;  for  which, 
and  on  account  of  the  height  of  taxes,  many  dif» 
fatisfadioas  arofe ;  and  the  natives  ftlhing  in  thcfe 
troubled  waters,  began  again  very  much  to  annoy 
the  Englifh. 

Amongft  other  enormities,  the  Birnes,  Tooled, 
and  many  more  of  the  old  Irilh,  furprifed  a  party 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Dublin,  who  were  chiefly  a 
colony  from  Briftol,  as  diey  were  walking  forth 
for  the  air  one  Eaftcr  Monday,  and  deftroyed 
above  three  hundred  of  them,  which  .appeared  but 
as  a  prelude  to  other  outrages.  \ 

But  how  John  thought  proper  to  make  a  fe^ 
cond  voyage  inco  that  country,  which  the  Laceys 
no  iboncr  heird,.  than  tliey  fled  to  France.^— r- ' 
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The  king  was  met  by  O'Neal,  and  above  twenty 
other  Irifh  potentates,  who  fwore  fealty  to  him  1 
but  O'Connor  before-mentioned,  oppofcd  him  in 
Connaught,  and  was  afterwards  taken  prifoner, — 
King  John  caufed  money  to  be  coined  in  Ireland, 
made  a  more  accurate  divifion  of  all  the  lands  he 
held,  into  counties,  and  finally,  as  far  as  poflible, 
abolilhed  the  Brehon  laws,  and  inllituced  thoic  of 
England  in  their  room.  After  which»  having  done 
much  more  than  any  man  could  have  expected 
ifrom  him,  he  fet  fail  on  the  tenth  of  ApriU  and 
departed  again  for  England,  leaving  the  brd  Gray 
chief  jufticci  to  adminifler  the  government  in  his 
room. 

But  before  I  proceed  any"  farther,  I  fhall  re^ 
late  what  more,  is  faid  to  have  happened  to  the 
great  John  de  Courcy  after  his  imprifonmcnt  in 
the  tower,  where  it  was  intended  that  he  ihould 
have  remained  to  the  end  of  his  life,  and  whence 
it  is  faid  he  was  delivered  on  the,  following  oc^ 
cafion. 

*'  Not  long  after,  there  fell  fomc  difference  be* 
tween  John  king  of  England,  and  Philip  king 
of  France,  for  the  right  of  fomc  fort  in  Nor- 
mandy, who  to  avoid  the  ihedding  of  Chriftian 
blood,  agreed  on  each  fide  to  put  it  to  a  com*' 
bat ;  of  king  Philip's  there  was  a  Frenchman  in 
readinefs  1  king  John  upon  the  fudden,  knew  not 
what  to  do  for  a  champion  to  encounter  with  him ; 
at  length,  one  attending  upon  his  perfon,  informed 
him,  that  there  was  one  Courcy  in  the  tower  of 
London,  the  only  man  in  his  dominions  (if  he 
would  undertake  it)  to  anfwer  the  challenge.-p- — - 
King  John  joyful  at  this,  fent  the  firft,  the  fe- 
Cond,'and  third  time,  promiHng  great  rewards, 
^d  rich  gifts,  and  that  it  ftood  him  upon  t^  far 
as  the  honour  of  his  crown  and  kingdom  did 
rcaph,  to  m^kc  good  the  combat,  Cpyrcy  anfwered 

very 


HISTORY    OP    IRELAND.        26s 

▼cry  frowardly,  Xxht  which  was  taken  in  good  part  in 
regard  of  the  urgent  neceffity)  That  he  would  ne- 
ver fight  for  him,  neither  for  any  fuch  as  he  was, 
that  he  was  not  worthy  to  have  one  drop  of  blood 
fpiit  for,  that  he  was  not  able  to  requite  him  the 
wrong  he  had  done  him,  neither  to  reftore  him 
the  heart's  eafe  he  had  bereaved  him  of,  yet  not- 
witftanding  all  the  premifes,  he  was  willing,  and 
would  with  all  expedition^  be  ready  to  venture 
his  life  in  defence  of  the  crown  and  his  country. 

Whereupon  it  was  agreed,  that  he  Ihould  be 
dieted,  apparelled  and  armed  to  his  content,  and 
that  his  own  fword  (hould  be  brought  him  out  of 
Ireland.  The  day  came,  the  place  appointed,  the 
Hfts  provided,  the  fcafFolds  fet  up,  the  .princes  with 
their  nobility  on  each  fide,  with  thousands  in  ex- 
pectation- Forth  comes  the  French  champten^ 
gave  a  turn,  and  refts  him  in  his  tent :  they  fent 
tor  Courcy,  who  all  this  while  was  trufling  of  him- 
fclf  about  with  ftrong  points,  and  anfwered  the 
rtieflengers,  *'  If  any  of  their  company  were  to  go 
to  fuch  a  banquet,  I  think  he  would  make  no 
great^hafte."  Forth  he  comes,  gives  a  turn,  and 
went  into  his  tent.  When  the  trumpet  founded 
to  battle,  forth  come  the  combatants,  and  viewed 
each  other.  Courcy  beheld  him  with  a  wonderful 
ftern  countenance,  and  paflcd  by.  The  French^ 
man  not  liking  his  grim  look,  the  ftrong  propor- 
tion and  feature  of  his  perfon,  ftalked  ftill  along, 
and  when  the  trumpe^  founded  the  laft  charge, 
Courcy  drew  out  his  fword,  and  the  Frenchman 
ran  away,  and  conveyed  himfelf  to  Spain,  Where* 
upon  they  founded  viftory,  the  people  clapt  their 
hands,  and  caft  up  their  caps  •,  king  Philip  then  , 
deHred  John  that  Courcy  riiight  be  called  before 
them,  to  Ihew  fome  part  of  his  ftrength  and  man-  ^ 
hood,  by  a  blow  upon  a  helmet.  It  was  agretd,  a 
ftake  was  fet  in  the  ground^  and  a  fliirt  of  mai^ 
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and  a  hdmet  tbcrcoh ;  Courcy  drew  his  fword,  looked 
wonderfully  ftern  upon  the  prince,  cleft  the  hel- 
met, the  fhirt  of  null,  and  the  (laice  fp  far  in  that 
none  could  pull  it  ou(  but  himfelf.  Then  the 
princes  demanded  of  him,  what  he  meant  to  look 
io  fouriy  upon  them  ;  his  anfwcr  was.  If  he  had 
miffed  his  blow  upon  the  blpck,  he  would  have 
cut  oflf  both  the  kings  heads. — All  that  he  had 
faid  was  taken  in  good  part  ;— .-King  John  dif^ 
charged  him  out  of  all  his  troubles,  gave  him  great 
gifts,  and  reftored  him  to  his  former  poifcflloQs  in 
Ireland." 

But  to  return  to  our  hillory. — It  was  not  long 
that  Gray  remained  chief  juftice  •,  after  John's  ar- 
rival in  England,  he  was  recalled,  and  another  ap- 
pointed in  his  room.  , 

*  This  was  Henry  de  Londres,  archbifliopof  Dub«- 
lin,  a  man  who  had  the  firmncls  openly  to  oppofe 
the  king's  fubmifllon  and  aleniation  «of  his  domi- 
nions to  the  pope,  an  extraordinary  circumftancc 
ever  to  take  place,  but  which  we  (hall  pafs  by 
here,  as  being  foreign  to  the  tenor  of  this  hiftory. 

Geoffrey  de  Monfeo,  was  next  made  lord  keeper 
of  Ireland  ;  with  whom  Sir  Edmund  Butler  was 
aiTociatcd.  In  his  time  the  citizens  of  Dublin  ob- 
tained leave  to  build  a  bridge  over  the  LifFcy. 

But  what  is  more,  in  his  time  there  feenos  to 
have  been  a  paufe  of  tranquility  in  that  unhappy 
country.  Perhaps  it  is  not  eafy  to  tell  to  what 
this  quietnefs  among  the  people  might  be  owing, 
except  we  attribute  it  to  their  beginning  already  to 
feel  the  good  effeds  of  fome  falutary  laws  lately 
eftabliilied  among  them  :  yet  it  fhould  appear  that 
thefe  were  too  recent  to  work  fuch  an  cffeA,  and 
ordinances  newly  made  are  generally  very  ill  re- 
ceived amonglt  a  people  like  the  Iriftx,  tenacious 
of  their  ancient  cuftoms  -,  .befidcs,  as  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  ifland  was  ftill  in  theif  memory,  it  is 
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natural  to  imagine  that  the  very  bed  laws  could 
be  but  little  rcliflied  by  them,  as,  let  them  be  never 
fo  excellent  in  themfelves,  they  would  ftill  be  re- 
garded as  coming  from  the  conquerors,  and  as  fuch 
mufl:  be  a  long  time  before  they  could  be  cor- 
dially received. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  John  had  altogether  better 
luck  in  Ireland  than  he  had  in  his  own  country, 
where  his  barons  meeting  him  fword  in  hand^ 
wrung  from  him  a  confent  to  Magna  Charta— a.t 
one  time,  whilft  at  another  the  pope  laid  his  king- 
dom under  an  intcrdid,  and  would  not  reftore  it 
till  he  would  confent  to  hold  it  of  the  Roman 
fee.— Such  inftances  as  the  latter  are  fufficient  tQ 
make  one  hefitate  at  pronouncing  any  thing  which 
might  tend  to  promote  the  good  of  a  ftate  to 
flow  from  fuch  a  fource. — This  prince  after  having 
feen  his  realm  miferably  torn  in  pieces  with*  civil 
wars,  and  a  foreign  power  called  Qvejr  to  brave 
him  in  his  own  land,  expired  in  the  midft  of  all 
thefc  confufions,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his 
age,  not  without  fome  fufpicion  of  being  poi- 
foned.^- 

To  John  fucceeded  his  fon,  a  minor  of  about  tea  ^*^Y' 
years  of  age,  who  was  proclaimed  king,  and  ^'ncnryiiL 
ing  crowned  at  Glouceftcr,  did  homage  to  pope 
Innocent,  and  the  church  of  Rome,  for  the  king- 
doms of  England  and  Ireland,  and  befides  agreed 
to  pay  three  thoufand  marks  yearly  to  the  holy 
fee,  according  to  a  promife  made  by  his  dc- 
ceafcd  father. 

William  carl  Marlhal,  who  was  then  protestor 
jo(  the  king,  iflTued  proclamations  in  order  to  pre*- 
fervc  his  fubjefts  true  to  their  alleg;iance,  but  in 
.this  they  were  more  effedlually  preferved  by  ob- 
fcrving  how  the  party  of  Louis  the  Dauphin  feU 
off,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  pope's  change  of 

conduft 
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condudl.i  for  he,  fince  his  recpnciliation  with  John, 
had  turned  all  the  thunder  of  the  church  upon 
his  adverfaries,  who  were  now  excommunicated  by 
his  orders. 

A  writ  was  alfo  ilTued  at  this  time  to  the  king*s 
/ubje^  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  another  to  Hugh 
Lacey,  inviting  him  to  return,  and  promifing  him 
all  manner  of  proteftion  and  reftitution,  if  he 
would  come  back  upon  fight  of  it  j  which  Lacey 
thereupon  immediately  did,  well  pleafed  with  the 
opportunity,  that  came  fo  unhoped  for  and  un- 
expe6Eed. 

In  the  mean  time,  Geoffrey  de  Morifco  was 
ftill  lord  juftice  of  Ireland,  only  Henry  de  Londrcs 
was  affociated  with  him  •,  to  whom  the  new  king 
fent  letters  of  thanks  for  his  fervices  to  his  fa- 
ther, at  the  fame  time  exhorting  him  to  conti- 
nue the  fame  to  himfclf,  and  take  order  to  re- 
quire the  -oaths  of  fealty  from  the  Irifli  nobility 
and  other  matters  of  the  like  nature,  afiuring 
them  that  they  (hould  have  the  fame  liberties  in 
Ireland  as  his  fubjedts  in  England  enjoyed. 

Henry  de  Londres  was  foon  after  made  legate  of 
Ireland  by  the  pope. — He  built  the  caftle  of  Dub- 
lin, in  the  year  twelve  hundred  and  twentv. 

And  now  died  at  London,  earl  Marftiall,  the 
proteftor  of  the  king,  who  was  fucceeded  by  his 
Ion  William,  a  bilhop.  He  had  great  contefts 
with  Hugh  Lacey,  which  were  very  prejudicial 
to  the  county  of  Meath*  About  the  fame  time 
the  county  of  Thomond  was  granted  by  the  go- 
vernment to  O'Brian  king  of  that  diftrift,  in  con- 
fideration  of  a  yearly  tribute  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  marks,  during  the  king^s,  minority.  - 
P»yn»  The  lord  chief  juftice  being  an  archbifhop,  and 

legate  and  too  iblicitous  to  preferve  and  extend 
his  fpiritual  juriiUiAion,  notice  was  taken  of  his 
conduft  by  the  court  of  England  i    and,    after 

having 
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having  ruled  Ireland  for  five  years,  he  was  at  length 
difplaced  and  fucceeded  by  William  earl  Marlnal 
who  received  orders  to  feize  on  Connaugjit,  as 
being  forfeited  by  O'Connor,  and  to  deliver  it  up 
to  Richard  dc  Burg.-— He  was  fucceeded  by  Gc- 
offry  dc  Morifco,  in  whofe  time  the  Irilh  rofc  up. 
in  arms,  but  were  defeated  and  fubdued.  yifter 
him  Hubert. Burg,  earl  of  Kent,  being  alfo  made 
earl  of  Connaught,  and  appointed  lord  juftice  of 
Ireland,  deputed  Richard  dc  Burg  to  fill  the  of- 
fice ;  but  neither  held  it  long  -,  for  the  former 
falling  under  the  king's  difpleafure,  the  latter  was 
recalled,  and  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald  fent  over  in 
his  room  ;  during  whofe  adminiftration  died  Wil* 
liam  carl  Marfhal. — The  fartie  year  the  lord  juf- 
tice made  a  voyage  to  England,  and  after  his  re- 
turn  Richard  earl  Marfhall  was  flain  in  a  great 
battle  againft  the  Irifli,  which  was  fought  on  the 
Curragh  of  Kildare.  During  the  lord  juftice's 
abience  the  king  of  Connaught  came  over  alfo  to 
England,  and  laid  a  complaint'  againft  John  de 
Burg,  for  having  wafted  his  country  with  fire  and 
fword,  alledgin^  that  he  was  a  loyal  liegeman, 
and  paid  the  ftipulated  tribute  for  the  quiet  pof- 
fcflion  of  his  kingdom,  which  he  prefumed  no 
Engliih  fubjed  had  a  right  to  enter  and  ravage 
at  pleafure.  So  juft  a  remonftrance  was  patiently 
attended  to  by  the  king,  who  determined  to  re- 
ftore  the  Irifti  prince  to  his  demefnes,  and  yrrotc 
to  the  nobles  of  that  country  to  drive  out  John 
de  Bui^,  enjoining  them,  "  to  pluck  otit  by  the 
root  that  fruitlefs  plant  which  Hubert  de  Burg 
had  planted  in  thofe  parts,  that  it  might  1>ud  no 
more,*'  and  to  eftablilh  the  king  of  Connaught  in 
his  kingdom,  which  was  accordingly  effeAed. 

At  this  time  Henry  having  levied  forces  againft 
the  Welch,  fent  to  the  lord  chief  juftice  for  aid^ 

that 


i/d       HISTQRY    OF     IRELAND. 

that  came  not  till  too  late,  on  which  ac- 
count that  officer  fell  trndcr  the  king's  dif- 
^  tleafure,  in  confequence  of  which  he  was  recalled^ 
tyat  not  till  he  had  quelled  a  revok  of  the  Irifh, 
and  with  the  aid  of  Cormac  Mac  Dermod  Mac 
Rory,  fubducd  Tyrconnel,  onehalf  of  which  dif- 
trid  he  gave  him  as  a  reward  for  the  part  he 
took  in  the  expedition. 

This  governor  being  thus  removed,  Theobald 
Butler  and  John  Cogan  were  made  lord  jufticesj 
in  whofe  adminiftration  we  find  nothing  remarka- 
ble recorded,  except  that  one  Johannes  Rufus, 
agent  to  the  pope,  came  thither  to  colled  his  ho- 
Iincflcs*s  money,  and  fucceeded  fo  well  in  his  bu- 
fmefs,  that  he  carried  the  fum  of  fix  thoufand 
marks  out  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

After  him  Sir  John  Fitz  Geoffrey  was  made  chief 
juftice,  aiid  many  complaints  of  abufes  being  con- 
veyed to  court,  the  king  of  England  fent  over  t 
Writ  tliat  all  the  Irifh  who  chofc  to  lii'^c  as  his 
fubjefts  fhould  enjoy  the  b^cfit  of  the  Englifh 
laws  i  but  he  confined  it  only  to  thofc  who  fhould 
fubmit  t6  acknowledge  his  authority.  This  mo* 
narch  who  had  now  projcftcd  a  marriage  bcrj^-cn 
his  fon  the  prince  of  Wales  and  the  Infanta  of 
Spain,  amOngfl  other  parts  of  his  dominions  be- 
(lowed  on  the  prince,  included  Ireland,  which  he  was 
to  hold  in  full  poflcffion  (the  cities  of  Limerick 
and  Dublin  only  excepted)  but  in  fuch  a  riianner 
as  that  it  might  not  be  feparated  from  the  crown 
of  England. — And  this  laft  claufe  the  king  re- 
Iblved  to  make  a  faying  one  to  the  crown  ;  for 
after  this  grant,  his  fon  having  ifTued  a  writ  which 
ran  in  a  contraiy  manner  to  thofc  in  England, 
he  fent  orders  to  fuperfede  it,  and  to  ftop  all 
proceedings  upon  the  caufe,  which  orders  were  ac» 
cordingly  put  into  execution. 

In  the  time  of  Alan  de  la  Zouch,  who  is  the 
next  chief  juflice,  we  find  mentioned,  fomc  Irifh 

troops 
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troops  embarked  for  England,  to  affifl  the  carl  of 
Chcftcr,who  was  in  rebellion  againft  the  king;  but 
his  fon,  prince  Edward  encountering  the  Irifh  fleety 
and  dcftroying  mofl:  part  of  them,  the  fchcme  ramo 
to  nothing. 

We  are  farther  informed,  that  befides  the  ^ffait 
of  the^bove  mentioned,  Edward  proceeded  in  other 
matters  to  ufe  his  authority  in  a  manner  that  was 
not  pleadng  to  his  father ;  for  he  fet  about  to 
remove  the  chief  juftice,  and  put  another  in  his 
room,  to  prevent  which  innovation  the  king  fent 
difpatches,  commanding  the  lord  juflice  and  the 
nobles,  in  caib  Edward  fhould  make  fuch  an 
appointment,  by  no  nieins  to  obey  any  perfon  con- 
ftitutcd  by  his  authority. 

The  next  chief  juftice  was  Stephen,  furnamed 
Longfword,  earl  of  Salifbory,  who  flew  0*NeaK  an 
Irilh  infurgent,  and  many  others  in  the  ftreets  of 
Down ;  but  was  foon  after  betrayed  and  killed,  as 
fome  fay,  by  his  own  people.  ' 

After  his  death  William  Den  being  appointed 
lord  chief  juftice,  there  was  a  great  commotion 
in  Munfter,  the  Mac  Carthies  being  the  principal 
adtors  in  it. Thefe  were  intent  upon  reco- 
vering to  themfelves  Defmond,  which  they  claimed 
as  their  antient  patrimony,  and  from  whence  they 
now  rofe  to  expel  the  Englifh.  They  fucceeded 
fo  far  as  to  furprizcThomasFitz- Gerald  and  his  fori 
John  with  many  knights,  gentlemen,  and  others, 
and  made  fuch  a  ftrong  affociation,  that  for  a  while 
they  carried  all  before  them,  and  might  certainly 
•have  done  fo  much  longer,  if  they  h^d  not,  ac- 
cording to  cuftom^  tell  to  quarrelling  among  them- 
felves, by  means  of  which  bad  policy  the  Englilh 
found  the  way,  by  degrtes,  to  recover  their  power 
again  in  that  part  of  the  country. — In  the  midft  of 
thefe  tranfa&ions  the  lord  chief  juftice  died,  and 
wa&  fucceeded  by  Richard  dcCapcila. 

But 
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But  the  Burks  and  Geraldines  quarrelling  con- 
cerning certain  lands  in  the  province  of  Connaughc 
added  to  the  confufions  of  this  unhappy  country.-^ 
At  length  Maurice  Fitz-rGerald,  Fitz-Tbomas,  and 
one  x)f  Richard's  party,  carried  things  fo  far,  as  at  a 
meeting'to  feize  upon  the  lord  juftice  and  Richard 
Burk,  her  of  Ulfter,  together  with  Butler,  Co- 
gan,  and  others  there  aflembled  whom  they  icn- 
prifoned;  but  thefc  were  afterwards  releafcd  by 
order  of  a  parliament  that  met  at  Kilkenny,  and 
took  the  affair  into  confideration. 

The  king,  being  informed  of  thefc  difturbances, 
wrote  to  the  great  men  of  Ireland  to  keep  the  peace 
of  the  nation,  and  fbon  after  thefe  affairs  recalled 
Capella,  and  fent  David  Barrj'  over  in  his  room.    . 

All  this  time,  Henry  had  had  his  hands  full  with 
the  barons  of  England,  who  had  carried  their  dif* 

I)utes  with  their  Ibvereign  fo  far  as,  after  a  fruit* 
cfs  reference  of  them  to  the  arbitration  of  the  king 
of  France,  to  take  up  arms  againit  him  as  their 
anceftors  had  done  againll  kin^  John  his  father. 
Thefe  barons,  who  would  not  iuficr  the  people  to 
be  oppreffed  by  any  but  themfelves,  carried  on 
their  plan  with  various  fuccefs,  till  in  the  battle  of 
Lewes  under  the  leading  of  Simon  de  Mountfcrt, 
carl  of  Leicefter,  notwithftanding  the  great  prowels 
of  prince  Edward,  and  many  others  who  fought 
upon  the  king's  fide,  they  made  Henry  prifonerj 
and  afterwards  obliged  his  fon  likewife  to  furren- 
der  upon  conditions.  Then  Mountfort  ruled  the 
land  juft  as  he  pleafcd,  filling  all  places  of  profit 
and  trufi:  with  his  creatures,  and  packing  parlia- 
ments at  plealure,  till,  at  length,  many  of  the  baronsi 
perceiving  and  detefting  his  tyranny,  raifed  a 
powerful  oppofition  to  his  oppreffive  government  j 
and  having  found  means  to  deliver  the  prince  from 
his  captivity,  joined  him  with  fuch  fdrces  as  they  . 
could  r^ife,  and  engaged  to  fupport  him  againft  tbe 

arch 
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arch  rebel;     Thus  fiipported,  Edward  marched  in 

qucft  of  the  enemy,  and  havirtg  furprized  the  camp 

of  Leicefter's  fon,  in   his  foute,  foon  after  came 

up  with  the  earl  himfelf  at  Evelham^  where  a  great 

battle  was  fought  between  them,  which  terminated 

in  favour  of  the  royalifts,  Simon  de  Mountforc 

himfelf  being  flain   in  the  engagement,   and  his 

troops  routed   with  a  terrible  flaughter. — In  this 

battle  the  king  himfelf,  whom   his   enemies  had 

purpofely  placed  in  the  front  of  their  army,  Was 

wounded,  and  was  likely  to  have  been  flainj  as  he 

Was  no  Way  diftinguifhcd  from  the  common  men 

by  his  armour  •,  however,  the  fruits  of  the  prince's 

victory  were  fuch  a)5  fully  paid  both  father  and  fon 

for  their  hazard  and  fatigue  -,    for  by  this   the 

power  of  the  barons  was  broken,  and  fuch  a  ftroke 

alone  could  either  have  fecured  the  king  his  do* 

minion,  or  the  infatuated  people  any  profpeft  of 

that  liberty  which  they  contended  for. 

Affairs*  of  this  kind  took  off  a  great  deal  of  the 
king's  attention  from  Ireland^  as  the  reader  will  na- 
turally irtfiagine  :-«-^and  even  after  the  viftory  he 
had  obtained  at  Evefliam  had  given  him  more 
rcfpite,  he  was  ftill  mortified  with  t^le  tidings  from 
Ireland  :  fof^  about  the  year  twelve  hundred  Sir 
Robert  de  Ufford,  chief  jufticc,  being  fucceeded  by 
Kichard  de  Excefter,  and  he  by  Sir  James  Aud- 
1^,  the  Irifli  were  again  every  where  in  motion, 
invading  the  poflcffions  of  the  Engltili  with  fire 
and  fword,  and  falling  upon  them  when  they  were 
leaft  expc6led.  And  at  this  time  the  king  of  Con- 
»^aught  defeated  Walter  Burke,  in  a  pitched  battle, 
who  was  obliged  to  fly  for  his  Jifcj  leaving  a  great 
number  of  knights,  gentlemen,  and  fokliers  dead 
^pon  the  field. — Thefe  wars  were  followed  by  a 
famine  and  a  peftilence,  which  contribiited  to  fpread 
devaftation  over  the  counti-y. 
Vol.  I.  .  T  Sir 
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Sir  James  Audley  dyin^  in  the  year  twelve  hun- 
dred and  fcvcnty,  as  we  have  before  obfervcd,  left 
matters  but  ift  a  bad  fituation  in  Ireland,  neverthe- 
lefs  the  pope  required  the  dthes  of  all  fpiritual  pro- 
motions for  thfee  years  to  come,  and  though  the  peo- 
ple murmured^  yet  his  nuncio  would  not  go  emftf 
away. 

——Maurice  Fitis-Mauricc  Fisz-Geraid  fuc- 
ceeded  him  as  lord  juftice,,  in  which  office  he 
continued  till  the  death  of  Henry,  which  happened 
in  the  year  of  Chrift  twelve  hundred  and  ^enty< 
two,  after  a  rcigw  of  fifcy-fix  yean,  which  had 
been  full  of  trbubles^  and  commotioils. 
Edwird  I.  Edward  the  Firft,  his  fon,  furnamed  Longihanks, 
fucceeded  him^ — having  made  ah  expedition  to  the 
Holy  Land,  he  was  come  as  far  as  Sicily  on  hb 
return  home,  when  he  received  the  news  of  his 
father's  death,  which,  it  is-eafy  to  imagine,  haftcned^ 
his  journey.  -^Arriving  at  Dover  in  the  beginning 
of  Auguft>  he  was  crowned  on  the  nineteenth  day 
of  the  feme  mooth  at  Weftmiafter— Ifclaurice  Fitx- 
Maurice  Fitz-Gerald  being  continued  lord  jufticc, 
th<j  king's  peace  was  proclaimed  in  Ireland;— Ed- 
ward affirming,  that  he  was  both  willing  and  able, 
(by  God's  help)  to  do  jultice  to  aU  his  fubjcds 
both  great  and  fmall. 

Nevcrthelcfs,  the  Irilh'  entertaining  other  opi- 
nions, revolted,  in  the  firft  year  of  this  prina'J 
reign,  and  demoliflied  the  cafties  of  Aldleck,  Rol- 
common,  Schelligath,  and  Randon,  and  began  to 
.carry  dcvaftation  through  the  country ;  and  Mau- 
rice himfelf  was  betrayed  by  his  followers  not  long 
after,  in  Ophaly^  by  whom  he  was  taken  and  put 
into  prifon. 

The  next  year  he  was  fucceeded  by  Walter 
Gcnevil,  who  was  lately  returned  from  the  Holy 
Land. — During  his  adminiftration  we  arc  cold  the 
Highland  Scots  made  a  deicent    upoa   Ireland, 

bunicd 
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burned  z  great  number  of  villages,  and  committed 
other  cruelties,  in  revenge  for  which  the  Englilh  of 
Ulfl-er  and  Connaughti  under  the  leading  of  Richard 
de  Burk  and  Sir  Euftace  Poer,  levied  an  armyi  with 
which  they  palled  over  to  Scotland,  and  fully  re- 
torted thefe  cruelties  upon  thofe  invaders  in  theif 
own  country  (   and  after  this,   Thomas  de  Clare 
came    over    into  the    ifland,    and    married    the 
daughter  of  Maurice  Fitz-Maurice.     About  tlie 
fame  time  the  Englilh  were  overthrown  by  the  na- 
tives in   a    great  battle  at  Glinbury,    and  thea 
Ralph  Peppard ;  and.one  0*Hanlon  gave  battle  to 
0*Ncil  in  the  North. — Walter  Lord  Genevil  being 
fent  for  into  England.   Sir  Robert  Uffbrd  was  a 
fccond  time  appointed  lord  chieif  juftice.     During 
his  adminiftration,  Mortogh,  a  great  Irifh  chiel, 
was  taken  and  executed^    But  Thomas  Clare  having 
wars   with    O'Brian   Roe,    prince    of   Thomond 
whom  he  took  prifonef  and  caufed  to  be  beheaded^ 
but  was  foon  after  entrapped  by  the  Irifh,  and  being 
caught  as  in  a  net,  amidfl  the  paflcs  of  the  moun^ 
tains,  he,  his  father-in-law  and  all  their  followers  were 
fo  much  reduced  by  famine,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  to  yield  the  caftleof  Rof- 
common  to  the  enemy,  and  befides  to  bind  them- 
themfelves  to  make  reparation  for  ©'Brian's  death ; 
for  the   performance  of  which    terms    the  Irifh 
obliged  them  to  give  hoflagcs,  which  was  a  molt 
mortifying  circumftance ;   but  if  they  had    done 
otherwife,  they  muft  infallibly  have  periftied. 

While  the  Englifli  and  Irifli  were  thus  engaged 
in  quarrels  which  concerned  their  different  in- 
tcrcfts,  the  Irifli  princes  likewife  fell  out  among 
themfelves  about  matters  which  the  Englifli  had 
nothing  to  do  with.  Mac  Dermod  of  Muy  Lurg, 
raifing  a  great  arm/,  gave  battle  to  the  king  of 
Connaught,  and  the  latter  was  flain,  together  with 
tvo  thoufand  men. 

T  f  The 
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The  king  of  England,  receiving  information  of 
thcfe  difturbanccs,  cited  Ufford  to  appear  before 
him,  and  demanded  how  he  could  permit  fuch  pub- 
lic enormities  under  his  government? — Ufibrd 
made   anfwer.    That  thefc   things  were  doubtlds 

freatly  exaggerated  by  thofc  who  reported  them  to 
is  majefty  5  but,  hov/cvcr,  as  to  what  had  really 
paflcd  between  the  Irifli  princes^  he  faid  he  thought 
it  expedient  to  fufter  one  knave  (or  rcbw'l)  to  cut 
off  another,  in  order  thereby  to  fave  money  in  the 
king*s  coffer,  and  to  purchafe  the  peace  of  the  land. 
— As  princes,  at  that  time  of  day,  regarded  pol.cy 
more  than  juftice,  Edward  was  fatislicd  v;iih  this 
anfwer,  and,  with  a  fmUe,  bade  him  return  to  Ire- 
land. 
•^'  ^'        Robert  Fulborne,  bifliop  of  Waterford,  was  ap- 
pointed lord  juftice,  and,  during  his  adminiftration, 
and  that  of  his  fucceffor,    John  Sandford,  arch- 
bifhop  of  Dublin,  we  hear  of  nothing  but  rifings 
amongft  the  Irifh  arid  civil  war  among  the  EngliQi. 
— The  Fitz-GcraldS  and  the  Burks,  the   Buriers, 
the  Verdons,  and  the  Birminghams  were  perpetually 
deftroying  and  (kirmifhing  with  each  other  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  natives  ftriving  to  regain  their 
independence  on  the  other. — For  O'Connor  Faly 
was  flain    by   Jordan   Cumin>    and    his    brother 
by  Birmingham  •,    but  Mac  Coghlan  defeated  Wil- 
liam Burk  and   his  followers  at  Dcalna- — Whik 
thefe  wars  were  thus  carried  on,  it  is  eai'y  to  ima- 
gine, poverty  and  milirry  muft  be  their  attendants. 
The  land,  intlead  of  being  loaded  with  tlur  fruits  of 
plenty,  v/as  deluged  with  the  blood  of  the  flain; 
and  while  the  fevcral  pariic^i  were  contending  whok 
the  country   Ihould  be,    all  alike   contributed  ro 
dcfolare  and  dellroy  it.     Wiutever  excufes  might 
be  offered  for  the  Irifh  at  this  early  period,  furely 
none  can  be  made  for  the  Knglifli, ,  who  living  in 
thv^  very  midll  of  p^-nl  aud  d>inger,  and  in  a  land 

where 
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where  nothing  but   the  divifions  of  the   natives 

couJd  ever  have  given  them  an   opportunity   to 

dlablifh  their  fcttlcT-ent,  could  yet  lb  far  forget 

rhemfelves  as  to  fall  into  the  like  error,  and  with 

great  eagernefs  do  the  work  of  their  enemies.  -Yet 

this  is  the  fruit  of  ambition,   which  is  of  fuch  a 

nature  that,  having  mudi,  it  ftill  will  bp  grafping 

at  more,  and  never  thinks  it  poflefles  enough  while 

there  is  any  thing  elfe  to  be  had. — And,   in  con- 

fcquence  of  this  abfurd  condgft  had  the  Irifh  even 

aow  united,  pcrliaps  it  had  not  been  impoffible  for 

them  to  have  regained  what  they  had  loft^  and  to' 

have  driven  the  conquerors  out  of  the  ifland. — 

The  next  lord  juttice  we  find  mentioned,  is  Sir 
William  Vefcy,  between  whom  and  John  Fitz-* 
Thomas  Fitz-Gcrald  there  was  great  animofity,  fo 
that  both  thefe  impeached  each  other  of  high  treafon, 
and  both  appeared  to  anfwer  to  fo  e;jftraordinary  a 
charge  face  to  face  in  England, 

The  occafion  of  the  aftai/s  being  brought  before 
foch  a  tribunal  was,  that  Vefcy  having  heard  many 
complaints  thrown  out  ?igainft  his  adminiftration^ 
not  contented  with  endeavouring  to  juftify  himfelf, 
{having  a  private  pique,  as  we  may  fiippole,  againfb 
the  baron  ofOphaly)  endeavoured  by  all  pcfiible 
means  to  throw  the  accufation  upon  hini,  as  a 
breeder  of  difturbances  between  man  and  man,  but 
one  who  though  he  had  much  power,  had  little 
inclination  to  icrve  the  king.  AmSngft  other 
Ipceches  to  this  purport,  he  faid,  That  the  baron 
was  fierce  as  a  lion  in  his  private  Quarrels,  but  mild 
^"^  a  lamb  when  the  public  required  his  fervices.  — 
Which  coming  to  Fitz-Gerald's  ears,  he  highly 
refentcd  it,  and  many  bitter  fi^eeches  pafTed  bcrwrcr) 
them,  infoniuch  that  their  followers  were  ready  to 
roinetoblows.— And  thus  provoked,  the  lordjulHce 
h^nng  appointed  William  Hay  his  deputy,  made 
huth:  over  to  England,  v/hither  the  other  quickly 

T  3  ,  foUowcij 
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foUowed  him. — A  day  being  appointed,  they  were 
carried  before  the  king  and  cx>uncil,  and  each  be* 
ing  permitted  to  plead  his  caulc,  u&d  all  his  rhe* 
toric  to  defend  himfelf,  and  to  accufe  his  adver^ 
fary.  Their  fpceches  being  fomewhat  remar^ca- 
ble,  both  as  they  exhibit  the  charges  referred  to, 
and  as  they  may  ferve  for  fpecimeps  of  the  rhe- 
toric of  the  times,  I  have  taken  the  pains  here 
to  tranfcribe  them,  and  to  prefent  them  in  their 
own  drefs  to  the  reader. 

The  lord  juftice  being  firft  called  upon  to  ipeak, 
delivered  himfelf  in  the  fpUowifig  terms : 
"  My  dread  Sovereign, 

AS  I  muft  acknowledge  myfelf  fomewhat  ag« 
grieved  to  be  entangled  in  fq  intricate  a  matter; 
fo  I  am  glad  as  heart  can  think,  that  fo  weighty 
a  controveriy  is  brought  to  the  deciding  of  lb 
iipright  an  umpire.    And  whereas  it  ftood  with 
yoqr  majefty's  pleafure,    with  the  advice  of  thi$ 
your  honourable  council,   that  I,    as  unworthy, 
Ihould  have  the  government  of   your  realm  ol 
Ireland;  and  during ^my  time,  your  majefty's  fub- 
jefts  have  been  (1  may  not  deny  it)  diverfcly  an- 
noyed; — for  my  difcharge,  as  I  faid    i{i  .Ireland, 
fo    I  vow  here    in    England,    that  he  kneeleth 
here  before  your  highnels  [pointing  to  die  baron 
of  Ophaly]   that  is  the  root  and   crop  of  thcfe 
enormities  -,  for  it  is  well  known  that  he  beareth 
that  ftroke  with  the  Irifti,  as  it  he  once  but  frown 
at  them,    they  dare  not  be  lb  hardy   as  once  to 
peak  out  of  their  cabins :  and  whereas  his  force 
doth  greatly  amaze  them,  think  you  but  his  coun- 
tenance (ioth  wonderfully  encourage  them   to  the 
turtherance  of  which  it  is  apparently  known,  and 
it  fhall  be  proved  that  he  hath  not  only  by  fun- 
dry  meffages  eiiiboldencd  your  majefty's  enemies, 
to  fpoil  your  fubjcds;    but  alfo  by  his  pcrlbnal 
'  prei^nce,  p  fccrei  meetings,   he  gave  them  fuch 

courage, 
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courage^  as  neither  the  royaky  of  your  highnefi, 
nor  the  authority  of  your  deputy,  neither  the 
force  of  your  laws,  #ior  the  ftrength  of  your  puif- 
fant  army,  was  able  to  quench  the  flame  of  thefe 
hurly-burlics  that  through  his  traitorous  drifts 
were  enkindled:  thefe  and  the  like  enormities, 
through  his  privy  packing  with  rebels,  being  daily 
committed,  to  bring  me^  your  maje%'s  governor 
in  the  hatred  of  the  people,  his  adherents  both 
fecretly  muttered,  and  openly  exclaimed  againft 
me  and  my  government,  as  though  the  i^drefs  of 
-jfcll  thefe  harms  had  wholly  lain  in  nwne  hands. 

Whereupon,  being  in  conference  with  fuch  as 
,  were  the  chieftains  of  your  realm  of  Ireland,  al- 
beit I  took  it  to  be  expedient  to  point  with  my 
finger  to  the  very  fink  or  head-fpring  of  all  the, 
Xrealbas  that  by  fecret  conlpiracies  were  pretended 
and  pracicifed  againft  your  majefty  and  your  fub- 
jcfts;  yet  notwithftanding,  haviqg  more  regard  to 
modelly  than  to  the  deferts  of  the  barxMi  of  Dph?- 
ly,  I  did  but  glance  at  his  packing  in  fuch  fecret 
lort,  as  none,. or  very  feyr  of  the  company  could 
guefs  whom  with  my  mifty  fpeeehes  J  did  touchy 
But  as  commonly  the  gaUed  horfe  xloth  fooneft 
kick,  ib  this  geatleman^  b^ing  pricked,  as  it 
Ihould  feem,  with  the  fting  oi  his  guilty  coifi- 
fcience,  broke  oux  Po  a  fuddcn,  and,  forgetting 
his  all^tance  to  your  Iiighnefs;  and  his  duty  to 
me,  your  deputy  ;  he  took  me  up  roughly,  as 
though  I  had  been  -rather  his  underling  than  hi$ 
governor.  The  fum  of  which  defp'ghtful  fpeeehes 
I  refer  to  the  teftimony  of  the  honourable  au- 
dience where  thcj  were  delivered.  As  for  hi^ 
manifold  treafons,  I  am  alhamcd  to  rehearfe  fuc^ 
things  as  he  did  not  ftick  to  commit ;  and  if  it 
(hall  ftand  with  your  majelly*s  pleafiire  to  adjourn' 
the  trial  for  a  few  days,  I  will  charge  him  with  fuch 
apparent  items,  as  were  his  face  made  of  brais^ 

T  4  Jac 
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he  fliall  not  be  able  to  deny  any  one  article  ih^t 
Ihall   be  booked  agqinft  him." — 

To  which  fpcech  his  antagonift  made  the  fol]<wr. 
ing.circumftantial  reply,: 

"  Moli:  puilT4nE  Prince,  ^nd  my  dread  Sove- 
reign," 

WERE  Mr.  Vefcy's  mouth  fo  juft  a  meafure  as 
what  he  fpake  fhouJ^i  be   huldcn  for  gofpcl,  this 
had  been  no  fit  place  for  fo  arrant  a  traitor^  as 
he  with  his  feigned  gloITing,  would  gladly  pvove 
.    me  to  be.     But,  fith  it  pleafcs  your  majefty,  with 
fo  indifferent  ballancc  to  ponder  both  our  tales ; 
I  am  thoroughly  perfuaded  that  my  loyal  inno- 
cency  (hall  be  able  fo  ovcrpoife  his  forged  treach- 
ery,   Your   majefty    hath  hccrd  many  words  to 
fmall  purpofe  ;  and  as  his  complaint  hitherto  hath 
been  generally  huddled  up,  fo  my  .anfwer  there- 
to  may  not  particularly    be   framed.     Whereas, 
^ereforc,  he  termcth  it^e  a  fupporter  of  thieves, 
^  packer  with  rebels,  ^nd  a  confpirator  with  trai- 
tors. 5    if  I  fhould  but  with  a  bare  word  deny 
the  prcmifes,  all  his  gay  glofs  of  glittering  fpceches 
would  fuddenly  fade  away,     Yea,  byt  he  craveth 
refpitc  for  the  booking  his  articles :  truly,  fo  lie 
hath,  need,  for  loitering  and  lingering  is  tiieonly 
^yay-  h^    may  devife  to   cloak  his  feigning  and 
forging  ;  wherein  he  (hewcth  himf^lf  as  crafty  as 
the  philofopher   was  accounted  wife,    that  pro- 
mifcd  a  tyrant,  upon  menacing  words^  to   fchool 
his  afe  in  philofophy,   fo  he  h^d  feven  years  re- 
fpite :  becaufe  that  in  that  fpace  he  was  perfuaded, 
that  either  the  tyrant,  the  afs,   or  he  would  die. 
In  like  wife,   Mr.  Vefcy,    upon   refpite    granted 
him,  would  hang  in  hope,  that  either  the  life  of 
your  majefly  (which  God  forbid)  fhould  be  Ihort- 
fied,  or  that  I,  in  tra6t  of  time,  would  be  disfa- 
voured ;  or  that  he  by  one  fubtlc  prank  or  other 
'    (hould  be  of  this  heavy  load  difburtheped. 

But 
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But  if  I  have  been  as  many  years  a  malefac- 
tor as  he  voucheth,  how  happeneth  it,  that  his  . 
tongue  was  tied  before  this  late  dilTention 
began  5  why  did  he  not^  from  time  to  time,  ad- 
vertife  the  council  of  my  treafons  ;  whereas  now 
it  may  be  probably  conjedured,  that  he  was  edged 
to  this  fervice,  rather  for  the  hatred  he  beareth 
me,  than  for  any  love  he  owetb  your  royal  ma- 

Touching  the  words  I  fpake  in  Ireland,  I  pur- 
pofe  not,  for  ought  I  have  heard  as  yetj  to  eat  them 
up  in  England,  And  when  I  ftiall  be  called  to 
jeftify  fuch  fpeeches  as  I  delivered  there,  I  will 
not  he  found  fo  raw  in  my  matter,  as  to  lofe  my 
errand  in  the  carriage,  as  Mr.  Vefcy  hath  done, 
or  to  crave  farther  rcfpite  for  the  rcgtftcring  of 
his  manifold  treafons.  As  for  my  fecret  meetings 
M^ith  Irifti  rebels,  were  I  pcrfuaded,  (Mr.  Vel- 
cy)  chat  you  were  able  to  prove  them ;  I  would 
be  found  willing  to  acknowledge  them,  ^r  if  my 
confcience  were  fo  deeply  (H^ng  as  you  pretend, 
I  would  take  it  far  better,  patiently  acknowledg- 
ing my  trefpafs,  to  appeal  to  my  king's  mercy, 
than  by  denying  my  faults,  to  ftand  to  the  riguor 
pf  his  juftice. 

As  for  meetings,  I  never  had  fo  many  in  woods 
with  rebels,  as  you  Mr.  Vefcy,  have  had  in 
your  chamber  with  cows  •,  for  it  hath  been  mani- 
feftly  apparent,  that  when  the  baron  of  Ophaly 
and  the  beft  nobility  in  Ireland  have  been  de- 
barred from  entering  your  chamber,  an  Irifh  cow 
could  have  at  all  times  accefs  to  you.  No,  Mn 
Vefcvr,  a  cow,  a  horfe,  a  hawk,  and  a  filver  cup 
have  been  the  occafion  of  your  flacknefs :  when 
the  fubje£ts  were  opprefled,  you  would  be  con- 
tented to  wink  at  their  mifcrry,  fo  that  your  mouth 
VKTc  flopped  with  bribery  j  and  when  you  bad 

gathered 
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gathered  your  crumbs  fuffipendy  together,  you 
held  it  for  a  petty  .policy  (and  yet  it  was  but 
a  bare  fhift)  to  charge  the  nobility  with  fuch 
packing  as  you  daily  did  pradife ; — ^but  you  muft 
not  think  that  we  are  babes,  or  that  with  fuch 
ftale  device,  or  grois  juggling  trick*  you  may  fo 
cafily  dufk  or  dazzle  our  eyes»  Can  any  man, 
that  is  but  flender-witted,  be  fo  far  carried  away 
as  to  believe  that  Mn  Vefcy,  being  the  king's 
deputy  in  Ireland,  having  his  m^yefty's  treafure, 
havir^  the  nobility  at  his  beck^  and  the  king*s 
army  at  his  command,  but  if  he  weve  difpofed 
CO  beftir  himfelf,  he  was  able  to  ferret  out  fuch 
bare-breeched  brats  as  fwarm  the  Engliih  paje; 
if  he  laid  he  could  not,  we  muft  (mile  at  his 
fimplicity  ;  and  if  he  couid  and  would  not,  how 
may  he  colour  his  difloyalty  ? 

Yea,  but  I  "  bear  fuch  a  ftroke  with  the  Irilb, 
as  that,  upon  any  quarrel^  I  am  able  to  annoy 
them  r*  What  then  ?  Becaufe  the  baron  of  Ophai^ 
ly  can  revenge  his  private  injuries  without  the 
deputy,  therefore  the  dq)uty  may  not  vanquifh 
cHe  weak  and  naked  rebels,  without  the  furthe- 
rance of  the  baron  of  Ophaly  ?  Whereas  the  con- 
trary ought  to  be  infejred  :  That  if  a  private 
•  man  c^  tame  the  Irifh,  what  may  then  the  msu 
giftrate  do,  that  hath  the  prince's  pay  ?  But  in- 
deed it  is  hard  to  take  bases  with  foxes.  You 
muft;  not  think,  Mr.  Vcfcy^  that  you  were  fcnt 
governor  into  Ireland  to  dandle  your  trulls,  to 
pen  yourfelf  within  a  town  or  city,  to  give  re- 
bels the  gaze,  to  pill  the  fubjeds,  and  animate 
traitors  i  to  fiU  your  coffers,  and  to  make  your- 
felf, by  marring  true  men  ;  to  gather  the  birds, 
whUft  others  beat  the  bufiies  ;  and  after  to  im- 
peach the  nobility  of  fuch  treafons,  as  you  only 
have  committed.  But  forafmuch  as  our  mutuJ 
complaints  ftand  upon  the  one^s  Yea  and  the  other's 
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^ay,  and  that  you  would  be  taken  for  a  cham* 
pion,  and  I  am  known  to  be  no  coward,  let  us, 
}n  God's  name,  leave  lying  for  varlets  bearding 
for  ruffians,  facing  for  cracklers,  chattering  for 
twattlers,  fcolding  for  callets,  booking  for  teriye-v 
ncrs,  pleading  for  lawyers,  and  let  us  try  with 
the  dint  of  ^ord  (as  becomes  martial  men  to  do) 
our  mutual  quarrels  •, — therefore,  to  juftify  that  I 
am  a  true  fubjed,  and  that  thou,  Vefcy,  art  aff 
arch  traitor  to  God  and  to  my  king,  here,  in  the 
prefence  of  his  highnds,  and  in  the  hearing  of 
this  honourable  aflfembly,  I  challenge  the  com« 
bat."— 

On  this  the  people  fhouted,  and  Vefcy  replied^ 
That  he  was  mod  willing  to  accept  the  challenge^ 
and  accordingly  a  day  was  appointed  whereon  the 
matter  v/as  to  be  tried  by  a  folemn  duel ;.  and  all 
men  were  big  with  expe£kation  of  the  event,  which 
was  likely,  however  the  fortune  of  the  day  might 
jturn,  to  occafi^n  fome  difcoveries  relative  to  the 
adminiftration  of  the  king's  affairs  in  Ireland. 

But  when  the  day  arrived,  and  the  lifts  were 
ordered  to  be  prepared  for  this  combat,  one  of 
fhe  champions  was  miflTmg  : — in  cffedt,  Vcfcy» 
cither  diitrufttng  his  caufe  or  his  ilrength,  pri-* 
vaccly  withdrew  himfelf  into  France,  and  difap-- 
pointed  the  people  qi  a  duel 

This  method  of  trying  caufes,  which  was  ftilL 
retained  and  pra£t;fe4  in  extraordinary  cafes  in 
England,  feeps  to  have  been  of  a  piece  with  that 
of  the  ordeal,  er  fiery  trial,  and  to  have  had  as 
liule  foundation  in  reafon  ^s  the  latter  \  fince  fu- 
penor  courage,  (Irength,  or  fkill  in  handling  his 
Weapons,  v/c-re  moft  likely  of  any  thing  to  give 
a  man  the  yidory  •,  and  ^s  to  the  received  notion 
[n  later  times.  That  though  Heaven  fhould  not 
iQterppfe  by  miracle,  yet  he  who  is  in  the  wrong 
will  be  fo  much  daunted  as  to  become  an  eaiy 

conGueft 
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conqueft  to  his  antagonift  -,  this  argument  how 
plaufible  foever  it  may  appear,  cannot  always  hold 
good.  When  men  arc  weak  as  well  as  wicked, 
this  may  be  the  cafe  5  but  bow  many  do  we  read 
of,  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  greateft  enormi- 
fies,  and  yet  have  fought  with  moft  undaunted 
fpirit,  as  well  as  died  with  moft  invincible  obfti- 
nancy.— It  does  not  appear  indeed  that  Vefcy  was 

of  this  clafs : he  feems  rather  to  have   been 

a  weak  man  ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable,  by 
his  behaviour  in  this  cafe,  that  he  h^d  lefs  courage 
than  honefty,  notwithftanding  Campion  calls  him 
^*  a  ftern  man,  and  full  of  courage,  but  rafli  and 
impudent  of  his  tongue."  The  latter  part  of  this 
charafter  is  not  always  joined  to  the  former.— On 
the  whole,  from  his  manner  of  condu6ting  him- 
ftlf  in  refpeft  to  the  baron  he  muft  certainly  have 
been  either  extremely  defe6tive  in  courage  or  in 
common  fenfe. 

But  however  that  might  be,  the  king  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  thfs  behaviour  of  the  lord  juftice, 
caufed  all  his  lands  in  the  county  of  Kildare  to  be 
given  to  the  baron,  and  fettled  uppn  him  and  his 
heirs  for  ever. 

Returning  to  Ireland,  elated  with  this  fucccfs, 
he  began  to  carry  matters  with  a  high  hand  in 
that  country,  and  even  went  fo  far  as  to  take 
Richard  Burk,  carl  of  Ulfter,  together  with  his 
brother  William  Burk  prifoners ;  neverthelefs  thefc 
were  releafed  by  order  of  the  parliament  afiemblej 
at  Kilkenny,  when  William  Doddingfwel  was  lord 
juftice,  and  there  were  thofe  who  threatened  to  im- 
peach Fitz-Thomas  in  England ;  but  he  replied,  he 
could  juftify  himfclf  in  regard  to  what  he  had 
done ;  but  he  rather  chofe  to  throw  himfelf  upon 
the  king's  mercy,  and  fo  the  matter  ended. 

The  lord  juftice  dying,  there  were  difturbanccs 
again  among  the  Irifli  who  now  wafted  great  part 

of 
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of  the  province  of  Leinfter,  and  then  Thomas  Fitz 
Thomas  Fitz-Gerald  filled  the  place  for  a  time, 
but  was  foon  removed  to*  make  foom  for  John 
Wogan,  who  did  all  in  his  power  to  pacify  the 
former  ftrife,  and  went  over  to  affift  the  king  of 
England,  then  employed  in  his  Scottifli  wars,  irt 
which  he  fucceeded  to  his  wifli  againft  John  Ba^ 
liol. 

But  in  the  interim  William  de  Rofs,  prior  of 
Kilmanhaim  being  left  deputy,  the  Irifh  rofe  in 
many  places. — Leighlin  and  other  towns  were 
burned  5  yet  in  another  quarter  OTIanlon  and 
Mac  Mahon  were  defeated  and  flain. 

Wogan  returning,  called  a  parliament,  and  en- 
deavoured to  fettle  matters  a  little  better  »,  at 
which  two  demands  were  made  from  the  clergy, 
one  from  the  king  which  was  denied,  and  another 
from  the  pope,  which  was  granted. 

Neverthclefs  the  0*Connors  Mac  Carthies, 
0*Dempfeys,  and  all  the  different  parties  were  foon 
up  in  arms  again  with  various  fucceffes  *,  and 
the  Englifh  were  obliged  to  draw  together  all 
their  forces  from  the  other  provinces  for  the  de- 
fence of  Leinfter. — And  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  three  hundred  and  fevcn,  Murchad  Ballagh 
was  beheaded  by  Sir  David  Condon,  which  lat- 
ter was  executed  for  the  faft  two  years  afterwards. 
Thcfc  proceedings  involved  the  grcateft  part  of 
the  ifland  in  war  and  bloodfhed,  and  in  the  midfl. 
of  thofe  difturbances  died  Edward  the  Firft,  of 
a  dyfcntery,  in  the  fixty-eighth  year  of  his  age, 
and  the  thirty-fixth  of  his  reign. 

Edward  the  Second,  of  Caernarvon,  fucceeded  his^JwiM  n. 
father  on  the  Engliih  throne,  but  though  he  was 
heir  to  his   kingdom  he  never  inherited  his  abili- 

ties. He  was  weak  and  pufillanimous,   eafily 

kd  away  by  falfe  appearances,  and  a  king  by  no 

means 
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means  fit  to  govern  a  warlike  people,  fuch  as  the 
Englifh,  who  foon  began  to  fee  through  and  to 
defpife  his  mean  capacity. — ^His  father  Edward  had 
given  laws  to  the  Scots,  and  taken  prifoner  and 
unworthily  put  to  death  William  Wallace,  the 
great  aflertor  of  their  liberties  i  but,  as  it  fc^ns^ 
from  the  aflies  of  this  phoenix  fprang  another 
more  fortunate  patriot,  Robert  Bruce^  who  was 

the  next  heir  to  the  Scottifh  crown. The  firft 

Edward  had  with  difficulty  kept  him  tinder,  but 
that  was  a  talk  too  hard  for  the  Second  to  atchieve* 
He  was  indeed  proclaimed  at  Carlifle^  and  after- 
wards made  a  proceifion  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
(which  fomewhat  refembled  a  pageant)  into  Scot- 
Iand»  where  he  received  the  homage  of  the  chiefs  { 
but  inflead  of  proceeding  to  operate  againft  his 
^^atchful  enemy,  he  returned  to  England,  after  this 
parage,  leaving  the  earl  of  Pembroke  to  treat  of 
a  pacification,  and  appointing  him  guardian  of  th^ 
kingdom.  From  fuch  a  beginning  little  could  be 
expected,  and  thofe  who  had  any  hopes  from  it^ 
found  themfelves  egregioufly  difappoirited. 

Sir  John  Wogan  was  ftill  continued  chief  jufticc 
after  this  prince's  accefiion,  and  received  orders  to 
fupprefs  the  knights  templars,  which  were  as  punc- 
tually executed  in  heland  as  they  were  in  Eng- 
land. 

The  commotions  of  the  Irifli  ftill  continuingi 
-a  body  of  them  aflembled  under  Mac  Balthun, 
had  burned  the  caftle  of  Kcnun  and  the  town  of 
Courcowly,  which,  bcfidcs  a  defeat  they  gave  the 
lord  chief  juftice,  rendered  them  very  tbmiida- 
ble  r  neverthelefs,  that  great  officer  found  means 
afterwards  to  dilperfe  them,  and  to  hang  up  their 
ringleader. 

In  his   abfence    (which  was  occafioned  by  a 

*     journey  he  undertook  to  England,  to  difplay  the 

wretched  ftate  of  the  county)  the  infurgents  grew 

bolder 
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bolder  again,  bumcd  Athy,  and  dcftroycd  fcveral 
other  places ;  and  in  the  midft  of  their  civil  broils 
Odo,  tne  king  of  Connaught  was  (lain. 

But  whilft  thefe  things  were  pafllng  in  Ireland^ 
the  Engli(h  king  was  about  to  furnifh  them  with 
a  chief  governor,  who  would  certainly  have  beea 
the  caufc  of  as  much  good  there  as  he  was  of  evil 
in  England^  if  he  had  continued  in  that;  appoint-* 
meat. 

Edward,  contrary  to  his  engagement  with  his 
father,  having  recalled  Pierce  de  Gavefton,    now 
fcnt  him  into  Ireland,  as  chief  governor,    wherc^ 
flOtwitbftanding  he  had  the  diflike  of  many  great 
mea  to  combat,  and  arrived,  as  I  have  faid,  in  a 
time  of  public  confufion,  yet  he  quickly  began  to 
fct  matters  right,  broke  the  power  of  the  revolt- 
ers,  (lew  0*Dempfey,  and  fubdued  O'Brian  king 
of  Thomond,  approving  himfelf  in  every  thittg  a 
great  captain,    and  a  good   governor,    and  was 
much  eftecmcd  and  rcfpefted  by  the  army  for  his 
liberality,  andgenerofityof  fpirit.    But,  unhappily 
for  him  he  left    Ireland  and  went  to  Flanders, 
from  whence  afterwards    returning   to  England, 
the  nobles,  who  hated  him  for  his  greatnefs,  fe- 
conded  by  the  people,  who  detefted  him  becaufe  he 
was  a  favourite,  contrived  to  take  him  prifoner 
at  Scarborough  caftle,  afiS,  much  againft  the  will 
of  Edward,  (as  may  be  imagined)  ftruck  olF  his 
head  as  a  traitor. 

After  the  departure  of  Pierce  Gavefton  Sir  John 
Wogan  was  again  fent  to  Ireland  in  the  charader 
of  chief  juftice  •,  and  in  the  Oftobcr  following 
Rc^r  Mortimer  came  over  with  his  wife,  the 
heirefs  of  Meath,  and  was  put  into  quiet  poVkffion 
of  that  country. — Two  parliaments,  or  a(&mblies  of 
ihe  great  men  were  holden  two  fucceeding  years  in 
Ireland,  to  reftify  abufes  and  examine  into  a6ts 
of  violence ;  and  indeed  dierc  was  occ;(fion  enough 

for 
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for  thele ;  fince  the  Englifti,  as  well  as  the  IrifK^ 
.ftill  continued  thrir  bickerings  and  animofiries.— 
A  fcarcity  of  coj-n,  the  natural  efFefl:  of  tlie  trou- 
bles which  raged  in  the  land  happening  about  this 
time,  the  bakers  fuffered  for  what,  it  is  moft  pr6* 
bable,  they  could  not  help;  or  at  leaft,  couW 
have  but  a  fmall  concern  in. — Indeed  a  plentiful 
fcalbn  at  fuch  a  period  would  have  been  much 
more  wonderful  than  a  time  of  the  greatcft  fc- 
verity. 

The  next  year  was  marked  by  a  contcft  between 
two  bifhops,  and  that  which  fucceeded  it  by  the 
war  between  Richard  earl  of  Ulftcr  who  invaded 
Thomond^  and  Richard  de  Clare,  who  oppofed 
him.  The  latter,  provinjg  vidorious,  took  the 
farmer  ^ind  fevcral  of  his  friends  prifoners,  and  de- 
feated' a  body  of  Irilh  in  the  November  follow- 
ing. 

"Yet  the  old  natives  ftill  continued  their  dif- 
agreements  among  themlelves,  but  the  Englilh 
being  under  the  fame  predicament,  reaped  hrtk 
advantage  from  them,  while  they,  by  means  of  their 
parties  lurking  in  the  woods  near  Dublin,  very  much 
terrifii-d  the  inhabitants  ;"-and  the  lord  jufticc  wis 
not  in  a  capacity  to  drive  them  away,  h.mfelf 
having  been  defeated  by  Robert  Verdon,  who  had 
jnade  an  infurrctlion  in  Urgyle-,  but  the  latter, 
howevrr  fubmitting  fome  time  after,  die  former 
found  an  opportunity  of  nuking  a  voyage  to  Eng- 
land, having  deputed  Sir  Edmund  Butler  to  nia^ 
nnge.the  Irifh  affairs  in  his  abfencc. 

This  lord  juftice  contrived  to  manage  things 
•  pretty  well  with  the  Irifli  -,  but  no  fooner  did  he 
begin  to  perceive  that  he  could  give  tliem  a  checks 
than  he  found  his  attentiun  called  off  to  another 
niatter,  which,  in  the  fcqucl,  was  likely  to  have 
proved  of  much  greater  importance ;  for  now  the 
ScotSf  who  had  been  provoked  by  die  preten/ions 
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of  the  Englifh  to  the  difpofel  of  the  government 
of  their  realm,  in  order  to  return  the  compli- 
ment^ began  to  invade  Ireland.— However,  as.  they 
appeared  ottly  in  fmall  numbers  in  a  few  boats, 
for  thb  time  they  were  repulfed ;  but  the  attempt 
was  a  prclvidc  to  fomething  of  a  more  fericus  na- 
ture. 

In  the  fucceeding  year  Edward  Bruce  (brother 
to  Robert  of  Scotland)  took  the  caftlc  of  Man,  and 
made  Lord  O'Doncl  prifoner,  but  retired  to  colledt 
a  larget  army,  in  proportion  as  his  views  of  con- 
queft  extended.  Sir  Edmund  Butler  the  deputy, 
being  recalled  to  England,  Sir  Theobald  dc  Ver- 
deen  was  made  lord  juftice  \  and  before  the  return 
of  Butler  the  grand  fchemc  for  invading  the  country 
Was  fettled  by  the  Scottifh  prince. 

Before  this  took  place  the  famous  battle  of 
Bannocbourn  had  beeri  fought,  in  which  king  Ed-  - 
ward,  who  commanded  in  perfon,  had  received 
a  fignal  overthrow  from  Robert  Bruce,  and  with 
the  greateft  difficulty  efcaped  being  flain  or  taken> 
being  forced  to  fly  for  his  life,  leaving  twenty 
thoufand  of  his  followers  dead  upon  the  field  of 
battle* — In  a  word,  all  things  confpired  to  excite 
the  hatred  of  the  Scotch  ^ainft  the  Englifh  nation, 
and  the  IriJh  on  their  part  having  fome  real  and 
many  more  imaginary  caufes  of  complaint,  ac- 
cording to  the  accounts  handed  down  to  us,  were 
ready  to  fubmit  to  any  foreign  power  that  would 

f^romife  them  deliverance  from  their  conquerors, 
t  muft  be  owned  that  there  was  one  grievance 
^hich  had  all  the  appearance  of  a  real  one,  and 
that  was,  the  denying  the  Irifh  the  benefit  of  the 
EngUlh  laws,  which  they  often  folicited ;  and  the 
impofing  upon  them  certain  rcftraints  under  which 
they  could  not  but  be  very  uneafy  : — among  thcfe 
the  foUawing  were  enumerated ;  That  no  Irifh- 
woman  married  to  an,  EngUihman  could  have  her 
Vol.  I.  U  dower i 
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dower  ^  no  Irifliman  could  fuc  in  the  king^s  court, 
or  make  a  will  to  difpofe  of  his  cffcdts ;  and  even 
if  an  Ijifhman  were  murdered  by  an  Englifliman, 
the  aflaffin  cfcaped  profecution. — They  complaind 
that  thcle  evils  dill  remained,  notwithftanding  the 
exprefs  declaration  of  fome  of  the  kings,  that  Ire- 
land fhould  be  governed  by  Englifh  laws ;  thcfc 
laws  in  general  extending  only  to  the  Pale,  and 
.     confcquently  being  of  real  benefit  to  none  but  the 
new  fettlers. — On  the  other  hand,  the  Englifh  al- 
'    ledgcd  that  the  Irifh  were  always  ready  enough  to 
claim  the  proteftion  of  the  laws,  but  were  unwil- 
ling to  fubmit  to  their  cenfure;  for  which  reafon 
it  was  not  judged  expedient  to  admit  them  to  fuch 
benefit  otherwife  than  by  a  family  or  fcpt  at  a  time, 
who  were  thus  feparatcd,  to  be  received  into  the 
Pale,  on  repeating  their  oaths  of  all^iance,  and 
giving  fccurity.  to  be  alienable  to  thofe  laws  by 
which  they  petitioned  to  be  governed. — Thus  ftood 
the  difpute-,   but   in   the  mean  time  the  people 
groaning  under  a  weight  of  miferies,  without  confi- 
dering  that  they  owed  much  ojf  it  to  their  own 
ill  conduft,  profefled  themfelves  ready  to  lift  under 
the  banners  of  any  but  Englilhmen. 
A.  D,        While  mens  minds  were  in  this  difpofition^  Sir 
'^'^'     Edmund  Butler,  the  lord  juftice,   returned  from 
England ;  and  Edward  Bruce,   brother  to  Robert 
Bruce,  king  of  Scotland,  landed  hear  Carrickfergus 
with  about  fix  thoufand  men.     Thefe  were  quicidy 
joined  by  the  Irifli,  and  with  th^ir  help  he  took 
and  burned  Dundalk,  ravaged  the  country  of  Ur- 
gyle,  and  began  every  where  to  expel  the  Englifh. 
The  lord  juflice,  raifing  a  body  of  men,  committed 
the  command  of  them  to  the  earl  of  Ulfter ;  but 
Bruce  immediately  engaged  and  defeated  them  at 
Colerain ;  after  which  he  took  Carrickfergus,  and 
diovc  the  Englifh  inhabitants  out  of  the  province. 

lo 
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In  the  month  of  November  following  Roger 
Mortimer  marched  at  the  head  of  another  Engliih 
army  againft  the  Scotch,  and  came  up  with  them 
at  Kcnlis  in  Meath^  where  he  gave  them  battle, 
but  he  received  a  great  overthrow  from  them*— 
Bruce  then  burned  Kenlis,  and  proceeded  on  his 
inarch  through  thie  country ;  but  was  met  at  Ske- 
therics  by  the  lord  chief  juftice  with  a  confiderable 
body  of  troops,  whom  he  alfo  encountered  and  de- 
feated;   and  the  confcquence  of  thefe  repeated 
viftorics  of  the  Scots  was,  that  the  Irifh  almoft 
every  where  rofe  up  againft  the  Englifh  govern- 
ment; neverthelefs    they    received   many  checks 
where  they  were  unfupported  by  their  new  allies.— 
After  the  laft  defeat  a  general  aflembly  was  held  at 
Dublin,  in  order  to  reconcile  fomc  differences  be- 
tween the  leading  men,  and  to  conlider  on  methods 
for  carrying  on  the  war  which  had  begun  {o  un- 
luckily.—  It  is  obfervcd  by  foreigners,  that  it  is  a 
maxim  with  the  Engliih,  "  That  their  forces  can 
"  never  be  defeated  unlefs  by  treachery."  —  And 
the  confequence  of  this  maxim  is,  that  they  prc- 
fently  begin -to  look  out  for  the  traitor.— Hence 
it  is  that  we  find  an  hiftorian  who  writes  of  thift 
period  in  one  place  pofitively,  telling  us,  "  That 
the  Englifh  were  routed  with  great  flaughter  (at 
Kcnlis)  by  the  treachery  of  the  Lacies  j*'  and  in 
another,  which  almoft  immediately  follows,  that 
they  were  acquitted  of  fuch  imputed  treachery  by 
the  parliament  mentioned  above.    Whatever  fuch 
partiality  may  be  in  a  warrior  or  in  a  patriot,  it  is 
furely  inexcufable  in  a  writer  of  hiftory.— By  the 
fame  authority  wc  are  told,  that  Bruce,  withdrawing 
to  his  quarters  fat  down  there  in  as  much  quietnels 
as  if  it  had  been  in  time  of  profound  peace ;  hold- 
ing courts  of  juftice,  and  attending  to  the  acjmi- 
niftration  of  civil  affairs ;  yet  foon  after  we  find 
this  prince  and  his  followers  ftigmatized  as  the  moft 
U  2  cruel 
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cruel  monftaf^  thtt  nature  ever  produced. — On 
the  whole  ic  does  not  appear  that  they  were  more 
barbarow  than  othef  invaders,  and  I  be&ve  an 
incurfion  of  this  kind,  unattended  with  the  horror 
of  fire  and  (word,  was  at  that  time  a  thing  unpx- 
rallelled  in  hiftorjr. 

Edward  having  fent  for  fuccours  irom  Scotland; 
when  thefe  arrived,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  crowned 
king  of  Ireland  at  Dundalk,  after  whkh  he  agaia 
proceeded  in  his  conquefts,  finding  very  few  in 
thofe  parts  that  were  able  and  willing  to  oppofe 
him. 

The  tord  jufticc  having  drawn  together  fvch 
forces  as  he  could,  was  all  this  dme  bufied  in  it« 
ducing  the  Irifh  in  his  neighbourhood  and  in  Con- 
naughty  in  which  he  roet  with  better  fucceis  than 
he  had  in  his  ei^agement  with  Bruce;  he  was 
then  created  earl  of  Carrick^  and  the  Burks  and 
Geraldines  thought  proper  for  a  while  to  by  aikl: 
their  animofitiesy  and  unite  in  the  defence  of  the 
Enffliih  government  in  Ireland,  which  was  now 
fluken  to  its  very  bafis  ^  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  raflmefs  of  Edward  Bruce,  would  ibortly  bave 
been  totally  overthrown. 

At  this  time  inileed  he  was  caiKious  enough;  fo* 
failing  in  his  attempt  on  Dublin,  the  Englifli  hav- 
ing gathered  together  an  army  confifting  of  thirty 
thou^nd  men,  under  Roger  Mortimer^  then  chici 
juftice,  and  finding  provifions  fcarce,  he  vetreated 
towards  Ulfter,  where  the  cnfuing  ftmincy  which 
was  moft  fevere,  detained  him. — But  m  the  mean 
time  his  brother  landing  with  frelh  forces,  hs 
looked  upon  the  conqucft  of  the  ifland  as  con:- 
pleted ;  yet  he  foon  found  himfelf  deceived ;  i^^ 
the  fame  caufc  which  kept  him  in  Ulfter  oblijr^J 
Robert  to  quit  the  country. 

"  It  is  faid,  that  at  this  time  the  pope,  by  his  bull, 
commanded  the  Engliih  and  Scots  xq  conclude  ^ 

truce 
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truce  for  two  years,  but  that  the  latter  would 
not  confrfit  to  it,  as  (confidcring  the  fcarcity  which 
then  prevailed)  their  army  would  fooa  conliimc 
all  the  provifioas  that  could  be  found  in  their 
quarters,  and  xnui):  neceflfarily  have  recourfe  to  plun- 
der for  fubfiftancc ;  for  which  reafoh  alone,  if  thcjr 
had  had  no  other,  a  ftate  of  war  was  to  ihem  morie 
eligible  than  that  of  peace. 

However  that  might  be,  it  was  probable  fuch  a 
necelity  led  Edward  Bruce  at  length  to  quit  his 
po&j  and  truft  his  fate  at  a  time,  when  his 
brother  was  once  more  coming  to  his  afliftancc, 
and  ahfolutely  feot  him  advice  not  to  fight  till  they 
fliould  be  able  to  effed  a  junAiom 

Alexander  ^icjinor,  archbifliop  of  Dublin,  was 
then  lord  juftice. — He  fent  lord  John  Birmingham 
with  an  army  agunft  the  invaders ;  Edward  met 
them  near  Dund^k,  and  being  imprudeat  enougk 
to  hazard  a  battle,  was  totally  defeated,  and  him- 
felf  (lain  in  theeagagement,  all  his  followers  being 
cut  in  pieces  by  the  Englifh, — Robert  was  already  ' 
landed  again  in  Ireland  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  heard 
of  this  difafter,  he  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  con- 

?|ue(t  there^  and  with  a  lieavy  heart  re-imbarked 
or  his  own  couotry. 

Thus  were  the  Iriih  difappointed  in  their  rnqSt 
faoguine  hopes,,  once  more  now  almoft  every  where 
brought  ynder.  Among  the  reft  of  the  fuccelTesY 
the  £ngli&  fettlers  in  Leinfter  and  Mcath  gave 
the  O'Connors  a  great  defeat  at  Balibogan.— And 
in  the  fame  year  died  the  late  lord  juftice,  who  had 
been  made  earl  of  Carrick* 

John  Birmingham,  earl  of  Louth^  fucceeded  him 
in  that  o(Ece,  and  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  king 
Edward  the  Second,  he  received  his  majefty's  orders 
to  meet  him  with  a  body  of  troops  at  Carhfle,  with 
which  he  complied,  though  the  Englifli  fufFered  a 
defeat  abcut  that  time,  which  he  mi^ht  well  have 
U  3  pleaded 
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;>leaded  in  excufe  for  a  refufal,  if  he  had  been 
b  inclined.— At  his  departure,  he  left  Ralph 
dc  Gorges  as  deputy  to  fill  his  place,  who  was 
foon  alter  fuperfeded  by  Sir  John  Darcey,  in 
whofe  time  fome  good  ordinances  were  publilbcd 
by  the  king  in  council,  tending  to  a  regulation  « 
of  the  civil  ftate  of  Ireland. 

But  in  the  year  thirteen  hundred  and  twcnty- 
fcvcn,  the  face  of  aflFairs  was  changed  in  Eng- 
.  land. — ^The  weaknefs  of  the  fecond  Edward  and 
his  inclination  to  favouritifm  had  not  only  pre- 
vented his  enjoying  the  affe£tion  of  his  people^ 
•—princes  have  reigned  long,  and  died  in  peace 
without  that — but  it  had  done  worfc  for  him,  it 
had  excited  their  contempt.  From  the  favourite 
they  proceeded  to  turn  their  oppofition  againft  the 
mafter.— Yet  it  is  probable  they  would  never  have 
carried  matters  to  fuch  a  length  as  they  did,  if 
they  had  not  been  countenanced  by  his  wicked 
adulterous  queen,  Ifabel,  a  French  princcfs,  who 
was  acceffory  to  the.  depofition  and  death  of  her 
hufband,  for  which  her  name  will  be  infamous  to 
latcft  pofterity, — After  having  been  deferted  by  al- 
moft  all  his  fubjefts,  and  obliged  to  refign  his 
crown  to  his  fon,  this  unfortunate  monarch  was 
confined  in  Kenrielworth  and  then  in  Berkeley  oaf* 
tic.  In  the  latter  he  foon  exhibited  a  proof  of  the 
maxim,  <'  that  depofed  princes  feldom  live  long." 
Thofe  who  had  him  in  cuftody  tried  every  method 
that  cruelty  could  invent  to  ruin  his  health  and 
fo  make  him  die  apparently,  a  natural  death  i  but  a 
good  conftitution,  joined  to  a  refignation  to  his 
fate  (which  however  was  rather  the  effeft  of  in- 
dolence than  fortitude)  baffled  all  their  fchcmcs. 
—Whereupon,  being  impatient  to  get  rid  of  him, 
they  moft  barbaroufly  murdered  him  in  the  night, 
by  thrufting  a  hot  iron  up  his  body,  which  whilft 
it  put  him  to  inexprefliblc  torture,  left  no  exter- 
na] 
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nal  marks  of  violence ;  fo  that  they  ventured  to 
cxpofe  the  corpfe  to  public  infpeftion  5  neverthe- 
lefs  the  groans  of  the  unhappy  viftim  had  been 
heard  by  many  people,  even  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  from  the  fpot,  and  on  weighing  every  cir- 
cumftance  there  remained  little  reafon  to  doubt  of 
the  barbarity  the  aflaffins  had  praftifcd  upon  their 
royal  prifoner,  yet  were  they  not  called  to  an, 
account  for  the  faft,  being  too  well  fupported  to 
fear  any  ill  confequences  from  committing  it. 

Thus  fell  Edward  the  Second,  who  though  not 
one  of  the  moft  wicked  was  perhaps  one  of  the 
weakeft  princes  that  ever  fat  upon  the  Englifti 
throne.  And  to  him  fucceeded  ms  eldeft  fon  Ed- 
ward the  Third,  who  at  that  time  was  entirely 
under  the  direftion  of  his  ambitious  mother.  a.  d. 

He  was  proclaimed  king  in  January,  andcrown^  '327-^ 
cd  the  firft  day  of  February,  in  the  fame  year,^'*''"'''^^^*' 
and  as  he  was  but  fifteen  years  old,  had  twelve 
governors  appointed  for  him  and  the  kingdom, 
yet,  in  cffeft,  none  Ihared  in  the  management  of 
either  with  his  mother,  except  Mortimer  earl  of 
March,  who  was  now  the  only  favourite  at  court, 
being  to  the  queen  in  that  regard  what  Pierce  de 
Gavcfton  had  been  to  her  hulband. 

By  this  adminiftration  Thomas  Fitz  John,  earl 
of  Kildare,  was  made  lord  juftice,  and  circular 
letters  were  fent  to  the  great  men  of  Ireland,  in- 
viting them  all  by  name  to  fwear  fealty  to  the 
new  king  as  they  had  done  t6  his  predeceffors  ; 
and  he  was  acknowledged  in  the  fame  manner  j  ne- 
verthelefs  the  Englifli  fubjcfts  in  Ireland  were  as 
far  as  ever  from  confidering  that  it  was  their  duty 
and  their  intereft  likewife  to  be  united. — Mau- 
rice Fitz  Thomas,  afterwards  carl  of  Dcfmond, 
raking  offence  at  fome  flighting  words  uttered 
by  the  lord  Arnold  Poer,  he  and  his  friends 
denounced  war  againft  the  aggreflTof",  who,  on  his 
U  4  part 
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part  called  in  the  affiftancc  of  the  Pocrs. — ^Tbc 
confequence  was,  that  the  latter  having  the  worft 
of  it,  their  lands  were  ravaged  and  deftoyed,  many 
of  them  fell  by  the  fword,  and  the  remainder  were 
obliged  to  fly  for  refuge  into  Connaught.— - — In 
vain  did  the  lord  juftice  fummon  both  parties  be- 
fore  him,   that  they  might  each  have  an  impar^ 
tial  hearing; — the  lord  Poer  refufed  to  come,  and 
inftcad  of  minding  the  fqmmons,   took  the  firft 
opportunity  that  offered,  and  embarkii^g  for  Eng- 
land.    The  confederate  army  in  the  mean  time 
was  greatly  increafed,  and  finding  that  iheir  grand 
enemy  was  fled,  they  now  fet  themfelves  to  plun- 
dering the    lands  of  their   adverfaries.     But  at 
length  they  were  grown  fo  formidable,  that  thofc 
who  inhabited  the  cities  and  fprtiBcd  towns  begaa 
to  arm  and  (tand  upon  their  guard  againft  them. 
This  when-  the  confederates    perceived,  fearing 
matters  might  be  carried  farther  than  they  had  in- 
tended, they  immediately  difpatched  meJTengers  to 
let  the  lord  juftice  know,  that  they  had  not  the 
Jeaft  intention  of  prejudicing  the  kin^s  towns, 
but  had  only  taken  up  arms  againft  the  Jroers  their 
enemies,  and  that.they  were  ready  to  appear  and 
juftify  themfelves  before  him  at  Kilkenny. — ^And 
accordingly  they  prefented  themfelves  as  they  had 
promifed,  requefting  a  charter  of  pardon  j  but  re- 
ceived for  anfwer,    that  the  lord  juftice    would 
take  time  to  confider  of  the  affair. 

The  Irifh  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Lcin- 
tler  obferving  with  pleafure  thefc  diflentions  which 
reigned  amongft  their  neighbours,  took  what  they 
imagined  ^  favourable  opportunity  of  fctting  up 
^  prince  of  their  own.  They  accordingly  did  fo, 
fixing  their  choice  on  Donald  Mac  Art  Mac  Mor- 
rough,  of  the  family  of  the  Mac  Morroughs,  for- 
merly princes  of  l^einfter,   whom  they  now  pro. 

claimed 
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claimed  king  of  the  province,  and  under  whom 
a  large  body  of  them  marched  towards  Dublin, 
but  were  defeated  within  two  miles  of  that  capi- 
tal by  Sir  Henry  Traherne  and  Walter  de  Valle, 
who  took  Donald  Mac  Art  Mac  Morrough  pri* 
foncr,  and  had  htm  confined  in  the  caftlc  of  Dub* 
lin  ;  but  the  Iri(h  chief  efcaped  from  thence  by  - 
means  of  a  cord,  which  eoft  the  man  his  life 
that  furnilhed  him  with  it. 

The  lord  juftice  dying  about  this  time  at  his 
caftle  of  Minooth,  Roger  Outlaw,  prior  of  KiU 
manhaim,  lord  chancellor  fucceeded  nim.  About 
this  time  James  Butler,  fon  of  Edmund  Butler, 
earl  of  C  rrick  married  the  earl  of  Hereford's 
daughter,  and  the  lord  Arnold  Poer  and  William 
Burk  returning  into  Ireland,  a  parliament  was  call- 
ed at  Dublin,  in  order  to  bring  about  a  recon- 
ciliation,  between  them  and  the  Butlers  and  Bir- 
minghams,  the  ground-work  of  which  had  beeti 
previoufly  laid  at  a  parliament  holden  at  Nor- 
thampton, and  which  defirable  work  was  here  com* 
pleted  i— On  this  occafion  there  was  much  feaft- 
ing,  though  it  happened  in  the  feafon  of  Lent. 

At  the  fame  time  a  matter  of  an  extraordinary 
nature  was  canvafled, — For  the  bilhbp  of  OiTory 
accufed  the  lord  juftice  himfelf  of  nerefy,  in  that 
he  had  efpoufed  the  caufe  of,  or  aided  and  abettv 
ed  one  Sir  Arnold  Poer,  who  ftood  conviftcd  of 
herefy  before  him  >  but  the  chief  governor  proving 
that  the  charge  was  unfair,  and  that  the  bifhop 
had  been  partial  to  a  kinfman  of  his  own  in  the 
matter,  was  acquitted,  after  a  folemn  purgarion ;  yet 
the  accufed  heretic  perifhed  in  prifon,  and  his  body 
was  denied  the  rites  of  burial  for  a  lon^  time  be- 
caufe  he  died  unpurged  of  the  herefy  laid  to  his 
charge. — 

Sir  John  Darcey  being  appointed  lord  juftice, 
Macoghegan  of  Meath,  and  others  of  the  irilh  in 


?58       HISTORY    op    IRELAND. 

Leinfter,  and  0*Brian  of  Thomond  and  his  alTo- 
ciates  in  Munfter  took  up  arms,  the  former  of 
whom  defeated  and  flew  lord  Thomas  Buder, 
near  Molingar,  whilft  (yfirian  ravaged  all  the 
country,  and  burned  the  towns  of  Atheflel  and  Tip- 
pcrary,  overawing  the  people,  and  carrying  all  be- 
fore him,— At  length  the  infurgents  were  encoun- 
tered by  the  people  of  Wexiford,  who  killed 
about  four  hundred  of  them,  and  put  the  reft  to 
flight.  Afterwards  the  lord  juftice  aflifted  by  the 
earl  of  Ormond,  obliged  the  O'Birnes  and  others 
to  fubhnit ;  yet  he  plainly  faw  that  this  was  no 
time  for  him  to  fit  down  contented,  and  he  pro- 
vided accordingly. 

In  the  mean  while,  it  had  not  been  in  that  ma* 
giftrate's  power  to  prevent  the  Englifh  from  Quar- 
relling, for  the  earl  of  Louth  and  many  or  the 
Birminghams,  Talbot  of  Malahide^  and  a  hundred 
and  fixty  other  Englilhmen  were  murdered  by  the 
treachery  of.  the  Savages  and  the  Gernons,  and 
the  Barries  and-  Roches  of  Munfter  did  the  fame 
by  James  Fitz  Robert  Keating,  lord  Philip  Hod* 
net,  Hugh  Condon,  and  an  nundred  and  forty 
others.  One  would  almoft  have  thoyght  the  air 
of  Ireland  had  bred  quarrels,  to  hear  of  their 
proceedings  on  ail  hands.  The  lord  juftice  be- 
ing thus  everj*^  way  weakened,  called  m  the  aid 
•  of  Maurice,  who  was  afterwards  earl  of  Defmond, 
offering  him  the  king's  pay  if  he  would  take  the 
field  againft  the  rebels.  Accordingly  he  accepted 
the  invitation,  and  routed  the  Orolans,  the  Mor- 
roughs  and  many  other  of  the  Irifti  tribes. — At 
this  time  the  lord  juftice  finding  himfclf  much  em-^ 
barrafied  to  keep  on  foot  fo  great  an  army  as  he 
had  then  occafion  for,  was  forced  to  fuffer  the 
Irifli  cuftom  of  Coigpe  and  Livery,  which  had 
formerly    been  exercifed  by   the    natives    whc^ 

the 
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the  ifland  was  entirely  in  their  hands,  bat  which  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  great  oppreflion. 

The  Irifb  now  again  petitioned  the  king  of  Eng- 
land for  a  general  liberty  to  ufe  the  Engli(h  laws,  the 
confeqaence  of  which  was,  that  his  majefty  fent  in- 
ftrudions  to  the  lord  juftice  to  confult  the  parliament 
in  Ireland,  and  to  let  him  know  their  opinion  of 
that  petition. 

In  the  year  thirteen  hundred  and  (hirty  Roger  Onti 
law,  prior  of  Kilmainham  was  again  made  lord  de- 
puty, who  fuppreflfed  the  Macoghegans  that  now 
began  to  recover  from  their  former  loflcs.  He  alfo 
held  a  parliament  at  Kilkenny,  at  which  appeared 
Alexander  archbifhop  of  Dublin,  the  earls  of  Ulfter 
and  Ormond,  lord  William  Birmingham,  and  lord 
Walter  Burk,  all  of  whom  brought  bodies  of  forces 
with  them,  which  were  intended  to  be  employed 
againft  O'Brian  who  then  lay  at  Urkiflf  near  Ca(hell  % 
but  though  thefe  aflcmbled  foldiers  made  a  great 
ihew,  they  performed  nothing;  for,  marching  to 
Limerick  the  Burks  made  depredations  upon  fome 
of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Giraldines,  which  occa- 
fioned  fuch  difputes  that  the  earl  of  Ulfter  and 
Maurice  of  Dcfmond  both  repaired  to  England, 
which  probably  occafioned  the  army  to  fufpend  its 
operations— The  next  year,  however,  was  fpcnt  ia 
fkirmifhes  which  in  the  end  proved  rather  favourable 
to  the  Englifb,  the  lord  Birmingham  doing  them 
great  fervice  againft  the  revolters. 

In  the  interim,  a  kind  of  revolution  had  happened 
in  England  which  took  the  king  out  of  the  hands 
of  his  governors  and  made  him  his  own  mafter.— -^ 
If  the  Englifh  would  not  bear  with  Pierce  de  Gave- 
fton,  they  were  not  more  inclined  to  fubmit  to  the 
arbitrary  proceedings  of  Mortimer  carl  of  March, 
whom  fome  of  the  great  men  at  court  ventured  to  rc- 
prcfent  to  the  king  as  a  wicked  and  arbitrary  mini- 
fter  i  but  it  was  not  till  they  found  that  prince  ripen- 
ing 
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iog  ioto  muhood^  kimfelf  difiii^noved  bis  ooodod, 

and  longed  to  be  a  rtal  as  well  as  a  oomiBa!  mooiFcb, 

A  thing  which  ic  was  cafy  to  perceive  could  never  be 

brought  about  otberwife  than  by  this  favourite's  de- 

ftruftion.     Edward  was  bold  and  ambitiouB — ^A 

youth  of  fuch  a  temper  there  needed  but  Uctle  fpur 

to  ftimulate  to  the  claim  of  that  royalty  which 

was  his  by  birth,  and  to  which  he  was  called  by  the 

▼oioe  of  the  people.     He  chorefore  contrived  to 

feize  Mortimer  at  Notctngham,  where  he  was  to 

meet  the  parliament,  and  for  that  purpofe  began  to 

lay  a  plan  ^or  fecurii^  the  caftle  of  that  city ;  but 

Mortimer  and  the  queen  were  bcf^re-hand  with  bim, 

for  they  went  thither  with  all  their  retinue,  and  took 

immediate  poflcfllon  of  the  place  i  neverthelels  the 

young  king  (till  oontiauiog  fteady  to  his  purpofe  re- 

folved  to  feize  the  favourite  in  the  caftle.    For  thii 

purpofe  he  founded  the  governor,  to  try  whether  be 

would  not  give  him  admiffion — But  that  officer  told 

him  that  the  caftle  was  locked  every  njght,  that  the 

locks  were  altered,  and  that  the  queen  had  the  odIjt 

keys  that  would  open  them  carried  op  every  night 

10  her  apartment  i  but  he  pointed  out  a  fiibter- 

raneous  pafiage  by  which  he  could  conduA  any  one 

into  the  caftle,  and  even  to  the  very  chamber  of 

Mortimer.     The  king  approved  the  fchenie  sod 

with  the  lords  Montacute,  Molins,  Uflford,  and  other 

nobles  and  gentlemen,  contrived  to  enter  by  that 

way.  — —  Thefe  having  quitted  the  town  in  the 

evening,  returned  about  midnight,  and  were  ooo- 

duAed    through   this    oavern  to  the  Chief  tower 

of  the  forcrels,  and  from  thence  to  Mortimer's 

apartment,  where  they  took  him  prifoner,  notwitb- 

fianding  the  queen's  intrcaties,  who  arofe  from  her 

bed  and  ruflied  from  the  next  apartment  where  Ibe 

lay,  to  favc  him. — This  bad  minlfter  being  com* 

mitred  prifoner  to  the  tower  of  London  was  after- 

wards  accuied  of  various  crimes  amounting  to  high 

trea&o 


HISTORY    or    IRELAND;       304 

treafon,  for  which  he  was  condemned  to  fuflfer  as  a 
traitor  and  his  body  hung  two  days  on  a  common 
gibbet,  a  woeful  fpeAacie  to  beholders ! — tiuc  to  re- 
turn to  thofe  affairs  which  more  immediately  concern 
Ireland.-— 

Sir  Anthony  Lucy  being  fent  orer  lord  chief  juftica  a.  v. 
brought  with  him  Hugh  de  Lacey,  who  was  now  '^^^' 
pardoned  and  received  into  favour. 

In  his  adminiftration  a  parliament  was  fummoned 
to  meet  at  Dublin,  which  was  adjourned  to  Kilken- 
ny, where  it  was  accordingly  aflfembled  $  and  thither 
the  earl  of  Kildare  and  others  who  had  been  con* 
cemed  in  levying  foldiers  againft  their  netghfooars 
and  countrymen  came,  and  received  their  pardon, 
on  condition  of  renewing  their  allegiance  and  fwear- 
ing  to  keep  the  king's  peace  for  the  future. 

And  in  the  beginning  of  March  this  year  the  king 
and  parliament  of  England  framed -certain  article 
for  the  tranquility  of  Ireland,  which  they  fent  thither 
direaiy.* 

As 


^  The  fubftince  of  thcTe  articla 
Wat  as  follows : 

Rex  juftic.  Cane.  Se  Thef.  futi 
Hibem.  falutem.'-Mandamas  vobts, 
qno4  aiticulot  fupcrfcriptos,  quoi 
pro  emcfldatio  ftatus,  Terrae  nof- 
tne  H'tberiiiae  <|aiete  ft  traa^uiliuu 
popnli  noftH  ^  ibidem,  |>cr  advifa- 
nentum  concilii  noftri  in  ultimo 
parliamento  noftro  apud  Wefhnoa. 
tefto)  ordlnatimus  in  difta  terra 
Hibernia  quantum  ad  vot  attinet, 
teneatU  Se  obfervatio  &  per  alios  fi- 
deles  Doftros  A\€tm  ttme,  teneri  ft 
obfenrarf  f^ciatis :  tenor  artem  ar« 
ticulonsra  prsrdiAorUm  talis  eft. 

tmfrimh.  Jufticiariat  qui  nunc 
oft,  Tei  pro  tempofb  fuerlt,  non  con- 
tedat  chartat  pardonatit  de  morte 
homintt,  nee  Robcriis  ft  incendiis, 
Btft  de  Robenis  &  incendiis  ante 
feftom  Pafchxi  anno  regni  domini 
Xdwardi  regis  Angliz  tertit  poft 
«oa^«cfhiai  qoiAto  perpetntii :  £t 


quod  ot  cctCTO  ccTtincet  rsgeiti  dc 
pominlbut  hujufmodi  pardonationes, 
potentium  ft  de  avifamento  fuo  ft 

Jittod  rex  faciat  inde  voluntatem 
uam,  ft  quod  noUus  in  terra  Hi* 
bernis  ex  nunc  faciat  tales  pardona- 
tionis  infra  libertatem  ft  extra,  fub 
gravi  forisfa^ura  domini  regis. 

/im.  Quod  di^his  juftic.  de  cm* 
tero  non  concedat  tuttionem  pacit 
felonibus  ad  filvam  exiftentlbus. 

Jttm.  Qjjod  una  ft  eadtm  lex  fiat 
tam  Hibcmiae  quam  Anglicis,  ex- 
cepta  fercftpta  (ervitnte  batagiorum 
penes  dominos  fuos  eodem  modo  quo 
ufitatum  tft  in  Anglia  de  villanie. 

Item.  Quod  juftic.  nee  aliquis  mi- 
fiiftcr  de  caetero  dct  alicui  cufto« 
diam  vel  maritagium  alicujus  hzrc- 
dis  ad  regcm  pertincntis  nee  pardo« 
net  dcbiu  regit  fua  ftne«,  ametci- 
amenta  Tel  catalla  foris  nee  pardonet 
debita  regis  feu  fines,  amsrciameou 
vcl  catalU  a  forisfa^  fed  quod 
Jufticiarii 
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As  the  parliament  had  been  v^  thin,  the  brd 
lieutenant  hearing  that  the  Irifh  being  up  in  arms 
had    burned  the  caftle  of  Femes,  entertained  a 

fuf- 


joftidarii  &  ali!  miniftri  hujurmodl 
cuflodios  &  mariugia  yciMiant  & 
commodam  regit  iadefiK  juxta  dif« 
ciettonis  fttoi. 

Item.  Quod  vie.  &  corofiatores  de 
cetero  Itgantur  per  communitads 
cbmit.  &  non  alio  modo,  9c  quod  ca- 
taIJa  forisfa^a  remaneant  in  coftodia 
▼illar. 

Item,  Quod  juftlc.  fen  aliquis  aliii 
ninifter,  non  recipiet  aliquem  mag- 
natem  in  pleg.  vcl  manucaptor.  ver- 
fus  Tub  dominum  regem,  nin  quatenus 
pro  commodo  regit  viderint  facien'* 
dum. 

Item,  Quod  juftic,  obfidet  pro  con- 
fenratione  pacis,  five  Uberatei  ia 
carceria  dooiini  regit  fac.  ialvo  cuf- 
Codire,  ad  fumptua  fuot  proprios,  & 
quod  fi  ipfi  qui  pofuerunt  hujur- 
modl obfides,  conditionety  &  conven- 
tiones  quat  facenint  non  obfervent, 
joftic.  faciunt  judicium  de  hujuC- 
jnodi  obiidibut. 

hem.  Quod  juftic  feu  aliquit 
magnut  Hibem.  non.  concedat  pro- 
te^tones  alicui  contra  pacem  regit 
cxiftant. 

Item,  Quod  nnllut  miniflcr  regit 
de  ctetero  recipiatur  in  plcg.  vel  ma- 
nucaptiorem  verfus  dominum  regem. 

Item,  Quod  finct  de  vacco  de  cae- 
tcro  pro  rcdemptione  non  capiantur, 
fed  denarii. 

Item,  Quod  treuga  capta  9c  capien- 
da  inter  Anglicos  9c  Hibernico  de 
cetero  obfervetur,  &quotneutra  part 
damnum  alteri  durante  hujufmodi 
treuga  inferat,  &-/!  fccerit  pro  fe- 
lone  habcatur. 

Item,  Quod  nuUui  utlagatut  in 
gildibili  rcceptatur  infra  libertatet 
nee  e'  converfo  ;  9c  inde  fiat  or- 
dinanti.  juftica,.  9c  alios  miniftroi 
&   dominoSj    libertatum. 

Item,  Quod  vie.  et  alii  miniftri 
computent  quolibet  anno  femel  ad 
minus   fi   commodo  fieri  poterit. 

Item,  Quod  Sencfcalius  alicujua 
domini  in  Hibern.  non  ponatur  in 
aliquu  bffielo  regis. 

Item,    Quod  Thet  vel  aliut  mi- 


ndta  K^i  nbi  ipft  uHciideffe  ooa 

poteft  fupervideat  quolibet  anno  uAn. 
rt^  9c  ftaCum  eorundem  9c  qvod 
cmendare  fac.  deleAot  eonodem. 

Item.  Quod  vie.  in  turrit  qa« 
fadant  de  brevibnt  domini  t^ 
ponaut  nomina  fua  iu  quod  quiti- 
bet  vie.  de  exttibat  forisfadiirif 
9c  tliit  pfofidit  qn«  nquiruntar 
fub  nomine  vie.  oneremr  aA  Scac. 
pro  tempore  foo  proprio. 

hem.  Qgod  extnngi  noo  affig- 
nentur  ad  eat  coUigendat,  9t  bee 
fiat  de  potentioribnt  dxfcretioribas. 

hem.  Quod  jufUc  fac  inqmzere 
quolibet  anno  de  miniftrit  domini 
regii^  et  eoram  H€l\o,  9c^  quod 
puniat  ddinquentct  per  condiiom, 
9c  advifamentum  cane,  tc  thes.  & 
alionimde  concillo  regit  et  amo  eat 
infuffidentes. 

hem.  Quod  nnlloa  manateocat 
nee  ducat,  9c  kernes  ace  g^tes  w- 
cati  idU  men  nifi  in  marches  ^s 
properiis,  9c  ad  cuftut  eorandeo, 
nee  faciat  priaat'. 

Item,  Quod  omnes  minlihi  npi 
qui  tenentua  ad  computandom  k 
non  habent  terras  feu  tenementa 
fufHcienta  in  Hibemia,  xnveniant 
manucaptionem  in  Hibern.  ad  ic- 
fpondendum  re|^  de  compotis  foil 
ibidem. 

Item,  Quod  habentet  terras,  &  te- 
nementa in  Hibernia  tana  religiofi 
quam  a)ii  prseniomiantur  quod  re- 
fideant  in  tifdem  fi  fint  In  Marcbit, 
vel  alibi,  vd  ponent  fuf&cieatta 
cuftodiam  pro  confervatione  pads 
in  ilfdcm  citra  feft.  S.  Petri  ad 
Vincula  prox  futur.  &  fi  noa  fe- 
ccrint  quod  rex  in  coram  defeftum 
terras  9c  tenemcnu  ilia  in  maouA 
fuam  capiat,  9c  de  fuffidentc  cufio- 
dia  eorundem  ordinabit. 

Item,  Quod  nuUut  cojufcunqof 
flatus  feu  conditionis  manuteoeat, 
foveat  ncc  defendat  Hibemicos,  feu 
alium  queraeunque  contra  ^cea 
domini  regis  infurgentem  \  9t  d  alt- 
quis  fie  fecerit,  9c  tnde  coovifief 
fnciiti  pro  fclone  habcbctor.  ta 
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fufpicion  that  fomeof  theabfent  lords  were  leagued 
with  the  enemy,  and  this  fufpicion  occafioned 
him  who  was  naturally  of  a  very  ftern  and  fevcre 
difpofition  to  give  orders  for  the  arrefting  of  fe- 
veral  perfons,  among  whom  were  Walter  Burk, 
and  his  brother  Maurice  Defmond*  Henry  Man- 
devil,  and  lord  William  and  Walter  Birmingham. 
Lord  William  was  afterwards  executed  (notwith- 
ftanding  all  his  former  fervices)  as  a  traitor  to 
the  Englifh  government ;  but  Walter  efcaped  oa 
account  of  his  being  in  holy  orders. — And  as  for 
Maurice  Defmond,  after  having  been  a  year  in 
prifon,  he  was  difcharged  upon  bail  at  the  end  of 
that  term,  and  fent  over  into  England. 

But  notwithftanding  thefe  executions,  and  all 
the  care  taken  by  the  lord  juftice,  the  Irifh  in  the 
following  fumrher  rafed  the  caftle  of  Bonratty  to  the 
ground  ;  while  the  hoftages  that  were  kept  at  Lime- 
rick and  Nenagh,  feized  on  both  thofe  caftles ;  how- 
ever they  were  expelled  by  the  Englifh  who  put 
thofe  of  Limerick  to  death,  and  thofe  who  were 
concerned  in  the  affair  of  Nenagh  were  kept  in 
clofe  confinement. 

Many  more  ikirmifhes  now  happened  as  ufual 
between  the  Englifh '  and  Irifli ;  but  amongft;  all 
thefe  troubles  one  of  the  moft  vexatious  matters  to 
the  former  was  that  William  Burk,  earl  of  Ulfter 
having  been  murdered  by  his  own  fervants,  his 
wife  and  daughter  being  gone  over  to  England, 
where  the  latter  was  married  to  the  duke  of  Cla- 
rence,— two  of  the  Burks  feized  on  the  greateft 
part  of  the  eftate,  and  divided  it  between  them  5 
and  then,  mone  effeftually  to  fupport  their  ufurpa- 
tion,  they  went  over  to  the  ancient  Irifli  for  whofe 
cuftoms  and  language  they  exchanged  their  own  ; 
not  even  retaining  their  names,  but  varying  them 
according  to  the  genius  of  that  people.  Never- 
thclefs  fome  of  the  country  people  revenged  the 

murder 
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murder  of  the  earl^  but  that  did  not  make  ameods 
for  the  other*s  dcfertion* 

Before  this  time  it  was  relblved  in  Bnglandi  that 
the  king  fhoukl  pafs  over  to  Ireland  in  perfon ;  and 
all  who  had  eSeds  in  that  country,  being  abfent^ 
received  orders  to  repair  thither  i  —but  when  this 
was  determined  upon^  the  feaibn  of  the  year  did  not 
fuit  fuch  a  voyage  \  and  now  the  Scotch  had  cue 
him  out  fo  much  work»  that  he  could  not  think  of 
making  the  cxcurfion,  not  even  of  (ending  thithtrr 
a  confiderable  fupply  of  mciL — Nevcrthclels  I  fitti 
it  recorded  that  the  Englifh  overthrew  the  Irifh  in 
Connaught  with  lb  great  flaughter^  that  the  laticf 
had  ten  thoufand  (lain,  while  the  former  loft  but  one 
man  ;  but  we  are  not  furni(hcd  with  the  particulars 
of  thia  great  engagement  i — indeed  it  would  be 
wonderful  if  we  (hould,-*The  reader  has  alrcad/ 
heard  many  (Irange  things  relative  to  the  numbers 
of  the  Irilh  (lain  in  battle  by  a  mere  handful  of 
Engli(h. — Doubtlefs  for  the  reafons  which  I  have 
alreadv  alfigned,  many  of  theie  relations  regarding 
the  firft  fettlers  were  true — But  the  affair  befortr  U3 
is  too  barefaced  an  impofitiwi  ever  to  be  received 
by  the  candid  and  judicious.  The  time  is  too  ill 
judged,  and  the  difproportion  too  great,  to  bear  a 
vraifemblance.  The  Irifh  had  by  this  time  made 
fome  improvements  in  the  manner  of  their  attacks^ 
and  were  rather  better  acquainted  with  thofe  who 
came  to  oppole  them  than  formerly  they  had  been  i 
and  confcquently  though  ftill  inferior,  there  couU 
Dot  be  fo  wide  a  difference  between  them  \  but 
ten  thoufand  is  as  eafy  to  fay  as  ten  hundred, 
and  while  men  love  to  read  extraordinary  talcs 
there  will  never  be  wanting  thofe  who  love  to 
wriie  them.  It  is  likely  however  that  the  Irift 
received  a  great  check  in  Connaught  at  this  time 
and  were  routed  and  difperfed  by  their  adverfa- 
ries. 

Sir 
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Sir  John  Chatham  was  the  next  lord  juftice, 
who  arrived  in  Ireland  in  the  year  thirteen  hundred 
and  thirty-fevcn,   bringing  with  him  his  brother 
Sir  Thomas  bifliop  of  Hereford,  lord  chancellor 
Rice  lord  treafurer,  and  two  hundred  Welch  fol- 
diers.     This  chief  magiftrate  called  a  parliament 
to  which  the  archbi(hop  of  Ardmagh  intended  to 
come ;    but  when   great  preparations  had   been 
made  for  that  purpofe,  the  archbifhop  of  Dub- 
lin would  not  fuSer  him  to  advance  his  crojfs  in 
that  diocefe,  till  the  king  himfelf  fent  his  writ, 
abfolutely  commanding  that  the  primate  fhould 
not  be  molefted. — A  very  hard  winter  clofed  this 
year,  and  the  next  there  was  a  great  rifing  of  the 
Irilh;   but  the  earl  of  Defmond  flew  about  five 
hundred  men  in  Munfter,  and  took  captive  Ni- 
cholas Fitz  Morris,  the  lord  of  Kerry,  whom  he 
kept  prifoncr  all  his  life,  becaufe  he  had  revolted 
md  joined  the  native  Irifli. — ^The  earl  of  Kildarc 
illb  met  with   fuccefs  in  other    parts,    and  the 
M  cuftom  of  murdering  and  plundering  began 
0  go  brifkly   forward   again  on    all  hands,    to 
vhich  it  is    likely   the  Irifli  were  the  more  in- 
luced  on  account  of  the  fevere  weather  mentioned 
ibove. 

The  prefent  lord  juftice  going  over  to  Eng- 
and,  con(^ituted  Roger  Outlaw  in  his  room,  who 
'yif^g*  John  lord  Darcey  was  made  chief  magi- 
trate  for  life  •,  but  yet  he  did  not  go  over  into 
rcland  himfelf,  but  refted  contented  with  fcnd- 
ngover  Sir  John  Morris,  who  thinking  himfelf 
Icfpifcd  by  the  great  men  of  his  own  nation  in 
reland,  a  plan  was  fet  on  loot  to  make  a  re- 
umption  ot  all  lands,  figniories,  &c.  granted 
y  king  Edward  the  Third  or  his  father  to  his 
^bjefts  inhabiting  the  country.  All  fuch  lands 
«^cTc  commanded  to  be  feized   /;//  $bc  merits  of 
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the  perfons,  and  caufes  and  conditiens  of  the  gifis 
JhouU  be  redeemed. 

This  was  as  rafh  and  ill-tin>ed  a  meafurc  as 
ever  was  refalved  on,  if  all  circumftances  had 
been  duly  weighed  in  fuch  an  unfettled  ftatc  as 
that  of  Ireland ;  and  though  fomc  of  the  grants 
in  themfelves  might  have  been  at  firft  imprudent 
'  enough  ;  yet,  confidcring  the  right9  of  pofleffion, 
and  the  power  and  confequencc  of  the  men  who 
claimed  upon  them,  it  was  but  endeavouring  to 
amend  one  error  by  another,  and  the  laft  bade 
fair  to  be  the  greater,  for  all  the  ancient  fcttlcn 
were  at  once  offended  \  and  even  when  a  parlia- 
ment was ,  called  to  meet  at  Dublin,  the  chief  in* 
tent  of  which  was  to  concilitate  matters  a  lit- 
tle, the  earl  of  Dcfmond  and  many  other  lead- 
ing men  abfolutely  rcfufed  to  attend,  and  conful;- 
ing  with  other  ipdecontents,  convened  an  af- 
fembly  of  their  own  at  Kilkenny,  who  ventured 
to  fend  meflengers  to  the  kiiTg  himfclf  with  their 
complaints,  which  they  reduced  to  thefe  three 
qjuerics  : 

1.  How  a  realm  of  war  could  be  governed  by 
a  man  unfkilful  in  warlike  iervice  ? 

2.  How  an  officer  under  the  king,  that  cntcrrf 
very  popr,  could,  in  one  year,  heap  up  more 
wealth  than  men  of  great  eftatcs  in  many  years  ? 

3.  How  it  chanced,  fmcc  they  were  all  called 
lords  of  their  own,  that  the  fovereign  lord  of 
them  all  was  never  the  richer  for  them  ? 

However  thefe  complaints  might  ftand  as  to  the 
letter  of  them,  we  find  that  the  king  well  enoi^h 
underftood  the  fpirit  that  animated  them  was 
a  deteftation  of  the  refumption  i  but  without 
letting  the  remonftrants  know  that  he  beftowcd  a 
thought  upon  that  matter,  he  tried  by  all  other 
pofliblc  means,  by  turning  out  the  officers  who 
WW9  moil  obnoxious,  an4  certifying  the  qumber 
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of  others,  with  many  like  orders  to  reform  the 
government,  yet  he  was  very  unwilling  to  reftore 
the  lands  feized  by  virtue  of  his  writ. 

But  by  degrees  this  alfo  was  brought  to  bear; 
though  for  the  prefent  he  only  fcnt  powers  to 
the  lord  juftice  and  the  lord  chancelbr  to  enquire 
into  the  particulars  of  the  refumption,  and  to  ren- 
der John  Darcy  fenior  his  part  of  them  again.— 
But  when  all  this  at  laft  would  not  do,  fome 
years  afterwards^  viz.  in  the  twenty-fixth  of  this 
king's  reign  a  general  rcftitution  was  m^e  which 
alone  could  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people. 

But. at  the  period  we  are  fpeaking  of  ,a  lift 
of  grievances    was  fent  over    to   the  king    by 
John  Larch,  prior  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  Johii  of 
Jerufalem,    and  Mr.    Thomas   Wogan,    by    the 
prelates,*  carls,  barons,  and  xrommons  of  Ireland  ; 
—and  fbo'n  after  the  Iwd  juftice  was    removed 
and  Sir   Ralph  Uftbrd  was    fent   thither,   who, 
however,  was  equally  .hated  by  the  old  Englifti  fet- 
tiers,  and  the  native  Irifh,  In  June,  thirteen  hundred 
and  forty-five,  a  parliament  was  fummoned  to  meet 
at  Dublin,    but  the  earl  of  Defmond   again  fe- 
fufcd  to  come,  and  himfclf  fixed  a  time  for  ano- 
ther aflembly  at  Calan,   but  thofe  whom  he  in- 
vited thither  being  prohibited  from  appearing- there 
by  the  king's  writ,  difappointed  him.— And  befides 
this,  the  lord  juftice  fct  up  the  royal  ftandard  in 
Munftcr,  and  feized  upon  his  lands ;  on  which-  hfc 
furrendered,  being  bailed  by  the  earl  of  Ulfter, 
and  twenty-four  knights  ;    but  fearing  to  make 
his  appearance,   the  recognizances  were  forfeited, 
and  many  of  the  knights  concerned   in  bailing 
him  were  ruined  by  his  defedion.— The  earl  of 
Kildare  was  likewife  apprehended  s  but  was  ad- 
mitted   to  bail  by  the  fucceeding  lord  juftice;  for 
in  April  the  next  year,  this  ill  beloved  magiftratc 
died,    to  the  great  joy  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
X  2  and 
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and  his  widow  was  obliged  to  Heal  away  as  pri* 
vatcly  as  poflible  for  fear  of  being  infulted  by  the 
populace. 

Sir  Roger  Dnrcy,  Sir  John  Morris,  and  Sir 
Walter  Birmingham  fucc^ed  each  other  after- 
wards as  lords  jufticcs,  the  latter  of  whom  pro- 
cured leave  for  the  accufed  carl  of  Defmond  to 
go  over  and  plead  his  caufc  in  England. — And 
this  lord  juftice  with  the  affiftance  ot  the  earl  ci 
Kildare,  reduced  the  O'Mores  then  in  arms  ;  the  earl 
afterwards  paifing  over  the  feas  to  Icrvc  the  king 
in  his  French  wars,  in  gradtude  for  the  indul- 
gence that  was  fhcwn  to  his  coufin  Defmond. — 
And  this  year  was  fought  the  battle  of  Crcffy, 
fo  famous  in  hiftory,  which  was  won  by  E.dwara 
the  Third,  againft  the  king  of  France. 

The  lord  jufticc  going  over  to  England  left  John 
Archer,  prior  of  Kilmanhaim  his  lord  deputy,  in 
whofe  time  the  Irifti  prince  of  Leinfter  was  murde^ 
red  by  his  own  followers.  The  natives  likewii'e 
burned  Nenaght  on  St.  Stephen's  day  this  year. 

In  the  year  thirteen  hundred  and  forty-eight  Sir 
Walter  Birmingham  returned  again  to  his  office, 
after  having  obtained  for  himfelf  the  barony  of 
Xcnlis  in  Upper  Oflbry,  and  things  were  tolcrablv 
quiet  in  Ireland.- — To  Sir  Walter  fuccccdcd 
the  lord  Carew,  Sir  Thomas  Rokeby,  and  occa- 
fionally  Maurice  dc  Rochford  his  deputy  ;  and  al- 
ter thefe  Maurice  Fitz  Gerald  earl  of  Defmond, 
who  notwithftanding  the  accufations  laid  againft 
him*was  reftored  to  favour,  and  thought  deferving 
of  the  high  office  of  lord  juttice  which  he  filled 
with  equal  equity  and  moderation. 

After  him  Sir  Thomas  Rokeby  was  again  ap. 
pointed  chief  magiftratej  in  wHofe  time  king  Ed- 
ward made  mahy  wife  reguladons  relative  both  to 
the  civil  and  ccclcfiafticalftate  of  Ireland,  autho- 
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riCng  him  (wih  die  advice  of  the  chancellor  and 
treafintr;  to  petrdoa  all  manner  of  crimes  and  miC- 
demeanors,  trcafca  only  excepted.— The  next  year 
was  fought  the  battle  W  Poiaers,  in  which  Ed- 
ward  prince  of  Wales  took  king  Jchn  of  France 
prifoncr,  and  conveyed  him  a>  London. 

James,  cari  of  Onnond,  was  the  next  lord  juf- 
lice,  and  ia  his  abfence  Maurice  Fitz-Gerald  was 
appointed  deputy. — About  this  rime  the  king  had 
ibroc  thoughts  of  fending  over  the  prince  his  foa 

into  Ireland. ^Next  came  Lionel  duke  of  Qa* 

rcnce  as  lord  juftioe,  bringing  with  him  an  army 
of  fifteen  hundred  men. — At  firft  this  governor 
carried  things  with  a  high  hand^  making  pro* 
claniation  that  none  of  the  old  Englifti  fliould 
approach  hb  camp ;  but,  marching  againft  O'Brian 
he  was  foon  put  to  fuch  ftraits  that  he  was  ob* 
Hged  to  call  in  thcu-  afliftance  before  he  could 
fubdue  that  chieftain,  which  however  was  at  length 
by  that  means  effefted, 

James  Budcr,  earl  of  Ormond  vras  left  lord 
deputy,  when  the  duke  of  Clarence  went  over 
to  England  for  the  firft  time.— Then  the  duke 
returned^  made  but  a  fhort  ftay,  and  going  over 
^gain,  appointed  Sir  Thomas  Dale  to  fill  that  of* 
fice.~And  laftly,  the  duke  returned  once  more, 
and  held  a  full  parliament  at  Kilkenny,  where 
^any  bifliops  being  prefent,  denounced  excommu- 
nication againft  fuch  as  fhould  tranfgrcfs  a  famous 
ftatute  then  enaftcd,  the  principal  heads  of  which 
vcre  thefe  that  follow:--"  That  the  Brehon  law^ 
^as  an  evil  cuftom,  and  that  it  Ihould  be  trca* 
ion  to  ufe  it.     That  marrying,  and  nurfing,  and 

goflipping  with  the  Irilh  fhould  be  trcafon 

^hat  the  ufe  of  Irifti  name,  apparel,  or  language 
ftould  be  punilhed  with  the  lofs  of  lands  or  im- 
prifooment,  unlefs  the  party  (hould  give  fecurity 
^^  conform.  That  the  Englilh  Ihould  not  make 
X  3  war 
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war  upon  the  Irilh  without  order  of  the  ftatcs* 
That  the  Engliih  fhould  not  permit  the  Irilh  to 
graze  upon  their  land,  nor  prefcnt  an  Iriftiraan 
(though  at  that  time  both  churches  were  the  fame  in 
tffcR)  to  an  ecclcfiaftical  benefice,  nor  receive 
them  into  monafteries  or  religious  hoyfes ;  nor  en- 
tertain any  of  their  minllrels,  rhymers,  or  news- 
tellers  ;  nor  ceis  horle  nor  foot  upon  the  £.ng- 
li(h  fub]e6t  againft  his  will,  on  pain  of  fdony. 
And  that  (heriffs  might  enter  any  liberty  or  fran- 
clufe  to  apprehend  felons  or  traitors.  And  that 
four  wardens  of  the  peace  (hould  be  appointed 
in  every  county,  to  affefs  every  man's  proportion 
of  the  public  charge  for  men  and  armour.'* — 

However,  we  are  told  that  this  ftatute  little  af- 
fefted  the  Irifli,  living  out  of  the  pale,  who  ftill 
retained  their  own  manners  and  cuftoms  ^  ^^  But 
yet, this  .ftatote  enforced  by  the  prcfence  of  the 
king's  fon  (iays  my  author)  and  the  difcipline  he 
ufed,  very  much  reformed  the  degenerate  Engliih ; 
fo  that  the  revenues  of  Ulfter  and  Connaugh: 
were  thenceforward  accounted  for  in  the  exchequer, 
and  the  king's  writ  ran  in  both  thefe  provinces, 
«nd  therefore  this  flatute  was  revived  in  the  reiga 
t&  Henry  the  Seventh/' 

Gerald  Fitz  Maurice,  eari  of  Defmond,  was 
agaio  chief  juflice,  but  was  fuperieded  by  Sir 
"William  de  Windlor.  Having  wars  as  ufual  with 
the  natives,  the  Englifli  in  his  time  were  o\'er- 
thrown  by  O'Brian  in  Limerick,  the  earl  of  DeC- 
mond  flain,  and  John  Fitz  Nicholas,  lord  of  Fer- 
ny, lord  Thomas  Fitz  John,  and  many  others  taken 
.captive^. 

After  this  the  lord  juftice  marched  to  tte  de- 
fence of  Munfter,  where  he  obliged  John  Mac- 
namara,  a  great  chieftain  among  the  Irilh,  to  come 
into  term*  of  treaty  with  him,  and  to  gixf  hol- 

ugcs 
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rages  for  the  performance  of  levoral  articles  highly 
advantageous  to  the  Engliih  in  thofe  parts. 

Being  fenc  for  to  England,  this  gentleman  left 
Maurice  earl  of  Kildare^  cuftos  of  Ireland,  who 
continued  to  govern  till  the  arrival  of  Sir  Robert 
Alhton..  About  this  time  the  famous  caufe  of 
Sir  Richard  Pcmbridgc  was  determined  ;  He  be- 
ing warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  when  com- 
manded to  go  over  to  Ireland  as  lord  deputy  to 
Ireland,  refufed  to  obey,  the  mandate. — And  it 
appeared  that  he  was  countenanced  in  fo  doing 
by  the  laws  of  the  realm,  as  fuch  a  voyage  was 
deemed  only  an  honourable  exile,  and  no  man 
can  be  compelled  (except  for  felony  and  in  fuch 
like  cafes)  to  abjure  his  country. 

in  confequence  of  this  determination  Sir  Wil- 
liam Windfor  came  again^  who  obtained  an  or- 
der, That  all  men  poQeffmg  lands  in  Ireland  fhould 
repair  thither  or  fend  fufficient  men  in  their  room» 
in  order  to  defend,  the  country  4  but  notwith- 
ftanding  this  and  fcveral  other  ufeful  inftitutions, 
and  all  his  endeavours  to  fubdue  the  Irilh,  he 
found  that  all  of  theni  (owing  to  former  bad  po- 
licy) proved  ineffedualj  and  therefore  he  refigned 
to  James  earl  of  Ormond. — At  this  time  the  cities 
and  boroughs  of  Ireland  fent  over  commifTionera 
to  the  king  to  advife  about  the  affairs  of  that 
country. 

—This  magiftrate  was  authorifed  to  difplace 
any  officer  (thofe  made  by  patent  under  the  great 
feal  only  excepted)  and  alfo  had  power  granted 
him  to  pardon  all  offences  in  general  or  to  particu- 
lar perfons  \  but  this  power*  was  explained  not  to 
extend  to  any  prelate  or  earl  that  was  punifhable 
by  lofs  of  life,  member,  or  goods. 

At  this  time  died  at  Shene,  Edward  the  Third,    a.  p. 
oi^of  the  moft  famous  princes  that  ever  filled 
the  Engliih  throne^  in  the  fixty-fourth  year  of  his 
X  4  age. 
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agCy  and  of  hb  reign  the  fifty-firft.  Edward, 
called  the  Black  Prince  dying  before  lus  father, 
his  only  fon,  grandfon  -  of  Edward  the  Third, 
claimed  the  crown,  under  the  name  and  title  d 
Richard  the  Second. 

[It  is  here  to  be  noticed  that  as  the  old  inha- 
bitants  of  Ireland,  during  the  reigns  of  Edward 
the  Second  and  Edward  the  Thir^  had  often  en- 
treated to  be  admitted  to  the  general  protedion 
of  the  Englilh  laws,  which  was  in  eiFe£k  as  of- 
ten refufed  them,  fo  I  find  it  aflerted  that  they 
made  frequent  complaints  abroad,  in  France,  in 
Scotland,  and  laftly  to  the  popehimfe^^  who  at 
that  time  bore  great  fway,  concernii^  the  op- 
prcfTion  which  they  conceived  that  they  laboured 

,  under  in  this  particular. The  paper  drawn  up 

by  O'Neal  titular  king  of  Ulfter  on  this  occafion, 
being  fomething  remarkable,  I  have  tranfcrihed  it 
in  the  note  below  ^  for  the  entertainment  of  the 

curious 


•  "  SanftJfllme  in  Chfiftopitfi 
domino  Johanni,  dc  fcratia,  fummo 
pontifici,  All  dcvuti  ^lii,  Dooatdvs 
O'Ncil,  rex  Ultuniie,  ac  totlus  Hi- 
bcrnix,  hcreditjno  jure  vents  heres, 
necnon  &  ejufdcm  tcrrse  reguU  ft 
magnatii  ac  popalus  Hiberniacut, 
cum  ful  rtcomtnendttione  hu- 
fnlli,  devota  pedum  olcuU  bono- 
rum,  (bcatorum.)  Uc. 

Ex  mordaci  Se  vitrei  Anglormn 
d«tra£lione,  8c  init^ua  ,miaQ<9ue 
vera  fuggcflionc  contra  nos,  no/fri 
jurifque  detcnrores^  vcftcr  cpicdab- 
C\t,  animus  aliquat«u>B6  concitetur^ 
&  res  incognita  atque  n«E^a  ip- 
jfurn  accendcre  ciebcat,  ad  vuuttfljm 
aliquam  tamquam  veritatc  plena, 
de  ortu  noftro  &  (Ijtu,  fi  tamcii 
(latus  dici  licbcat,  ac  cti^m  de  in- 
juriis  cnidelibuf,  nobis  noftrlfque, 
progsni  tori  bus  per  nonnujhia  regit 
Angliae  ;  eorumque  minillroa  ini- 
quos,  Se  baroncs  Anglicos  in  Hi' 
.borni^   natost     inhumanUcr  illaiis 


Si  contiiluatis  adftoc,  in  ibHw 
atione  piarfentiumingenti  cum  cii« 
more  icilicseC  vcftru  «imbM  iatxou* 
mus,  ut  ex  hoc  Taieads  diicnaert 
Sc  vider«,  cujus  partis  damorcta 
veritin  coniitetvr.  Q^a  diltgentff 
Se  fuffictenter  inftruda,  fectuidaa 
qtxod  rei  popoTccrit  qualitas,  iadi- 
cii  vefiri  diftri^a  pairtit  mlpaiq 
fcriat  feu  corrigat  deUnquentis.- — 
Noverit  igttur  TiuidiflinM  patcruitai 
vcAra  quod  a  tempotey  quo,  tali* 
qui  patres  noftri  Iciiicct  tres  £H 
Mttefu,  alitt  MicelH,  Hifpani,  cm 
triginta  na%'ium  cUdc  a  Caatralui 
civiute  Hifpanir,  in  ripa  Ktiieri 
Aun>inis  ficcy  ttncc  denomioationeiA 
arciplm  us  quaiti  habemus,  in  Ibex' 
niam  ;  tunc  omni  carcctca  incoL, 
divinitas  dcventnint,  trci  ni^ 
quingenti  Sc  ampllus  fiuxerant  ^- 
ni,  &  et  ipfit,  ^ne  admixti<tfie 
fanguiius  aHcni,  tottus  Hibctgig 
ccperunt  monarchiam  regis  ctnftn 
trigiato  fez  uique  Logarium  rtgwoi 
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curious  reader,  whereby  he  may  the  better  under- 
ftand  the  fcope  of  their  complaints,  and  judge  the 
propriety  of  them  accordingly.] 

Richard 
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•  quo  ego  ODnaldos  fns^&na  in 
JiAca  Tt&  carnalem  trari  origioem, 
Jc  io  cujus  diebus  SanAua  Patndu«y 
prascipaut  apoAolus  flofter  Se  patro- 
BUS,   a  Cdcftioo^  praedeccflbre  veC- 
tn,   ipiritu  (ando    iofptrantc,     ad 
SOS  damuiica  incariiationis  CCCC. 
XXXVy    anno  patres  noftrot  effi* 
cadffime  docuh  catholica  fidei  ve- 
titatem.    .£t  poft  przdicationtm  & 
iidei  fufceptioncoi,  fvb  humill  Ro- 
mance   ecclcfiaa     obcdicntia,     regis  ' 
de  eodem  fanguine,    fine    interDO-i 
ficione  raagoinio     alkni,    in  nde 
Chrifti  exceiienter  adopti,   ac  qha- 
ritatis   operibui    pleni,    nullum  in 
ttmpondibtts   recognofcentea    fupe- 
riarem,    reges  fexaginta  unui  ofque 
ad  mJUefimam  CLXX.  aanam  do- 
mioi  ibidem  'continue  regnaverunt. 
£c  hi  funt  non  AngUd  nee  alte- 
nus  natiottia  aiiqui,  qui  ecclefiam 
Hiberniae   terris,    largis  po0effioni- 
btts,  ac  ploribtti  libeitatibtti  excet- 
Icacer   douvenint,    licet   modenus 
Umporibiia    per    Anglkoa  illis  uc 
plttrimum      terris    Se    libertatibua 
damnabiliter   fit  privata.    £t  cum 
tanto  tempore  diai  reges,  conta  dl- 
nrfanim  resionum  tyrannos  ft  reges 
coacefiam  a  Deo  fibi,   hereditatem 
propriis  veribus  llrenue  defendifl'ent 
inoatem  libertatem  Temper  tenentes 
iUafam    tandem     Adrianns    papa, 
pnedeceflor  yefter  non  tantem  mi- 
gine,  quantttm  afte£liona  &   condi- 
tioacp  Angitcus,  anno  domini  M.  C« 
LXX     ad   fal/am.  Se  plenam   ini- 
qtiitatey  fofgeftionem  Henrici^  regis 
Angliar^  quo,  Sc  fortaiBa  per  quem, 
fan^us  Thomas  Cantuanar  eodem 
anno,  pro  juiHtia  tg  defenfione  ec- 
clefi«,  mortem  fuftinuit,  fioit  icitusy 
dominium  regni  noftri^  Tub  quadam 
tatk  vcrboram  forma,  eidcm  quern 
potioSy  ob   didam  culpam,  proprio 
debuit  pfivafle  regno  de£a£lo  contu* 
lit  indebatey     online    juris    omiiXb 
omnfho,  Anglitana  aiTe^ione,  pn>h ! 
dolor  I     esccrcaoti    tanti    pontificis 
toitiancm    Deque    privans    hooore 
it$iOf  ooftfl  abfquc  eulpa^    Se  fiae . 


ratioQabUt  caufa,  cmdelioribus  om« 
niuA  bcftiarum  dentibus  tradibit 
lacerandos,  Et  qui  ex  nobis  do* 
lofarum  vulpium  Se  guloforum  lu-< 
porum  excoriate  dentcs  mortiferoa 
fctiociter  femivivi  evaTerent  in  do* 
lorofae  fervitutis  violenter  defcen* 
dcfunt  abiflura.  Ab  iUo  enim  tem- 
pore, que  Anglici,  occafione  colla- 
tionis  prsedi6tae,  Tub  qucdam  exte- 
riori  iaoAitatis  ac  religionis  fpecie, 
legni  noftri  fines  nequiter  intra* 
runty  tocis  viribus  omnique  perfidta, 
quapoterant  ante,  noftram  gentenv 
delere  penxtus  &  extirpare  radieitua 
funt  conati,  &  per  turpis  Sc  fraudu- 
Icntas  haftucias  in  tantum  contra 
nos  praeraluerunt,  quod,  cjei£Uo  no- 
bis violenter,  fine  fuperioris  auto- 
ritate,  de  fpactofis  habiutionibua 
noftri  herediute  paterna  montana, 
fylveftria,  ac  paludofa  loca  &  inuti- 
lia  etiam  petrarum  cavemas,  pro  fa]- 
vanda  viu  nos  petere,  &  longa 
tempore  adinftar  beftiarum  in  eH*- 
dcm  habitare,  coegerunt,  fed  &  in 
talibus  locio  nos  incellanter  inquie- 
tant.  6e  quantum  poflunt,  nitun- 
tiar  Sc  omnem  locum  noftrse  habi- 
tation's fibi  indebite  ufurpare,  ac 
profunda  ccecitatis  infania  menda-. 
citer  afFerentcs.  nollum  locum  ha- 
bitationis  liberum  nobis,  in  Hi- 
berni  dcbcri:  fod  fibi  ipfis  di^ 
Urra  totaliter :  et  propter  hac  Se 
multa  alia  fimtlia  inter  nos  Sc  il- 
los  implacabiles  animidtiae  Sc  quer- 
rx  perpetus  funl  exortc  £x, 
quibus  fecota  funt  occifiones  mutuae* 
depnedationes  afiidox}  rapinz,  con- 
tinuse.  fraudes  Sc  nimis  crebrae. 
fed  proh  !  dolor  I  ex  defeats  capitis 
omni<  corre£^io  nobis  deficit  Sc  dc- 
bita  emenda.  Ex  hoc  clerus  Hi- 
berniacns  Sc  populus  multis  idco 
annis  pericUtabatur  nimis  graviter 
Se  horrcnde,  non  folum  in  rebus 
caducis  Sc  corporalibus,  quinymmo 
ex  eodem  defeare  maximum  eis 
imminct  periculum  animarum.  Sc 
hoc  plus  fohto.  Pro  firma  enira 
vcriute  tenen^*  quod  occafione  prc- 
di^« 
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Ricbifd  u*  ^   Richard'  the  Second  was  crowned  at  Weftmin- 
fter,  on  the  fixccenth  of  July^  in  the  year  thirteen 

hundred 


tionity  inde  fecutt,  plai  quam  ^uln- 
^oi  ginta  millia  hominiun  k  tempore. 
quo  frt£la  ett»  ufque  ia  pntfeat,  i)« 
Btnque  ntttone  pneter  conAimptts 
laAie,  01  aMtdtione  cC  carcere  de 
f  todTO  cecidenutt.  Hsec  pauca  de  (e- 
'  jierali  profenitorum  noftronini  Oii- 
gine,  ie  miierabili  in  quo  Romanut 
poAtifex  (lata  nos  pofuit,  fofiicient 
afta  vice,  Sciatit,  pater  CAnCti^me, 
^ood  Henricus,  rex  Angliae,  cui  HU 
bernium  ingredi  modo,  quod  praedi- 
citiify  futt  indukum,  necnon  ic 
qaatuor  reges  fucceflorei  ctufdem 
netai  concefltonis  fibi  frat>ae  pet 
kullam  papalenii  fab  ccrtis  articu* 
Ka  ex  ipf.i  bullae  ferie  evLdenter  ap- 
paret,  fimpliciter  Tunc  trangreifi. 
Promifit  enini  didus  Henricus, 
prout  in  dt£ta  bulla  continetur,  quod 
ecc!eli»  NiberDica  temina  ditalarct 
cjufdem  juva  illibata  Sc  ^  Integra 
confervarety  tc  populum  legiboa  fub- 
4eret  ac  boni  moribut  informaret, 
wtutet  infereret  &  plaatana  vici- 
orum  extirparety  &  do  ftngoUt  do- 
snibua  uniui  denarii  annoatim  beato 
Petro  Apo/h>lo  folvcret  penflonem^ 
Hanc  fi  quidem  promiflionem  tarn 
ipfe  quam  prxdidi  fui  fucccflbrc^ 
eorumque  min'dri  iniqut,  Se  Tub- 
doli  Angliciy  de  HiKernta  in  nUUo 
tene ntet  &  a  conceflionii  forma  pc- 
nitus  recedcotcs,  (Hiciiore  8c  ex  in> 
tentione  horum  omnium  praemilfo- 
runi  oppc'tita  opcre  compleverunt. 
Nam  ccclellic  termini  in  rantum 
per  ipfos  funt  rcihi£U,  fincopati, 
ie  detruncatiy  quod  nonnulls  cathe- 
dralcs  ectiefiie  mediatae  terrum  Se 
pofT<!i)tonum  fuorum  violenter  funt 
fpoliatic  omni,  fere  ccclcfiadica  li- 
bertate  per  eofdem  omnino  foluta. 
Per  mini(!rcs  cnim  regis  Angliae  in 
Hibernia  citantur,  srreftantur  in- 
di/^crenter  epil'copi  &  pratlati,  Se 
4:iim  hujufmodi  crebras  Sc  graves  pa* 
tiunter  injurias,  tanto  fcrvili  timore 
funt  opprefli,  quod  eas  fan£titati 
vedrz  nnllaienus  audent  tntiroare  } 
Sc  nos  iUere  voluoiui  in  hac  parte* 


item  pdpulnfta  Hiberrileum,  q^ 
bonis  moribos  informate  ac  IcgiM 
fubdere  ex  coodi^  promilbaor^ 
talitcr  informaaty  quad  Ssa&a  ft 
columbiaa  ^ui  ^plicitat,  cz  to* 
habitatiofie  te  exemplo  feprttbo,ia 
ferpentiaam  calUdtfcn  mirabilUct 
eft  mutata^  legibus  etiam  (eriptity 
quibus,  vt  piurimumy  priusregcba* 
tur,  omaiquc  alia,  nifi  a  qua  aveiU 
non  potent,  lege  privamnt,  quo 
gentis  noftrie  cxtiiminafione  leges 
pcffimas  ftatuentei^  &iiiut  tepiobat 
St  iniqnas^  qtiaram  a&iquc,  exca- 
pH  eaufa,  hie  fuat  iaferue.  In 
ctiria  cnim  regit  AagUae  ia  Hibo- 
aia  iilae  leges  inviolabiter  obfcr- 
-vantur,  vit.  (^aod  omm  honuot, 
aun  HibernicOy  licet,  fopei  qui' 
cumque  iadiftereoter  aftiooe,  con* 
ventre  Ntberatcam  quemenain^i 
fed  Hibemicus  qoilibet,  £vc  ckri<« 
Ctts  fit  five  laicus,  folis  pnelatis 
except  is,  ab  omni  repuUtur  acdoae 
CO  ipfo.  Item  ficut  plcrumqueoO' 
bSlem  it  ianocentein,  (be  result' 
rem  five  occularen,  ctianofi  prsb^ 
tus  Hiberntcut  interfeAus  fncfitj 
nulla  eorre^io  vel  emcmla  fit  ia 
dicVa  luria  de  tali  jsefario,  ocn- 
forcj.  Quinymmo  quanto  meiior  et 
occifus,  8s  majorem  inter  fuo^ob* 
tinet  locum  (  tantn  plus  occtdcnu 
honoratur,  Se  prsmiatur  ab  Aa* 
glicios  Se  maxime,  tb  illis,  qoibel 
factor  ibus  iu(bmi  corrc^oncm  f> 
cere  Sc  dobitaro  emendam.  ItcA* 
mnnis  mulier  Hibenxica,  five  aa^* 
lis  five  alia,  quae  nubit  Anglico 
cuicumquc,  poft  decciTum  loarisif 
tenia  parte  tertarum  ac  pofiedio* 
num  vlri  fui,  eo  ipfo,  quod  Hi- 
bernica  cl>,  omnino  privatur.  Iieiii 
Anglici,  ubi  poflunt  HiberoicviB 
violenter  oppHmere  nullo  xaodopcr* 
mittunt,  qtiod  in  ultfmis  volucti* 
tibus  Htbernici  de  fuis  rebus,  dii"- 
ponat  aut  teftamentum  condat  qao* 
quo  modo  inimo  oouia  bona  ipi^o^ 
rum  appropriaut  Abi  ipiis,  privaatA 
ccc]cAam  jure  fuo  Se  fanguinoa 
ab  antiquo  libcnim  fadcotfs  aa^» 
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hundred  and  feYenty4feven,  he  being  then  no 
jDorc  thdn  eleven  years  old,  the  care  of  the  king 
and  of  the  realm  was  committed  to  his  uncles 
the  duke  of  Lancafter  and  the  carl  of  Cam- 
bridgCf  th^  former  of  whom  had  in  his  hands  al- 
moft  all  the  power  of  the  kingdom. 

James  earl  qf  Ormond  was  ftiU  continued  in 
the  goi^nment,  who  did  all  in  his  power  to  efta- 
blilh  the  peace  of  the  country  for  the  fhort  time 
that  he  remained  in  office.    He  was  fucceeded  by  " 
Alexander  Bailfcott;  and  after  him  John  de  BrQm- 
wick  was  made  lord  juftice. — And  the  earl   of  * 
Warwick  being  .made  fole  proteftor  of  the  realm 
of  England,  an  aft  of  Ordinance  againft  abfcntees 
was  made  by  the  advice  of  the  lords-  and  nobles 
oF  England,  afl^mbled  in  parliament. — By  this  aSt 
it  was  ordained,  That  all  who  badlands,  rents, 
or  offices  in  Iceland,  ihould  return  thither,   but 
if  they  had  reafonable  caufe  to  abfent  themfehres, 
that  then  they  fhould  fend  fufHcient  deputies  to 
defend  their  caftles  and  eftates,  or  contribute  two 
thirds  of  the  yearly  value  towards  the  defence  of 
them  ;  but  that  ftudents  and  thofe  in  the  king's 
iervice,  and  thofe  abfent  for  reafonable  caufes  by 

licence 


iiUte    pro^a    Tiolefiter   femlem*  tores  Sc  adTocatt  capient  ad  eoa,  fi« 

Item  per  commune  •  coortHum  iftius  cue  ad  iUos^   qui  funt  ^obedientea 

rept  Angllft   necnon   Sc   per  quof-  tc  advKati  Sc  contriantes  ifH  ordU 

dam  epifcepof  Ani^icot,  inter  quoa  nattoni,  fa£loe   commune  per  con- 

principalis    eztitit  vir    panrae  pru-  filium  totius  terrae  Hlbernis    inter 

dentia    Sc   nullius  Tcientia  archie-  Anglicos.     £t   antequam    hoc   lla- 

pifcopus  ArdmanacQS,  quoddam  ini-  tntum  fa£lum  futfiety   Sc  poft  fra« 

qaum    ftatutam   in  civitate  fan^  tes  prcedicatores,  minores,    monar- 

Kennici    in    Hibemla    nuper  fuit  chi  canonict,  ccteriqne  Anglici  rc- 

fadtim   Tub     hac    inform!    fonna.  liglofi  ipfum  obfenrabant  fatia  ftriAe, 

Concordatum  eft-  quod    inhabeatur  perfonarum  maxime  acceptores,  mo- 

omnitnit  'religtcMlisy   qui  manent  in  nacborutn    tamen    St   canonicorum 

terra    pacis  inter   Anglicos,     quod  monafteria,  in  quibus  moderno  tcm- 

non   reeipiant  in   ordine   fuo,   nee  pore  Hibcmici  refutantur  per  ipfoa 

Tdigione  fua,   nifi  illoa  qui  funt  de  ut   commaniter,    f uerunt   fundata« 

natMde  Anglorum  ;  Sc,  fi  aliter  fa-  Item  ubi  virtutcs  infererey  ac  plan- 

cerinty  dominus  rci  capiet  ad   eos,  taria  vitiorum  'debucrant  extirpare, 

tamquam  ad  illot,  qui  funt  praecepti  Titiia   infufis  per  ipfos  infertis,  fir- 

Ivi  conumpoff^  St  eonim  fundata-  tutcs  r^dicitus  amputanant. 
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licence  under  the  gre^t  ieal  of  England,  ihookl 
be  excufed  for  one  third  of  the  yoirlj  profit  of 
their  eftates* 

Many  petitions  from  Ireland  were  at  this  time 
taken  into  confideration  by  the  Ejiglifli  parliament, 
and  Sir  Nicholas  Di^orth  was  fent  over  to  fur-* 
yey  the  poilefllons  of  the  crown,   to  call  to  ac« 
count  the  affairs  of  the  Englifh  revenue,  and  for 
other  fuch  purpoles. 
^•j^*        To   John   de  Bromwick  fucceeded  Mortimer, 
/    ^  ''    carl  of  March  and  Ulfter. — Before  his  arrival  the 
.  *  Trench  and  Spanifli  gallies  which  had  done  much 
mifchief  on  the  Irifh  coafts  were  obliged  to  re- 
tire into  the  harbour  of  Kinlale,  where  they  were 
attacked  by  the  Englilh  and   Irifh,  loil  fome  of 
their  chief  captains,   together  with  four  hundred 
men,  and  all  the  EngliSi  prizes  which  they  had 
taken  which  amounted  to  twenty-one  in  number. 

After  Edmund  earl  of  March,  John  Cotton, 
dean  of  St.  Patrick's  and  afterwards  archbilhop  of 
Ardmagh,  was  conftituted  lord  juftice;  but  he 
did  not  long  manage  the  affairs  of  that  Idngdonu 
Philip  de  Courtenay  was  next  fent  over  lord  lieu- 
tenant, with  a  patent  to  hold  that  office  for  the 
fpace  of  ten  years,  but  behaving  himfelf  very  ill 
in  his  adminillration,  was  fuperfcded,  arretted  and 
-  punifhcd  for  many  mildemeanors  laid  to  his 
charge.  ' 

I^rcvious   to  this,  Richard,  then  but  a  minor, 

had  met  with  many    troubles   in  England. 

The  tenants  who  held  their  land  by  villenage, 
and  m^ny  others  of  the  lo>Ver  clal's  had  long  been 
inclined  to  mutiny  and  rebellion  j  and  the  more 
diligent  the  parliament  was  in  reprefTing  them, 
the  more  eager  were  they  in  proceeding  to  riot 
for  what  they  were  plealcd  to  term  their  rights. 
At  length  they  tooic    an  occafion   to  break  out 

into 
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into  open  rebellion,  from  fome  indecent  ufage 
which  a  tax-gatherer  'gave  to  the'  daughter  of  a 
peafant  named  Wat  Tyler,  who,  though  he  inftant- 
\y  murdered  the  officer  on  tne  fpot,  thought  his 
revenge  would  not  be  complete  unlefs  he  could 
entirely  overturn  the  conftitution.  Accordingly 
he  raifed  a  great  body  of  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bours, and  joining  fome  other  malecontents  in  Ef- - 
fex,  marched  towards  the  capital,  gathering  toge- 
ther as  he  went  all  the  profligate  and  abandoned 
perfons  he  could  find,  till  they  had  incrcafed 
their  number  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thou^ 

fand. Then  halting  on  Blackheath  they  fum- 

moned  their  fovereign  to  a  conference ;  but  when 
he  condefcended  fo  far  as  to  go  forth  to  meet 
them,  the  traitors  endeavoured  to  intercept  his  re- 
turn ;  and  his  majefty  was  but  juft  time  enough 
aware  of  their  defign  to  fave  himfclf  by  a  preci- 
pitate retreat  to  the  tower  of  London. — The  men 
of  Eflcx  who  were  condufted  by  a  commander 
called  Jack  Straw  were  afterwards  appeafed  by 
the  grant  of  fome  extravagant  charters ;  and  the 
king  being  willing  to  complete  the  pacification  he 
had  begun,  fent  to  Wat  Tyler,  who  ftill  ftood  in 
arms  with  his  men,  to  offer  him  the  fame  charters 
that  had  juft  before  been  granted  to  his  fellow  re- 
bels (  but  this  demagogue  was  fo  infolent  and  fo 
ignorant  that  three  different  ones  being  fent  him, 
were  all  returned  with  his  difapprobation.  Ne- 
vcrthelcfs,  as  in  his  great  wifdom,  he  was  pleafed  to 
fay.  That  he  would  confcnt  to  a  peace  if  he  liked 
the  form  of  it,  Richard  invited  him  to  a  confer- 
rcnce  in  Smithfield,  where  being  arrived  the  rebel 
treated  him  with  the  greateft  difrefpeft,  and  at 
the  fame  time  was  fo  far  from  drawing  to  a  con- 
clufion,  in  regard  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  that 
}p^  appeared  fo  much  confufed  as  not  to  at-tend  to 

what 
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what  was  faid  to  him,  meditating  nothing   kls 
than  the  murder  of  his  fovereign,  againft  whom 
'     he  often  lifted  up  his  dagger,  and  was  about  to 
plunge  it  in  his  breaft,  when  Sir  William  Went- 
worth,  mayor  of  London,  fuddenly  (track  him 
with  his  mace  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  was  ftua* 
ned  with  the  blow;  immediately  on  which  one 
Philpot  ran  him  through  the  body,  and  he  fell 
down  dead  on  the  fpot.— His  aflbciates,  ob(erying 
what  had  palTed,  prepared  to  revenge  the  death  c^ 
their  captain;  but  Richard,  though  not  fifteen 
years  of  age,  had  the  prefence  of  mind,  inllead  of 
retreating,  to  ride  up  to  them,  telling  them  he  was 
their  captain,  and  commanding  them  to  follow  him» 
promifed  that  he  would  grant  all  their  reaibnable 
defires.    Doubly  confounded  at  the  lofs  of  their 
chief,  and  the  extraordinary  coura^  of  their  kin^ 
this  enormous  multitude  attended  on  the  latter, 
as  it  were  by  a  mechanical  impulfe,  till  on  tt^r 
march  they  were  met  by  Sir  Robert  Knowles, 
and   a  large  body   of  citizens  and  others,  that 
had    been  levied   a^ainfl:    them.     At  this   fight 
they   immediately  threw    down   their   arms  and 
fubmitted,  receiving  from  the  king's  hands  a  ge- 
neral  pardon,    and  the   fame   charter   that   had 
been  granted  to  the  men  of  Effex.  —  But  thefe 
^    charters  were  afterwards  revoked  on  account  of 
new  infurredtions,  and  the  confederacy  being  bro- 
ken, peace  was  again  reftored  to  the  kingdom, 
— Neverthelefs  the  ground-work  of  thofe  trou- 
bles had  been  laid  which  (hook  the  conftituuon 
to  its  bafis,  and  in  a  future  period  overfet  the 
royal  power  of  Richard,   which  though   he  had 
fo   gallantly  allerted  at  the  age  of  fixteen,   he 
was  pufiUanimous  enough  to  abdicate  at  the  age 
of  thirty-five,  as  will  be  fecn  in  the  fequel  of  tht 
hiftory. 

Buti 
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But,  to  return  to  the  Irifh  affairs. — ^Thc  king, 
though  troubled  with  doubts  and  fufpicions  of  his 
Englifli  fubjeds^  (amongft  which  the  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter  his  uncle  was  included)  on  the  one  hand, 
and  vexed  by  the  depredations  committed  by  tlic 
Scots  on  the  other,  paid  fo  much  attention  to 
the  affairs  of  Ireland,  that  he  appointed  Robert 
dc  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  to  govern  them,  who  had 
become  a  great  favourite,  and  confequendy  was  Co 
difagrecable  to  the  parliament,  that  they  even 
granted  him  a  large  debt  due  from  the  French  mo* 
narch,  on  condition  of  his  departure.— But  not- 
withftanding  all  this,  and  though  Vere  was  to  be 
funiifhed  with  a  confiderable  retinue  to  attend  him 
in  his  expedition,  in  order  to  recover  the  lands 
which  the .  king  had  given  him  in  Ireland,  yet 
he  never  went  over  thither,  becaufe  he  could 
not  be  perfuaded  to  part  from  that  prince  who  had 
come  with  him  as  far  as  Wales.  Jn  confequence  of 
which,  Sir  John  Stanley  was  made  lord  deputy ; 
though  Vere  was  afterwards  made  marquis  of  Dub- 
lin and  duke  of  Ireland) 

In  Sir  John  Stanley's  time,  Roger  Mortimer, 
carl  of  March,  was  proclaimed  he;r  apparent  to 
the  crown ;  foon  after  Sir  John  was  recalled,  during 
whofe  abfence  Alexander  de  Balfcot,  bifliop  of 
.  Mcath,  was  appointed*  After  his  return,  O'Neal 
and  his  fons  made  a  fubmiflion  in  writing,  and 
gave  hoftages  for  their  allegiance. 

When  at  laft  the  parliament  became  fo  outrage- 
pus  againft  Vere,  on  account  of  the  regard  his 
mafter  (hewed  him,  that  he  was  obliged  to  fly, 
James  earl  of  Ormond  was  made  lord  juftice,  who 
flew  fix  hundred  of  the  Mac  Mahons  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny,  The  abfentees  were  now  ordered 
home,  and  feme  recruits  fent  y  and  the  duke  of 
Gloucefter  was  to  be  nominated  lord  lieutenant  of 
jrclaod,  but  the  king  rcfolving  to  go  thither  in 

pcrfon. 
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peribn^  altered  his  mind  afterwards,   and  forbade 
his  voyage. 

Having  fent  Sir  Thomas  Scrpop  before  him,  the 
kins  embarked  with  all  convenient  expedition,  and 
landed  with  a  great  army  at  Watcrford ;  but  find- 
ing that  there  was  a  chance  of  eftablifhing  peace 
without  the  ufe  of  the  fword,  and  that  the  Iri(h  had 
fome  caufes  of  grievance,  he  entered  into  negotiation 
with  them,  taking  their  fubmiffion,  and  obli^ng 
them  to  renew  their  oaths  of  allegiance. — Among 
the  reft,   Mowbray,  earl  of  Nottingham,  receiving 
a  fpecial  commiflion  to  take  the  homage  of  the 
Irifh  inhabitants  of  Leinfter,  Dona}d  O'Nolan  and 
many  others    made  their    fubmifiion   near  Car- 
low,  laying  alide  their  caps,  girdles,  and  fkeins, 
and  kneeling  down  in  the  field  (as  we  are  told)  be- 
fore the  earl.     And  at  this  time  alfo  they  bound 
themfelves  and  their  defccndants  to  fervc  the  king 
in  his  wars,  and  give  up  to  him  all  th<eir  landed 
pofleflions  in  Leinfter,  in  return  for  which  the  earl 
promifed  them  penfions  in  his  matter's  name,  and 
alfo  all  the  eftates  they  fhould  be  able  to  recover 
from  the  revolters  ;   a  piece  of  deep  policy,  which, 
by  letting  thfc  natives  at  variance  with  each  other, 
and  making  it  appear  their  intereft  to  continue 
fo,  was  the  ready  way,  if  it  took  efFe<5b,  to  anfwcr 
the  end  of  the  Englifli,  whilft  it  favcd  their  blood 
and  treafure.  ~  After  this  the  king  removed  to 
Drogheda,  where  he  received  the  oaths  of  0*Neal, 
prince  of  Ulfter,  with  the  fame  ceremonies  as  thoie 
with  which  the  earl  of  Nottingham  had  received 
thofe  of  O'Nolan  before^mcntioned. 

Thefe,  and  manv  other  fubmiffions  of  the  lame 
kind,  the  king  ordered  to  be  enrolled,  and  then 
wrote  to  his  uncle  the  duke  of  York  to  inform  him 
of  what  he  had  done,  intimating  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  infurreftions  of  the  Irifh  did  not  feem  al- 
ways to  have  been  always  without  caufe.-^He  added, 

thai 
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that  he  had  granted  them  a  truce  till  Eafter^  and 
defigned  to  give  them  a  general  pardon;  at  the 
fame  time  he  paid  the  duke  the  compliment  of  alk- 
ing  his  advice  in  a  matter,  concerning  which  he 
feemed  already  to  have  formed  his  refolucion. 
The  anfwer  was  fuch  as  might  have  been  ex* 

J>e6ted  j  namely.  That  notwithftanding  any  coun- 
el  that  might  formerly  have  been  given  upon  this 
occafion,  his  majeff y  being  prefent  on  the  fpot  was 
certainly  the  beft  judge  of  what  was  fit  to  be  done; 
they  added.  The  council  faw  nothing  amifs  ih 
the  fcheme,  provided  the  rebels  paid  fome  con- 
fidcrablc  fines  in  money,  towards  defraying  the 
cxpences  of  his  majpfty's  voyage,  and  took  out 
their  refpeftive  jpardons  within  a  linfiited  time; 
nay,  fpme  of  Richard's  chief  fubjedts  afterwards 
went  fo  far  as  to.  congratulate  him  on  the  paci- 
fication that  he  had  concluded  in  Ireland  ;  though, 
in  the  decline  of  this  prince's  fortune,  many  of 
thefe  faithlefs  men  m^dc  feveral  complaints  con- 
cerning this  expedition,  from  which  he  now  re- 
turned well  enough  pleafed  to  have  fettled  mat- 
ters by  the  pen  rather  than  the  fword,  and  to 
have  eftablilhed  many  regulations  both  in  the  ci- 
vil and  military  ftate  of  the  country.  Before 
the  king  left  Ireland,  he  knighted  feveral  great 
men,  and,  among  the  reft,  four  Irilh  kings,— of 
which  matter  I  fliall  jprefent  the  curious  reader 
with  the  following  account: 

"  Four  kings  of  feveral  provinces  of  Ireland 
that  fubmitted  themfelves"  to  Richard  the  Second 
were  put  under  the  care  of  Henry  Caftile,  an 
EngliUi  gentleman  that  fpoke  Irilh  well,  in  order  • 
to  prepare  them  for  knighthood.  By  the  king's 
command,  he  inforn)ed  them  of  the  Englilh 
tnanncfs,  in  regard  to  diet  apparel,  and  the 
like;  and  then  aflced  them.  Whether  they  were 
willing  to  take  the  order  which  the  king  of  Eng- 

VoL.  L  Y  land 
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land  would  give  them,  according  to  the  cuftonu 
of  England^  France,  and  other  countries.  They 
anfwered  at  firft,  that  they  were  knights  already, 
and  the  'order  they  had  taken  was  enough  for 
them,  and  that  they  were  made  knights  in  Ire- 
land when  they  were  fcven  years  old,  and  tb: 
every  king  made  his  fon  a  kftight,  and  that  if 
the  father  be  dead,  the  next  king  does  it  -,  and 
the  manner  of  it  was  thus :  —  The  new  kni^hr, 
at  his  making,  ran  with  (lender  lances  againu 
a  fhield,  fet  upon  a  (take  in  a  meadow;  ad 
the  more  lances  he  broke*  the  more  honour  con- 
tinued with  his  dignity.  But  Henry  Caftile  to!J 
them  they  ihould  receive  a  knighthood  with  more 
ilate  in  the  church,  and  afterwards  being  per- 
fuaded  and  infh-ufted  bjr  the  earl  of  Ormond  and 
others,  thejr  received  knighthood  at  Chrift-Church, 
Dublin,  after  having  performed  their  vigils  in  tt-s 
fame  church,  and  heard  mafs. — ^Therc  were  otkrs 
alfo  knighted  with  them ;  but  the  four  kings,  in 
robes  fuitable  to  their  (late,  fat  that  day  at  the 
fame  table  with  the  king. 

Richard,  having  (ettled  all  things  to  his  mind  for 
the  prefent,  returned  to  England,  and  Roger  Mor- 
timer was  fworn  lord  lieutenant,  who  entered  on 
a  peaceable  government.  Neverthele(s,  the  king 
being  departSl,  many  of  the  Iriih  entered  agsii 
into  a  ftate  of  war  with  the  Englifh,  which  was 
attended  with  confiderable  lofs  on  both  fides  ^  tk 
lord  lieutenant  himfelf  being  killed  by  the  O'Brians 
on  which  Roger  Gray  was  appointed  to  his  office  2S 
locum  tenens^  till  he  was  fucceeded  by  Thomas 
Holland,  duke  of  Surry,  who  at  length  gave  pbce 
to  the  king  himfelf-,  for  that  prince  being  defirous 
of  revenging  his  coufin's  death,  fet  fail  from 
England,  and  landed  at  Waterford  with  a  confider- 
able army,  in  the  year  thirteen  hundred  and  thim- 
nine,  from  whence  he  marched  to  Dublin,  wkhour 

meeting 
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mecring  with  any  other  obftacle  than  fuch  as  arofe 
from  pafling  through  a  waftc  and  defert  country, 
where  his  troops  were  much  diftrefled  for  the  want 
of  provjfions.  His  arrival  imparting  new  fpirit 
to  the  Englilh,  they  attacked  the  enemy  in  dif- 
ferent places,  and  gave  them  feveral  checks ;  the 
coufcqucnce  of  which  was,  that  Richard  received 
the  fubraiffion  of  fome  of  the  Irifli  lords  at 
Dublin,  and  flood  a  chance  again  for  putting 
things  into  a  better  jpofture  in  that  country,  when 
he  received  news  of  a  great  rebellion  raifed  agaipft 
him  in  England,  which  required  his  ithmediate 
departure. 

The  king,  before  he  failed  for  Ireland,  having 
fcized  the  eftate  of  his  dcceafed  uncle  John  of 
Gaunt,  whofe  fon  he  had  baniflicd,  the  latter 
being  informed  of  his  fovereign's  expedition,  no 
fooncr  heard  of  his  proceeding  upon  it,  than  after 
having  prepared  all  things  in  England  fo  as  to 
favour  his  fcheme,  he  embarked  from  Brittany 
with  three  fmall  (hips,  from  whence,  after  cruifuig 
for  fome  time  along  the  Englifli  coafts,  he  landed 
at  Ravenfprug  in  Yorkfhire,  where,  prcjcnding 
that  he  only  came  to  recover  the  eftate  which 
was  his  in  right  of  his  father,  (though  indeed 
he  had  a  much  higher  aim)  he  won  over  to 
his  caufc  the  lords  Rofs,  Willoughby,  and  others. 
-^Thecarl  of  Northumberland,  and  his  fon  Henry 
Piercy,  furnamed  Hotfpur,  inveigled  by  his  fair 
words,  joined  him  next,  as  did  the  earl  of  Wcft- 
moreland,  with  fuch  a  vaft  number  of  their  tenants 
and  vaifals  as  foon  made  up  no  inconfiderable 
army. 

When  the  duke  of  York  heard  of  this  infurreftion 
he  fent  fummonfes  to  the  lord  chancellor  Scropc, 
Sir  John  Bulhy,  Sir  Henry  Green,  Sir  William  Ba- 
got,  the  earl  of  Wiltfhire,  and  others,  to  meet  him 
in  council  at  London,  to  confult  what  was  to  be 
Y  2  done 
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done  to  defend  the  kingdom  from  the  attempts  of 
fo  formidable  an  enemy  as  Henry  of  Lancaftcr, 
who  was  the  very  idol  of  the  people.  But  un- 
fortunately Bufhy,  Bagot,  and  Green  being  much 
diflikcd  by  the  reft  ot  the  nobles,  as  well  as  by 
the  people,  the  military  men  aflembled  by  York, 
fcfufed  to  bear  arms  againft  Lancaftcr,  wIkj  mcet- 
'  ing  with  no  oppofition  entered  London  in  triumph, 
after  which,  hearing  that  his  uncle  had  broken  ha 
ftafF  of  office  and  was  retired  to  Berkeley  caftlc, 
he  followed  him,  and  by  his  hypocritical  arcs  in- 
veigled him  over  to  his  party,  and  was  actually 
joined,  through  his  means,  by  thofc  very  forces 
which  were  levied. againft  him..  After  this,  Hen- 
ry befieged  and  took  Briftol  caftle,  where  he 
butchered  the  earl  of  Wiltftiire,  Sir  John  Buihy, 
and  Sir  Henry  Green,  under  pretence  of  obliging 
the  people,  while  Sir  William  Bagot  efcaping  to 
Chefter,  waited  for  the  king's  arrival  to  inform 
him  of  thefe  mtladventurcs. 

Whatever  hafte  Richard  might  fuppofe  he  made 
to  England,  it  is  certain  he  loitered  in  Ireland  too 
long  for  his  own  intereft  ;  for  though  the  earl  of 
Salift)ury  whom  he  fent  over  to  colleft  an  army 
for  him  in  Wales  had  drawn  together  forty  thou- 
fand  men,  yet  when  this  unhappy  prince  arrived, 
the  firft  information  he  received  was  that  of  their 
difperfion.  Tired  of  waiting  for  him  beyond  the 
time  appointed  for  his  return,  they  could  no  lon- 
ger be  kept  together  by  all  the  art  or  perfuaficMi 
of  Salift>ury,  but  withdrew  every  one  to  his  own 
home.— —The  king  therefore,  finding  himfclf  thus 
abandoned,  and  hearing  of  the  great  progrcls  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  defertion  ot  his  uncle,  be- 
gan to  lofe  all  hope,  and  even  the  neceflary  pre- 
ience  of  mind  which  alone  could  prefervc  cither 
his  honour  or  his  life  in  fuch  an  exigency. — ^Hc 
could  neither  be  perfuaded  to  levy  frclh  troops, 

and 
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and  give  his  rebellious  coufin  battle,  nor  to  quit 
the  country  and  feek  for  fafety  and  afliftance  in 
other  places :  on  the  contrary  he  deferted  thofe 
forces  that  ftili  endeavoured  to  fupport  him,  and 
privately  withdrew  himfelf  with  a  few  followers  to 
the  cattle  of  Conway,  from  whence  he  fent  his 
brother  the    duke  of  Exeter,    together  with   the 

duke  of  Surry,  to  treat  with  Lancafter. But 

both  thefe  noblemen  were  made  prifoners.— 
Afterwards  the  king  was  amufed  with  f^ir  pro- 
mifcs,  till  he  was  furprifed  by  the  duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland, and,  in  the,  end  brought  pnfoner  to 
London,  where  many  articles  of  accufatiori  were 
exhibited  againfl:  fhim,  and  then  he  was  com- 
pelled to  refign  the  crown  which  was  placed  on 
the  head  of  his  artful  and  treacherous  coufin. — 
And  Richard  was  moved  firft  to  the  tower  of 
London,  and  afterwards  from  one  fortrefs  to  ano* 
ther  till  at  length  he  was  ftarved  to  death  in 
Pontefraft  caftle,  by  the  command  of  the  inhuman 
v.furpcr. 

Henry  of  Lancafter  rifing  upon  the  ruins  ofj^  y|^ 
Richard's  power,  was  crowned  on  the  thirteenth 
of  Oftober,  in  the  year  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  and  when  he  fucceeded  to  the  crown,  he 
made  Sir  John  Stanley  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, who,  being  called  into  England,  left  his  bro- 
ther Sir  William  his  deputy ;  he  furrcndered  his 
office  to  Stephen  Scroop,  a  perfon  chofen  to  pre-, 
pare  the  way  for  Thomas  duke  of  Lancafter,  wha 
was  inverted  with  the  digpity  of  high  fteward  of 
England. — He  had  fome  fuccefsful  engagements 
with  the  Irilh  in  which  many  of  the  latter  were 
(lain,  and  many  more  made  prifoners,  and  tho 
O'Birnes  and  others  furrendered  their  caftles  to 
him,  and  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  promifcd 
to  be  good  fubjefts  for  the  future,  He  likewifa 
punilhed  certain  enormities  committed  by  the  ling- 
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lift,  and  fecms  to  have  ruled  the  countiy  with 
a  high  hand ;  but  returning  to  England,  he  left 
Sir  Stephen  Scroop  his  deputy,  and  he  refigned 
to  Sir  James  Ormond,  who  was  appointed  lord 
juftice,  and  held  a  parliament,  at  which  the  fta- 
tuccs  of  Kilkenny  were  confirmed.  Some  fucccf- 
fes  againft  the  Scots,  who  carried  on  a  Ibrt  of 
piratical  war,  and  fome  depredations  committed 
upon  the  Welch,  mark  the  period  of  his  admi- 
niftration.  He  died  at  Gauran,  and  was  fucceed* 
ed  by  Gerald  earl  of  Kildare,  who  likewiie  had 
the  good  fortune  to  vanquifli  the  Irifli  in  feveral 
renncounters,  and  is  faid  with  the  affillance  of 
twenty  Engliihmcn,  to  have  defeated  two  hundred 
of  them. 
A.  D.  Sir  Stephen  Scroop  was  next  made  lord  de- 
puty, who  held  a  parliament  at  Dublin  in  Janu- 
ary, which  was '  not  finifhcd  till  the  fucceeding 
Lent,  at  Trim.  After  this  he  had  fome  fucceffcs 
in  the  territory  of  Mac  Morrough,  and  the  county 
of  Kilkenny. — This  lord  lieutenant  was  recalled  in 
June,  and  James  earl  of  Ormond  was  made  lord 
juftice,  who  held  a  parliament  at  Dublin,  which 
confirmed  the  ftatutes  of  Kilkenny  and  Dublin. 

To  this  gentleman  fuccceded  Thomas  carl  of 
Lancafler,  who  when  he  undertook  the  office  in« 
fifte:d  on  the  following  terms  : 

Firft,  To  hold  the  place  for  fevcn  years. 

Secondly,  To  have  five  hundred  men  at  arms, 
and  a  thoufand  archers  for  three  years. 

Thirdly,  To  have  a  year's  pay  in  hand,  and  af- 
terwards to  be  paid  every  half-year. 

Fourthly,  1  o  have  a  thoufand  marks  fer  an- 
num for  himfelf,  and  to  be  paid  his  charges  to  and 
from  England. 

Fifthly,  That  there  fliould  be  a  certain  fund  ap* 
pointed  for  the  pay. 

Sixthly, 
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Sixthly,  That  he  might  have  a  faipily  or  two 
at  the  king's  charge  out  of  every  parilh  in  Eng- 
land, to  inhabit  Ireland. 

Seventhly,  That  he  might  have  the  power  of 
granting  benefices,  as  well  4s  that  of  making  a 
deputy. 

Eighthly,  That  the  demefne  of  the  crown  might 
be  reUsmed,  and  the  a£ts  of  abfentees  executed. 

This  lord  lieutenant,  almofl:  immediately  upon 
his  arrival,  ordered  the  earl  of  Kildare,  and  three 
pcrfons  of  his  family  to  be  arrefted,  and  per- 
mitted the  earl's  goods  to  be  fpoiled,  keeping  him* 
fclf  in  prifon  tiU  he  had  extorted  three  hundred 
marks  from  him.— In  the  Ipring  having  occafion 
to  go  to  England^  he  left  Thomas  Butler,  prior 
of  Kilmanhaim  his  deputy.  Mac  Gillmore,^  a  fa* 
mous  Irifli  robber,  being  routed  during  this  ad« 
miniflration  by  the  Savages,  flew  for  fatety  to  the 
church  of  the  friars  minors  at  Carrickfci^s  i 
but  having  formerly  defaced  that  churchy  it  could 
now  yield  him  no  (heltcr  :  he  had  taken  the  iron 
bars  away  from  the  windows,  among  other  things, 
and  that  very  circumftancc  proved  his  dcftrudion, 
for  his  purfuers  entering  that  way  flew  him ;  and 
this  drath  he  every  way  defervsd  at  the  hands  of 
that  family  %  for  when  he  had  taken  one  of  them 
prifoncr,  agreeing  upon  a  ranfom  of  two  thoufand 
n:arks,  he  promifcd  to  let  him  at  liberty  if  his 
brother  would  become  hoftage;  but  when  he  had 
found  means  to  get  both  of  them  into  his  power 
and  befidcs  received  the  ranfom,  he  murdered  them 
without  remorfc,  and  was  now  overtaken  by  a 
jull  vengeance,  for  the  execrable  deed,— This 
ytrar  the  king  gave  the  fword  to  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin, and  changed  their  provoit  into  a  mayor. — 

The  lord  juftice  was  now  eftablidied,  and  after 

having  fettled  fome  matters  in  parliament  (where, 

anicngft  other  ordinances^  it  was  declared  treafon 

Y  4  to 
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to  take  Coignc  and  Livery)  he  proceeded  to  bcfiege 
fomc  of  the  caftles  of  the  Irifli,  which  he  took  •, 
but  fctting  out  to  invade  the  country  of  the 
O'Birncs,  at  the  head  of  an  army  chiefly  com- 
pofed  of  Irifh  Kerns ;  out  of  fifteen  hundred 
pf  thcfe,  eight  hundred  going  over  to  the  enemy, 
he  was  baffled  in  his  enterprize,  and  returned  with 
inuch  difficulty,  after  having  loft  John  Dr  Patrick, 
a  perfon  of  fome  confideration,  and  having  aban- 
doned the  field  to  the  enemy. 

In  the  two  fqcceeding  years  the  Irifti  were  up 
\n  arms,  and  0*Tool  and  Thomas  Fitz  Maurice, 
the  (heriff*  x)f  Limerick  killed  p ach  other  in  fingle 
combat.— 

After  all  that  has  been  faid  concerning  the  Irifh 
affairs  in  the  time  of  Henry  the  Fourth  i?  is  plaia 
f  hey  were  but  little  attended  to ;  and  the  caufe  was 
as  it  had  often  been,  that  the  troubles  in  En- 
gland, fufficicntly  employed  the  king  and  parlia- 
ment  at  home,  of  v;hich  I  fhall  fpeak  fomcthing 
before  I  clofe  the  account  of  this  reign. 

It  has   been  already  remarked  that  Henry  of 

JL.ancafter  obtained  the  crown  by  treafon,  by  ufur- 

pation,  and  ^  breach  of  the  moft  folemn  oaths  and 

engagements,  having  publicly  declared  when  he 

landed  at  Ravenfprug,  that  he  came  with  no  other 

intcnrion  than  that  of  regaining  the  eftates  of  his 

deceafed  father  John  of^-Ghcnt,  which  were  un- 

juftly  wit}ihcid  from  him ;   whereas  he  proceeded, 

as  foon  as  he  foqnd  himfelf  ftropg  enough,  to  fcize 

the  king's  towns,    to  inveigle  over  fomc  of  his 

officers,  and  butcher  others,  and  finally  to  imprifon 

and  contrive  the  death  of  his   fovereign,    which 

was  moft  harbaroijfly  brought  about  by  his  means. 

There  is  no  wonder  that  the  reign  of  this  ufurper, 

though  he  had  got  himfelf  artfully  acknowledged  by^ 

fhe  eftates  of  the  kingdom,  and  pretended  to  hoU 

\ns  crown  by  the  fpccioys  title  of  eleftion,  fliould  he 
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full  of  diforder  and  confufion. — ^Whcn  the  minds  of 
the  people  that  had  been  ftirred  up  by  the  in- 
ftruments  of  faftion  began  to  cool  a  little,  they 
faw  through  a  different  medium  the  views  and  de- 
figns  of  this  ambitious  prince.     And,  as  is  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes,  fome  of  his  former  favourites  who 
thought  themfelves  ill  recruited  for  their  fervices 
which  had  helped  to  raife  him    to    the   throne, 
were  the  firft  to   come  to  a  rupture  with  him. 
Edmund  earl  of  Mortimer  had  been  taken  prifon- 
cr  by  Owen  Glcndower,  a  famous  Wdch  chief- 
tain, and  Henry  rejoiced  at  the  event,  which  he 
thought  would  remove  a  competitor  for  the  crown 
out  of  his  way,  concerning  whofe  fate  he  there- 
fore gave  himfelf  no  trouble,  but  was  very  fo- 
licitous  about  lord  Grey,  who  had  fallen  into  the 
fame  hands,  and  at  length  obtained  his  ranfom.  — 
However  it  was  in*  vain  that  the  king  levied  his 
troops,  to  revenge  the  difgrace  of  the  Englifli  upr 
on  tne  3ntons  -,    he  was  thrice  baffled,    and  ob- 
liged to  fit  down  with  lofs    and   difappointment^ 
—But  in  the  mean  time  the  Englifli  arms  fuc- 
ceeded  better  in  another  quarter,  and  yet  to  the 
confequences  of  this  fuccefs  the  king  owed  the 
greatcft  difficulties  and  dangers  of  his  reign. 
Henry  Piercy,  furnamed  Hotfpur,  the  fon  of  the 
great  Northumberland,   who  had  joined  him  on 
his  firft  arrival  in    England,    had    at  this  time 
gained  a  viftory  over  a  body  of  Scots  at  Holme- 
don  hill,  and  had  made  Archibald  ead  of  Doug- 
las, Mordake  earl  of  Fife,  and  fome  other  perfons 
of  note  prifoners. — The  king,  when  he  received 
the  news  of  this  aftion,  difpatched  q  meflage  to  the 
Piercies,  forbidding  them  to  ranfom  their  captives, 
and  fome  time  after  even  went  fo  far  as  to  fend 
an  order  to  deliver  them  up  to  him.     As  the  dif- 
pofal  of  fuch  prifoners  was  at  that  time  a  matter  of 

honour 
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honour  and  ad^rantage,  and  a  right  underftood  to 
be  lodged  in  the  viftors,  Northumberland,  when 
next  he  met  the  king,  inftead  of  complymg  with 
his  demand,  expoftulated  with  him  on  the  injuf- 
tice  of  it ;  but  he  foon  found  he  was  not  now 
fpeaking  to  Henry  of  Lancafter,  but  to  the  king 
of  England,  who  expreflcd  the  grcatcft  difappro- 
bation  of  his  conduct,  and  even  checked  him  for 
his  freedom  of  difcourfe.  Northumberland  juftly 
offended  at  this  anogince,  withdrew  in  dileuft, 
and  concerting  matters^with  his  fon  Piercy^  and  his 
uncle  Thomas,  carl  of  W orceftcr,  diey  cftablilhed 
a  correfpondence  with  Mortimer,  who  had  by  this 
time  married  Owen  GIendowcr*s  daughter,  pro- 
mifmg  to  fet  him  on  the  Englifh  throne,  which 
he  was  really  heir  to ;  and  inllead  of  delivering 
up  their  Scottifh  prifoners  to  the  king,  releaied 
them  without  ranfom,  on  condition  of  their  levying 

men  to  ferve  them  in  tiv.ir  wars  againft  him. 

In  effe£t,  having  ukcn  all  pofllble  precautions  to 
contrive  a  jundion  of  the  fcveral  bodies  of  troops 
they  could  raife,  by  an  appointed  time,  the  con- 
federates at  Icn-rth  openly  renounced  their  alli- 
ance, avowed  their  purpofe  of  dethroning  Henry, 
and  publilhed  manifeftos  which  contained  many 
juft  accufations  agiaiaft  him,  though,  probably  aggra- 
vated by  the  hatred  they  had  conceived  of  him 
for  his  ungrateful  behaviour.  The  king  anfwered 
thefe  manifeftos  as  well  as  he  was  able,  and,  having 
coUedbed  a  body  of  troops  for  an  expedition  in- 
to Wales,  he  ufed  them  on  this  occafion  to  op- 
pole  the  confederates  ; — his  whole  fortune  now  de- 
pended on  one  cait,  and  if  he  had  not,  luckily  for 
himfclf,  followed  the  advice  of  a  Scotch  refugee 
to  march  inftantly  to  Shrewlbury  with  his  army, 
Piercy,  who  had  dually  invcfted  that  place, 
would  foon  have  been  joined  by  Owen  GlendoWcr, 
and  then  it  is  probable  their  fortune  'would   have 

increafed 
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incrcafed  as  his  declined,  and  he  muft  have  taken 
leave  of  his  ill-gotten  royalty.  But  having  adopted 
this  falutary  counfel,  he  came  in  time  to  raife  the 
fiege,  and  Piercy  retiring  from  the  town,  pre- 
pared for  a  general  battle,  being  too  ardent  to 
engage  his  enemy  to  wait  for  any  rc-inforcements. 
Henry  was  now  ftruck  with  fear,  and  almoft  hum- 
bled to  the  duft  i  he  would  gladly  have  come  to  an 
accommodation  with  the  confederates,  and  demand* 
ing  a  parley,  fent  fuch  offers  to  Piercy,  by  his  un- 
cle the  earl  of  Worcefter,  as  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility have  been  accepted,  but  that  the  latter,  (as 
he  thought  very  prudently)  did  not  properly  re- 
prefcnt  them  to  his  nephew,  who  inftantly  gave 
battle  to  the  royalifls  ;  but  having  feparated  him- 
felf  from  his  troops,  in  order  to  make  fure  of 
the  king*s  deftruftion  by  breaking  in  upon  his 
guard,  he  was  flain,  his  ally  Douglas  taken  pri- 
foncr,  and  the  army  routed  with  a  terrible  flaugh- 
ter  J  though  not  without  leaving  lafting  marks  of 
their  vengeance  among  their  enemies,  who  loft 
many  perlbns  of  great  valour  and  diftinftion,  and 
had  above  fifteen  hundred  men  killed,  and  near 
three  thoufand  miferably  wounded  in  this  battle.  * 
The  king  himfelf  narrowly  efcaped  with  life  at 
the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  and  the  prince 
of  Wales  was  hurt  with  an  arrow  in  the  field, 
while  he  was  defperately  fighting  in  defence  of 
his  father. — Worcefter,,  Sir  Richard  Vernon,  and 
others  of  the  confederates  who  were  taken  prifo- 
ners  in  this  a(5tion  were  put  to  death,  but  Doug- 
las was  once  more '  fcnt  ranfomlefs  home,  on  ac- 
count of  his  extraordinary  valour. 

Henry  having  been  fo  near  loHn^  his  crown 
and  life,  in  return  for  his  ingratitude  to  the 
Piercies,  began  now  to  affed  a  Ihew  of  moderation, 
as  he  well  knew  the  battle  of  Shrefbury  could  not 

have 
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have  excingui(hed  the  embers  of  civil  war  in  fuch 
a  manner  but  that  the  breath  of  relentment  might 
blow  them  again  into  a  flame.  He  therefore  took 
Northumberland  again  into  favour,  even  aflifted 
in  reconciling  him  with  fome  of  his  private  enemies, 
and  affefted  to  treat  with  great  moderation  all  the 
confederates  who  were  not  aftually  found  in  arms 
againft  him.— »But  as  the  people  were  by  this  time 
acquainted  with  the  king's  temper,  they  rightly 
judged  all  thefe  favours  to  be  mere  virtues  of  nc- 
ceflity,  and  received  them  accordingly.  The  re- 
port conftantly  circulated  among  the  people,  that 
Richard  was  ftill  alive,  though  Henry  well  enough 
knew  it  to  be  falfe,  yet  worked  him  great  an- 
noyance.——There  were  many  grievances  com- 
plained of  by  the  nobles,  and  whenever  any  thing 
was  ftarted  againft  the  government,  it  was  fure  to 
find  abettors. — Another  mfurrcftion  was  railed,  in 
which  the  archbifliop  of  York,  Thomas  Mpwbray, 
and  the  lord  Haflings  and  others,  once  more  at- 
tempted, under  the  aufpices  of  Northumberland, 
to  dethrone  the  king;  but  the  principal  of  thefe 
noblemen,  together  with  the  arcnbifhop,  were  en- 
trapped in  a  fnare  by  a  ftratagem  of  the  earl  of 
WcftmoFeland,  and  afterwards  executed  as  traitors. 
— Yet  even  after  this,  a  battle  was  fought  againft 
the  king  at  Bramham  Moor,  wherein  the  earl  of 
Northumberland  loft  his  life;  and  Owen  Glendowcr 
continued  ftill  very  troublefome ;  though  at  length 
being  reduced  by  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  being  de- 
ferted  by  his  followers,  died  in  obfcurity.— -Bcfides 
all  thb,  Henry  was  often  embroiled  abroad,  and  ne- 
ver knew  what  it  was' to  enjoy  the  comfort  and  fa- 
tisfaftion  of  that  ftate  which  he  had  facrificed  every 
tie  of  honour  and  humanity  to  get  poflcflion  of. 

His  troubkfome  reign  was  at  laft  fliortened  by 

death,  at  a  time  when  he  entertained  the  thoughts 

i*  expiating  his  crimes  by  taking  part  in  the  holy 

war, 
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war,  which  was  fo  much  the  fafliion  of  thofe  days. 
As  he  grew  nearer  to  his  end,  he  never  would 
reft  without  the  crown  bein^  placed  by  him, 
which  his  fon,  the  prince  of  Wales,  one  day  took 
away,  imagining- him  to  be  dead,  whereupon,  reco- 
vering from  a  long  fwoon,  he  caufed  the  prince 
to  be  called,  and  rebuked  him  for  his  hafte  in 
taking  away  the  crown,  who  in  his  defence  al- 
ledged,  what  was  really  the  truth,  adding, — ^**  I 
took  the  crown  as  my  inheritance,  but  now  I  fee 
you  alive,  I  reftore  it  with  much  more  pleafure, 
and  may  God  grant  you  tnany  happy  days  to  enjoy 
it  with  peace/*  On  which,  it  is  faid,  Henry  ex- 
claimed, "  O,  my  fon,  GckI,  who  knows  how  I 
came  by  it,  I  hope  will  pardon  me."-— The  Ibn  re- 
plied, in  the  fpirit  of  a  warrior.  That  he  had  little 
Dufinefe-  to  enquire  into  that  matter-,  but  as  it  now 
defcended  to  nim,  he  was  refolved  to  defend  it 
as  his  father  had  done,  that  is  to  fay,  by  the 
fword. 

Henry,  who  was  at  the  fame  time  a  very  wife 
prince,  and  a' very  wicked  man,  died  at  laft  in  great 
feeming  concern  for  thofe  crimes  which  he  had  never 
fcrupled  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of.— He  expired'  in  the 
Jerufalem  Chamber  at  Weftminfter,  in  rhe  year 
fourteen  hundred  and  thirteetl,  thereby  fulfilling,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  vulgar,  an  idle  prediftion.  That 
he  fhould  die  in  Jerufalem,  which,  however,  Henry 
had  always  underftood  to  mean  the  Holy  Land, 
whither  he  was  on  the  point  of  making  an  expe- 
dition in  perfon.  ^ 

Henry  of  Monmouth  next  fucceded  his  fa-  "«*n^  ^• 
ther  on  the  Englilh  throne,  by  the  title  of  Henry 
the  Fifth,  and  refting  his  claim  on  his  fuccefllon  to 
the  laft  poffeCbr  of  the  crown,  which  he  received 
on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  amldft  the  general  ac- 
clamations of  the  people,  who,  notwithfbnding  the 

wildnefs 
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wildnefs  of  his  youth,  promifcd  thcmfelvcs  much 
happincfs  iinder  his  government. 

To  return  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland^—- Soon  after 
the  accc0ion  of  Henry  the  Fifth,  the  prior  of  Kil- 
manhaim  gare  place  to  Sir  John  Stanlcyt  who  was 
made  lord  lieutenant  i  but,  dying  at  Ardce  on  the 
fucceedins  fummer  the  nobility  eleded  Thomas 
Crawley  lord  juftice,  who  had  been  twice  chan- 
cdlor,  and  was  then  archbifhop  of  Dublin,  and 
who  held  a  parlianaent  at  Dublin  that  year. 

The  Iriih  were  up  in  arms  as  ufual,  and  the 
lord  juflice  marched  zgmntt  them  i  but  being  more 
accuflomed  to  pravmg  than  to  fighon^  be  left 
others  to  .engage  tne  enemy,  while  he  attended  to 
his  devotions.  Honveyer,  his  people  gave  them  a 
check  for  that  time ;  but  it  was  ibon  found,  by 
their  fucqefies  in  other  pares,  that  a  military  and  an 
.a£Uv€  man  was  neceflary  to  keep  order  in  fuch  a 
ftate  as  that  of  Ireland. — And  fuch  a  one  was  fcnt 
over  in  the  perfon  of  Sir  John  Talbot  lord  Fur- 
nival,  who  was  next  made  Jord  lieutenant,  and 
immediately  upon  his  arrival,  made  a  kind  df  mi- 
litary progrefs  through  the  Pale,  and  reduced  fome 
of  the  Inih  chieftains  tofue  fur  peace }  but  the 
army  being  ill  paid,  and  he  having  brought  no 
force  from  England,  no  great  things  in  the  mi- 
litary way  could  either  be  atchieved  or  expedtcd. 

In  the  mean  time  king  Henrv  was  employed 
on  his  expedition  to  France,  and,  in  the  year  four- 
teen hundred  and  fifteen,  gained  a  great  victory 
over  the  French  at  Agincourt,  while  the  native 
Irifh  were  employed  in  burning  and  plundering 
the  poflTcflions  of  his  fubjefirs  in  Ireland,  during 
the  feflion  of  the  parliament  at  Dublin,  which  was 
afterwards  adjourned  to  Trim,  where  it  fat  for 
feven  days,  and  granted  his  majcfty  a  fubfidy. 

There  iiad  been  an  aft  paffcd  for  the  return  of 
Irilhmcn  of  feveral  denominations  to  their  own 

country, 
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cooBDy,  xad  zisw  vxsc  wis  xdx^kt^  w^jert-bv  h 

was  ordaittd,  •*  Tic  aui  rrcibiibc^;^  ir^vX^ 
abbots,  ani  pricRrs  of  dx  Irikh  sidia.  r:bci$  to  c>c 
kiii^  dac  ib^^iki  rsskc  xnr  coH&oco  cr  pcde5:> 
nmr  to  hciffirrt  r:  InckDi,  or  hnz^  vidi  ui^cn 
any  Iiifli  srbeus  among  the  En&Jr:TKa  to  die  pjar- 
liamoit.  co*j3dss»  or  ocbcr  a£cinbixs^  ^vndun  the 
fame  land,  to  kjxTv  die  Scssc  of  the  £iiglilT:nK]v 
their  temponlincs  fbould  be  iczcd  till  :H(t  line  la 
the  kiisgy  and  that  the  govemors  ctf^  Ireland  be 
defended  ar.d  redisiocd  troca  grandng  luch  bctxs 
fices  or  pardons  in  the  calc,  t^  Iriih  perkms  not 
Engliih,  and  that  luch  licences  ibould  be  Toid*^ 

In  the  year  fourteen  hundred  and  nineteen  th^ 
lord  lieutenant  razed  the  caftle  of  Kenur.  He  havl 
alio  taken  Mac  Morroo^h  prilbner,  as  did  alio  lord 
\ViIliamBui]gh  by  O'Kclly,  and  killed  a  nuniber 
of  Irifiunen  in  Connaught. 

But  now,  bdng  lent  for  to  England^  the  lord 
lieutenant  fubftinited  his  brother  Richwd  Talbo% 
archbifhop  of  Dublin,  lord  deputy,  who  held  a  par- 
liament at  Naas,  which  granted  another  fubfidy. 

James  carl  of  Ormond  coming  oyer  lord  lieuce*   a.  q. 
nant,   firft  hdd  a  council  at  Dublin,  which  met   H^o 
him  accordingly  on  the  7th  of  June,   and  was 
very  liberal  in  granting  laigcr  fubdciics  than  the 
former  one. 

This  year  he  took  Golmolin  caftle,  and  the  par« 
Eamenc  met  again  accordmg  to  adjournment^  and 
appointed  commiilioners  to  go  to  the  king,  to  deQre 
reformation  of  tbeftate  of  Ireland  )— the  bifhopof 
Caihell  was  likewifc  acculed  before  the  parliament, 
and  thirty  articles  exhibited  againft  him.  And 
there  was  alio  a  great  difpute  between  Adam  Pory, 
bilhop  of  Cloync,  and  another  billiop  %  but  it  ap- 
pears that  the  former  accuiadon  was  fupprefiaj, 
and  the  other  b\i(inefs  was  referred  to  Rome  for  a 
determinadon. 

At 


336       HISTORY     of    IRELAND. 

At  this  time  the  lord  juft ice's  fervants  were  at- 
tacked and  defeated  by  the  Irifli ;  but,  in  revenge 
for  this  affront,  the  lord  jufticc  invaded  the'country 
of  CyMore  and  routed  his  people,  obliging  them 
to  come  and  fue .  for  peace. — But  O^Dempfcy  in- 
vaded the  Pale,  and  took  a  caftlc  from  the  earl  of 
Kildare ;  and  Mac  Mahon  burned  and  deftroyed 
Urgyle,  till  the  lord  juftice  gave  him  a  check  and 
obliged  him  to  fubmiffion. 

While  things  were  thus  fituated,  in  the  year 
fourteen  hundred  and  twenty-two,  Henry  the  Fifth 
died  in  France  of  a  dyfenccry.  He  exhibited  as 
great  an  example  of  courage  in  death  as  he  had 
done  in  life,  and  declaring  that  he  had  a  dear  con- 
fcience,  he  prefcrved  a  chearful  countenance  to  the 
laft,  and  expired  with  the  greatefl:  fcrenity,  making 
it  his  boaft,  that  his  reign,  though  (hort,  had  been 
glorious,  and  excufing  the  fcenes  of  bloodfhed  he 
had  occafioned  in  France,  by  laying  them  to  the 
charge  of  the  natives  of  that  nation,  who,  as  he 
^Hedged,  had  drawn  all  thefe  evils  upon  them- 
felves,  by  controverting  the  juftice  of  his  tide. 
Though  this  was  falfe  reafoning,  yet  it  is  certain 
"^  '  that  Henry  was  in  a  ftate  of  the  atmoft  tranquiliry 
is  to  the  concerns  of  his  confcience,  though  he  ex- 
-jpreffed  fome  un'eafinefs  with  regard  to  the  heir 
df  the  crown,  who  was  then  a  minor. 

That  prince  was  procUimed  by  the  rtame  of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  when  he  was  no  niore  than  nine 
'  months  old,,  and  writs  for  the  caDmg  of  a  pariia- 
ment  were  iflued  irt  his  name,  by  hi^  uncle  the  duke 
of  Gloucefter.  But  though  Gloucefter  had  bcfen 
appointed  regent  bv  the  deceafed  king,  yet  tlK; 
parliament  beftowed  this. office  on  the  duke  of 
Bedford,  who  wasliis  elder  brother. — And  Thomas 
Beaufort,  duke  of  Exeter,  and  his  brother  Henry, 
bi(hop  of  Winchefter,  were  nomirmted  to  take  chai^ 
of  the  young  king's  education, 

James 
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James  earl  of  Ormond  was  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland  at  the  acceflion  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  but 
Toon  after  Edmund  Mortimer^  carl  of  March,,  came 
over  in  the  famie  capacity ;  he  died  of  the  plague^ 
bnd  now,  during  the  fucceffidh  of  five  different  per- 
fons  to  the  fame  high  office.*  Nothing  reipark^ 
able  Occurs  in  the  "niftbry^  except  the  cafe  of 
the  prior  of  L^nthohy.— The  cafe  was  this :  A 
judgment  in  the  Common  Pleas  being  removed  to 
the  Infli  parliament)  was  affirnied  there  j  oh  whichi 
a  writ  6t  error  was  fent  frorh  England ;  but  the 
king's  bench  in  England  would  not  take  cognlfance 
of  a  judgement  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  re- 
verfe  it  j  and  therefore  the  prior  petitioned  the  king 
that  the  record  might  be  tranfriaitted  to  the  houfe 
of  lords  in  England,  there  to  be  examined. 

Several  other  gentlemen  were  appointed  lord 
lieutenants,  of  whom  we  hear  as  little  as  of  the 
former.-f  But  James  earl  of  Ormond  being  ap- 
pointed in  the  year  fourteen  himdred  and  thirty- 
three,  received  a  writ  to  ejeft  John  Corhwalfli,  and 
to  place  Michael  Braffin  chief  baron  in  his  room^ 
becaufe  the  king  had  granted  hini  thit  office  for 
life,  though  the  other  had  received  a  patent  of  a 
prior  date  from  Ormond. — ^Ar  this  time,  James  earl 
of  Defmond  obtained  a  ftrange  privilege ;  for  after . 
having  received  the  cuftody  of  the  towns  of  Wa- 
terford,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Kerry,  he  had  full 
leave  granted  him  to  abfenn  himfelf,  during  life, 
from  5l  future  parliaments,  on  account  of  the 
ncccflity  there  was  for  him  to  attend  his  charge,  and 
the  danger  that  he  might  be  in  from  the  king's 
enemies,  if  he  fhould  conftandy  appear  in  thofe 

*  John  Tori  Talbot,  Jamn  earl  of  Ormond,  Sir  John  Gtey,  Kdward 
Danuy,  Sir  Joho  Sntton,  and  Sir  Thomas  S^aoge^  whom  the  laft  neA'* 
tioned  \th  his  deputy. 

t  Thcf^  w^  Sir  Thoffltt  Stahtey,  iftd  Sir  Cbrifto{>h«r  ^loaket,  RtchiTrd 
TiW,  archbifliop  of  Dublio,  and  lord  Wells. 

Vol.  I.  .        Z  public 
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public  aflemblies.  At  this  tinoc  there  wepe  likewife 
great  difturbaAces  between  the  Talbots  and  the 
Butlers.  —And  fome  who  wanted  to  have  the  lord 
lieutenant  removed,  fucceeded  fo  well  in  their  com- 
plaints againft  him,  that  they  got  him  removed, 
though  with  honour,  and  John  Talbot,  carl  of 
Shrewlbury,  eftablifhed  in  his  place^  who  going  over 
to  England,  accufed  Ormond  of  treaibn,  but  the 
accufation  was  void.  This  matter  produced  much 
ill  blood  between  the  two  parties,  and  one  challenge 
to  the  combat;  but  the  kinginterpofing,  put  a 
ftop  to  it. 

Richard  duke  of  York  was  removed  from  the 
regency  of  France  to  be  appointed  lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  which  was  done  in  order  to  fend 
Somerfct  over  in  his  room  to  France — Before  the 
duke  accepted  the  place  he  caufed  an  inftrument 
to  be  drawn  up  to  bind  the  kin^  and  goveminent 
.  to  certain  conditions,  of  which  the  following  is  the 
fubftance. 

Firft,  That  he  Ihould  be  the  king's  lieutenant 
in  Ireland  for  ten  years. 

Secondly,  That,  to  fupport  the  charge  of  that 
country,  he  Ihould  receive  the  whole  revenue  with- 
out account. 

Thirdly,  That  he  Ihould  be  fupplied  widi 
treafurc  out  of  England  in  this  manner  :  four  thou- 
fand  marks  for  the  firft  year,  of  which  he  Ihould 
have  two  thoufand  pounds  before  hand  -,  and  re- 
ceive two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  during  the 
nine  fucceeding  years. 

Fourthly,  That  he  might  let  the  king's  lands  to 
farm,  and  place  add  difplace  the  king's  ofEcers  at 
his  pleafure. 

Fifthly,  That  he  might  levy  what  number  of 
foldiers  he  thought  fit. 

Sixthly,  That  he  might  nuke  a  deputy,  and  re- 
turn at  his  pleafure. 

ret 
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..  Yet  after  all  thefe  ftipulations,  it  neither  appears 
that  the  duke  brought  over  a  great  army  nor  that 
the  government  enabled  him  to  fupport  one  in  the 
ifland  -,  however^  though  he  complained  loudly  of 
thefe  things  yet  it  is  probable  that  he  faw  there  was 
a  likelihood  of  their  ferving  his  purpofes  at  fome 
future  period. 

As  he  was  a  man  of  valour  and  addrefs,  he 
foon  began  even  with  all  thefe  difadvantages  to 
inake  a  figure  in  Ireland — and  he  held  two  parlia- 
ments in  the  year  fourteen  hundred  fifty^  which 
feemed  to  tend  to  a  reformation  of  many  evils 
in  the  civil  government^  to  which  fome  hiftorians  fay 
they  were  partly  ftimulated  by  a  complaining  letter 
fcnt  the  lord  lieutenant  by  tht  inhabitants  of  Mun- 
ftcr,  to  which  being  fomewhat  remarkable  1  (hall 
give  a  place  in  this  hiftory — It  is  as  follows  : 

"  It  may  pleafe  your  wifdoms  to  have  pity  of  us* 
the  king's  poor  fubjedks  within  the  county  of  Cork* 
or  elfe  we  be  caft  away  foi"  ever  5   for  where  there 
^^  in  this  county  thofe  lords  by  name,   befides 
knights^  cfquircs,  gentlemen  and  yeomenj  to  a  great 
number,    that  might  fpend  yearly  eight  hundred 
pounds,  fix  hundred  pounds*  four  hundred  pounds* 
two  hundred  pounds*  two  hundred  pounds,   one 
hundred    pounds*    one   hundred  marks*     twenty 
pounds,    twenty  marks,  ten  pounds,   fome  more^ 
fome  lefs,  to  a  great  nunriber*  befides  thofe  lords 
following ;  firft  the  lord  marquis  Carew,  his  year-i 
ly  revenues,  were,  befides  Dareey  Haven  and  other 
creeks*  two  thoufand  two  hundred  pounds  fterlin^i 
The  lord  Bamewale  of  Bear-haven,  his  yearly  reti- 
lue  befides  Bear-haven  and  other  creeks*  fixteen 
lundred  pounds  fterling.     The  lord  Uggan  of  the 
jreat .  caftle^    his   yearly  revenues  were*    befides 
ijivens  and  creeks,   one  thoufand  three  hundred 
)ounds  fterling.     The  lord  Bulram  of  Emfarle,  his 
tarly  revenues  were,   befides  havens  and  creeks* 
Z  2  one 
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one  thoufand  three  hundred  pounds  ftcrling.  The 
lord  Courcy  of  Kijlbreton,  his  yearly  revenues,  be- 
fides  havens  and  creeks,  one  thoufand  five  hunditd 

Sounds  fterling.  The  lord  Mandevil  of  Barnhcly, 
is  yearly  revenues  befides  havens  and  creeks,  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  pounds  fterling.  The  lord 
Arundel  of  the  Strand,  his  yearly  revenues,  befides 
havens  and  creeks,  were  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds  fterling.  The  lord  Baron  of  the  Gtiatd, 
his  yearly  revenues  befides  havens  and  creeks,  one 
thoufand  one  hundred  pounds  fterKog.  The  lord 
Sleynie  of  Baltimore,  his  yearly  revenue  befidts 
havens  and  creeks  amounted  to  eight  hundred  pouads 
ftcrling. 

The  k)rd  Roche  of  Pool  Cattle,  his  yearly  re- 
venues^  befides  havens  and  creeks,  one  thoufand 
pounds  fterling.  The  king's  majefty  baih  the  lands 
of  the  late  young  Barry  by  forfeiture,  the  yearly  re- 
venues whereof  befides  two  rivers  and  creeks,  md  ill 
other  cafuaUies,  is  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  pounds 
fterling.  And  at  the  end  of  this  parliament  your 
lordfhip  with  the  kings  moft  noble  council,  may 
oome  to  Cork,  and  call  before  you  alt  chofe  lords  and 
other  Irifhmen,  and  command  in  pain  of  lofst>f  life 
lands  and  goods  that  never  af»y  of  them  do  make  war 
upon  ahocber  without  licence  or  commandment  of 
you  my  lord  deputy  and  the  kingi  council }  for  die 
utter  deftrudlion  of  thefe  parts  Is  by  thiat  only  caofe;— 
and  once  all  the  Irifiimei^  and  the  king*^  enemies 
were  driven  into  a  great  valley,  called  Glanchought, 
betwixt  two  great  mountains,  called  Maicbrte  or  the 
leprous  ifland,  and  there  they  lived  long  and  many 
years,  with  their  white  meat,  till  at  the  laft,  thefe 
Englifl^  lords  fell  at  variance  among  themfelves,  and 
then  the  weakeft  part  took  cenain  Iriflimen  to  take 
their  fide,  and  fo  vanquifhed  his  enemy  %  and  thus 
fell  the  Englifh  lords  at  variance  amongft  themielves 
till  the  IriOimea  were  ftronger  than  t^y  and  drove 

tbc0 
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them  awbf  zui  now  hate  the  whok  cduntty  under 
them,  but  that  t to  lord  Roche,  tteiordCou^y,  and 
fhe  told  Sarpy,  only  remam  wkb  tM  teaft  part  of 
their  sniBeeftoP9  poflBsfllons,  Md  young  Sai^y  »  there 
upon  ciie  kings  ponion,  paying  hi^  graee  nevep  a 
penny  of  rent — Wherefore  we,  rfio  kings  poor  fub- 
jeds  of  the  ckyof  Cork,  Kinfitie  andYoughail,  de- 
fire  your  lordftip  to  fend  hvriier  two  good  juftices^ 
to  fee  this  matter  ordered,  and  feme  EngiiCh  captains 
with  turemcy  Eagti(hmef},  that  may  be  captains  Over 
in  alK; '  aad  we  will  rife  with  them^  t^  redi-eft  thofe 
enormitks,  all  ax  our  owif  cofts(  andif  you  do  nor, 
we  be  all  caft^  away,  and  then  fareMll  Munfter  for 
ever,,  and  if  you  will  nor  come  nor  fend  we  will  fend 
over^  to  our  liege  lord  the  king^  and  eompiain  of  yon 
all.'*-^- 

Tbe  lord  Imtfienant  returnirtg  t5  Ehgtand  left 
James  eailofOrmond  his  deputy,  who  being  him- 
folf^  aiftorwafds  made  lord  lieiKenane,  wdiit  over  to 
England  Hkewift,  leaving  John  Mey,  afthbifliop  of 
Ardmagh  his  deputy  ;  but  the  Englifii  government 
not  bang  pleafed  wj«h  this  appoinrtnenr,  Thomas 
earl  of  Kildare  wa0  made  deputy,  who  for  rendered  to 
Sir  Edward  li^it^  Euftace,  wboiri  Richard  duke  of 
York  thought  fh  to  appoint* 

By  this  time  that  ambitious  nobleman  had  got 
bimfeif  declared  protedor  of  Eng)and-^Henry  who 
was  a  weak  prince^  had  very  unadviftdfy  Brft  entrUfl!- 
ed  York  (who  had  a  claim  to  the  crown  which  hs 
could  not  be  ign(»-ant  of)  with  great  po^er,  and 
aktrwarda  provoked  him — Somerfet  was  his  great 
rival— They  had  impeached  each  oihfef,  and  thie 
wtaknefs  of  the  king,  inftead  of' (landing  neuter,  had 
led  him  to  (hew  a  partiality  in  favour  of  the  latter' 
who  was  one  of  bis  queen's  minions-^— York's  high 
fpirit  not  brooking  this,  led  him  to  aflbciate  wtth* 
the  ear^  of  Warwick,  and  feveral  dllcont^ied  lords 
wbo  at  length  gave  battle  to  their  fovereign,  whom 

Z  3  they 
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they  defeated  at  Sr.  Albans,  and  led  faitn  to  London,, 
Somerfet  being  flain  in  the  engagement.  AfDer  this, 
a  parliament  beiog  called  beftowed  the  office  of  pro- 
it&QT  of  the  kingdom,  as  mentioned  above,  upon  the 
duke,  who  now  held  his  fovereign  in  efied  a  prifbner 
in  his  capital  city,  a  difgrace  which  his  queen,  Mar- 
garet of  Anjop,  could  never  endure  to  think  oU  ud 
chat  princefs  accordingly  fee  herfclf  to  work  to  abolifli 
this  new  form  of  govcrDinent,  firft,  becaofe  (he  had 
penetration  enough  to  fee.  ifiat  how  fairly  foever  iho 
lords  carried  it  to  the  king,  the  appointment  of  York 
to  Tuch  an  high  office  muft  needs  prove  fatal  to  the 
interefts  of  her  hufl>and  and  his  family,  and  feoondly, 
becaufe  (he  was  exprefsly  acculed  by  the  parliament 
of  having  milled  the  ktng.in  matters  which  concern- 
ed his  govcrnmenr.  And  all  thefe  circumftances 
gave  birth  to  that  civil  w^r  which  marked  this  reigci 
as  a  fcene  of  horror  and  unnatural  commotion. 

While  Sir  Edward  Fir?:-Euftacc  was  lord  deputy 
at  a  parliament  held  in  Publin  the  following  ordi- 
nances were  enacted, 

I.  That  ail  ftatutes  againft  provifors  in  England, 
or  Ireland,  (hould  be  held  in  force. 

II.  Tl^a^  inquefts  before  coroners  (hpuld  bedifcharg- 
ed  after  a  fecond  vcrdi<^,  that  chey  do  Know  the 
felon. 

III.  That  no  appeals  (hould  be  to  England^  except 
for  treafon  againft  the  king's  perfon,  and  in  all  faife 
appeals  the  plaintiff  (hall  pay  damages,  and  twenty 
pound  and  one  hundred  fbiUings  finet 

Thomas  earl  of  Kildare  as  the  duke  of  York's  de- 
puty called  a  parliament  which  enacted 

I.  That  no  exigents  nor  outlawries  be  made  by 
commiffioners. 

II.  Ths^c  the  recorder  of  Dublin  and  Proheda, 
h^ve  but  two  pence  for  every  plaint. 

III.  That  every  man  ftnfwer  for  his  fon  and 
WRged  men, 

IV.  An 
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'  IV.  An  aft  about  efcheatdrs. 

V.  That  aparltamcBt  (bould  be  held  every  year. 

And  at  anocher  parliament  at  Naas,  thefe  ordi« 
nances  were  eftablifhed. 

I.  That  all  ftrangcrs  pay  fdrty  pence  per  pound 
cuftom  for  cranfporting  fdver. 

!!•  That  every  man  anfwer  for  his  fons,  ex* 
cept  in  capital  cafes. 

III.  That  no  perfon,  not  amenable  to  law,  Ihall 
diftrain,  without  licence,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  his 
title. 

And  another  parliament  being  convened  atDub<* 
lin,  Friday  after  the  purification,  made  the  fol- 
lowing regulations  : 

I.  That  beneficed  perlbns  fliould  refide, 

II.  That  the  inhabitnnts  to  enclofe  the  village, 
might  remove  the  highway  forty  perch. 

Sir  Andrew  Trollop  and  others  deferting  the 
duke  of  York  when  he  had  levied  an  army 
againft  the  king,  that  prince  fled  to  Ireland ;  but 
foon  afterwards  returned  with  his  fon,  the  earl  of 
March,  and,  after  many  ftruggles,  defeating  Hen- 
ry in  a  pitched  battle,  he  called  a  parliament  be- 
fore whom  he  claimed  the  crown,  which  was  fet- 
tled on  him  and  his  heirs  ;  but  10  remain  with 
Henry  during  his  natural  life,  who  if  he  had  had 
neither  a  wife  nor  a  child  would  rgally  have  been 
happy  enough  in  the  agreement,  but  as  the  cafe 
ftoKx)  both  parties  were  rar  from  feeing  an  end  of 
their  troubles.  At  length  the  queen  having,  in 
her  turn,  defeated  and  took  Richard  duke  of  York 
prifoner,  and  fet  his  head  upon  the  gates  of  York  ; 
but  his  fon  Edward  was  fo  far  from  being  intimU 
dated  by  this  proceeding  that,  being  joined  by  tha 
earl  of  Warwick  and  other  lords,  he  never  ceafcd 
perfccuting  the  houfe  of  Lancafter,  till  at  laft 
he  had  toully  defeated  king  Henry,  took  him  prifo- 
ner, and  kept  him  confined  in  the  tower,  and  ob- 

Z  4  liged 
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liged  queen  Margareji,  wjip.  vis^  a  wQgasia  of  im- 
d^-unted    cQOjragOp   XQ   %  for.   la^.  «>  focciga 

All  this  while  though  the  dec^afed  Rk;haid  h^ 
behaved  bimfclf  bgth  bravely  gnd  (ji^creetly  as  the 
lord  lieutenant  oif  Irql^od*  yfft  the  troutdcs  in 
Erigl^nd  gave  th^  wtiytjs  ^a  oppojtuiuty  of  re- 
gaining great  part  of  the  couQtry>  apd  even 
thofe  pUceii  which  Fe.n)^ine4.  i^  the  hand^  of  the 
EngUlh^  wee  fial^eae4  tp  o^rt^n  ikUV^,  which 
they  paid  to  the  Irifh  for  the  fake  of  pcacqablq 
poflcflion  *, 

SuQh  ace  and  fucH  ^ver  n^ud  .be  part  of  the 
fruits  of  civil  difTentions }  but  what  was  all  thi^ 
compared  Xf>  what  fia05fd.  in  England,  at^tlm  tiipc, 
whe^tc  ths  father  f<^ught  aga^ill  the  fQo,  tde  bro- 
ther againft  th^  bjptbcT*  agrkuUjJce  aod,  «^i.tl«  art5 
of  peace  wcrene^q^d,  princes  wvelwikmgin  dif- 
ggjfe,  great  barons  beggifig  Uieir  breads  and  the  land 
fi-om  end  to  end,  deluged  mth.  th^  blood  of  the  vn- 
happy  fubjcds»  who  for  the  twft  part  c;av}d  he  lit- 
tle gainers  either  by  tho  hpu^  of  York  91  that 
of  Lancafter^  wbilft,  oo  the,  othcir  Iiao4  thqr  w^ie 
almoft  certain  of;  being  drplpfable  Ipfprs  by  bath. 
A.^D.  Edward  by  the  d^ceafc  Of  his  feth^r»  duke  of 
jjjt^York,  was  proclaimed,  kiog,  by:  xh^  name  of  Ed- 
ward the  Fourth,  and  was.  cerf:ainly  thQ.  lawful 
heir  to  tj)e  crown  1.  though  ii  H  higUy  proba- 
ble that  this  claim,  WQuldi  have  (kpt.  a  gp^eat  while 

longer, 

*  The  followUg  is  a  lift  of  ibmc  Tbe    ^n|*f    as^tqna  to  Mac 

of  them,  *  Morrough  So  ^haiVs. 

The  baronf  of  Lecale  t»  O'Veal  Thie  county  of  WeaifM  to  3iu 


of  Clondeboy  20  1.  per  aonum. 
The  county  of  Uriel  to  0'N*sal  40I. 


M9rrou£h  4q  ). 

, ^ —  Th*  counties  of   KHkeany  »ei 

The  county  of  Mcath  to  OXqu-      Tipperary  to  Q^Caool  40  U 
pot  xo  1.  The     county    of     LimcricJ^    to 

'The  county  of  KiMare  to  0*Con-      0*Bmn  40  J. 
poi  j(p).  The  county   of  Cork    to   11^ 

C*rT/  of  >Jlufcerry  46 1, 
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longer,  and,  tni^t  even  perhaps  h^ve  Uen  bw^d, 
ia  oblivion,  i£  it  had  npt  b^n^  for  the  pufillapip 
ijiikf  q£  Henry,  a^d  the  ^f  lwai:y  naca^res  of  his^ 
vmim^  l^aw^""^  ^^  ?afhcr  inpli^ed  to  tyraii-. 
Bj  Wwt  to  weaknef?,  and  Wing  ejcpjerieaccd  the; 
tca^  of  the  Kngiift,  fccmcd  rcfi^lyed  at  hjs  ^r^* 
ipttjng  off  that  they  flio^uld  wver  fcrye  hi^x  ^$, 
(hey.  had  dpne  hi&  i^val ;  lliQugli  they  played  hiooj 
a  trick  of  the  fi^ne  fon;  npt/i^an^  yjCarai  a^ter^ 
fyam  tife  Ul  eSects^  of  wl;iich  it.w^s'  tat^ie^  owf^et 
to  chance  th^n  tp.  s|ny  ttuf}g  elfe  th^  he  ibun^ 
mean^  tfx  ea^ripatq  biflnfcWi 
.  Edward  fij^ceedine  to  tibe,  c«wii>^  Thoix^ciai;!, 
pf  KjiWare  <;ontuuied  lord  juiUce»  t^U,  Sic  J^lpK- 
l^d  Fi.cz  Eyft^ce  w^  appointed  4^uty  tf^  the. 
duke  of  Clarence,  the  king's  brother,  whp.  w^, 
rpadc  lofd,  lietfupi^^  fm  life  y  to. whom.  Sir  Rqw^ 
la^  re%pf4  t^p  goyernmegt,^  on  vchich  CJax^nce. 
appointed  ^otfh^r  deputy  ;  ^nd  that  was.  the  ^at;l 
qf  Deimond,,  his  god£a.ther.  Mints  were  no\Y  efta,-. 
l)lilhed-atl?i|blin»  Drogheda,  Waterford,  andGaJ^ 
way,  and  it wa)5i  novf  firft-orc^eredtJiatlSngUfli^n^oney 
itouid  b^  adv4n<;e4  in  Ireland*  one  fovirt^  aibovc 
its  current^  value  in  En^fand,  fp,  th^t  nine  pence  ^ 
pafied  for  a  ihijiling,  Several  parliaments  werq 
called,  and  the  x^gulatiqns  they  made  were  in 
general  fuch  a^  tended  tp  the  weUrbeing  of  thp 
itate$,  and  the  benefit  of  the  individuals. 

But  among   th^  parliaments-  there  is.  mentipn^ 
niadq  of  one  held  at  brogj^eda^  where  John  Lord. 
Tiptoft  earl  pf   ^Qfo^cttcv    being  lord  depu^y^^ 
it'  was  refolved  that  the  earls   of  Defmon^.  ap^! 
Kildare  and  i^dwa^d  Plunkett^  efqi  fhquld,  b^  at- 
tained of  trpaj^bof^r  thqr  alliance  with  the  Iriih*  and 
furniflung  thefn  with  arms,  which  were  ufe^  to 
the  detriment,  of  tji^  king's  fubdi^s ; — and  on  this 
accufation,  and  others  of  a  like  lort,  the  ead,  who  is , 
fii4  (o  have  been  the  firfi:  perion  that  introduced  thp 

cuftom 
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cuftom  of  Coigne  and  Livery  among  the  Eng' 
lifh  was  beheaded*. — And  as  loon  as  he  was  exe- 
cuted the  lord  deputy  fet  out  for  England,  Kil- 
dare  not  only  being  pardoned  but  left  lord  juf- 
tice  in  his  room ;  and  he  alfb  held  a  parfiamcnc 
at  Dublin  for  the  regulation  of  many  (natters  of 

Sublic  and  private  concern.  Amongft  other  things 
lis  parliament  enafted  a  fraternity  of  arms  to 
be  eilablifhed,  who  were  yearly  to  aflembk  at 
Dublin  on  St.  George's  day,  the  captain  of  whom 
was  to  have  a  band  of  an  hundred  and  twenty 
archers  on.  borfeback,  and  was  empowered  to  ap- 

})rehend  all  outlaws^  and  others  that  were  not  an^ 
Werable  to  the  laws  of  the  land.     And   on  this 
footing  was  the  brotherhood  of  St.  George  efta- 
blillied 
William  of  Sherwood  biftiop  of  Meath  being  de» 
A,  D.    P^ty  to  the  duke  of  Clarence,  held  a  parliament, 
H75'    in  which  it  was  ena&ed,  That  it  fhould  be  trea- 
fon  to  bring  bulls  from  Rome,  and  which  enaft- 
ed  that  the  lords  of  parliament  fhould  wear  robes 
on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  one  hundred   (hillings, 
and  the  barons  of  the  exchequer  were  alfo  to  wear 
their  habits   in   term-time.     And  it  was  declared 
lawful  for  any  Englifhman  being  injured  by  an 
Irilhman  not  anfwcrable  to  law  to  avenge  fuch  in- 
jury upon  the  whole  fcpt  or  nation.     [An  inftitution 
equally  impolitic  as  unjuft,  and  which  tended  to  the 
kindling  ftrife  and  animofity,  and  the  ponfound- 
ing  every  idea  of  moral  right  and  jufticc]    And 
it  was  declared  felony  to  take  a  diftrefs  contrary 
to  the  common  law. 

But  Henry  lord  Grey  of  Ruthen  being  made 
deputy,  held  a  parliament,  which  repealed  all  the 
a'6l§  of  the  twelfth  year  of  Edward  the  Fourth. 
He  was  fuccecdcd  by  Sir  Robert  Prefton,  who  gave 
place  to  Gerald  earl  of  Kilclar^>  and  he  remained 
^'  lord 
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lord  deputy  at  the  death  of  Edward  the  Fourth, 
who  expired  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  fourteen  hundred  and  eighty  three,  after  having 
ihed  more  blood  than  any  of  the  princes  of  his 
time,  after  having  rifen  from  the  ftation  of  a  baron 
to  a  throne,  after  having  been  depoied  for  his  ingra- 
titude to  him  who  fet  him  up,  and  after  haying  again 
regained  by  his  brother's  perfidy  what  he  had  loft 
by  his  own. 

Henry  the  Sixth  having  been  ftabbed,  or  dying  Edward  v, 
of  griel  in  the  Tower,  and  his  fon  having  been 
(lain  in  cool  blood  after  the  laft  battle  fought  at 
Tewkfbury,  Edward,  the  cldeft  fon  of  the  deceafed 
king,  confequently  claimed  the  crown;  but  the  fame 
a6lion,  which  had  loft  his  father  the  heart  of  the  earl 
of  Warwick,  namely,  his  marriage  with  the  widow 
Wideville  while  that  earl  was  foliciting  an  alliance' 
with  the  French  king,  that  very  a£tion  difplcafed 
his  brother  and  relations,  and  occafioned  fa6lions 
among  thofe  who  were  the  moft  zealoufly  attached 
to  the  interefts  of  his  houfe.     Richard,  who  was 
declared  proteftor  of  the  kingdom,  took  advan- 
tage of  thefe  differences,  and  though  he  pretended 
to  wilh  a  perfect  reconciliation  might  be  brought 
about  between  the  chiefs  of  the  fa&iohs,  yet  he 
managed  matters  fo  as  to  play  them  off  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  rid  himfelf  of  thofe  who  were  moft 
likely  to  oppofe  his  meafures  and  intimidate  the 
reft ;    after  which   he  got  the  two  fons  of  Ed- 
ward declared  illegitimate  and  fet  afide  by  par-^ 
liament;    and    not  contented  with  chat,    caufed 
them    alfo    to   be    removed    out  of    the   way 
in    fome  private  manner,  cither  by  death  or  ba- 
nifhment,   fo  that  nobody   knew   what   was  be- 
come of  them,  and  then  he  aflumed  the  crown, 
and  took  the  title  of  Richard  the  Third. 

This  ufurping  prince  confirmed  his  power  inJ^w^wJin. 
the  fame  nignncr  as   he  had  eftablilhed  it,    by 
t  op. 
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Ofprc^n  a|4  Upodihed(^  and  w«ft  difltkcd  bjr 
gj904  mopEi  of  id)  j^i^  and  pcriw(i(>n9. 

He-  ^nnio^  QcraU,.  eail  of  Kildare,  in  the 
lbut«ai|R)i?y  oi  kelaivi  mt  being  wiUiag  lo  meddle 
wi^  aFairsi  tlnefie  whfm  he  bad  fo  much  work 
at  home  i^  ^  fiil^9&^  foon  begao  to  cut  out 
|6r  him.  Eng^ing  with.  Heiiry»  oaii  of  Rich- 
9ion4i.  0$  thp  line,  of  TudoTt  who  canae  ta  dbim 
the  crown,  Richard  was  defeated  ior  Bofimith 
&ljtl,  by  oEmOft  <»iv  tine  defeition  ^  brd  Stuley, 
^fter  having  ewliib^tad  more  piao&  of  v^our  to 
^  few  bQucs  in  the  S^ld  than  ho  had  fhewn  qf 
yiftue  during  the  three  yeats  of  his  reign. 

The  e^r)  of  Richmond  fliccecding  hy  cob- 
queft'  amd  a-  diAaot  Qlain!i  derived  from  the  houte 
of  Lanci^r,.'  ^kI  bcfides  getting  his  titk  re- 
Gog^if<;d  by  w  aA  of  parliaaiept>  aCcendcd  the 
tthrone*  waa  crowned  by  the  name  of  Henry 
tfiG  Sevefuh -y-^ho  afterwards  married  Elisabeth^ 
^le  heirpf^  of  die  houfe  of  Yorlu  as  he  had  h- 
Ifinnly  engaged  that,  he  would,*  and  faw  hioifelf 
in  fulii  poiTrflion  of  all  the  royalties  of  £ng* 
l^d» 

Hp  contiriued.  Gerald  earl  of  KiUare  as  de« 
pu.ty  of  Ireland,  as  he  did  alio  nsaoy  ocber 
gre^t  of^er&  of  ftace ;  nor  did  he  negleA  the 
houfe  of  Orniy)(id,  who  had  been  friendly  to  the 
that  of'  I^ancafter,.  but  reftored  them  to  their 
eildl^s  atyl.  honours,  as  was  liloewirc  the  cafe  of 
th&  fa^nily  of  Qefrnjoiad  &  as  to  Sir  ThcHnas  But* 
]fv  he  w^  iy)t' only  reftored,  butialfo  taken  iato 
favour,  ^d  fworn  a  member  of  the  pnv}^coua* 
cil  in  Irel;ind« 

But  Hendry,,  who  wtis  a  man  of  gmatrpenetradon, 
wa»^  i>qt  long  before  he  c^fcovered  that  the  houfe 
of  York  had.  yet  {^mc  reniaining  hopes;  in  Ire- 
land,  he  therefore  fentover  ibr  the  loed  deputfi 
bu?  he  extufed,  himfcjf  ftom  coming  upon  thz 
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furtimons,  which  how  i{)c6td\iftjr  focvct  he  ar- 
gued m  his  own  defence,  muft  nteds  have  fltcngth- 
cned  the  king^  ftrQncions;  and  in  the  fequfel  St 
appeared  that  he  had  placed  them  rightly,  for 
a  ftorm  foon  appeared  ready  to  bitak  over  him 
from  th«  quarter. 

As  the  If ifti  had  always  emcrtahicd  a  ttfptCt  fef 
George  dak*  of  Clarence,  becaofc  ^twai  born  Sni 
their  country,  a  certain  prieft  (utored  one  Lambert 
Symneli  a  youth  of  a  good  addttfs  to  perfotiate  the 
young  earl  of  Warwick  the  only  fon«of  that  duke. 
He  was  taken  notice  of  by  the  duchefs  of  Burgundy, 
who  pronrifed  to  fupport  his  intercft,  and  was  receiv- 
ed with  great  kindnefs  by  the  lord  deputy  and  AiofC 
of  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  people  or  Ireland.  In 
the  mean  t'nnt  Henry  fhewcd  the  real  earl  of  War- 
wick whom  he  had  in  his  hands  through  the  ftreetsof 
London,  and  bcfidcs  got  a  bull  from  the  pope,  re- 
quh-ing  the  clergy  to  excommunicate  the  rebels,'  both 
which  plans  were  well  concerted  alid  could  not  fail  in 
many  refpeftyof  anfwcrmg  the  pnrpofc  intended  by 
ihcm,  which  they  did  with  all  bur  che  Iriflb,  who 
feeing  that  Lambert  was  fornifhcd  with  an  aid  of  two 
thoufand  Germans  by  the  duchefs  of  Burgundy,  who 
was  the  implacable  enemy  of  the  houfe  of  Lancafter, 
refblved  to  drain  ercry  nerve  to  carry  matters  in  his 
favour,  and  ro  fet  him  upon  the  EngHfh  throne.  In 
Chrift-Church  Dublin,  he  was  crowned  with  g;rcarfo- 
Icnwity,  the  lord  deputyhimfelf,  and  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal nobiliry  bcmg  prcfcnt  and  exprefling  the  great- 
eft  Joy  at  the  celebration  of  this  ceremony  ;  and  prc- 
fcDtly  after  they  called  a  parliament  in  the  name 
of  their  new  king,  and  the  clergy  granted  the  pope  a 
fubfidy  to  abfolve  them. — And  now  projedingan  in- 
vafion  of  England,  the  lord  chancellor  refigned  hrs 
office,  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  ot  prning 
Symnel,  who  embarking  with  the  principal  of  his 
foUowert,  an4  an  Iriih  army  under  the  command  of 

the 
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the  earl  of  Liocob^  landed  Ikfe  in  Lancafliirc   They 
ac  (irft  incended  to  enter  Newark  ;  but  the  king  bav-^ 
ing  taken  very  prudent  meafufes  to  prevent  the  execu* 
iion  of  that  deugn,  they  turned  afide  cowards  Not- 
tlnghamfliire,  and  the  neitt  day  haviog  pofted  them'* 
iclves  on  die  declivity  of  a  hill  near  Stoke,  they  per- 
ceived that  the  king  who  was  by  this  time  come  op 
with  them,  had  drawn  up  his  troops  in  order  of  bat^ 
tie,  whereupon  they  did  the  fame,  and  as  the  roy- 
alid:s  though  exceeding  them  in  number,  had  the 
difadvantage  of  a  narrow  plain,  which  would  noc 
at  all  permit    them  to   extend    thdr    front   and 
make  ufe  of  that  fuperiority,  but  were  obliged,  on 
the  contrary,  to  form  three  lines,  the  earl  hoped  if 
he  could  break  the  firft  of*  thefe.they  would  fall 
back  upon  the  others,  and  fo  put  the  whole  ar- 
my into    confulion.     This  he  endeavoured   with 
all  his  might,  and  was  well  (econded  by  the  Irifli- 
men,  who  fousht  with  amazing  courage  and  re- 
foludon,  thougn  ill  armed,  and  galled  perpetually 
by  the  Engliih  archers. — However,  their  attempt 
Or  breaking  Henry's  line  failing,  which  was  con- 
tinually fupplied  from  the  rear  as  from  a  never 
failing  fountain  ;  and  being  charged,  in  their  turn 
with  great  impetuofity,  they  were  at  laft  defeated, 
but  not  till  the  earl  of  Lincoln,  with  four  thou- 
land  of  his  followers  were  (lain,  and  Martin  Swarc^ 
the  commander  of  the  Germans  with  the  braveft 

of  his  veterans  cut  to  pieces. Ta  render  the 

viftory  complete,  Lambert  Symnel  and  his  tutor 
were  made  prifoners.  The  prieft  was  committed 
to  pfilbn,  and  poffibly  there  fecretly  made  away 
with ;  and  as  to  Symnel,  inftead  of  executing  or 
imprifoning  him,  Henry  made  him  one  of  his  fcul- 
lions,  in  contempt,  but  afterwards  promoted  him 
to  the  office  of  his  falconer. 
Cox.  When  the  rebellion  was  thus  crulhed,  the  earl  of' 

Kildare,    and  oth€i;s  of  the  grea(  men  amoi^ 

the 
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the  Irilh^  who  had  favoured  the  infur^nts,  fent 
to  folicit  their  pardon  at  the  court  oi  England, 
in  confequence  of  which  fubmiffion  the  lord  de- 
puty was  continued  in  his  office,  and  the  king 
lent  over  Sir  Richard  Edgecomb  with  power 
to  grant  their  requeft,  after  having  obliged  them 
to  renew'  their  oaths,  and  bind  themfelves  in  re- 

cognifances  for  their  future  good  behaviour. 

He  embarking  with  five  hundred  men  on  board 
five  (hips,  arrived  at  Kinfale,  where  he  accepted, 
in  the  king's  name,  the  fubmiffion  of  the  lord 
Thomas  Barry,  and  afterwards  that  of  James  lord 
Courcy,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Kin- 
fale. — —  Sailing  to  Waterford,  he  highly  com- 
mended the  people  of  that  place  for  their  fide- 
lity which  they  had  maintained  amidft  the  ge- 
neral defedlion,  and  promifed  that  his  mailer 
would  not  Yorget  to  reward  them  for  it.  When 
he  reached  Dublin,  in  his  progrefs  the  earl  of 
Kildare  was  abfent ;  but,  on  his  return,  he  fent 
for  Edgecumbe,  who  delivered  the  king's  letters 
to  him  with  a  ftern  afpedt.  After  this  they  had 
a  private  conference,  and  then  feparated  for  that 
time.  On  the  following  Sunday,  a  revocation 
of  the  excommunications  denounced  againfl:  the 
revolters  was  read,  (which  the  king  had  pur- 
pofcly  fent  over,  to  fhew  his  moderation)  and 
then  the  nobility  and  clergy  took  an  oath,  where-  ; 

by,  among  other  promifes,  they  engaged  not  to 
hinder  the  excommunication  of  all  luch  as  fhould 
oppofe  the  king,  and  the  clergy  promifed  that  they 
would  publilh  the  pope's  excommunication  againft 
all  the  king's  enemies  in  Ireland,  as  often  as  they 
ihould  be  required  fo  to  do. — Thefe  ceremonies 
being  finifhed,  Edgecomb  proceeded  to  another  j 
for  the  earl  of  Kildare,  being  firft  abfolved  from 
^^^  excommunication,  did  homage,  renewed  his 
Qath  of  allegiance,  and  entered  into  recognifances 

for 
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for  keeping  it  inviolate ;  ifter  ^Hich  he  nc^  only 
receiired  hii.  pafdoh,  But  tKe  cbflihiiffitonct  iMb  put 
^  gbld  chain  Toutid  his  nfetk,  ^hich  Henry  had 
fent  him  as  a  tbken  of  his  th'omugh  recondlia- 
tioh, 

TheSevfehth  Henry  was  sll^rays  accouhtttl  a  wife 
Jfinte,  and  his  condud  thrbugh  this  whofe  bu- 
rners approved  him  fuch.  The  fearty  inteltrgfenefc 
he  found  means  to  |)rt>cuit  of  th6  tehck  de- 
figns,  the  ejcpedition  with  which  hfc  fniftratcd 
thehi,  and  above  all,  his  WJidfcratiott  aftet  ht 
had  defeated  their  pOwc^  flifeW  th*  depth  of  hfa 
polity  in  a  fnbft  t6nfpicuous  light — Befides,  as 
to  the  Irifti,  the  defcftibh  had  been  fq  general 
amdn^  therh,  that  if  he  had  proceeded  to  ex- 
tmnittfes,  he  jTiuft  have  nainfed  alftioft  all  the 
great'  men  of  Engtilh  dcfeent  aftiong  thefn,  a  ftep 
whleh  would  have  been  likely  to  prove  the  At- 
ftruftion  of  the  colony.  He  therefbrc  prudently 
avoided  the  trial ;  ahd,  whilft  in  hi^  heait  he  ftill 
entertained  fufpidohs  bf  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try,  he  chofc  at  this  time  tb  make  th^etn  believe 
that  nocwi'thftanding  all  that  had  palfed,  he  was 
ftill  difpofed  to  place  a  confidence  in  theifl,  which 
he  eritertaiAed  hopes  they  would  fof  thfe  future  en- 
-  dcavoor  to  dcferve. 

— ^And  though,  foftic  time  after,  he  l^nt  fof 
many  of  the  nobility  over  to  England,  fhaking 
Lambert  Symnel  ferve  as  burier  btfore  them  j 
jrtt,  after  fonie  rebtlkes,  hfc  difrfiilfed  thenfi  again, 
with  preTents,  and  other  marks  of  his  favour  i 
nor  could  the  Archbilhop  of  Ardfnagh,  who  had 
all  along  ftood  firm  to  the  king's  intcrcft,  tho\igh 
he  ufed  all  his  endeavours  to  obtain  the  grant  of 
the  chancellorfhip .  from  the  king,  who  did  not 
chufe  thereby  to  oflfend  the  earl  of  Kildare,  and 
ha2ard  a  rchewal  bf  troubles  in  the  kingdom. 

Ho*cver 
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However  Edgecomb  ftill  conrinued  his  pro- 
grefs  through  Dublin,  and  vifited  all  the  reft  of 
the  pale,  where  he  received  the  fubitiiffion  of  the 
nobles  and  the  people  in  the  manner  above  re- 
cited \  and,  on  thefe  matters  being  fettled,  the  lord 
deputy  began  making  reprifals  upon  Macgeoghen, 
and  took  a  caftle^  andj  having  done  much  mif- 
chief  in  the  country,  returned  loaded  with  fpoils 
to  Dublin*  And  Bukagb,  earl  of  Dcfmond  ob- 
tained two  viftories  over  the  Irifh — in  one  battle, 
Murrough  O'Carrol  and  his  brother  Moyl  Murry 
Were  flam,  and  in  the  other  fell  Dermod  Mae 
Teigc  Carthy* 

In  thq  year  fourteen  hundred  arid  feventy-two^ 
the  carl  of  Kildare  was  recalled,  and  Walter  Fitz 
Syraons,  archbilhop  of  Dublin,  was  made  deputy, 
to  Jafper,  duke  of  Bedford,  while  Euftace,  lord  of 
Pordefter  was  removed  from  the  office  of  treafurer 
to  make  room  for  Sir  James  Ormond,  and  the 
latter  coming  over  with  a  military  attendance,  a 
quarrel  happening  between  him  and  the  earl  of 
Kildare  occafioned  a  (kirmifli  between  their  fol* 
lowers,  which  threatened  very  difagfeeable  confe- 
quences  :  Yet  more  changes  were  ftill  made  in 
the  adminiftration^  which  would  by  no  means  have 
bceii  deemed  confiftent  with  found  policy,  but  on 
account  of  fome  intelligence  the  king  received^ 
that  the  dutchefs  of  Burgundy,  who  had  favoured 
Symneli  was  at  this  time  contriving  another  fch?me 
of  the  fame  nature,  in  order  to  raife  a  rebellion  in 
Ireland. 

— The  plan  of  this  bufinefs  was  infinitely  bet- 
ter laid  than  that  of  the  former*  for  whereas  . 
Symnel  pretended  to  be  earl  of  Warwick  while, 
Henry  had  the  real  earl  in  his  hands ;  a  perfon 
now  appeared  who  took  upon  himfclf  the  dha- 
rafter  of  Richard  duke  of  York,  fecotid  fon  of 

Vol.  l;  A  a  Edward 
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*     Edward  the  Fourth,    whom  nobody  knew  what 
was  become  of.    He  came  originally  from  Lifboa 
where    he  was  fuppofed  to  have  lain  concealed, 
and  arriving  at  Cork  was  there  courteoufly  jc- 
ceived  by  the  inhabitants,  one  of  whom,  a  great 
merchant,   John  Walter  by  name,  wrote   to  the 
earls  of  Kildare  and  Defmond  in  his  favour  ;  but 
in  the  interim  this  youth  (known  fince  by  the  name 
of  Pcri^in  Warbeck)     went    over  upon    invita- 
tion to  the  king  of  France,    and  ftayed    at  his 
court  for  fome  time,  but  retreated  to  Flanders, 
»  when  that  prince  and  king  Henry  came  to  an  ac- 
comodation, and  was  well  received  by  the  dutchefc 
of  Burgundy,  who  acknowledged  him  as  her  re- 
lation, and  did  all  that  was  in  her  power  to  pro- 
mote his  intcreft. 
f^'j^;        A  parliament  being  held  at  Dublin,  quaflied 
fome  mdiftments  which  had  formerly  been  let  on 
foot  againft  the  lord  deputy  by  the  lord  Portlcftcr, 
who  fince  that  time  had  himfelf  been  quellioned 
concerning  his  difcharge  of  the  office  or  treafuner 
at  the  council  board  i  a  former  act  made  againft 
the  city  of    Waterford  was  repealed,    and   one 
pafled  for  a  general  refumption  of  all  the  crown 
lands  that  had  been  alienated  fince  the  firft  year 
of  king  Henry  the  Sixth. 

In  the  September  following,  Robert  Prcfton, 
lord  Gormanftown,  was  made  lord  deputy,  who 
called  a  parliament  without  having  authority  to 
do  fo,  and  procured  feveral  of  the  nobility  at 
Trim  to  fign  articles  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
peace  of  that  kingdom. 
cojf,  Fitz  Symonds  pafling  over  into  England  to  give 

an  account  of  his  government,  as  well  as  the  Hate 
of  the  kingdom,  the  earl  of  Kildare  not  long  af- 
ter hearing  that  he  was  impeached,  wenjc  into  Eng- 
land alio  i  but  the  lord  deputy  leaving  the  go- 
vernment 
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vernment  in  the  hands  of  his  fpn,  fdlowed  him 
thither^  and  fo  far  prevailed  that  the  earl's  jufli^ 
fication  was  rejedked,  and  he  was  fent  over  prifo^ 
ner  to  Ireland^  the  matter  being  referred  thither 
for  examinatioHi 

Sir  Edward  Poynings  knight  of  the  Garter  was 
the  next  lord  deputy,  who  tet  himielf  about  fup^ 
prefling  by  all  poflible  means  the  adherents  of 
Perkin  Warbeck,  who  as  foon  as  he  arrived  made, 
great  changes  in  the  adminiftration  of  affairs.—* 
He  made  Henry  Dean,  bifliop  of  Bangor,  lord 
chancellor.  Sir  Hugh  Conway  treafurcr,  Thomas 
Bourin  chief  juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  Sir 
John  Topcliff  chief  juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas^ 
while  Walter  Ever  was  made  chief  baron  of  the 
Exchequer ;  all  of  whom  were  EngUihmen  born« 
and  were  fworn  members  of  the  Iriih  privy  coian« 
cil. 

In  conjunftion  with  the  earl  of  Kildare  this  locd 
deputy  undertook  to  invade  Ulfter,  whither  fome 
of  Perkin  Warbeck's  friends  had  retired,  and 
did  great  execution  among  the  Irifh,  neverthelels 
the  earl,  who  indeed  feemed  deftined  to  be  al- 
ways in  fome  embarraflment,  was  fufpefted  of  a 
confpiracy  with  O'Hanlon  to  deftroy  the  lord  de- 
puty ;  but  of  this  accufation^  after  a  full  hearing 
he  was  afterwards  acquitted. 

However^  it  is  certain  that  the  earl  of  Kildare's 
brother  (eized  at  this  very  time  on  the  caftle  of 
Caterlogh  ;  and  on  this  account  the  lord  deputy 
^as  obliged  to  make  a  peace  with  O'Hanlon, 
and  the  Irifh  at  any  rate,  and  taking  their  oaths 
and  hoftages,  marched  to  that  caftle  and  invaded 
it,  which  furrendered  to  him  after  a  fiege  of  ten 
days,  and  the  affair  ferved  to  prejudice  men  in 
their  opinion  concerning  the  fufpcdtcd  earl,  of 
whom  It  muft.be  thought  very  extraordinary  in- 
A  a  a  deed 


335 
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deed  that  he  was  joined  with  the  lord  deputy  at  ali 
in  this  expedition  againft  the  Iriffa,  when  we  con- 
fider  all  that  had  paflrd  before^  and  the  various 
fufpicions  of  and  acculations  againft  him,  which 
feem  to  render  him  an  unfit  perlbn  to  be  cm- 
ployed  in  a  matter  of  fuch  a  nature,  at  leaft  at 
the  time  we  are  fpeaking  of. 

In  the  month  ci  November,  in  die  year  four- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-four,  the  famous  parlia* 
Hient  fat  at  Drogheda,  which  ena&ed  the  foUow- 
ing  ordinances  : 

I.  That  the  treafur&r  might  appoint  his  under 
ofEcers  here^  as  is  ufual  in  England,  and  fhall  ac« 
count  once  »  year  here  before  the  barons  of  the 
exchequer,  and  fuch  of  the  council  as  the  lord 
deputy  ihall  appoint  ;  and  the  fame  accounts  to 
be  certiBed  into  England,  and  finally  determined 

.  and  fettled  there. 

II.  That  no  minifter  of  juftice,  viz.  the  chan* 
cellor,  treafurer,  judges,  clerks,  or  maftcr  of  thr 
rolls,  nor  any  ofliccr,  accompcant  fhall  jiave  their 
places  but  during  the  king's  pleafure. 

III.  An  ad  annulling  a  prcfcription  which  tra»> 
tors  and  rebels  claimed  in  Ireland:. 

[The  reafon  of  which  aft  was  becatife  Richard 
duke  of  York,  at  his  laft  being  in  Ireland,  cauied 
a  law  to  be  made.  That  Ireland  &ould  'be  a  fane- 
tuary  for  refugees,  and  that  it  Ihould  be  treaibn 
to  difturb  any  body  there  by  any' writ,  privy  i«i 
or  other  matters  from  England.} 

IV.  The  famous  ftatute,  commonly  called 
Poyning's  aft,  that  no  parliament  (hould,  for  the  fu- 
ture, be  holden  in  Ireland  until  the  chief  governor 
and  council  do  fitft  certify  the  king  under  the 
great  leal  of  that  land,  as  well  the  caufes  and  con- 
fiderations,  as  the  afts  they  defign  to  pais,  and 
till  the  fame  be  approved  by  the  king  and  coun- 
cil, and  a  licence  thereupon  do  iffiae  from  the 

king 
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king  to  fummon  a  partiamcnt ;  and  that  all  par* 
liarncncs  hereafter  holdcn  in  other  manner  be  void 
and  of  none  effcdt.     And  it  is  to  be  noted,  That, 
this  ad  was  by  the  ftatutc  of  28  Henry  VIII. 
c.  4.  and  c.  ^o.  fufpended  as  to  that  parliament, 
and  by  the  ftatutc  of  3.  4,  Philip  and  Mary  ifc 
is  at  large  explained,  and   by  the  statute  of  11 
Elizabeth,    Poyning's  aft  was  again  fufpended  or 
fuperfeded,   as  to  that  parliament,  but  upon  fe^ ' 
cond  thoughts,  and  in  another  fefTion  a  law  was 
made   (11  »Eliz.  c.  8.)    That  do  biU  fliould,  for 
the  future,  ,be  certified  into  England,  for  the  re*- 
peal  of  Poyning's  aft,  until  firft  fuch  bill  (hould 
be  approved  of  by  the  majority  of  bodi  houfis  of 
parliament  in  Ireland. 

V,  That  all  the  ftatutes  againft  provifors  made 
in  England  or  Ireland  be  put  in  execution  here. 

VL  That  no  citizen  nor  townfinan  receive  li-r 
verjr  or  w'ag^  from  any  nobleman  or  gentlentan, 
neither  engage  thcmfelves  by  indenture  or  otbeiT 
wife  to  any  lord  /Or  gentleman,  on  pain  of  being 
disfranchifed  and  expelled  the  corporation ;  and 
the  chief  magiftrate  to  forfeit  twenty  pounds  if 
he  fails  to  punifh  the  tranfgreflbrs  of  this  law  5 
and  that  no  lord  or  gentleman  Ihall  retain  any 
other  but  his  officers  and  menial  fervants,  on  pti^ 
of  twenty  pounds. 

VII.  That  none  be  akhrmen,  jurors,  or  free- 
men in  any  town,  but  fuch  as  have  been  appren- 
tices or  conftant  inhabitants  there :  and  that  no 
man  be  mayor  but  one  known  to  be  layal,  jior 
any  lord  or  other  be  made  privy  to  their  confult^- 
tion,  except  their  recorder,  on  pain  of  an  hun- 
dred marks  ; — and  all  their  bye^ laws  contrary  to 
the  king's  prerogative  and  jurifdiftion  to  be  void ; 
and  that  this  aft  be  recorded  in  every  corpora- 
tion, 

A  a  3  •  Vm.  That 
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VIII.  That  the  ftatutcs  of  Kilkenny  be  con- 
firmed and  executed,  except  thofe  about  the  Iriih 
language,  and  lidin^-  on  faddles. 

IX.  That  the 'fubje&s  keep  bpws  and  arrows. 

X.  That  the  captains  of  marches  do  prefent 
the  names  of  their  retirjue  by  indenture,  that  they 
may  anfwcr  for  their  defaults  %  and  that  it  be  fcT 
lony  to  fuccour,  or  wittingly  to  fuffcr  rebels  or 
enemief  to  pafs  the  marches,  and  that  ?very  pro* 
prietor  of  land  in  the  marches,  do  refide  thereon, 
or  appoint  a  fufficient  deputy  fo  to  do,  on  pain 
of  lofing  his  efta$e  during  his  abfence  ;  and  that 
all  people  near  the  marc^^s,  from  (izteen  to  lixty 
be  ready  on  warning,  in  their  beft  defenfible  ar- 
ray, to  defend  the  fame. 

XI.  That  no  man  compound  for  the  death  or 
murder  of  his  friend  or  relation,  nor  revepge  it 
but  according  to  law. 

XIL  That  no  man  keep  fire*arms  after  procia* 
mation,  on  pain  of  twenty  pounds. 

XIII.  That  it  be  treafon  to  ftir  up  the  Irifh  to 
make  war  on  the  Englilb,  or  any  body  to  make 
war  agaiqft  the  chief  governor  of  Ireland, 

XIV.  That  one  of  the  realm  of  England  be 
conftable  of  the  caflle  of  Dublin,  and  the  like  of 
•trim,  Lexlip,  Rithfale,  Wicklow,  Green  Caftlc, 
Carlingfordj  and  Carrickfcrgus  (repealed  ii  Car, 
I.  c.  6.) 

XV.  An  act  concerning  the  records  of  Ulfter> 
Connaught  and  Trim. 

XVI.  That  the  lords  apoear  in  their  robes 
every  parliament,  on  pain  ox  one  hundred  ihil- 
line. 

XVII.  That  no  man  fhall  make  peaoe  or  war 
without  the  conlent  of  the  chief  governor,  on 
pain  of  one  hundred  pounds,  &c, 

XVIII.  That  no  man  take  money  or  horfc- 
meat  by  colovir  of  ^ift^  reward  or  otherwife^  by 

realo^ 
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reafon  of  4ny  menace  i  and  if  he  do,  the  giver  is 
to  forfeit  an  hundred  ihillings,  unlefs  he  com- 
plains feafonably  ;  and  the  taker  is  to  fuffer  the 
puniihment  appointed  for  the  takers  of  Coigne  and 
Livery. 

XIX.  Th^t  the  foldicr  (hall  pay  three  half- 
pence  a  meal,  and  his  man  a  penny,  and  a  pen-p 
ny  for  fix  field-flicaves  of  oats,  and  litter  accord- 
ingly ;  and  whofoever  refufes  to  quarter  foldiers  at 
this  rate,  forfeits  twelve- pence  a  time,  unlefs  he 
be  a  man  of  twenty  marks  eftate  per  anmm^  and 
except  cities  and  corporate  towns. 

XX.  That  the  words  Cromambo  and  Butlerabo, 
and  fuch  like  words  of  faftion,  be  abolifhed. 

XXL  That  wilful  murder  be  high  treafon. 

XXII.  That  all  th^  ilatutes  lately  made  in  Eng^ 
land  concerning  or  bek>nging  to  the  public  weal, 
be  henceforth  good  and  eftcftual  in  Ireland.—* 
And 

XXIII.  That  the  ftatutes  made  by  the  lord  Gor^ 
manllown  aforefaid,  be  repealed  and  null.       , 

Befides  a)l  this,  it  was  enafted  alfo  by  this  par- 
liament. That  the  lord  treafurer  fhould  rule  the 
kingdom  in  cafe  of  the  death  or  furrender  of  ?hc 

chief  magiftrate. That  the  king  (hould  have  a 

certain  fubfidy  out  of  every  fix  fcorc  acres  of 
land. — That  all  the  aleniated  poflcffions  of  the 
knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalcm  fhould  be  re- 
fumed,  another  a£t  was  made  for  a  farther  relump-  . 
tion  of  crown  lands,  and  one  for  attainting  Kildare 
for  correfponding  with  O'Hanlon  and  other  mifde- 
mcanors  (though  he  was  afterwards  cleared  in  Eng- 
land, as  h^s  been  already  recited)  all  which  a£U 
niade  this  parliament  famous,  and  deferve  to  be 
taken  fome  notice  of  in  hiftory. 

Perkin  Warbeck,  whom  we  left  in  Flanders,  at 

a  convenient   time  fct  fail  from   thence,   and  rci- 

folvcd  to  make  a  defcent  upon  the  coaft  of  Kent  •, 

A  a  4  but 
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but  the  people  of  that  county  taking  arms  vndcr 
pretence  of  joining  him,  fell  upon  ^  body  of  hii 
followers  whom  he  had  fenc  on  Ihore,  and  flew  all 
of  them  except  a  hundred  and  fifty  whom  they 
fent  prifoners  to  London,  which  Perkin  viewing 
from  his  ftiips,  hoifted  fail  immediately  in  order  la 
fieturn  to  Flanders,  rejoicing  that  he  had  not 
hazarded  his  own  pcrfon,  as  at  firft  he  intended 
to  do,  among  thofe  fecrct  enemies. 

After  this  the  young  adventurer  landed  in  Mun- 
fter  i  but  Poynings  having  taken  fuch  prudent  mea- 
fures  that  he  was  not  likely  to  derive  any  con- 
fiderablc  afliftance  from  the  Iri(h,  he  altered  his 
plan,  and  pafled  over  to  Scotland,  where  he  fo 
far  gained  upon  king  James  that  he  undertook 
to  defend  his  caufc,  and  gave  him  the  lady  Ca- 
therine Gordon,  his  own  kinfwoman,  the  beauti- 
ful daughter  of  the  carl  of  Huntly,  in  marriage, 
and,  in  confcqucnce  of  liis  promife  that  prince  did 
aftually  invade  England  in  favour  of  Perkin^ 
but  as  he  found  none  of  the  Northern  Englift 
joined  him  he  contented  himfelf  with  laying  wade 
Northumberland,  and  at  Henry's  approach  re- 
treated  with  all  fpeed  in  order  to  fecure  the  booty 
Jhc  had  taken  which  amounted  to  fomeiliing  very 
£onfider?.ble.-*-~ 

When  Pcrkia  v/as  quite  driven  out  of  Ireland 
and  the  (late  of  that  country  fomcthing  regylated 
by  the  care  of  Poynings,  ihc  king  re-calling  him, 
made  him  a  knight  of  the  Garter,  and  appointed 
Henry  Dean,  bifliop  of  Bangor,  chancellor  of  Ire- 
land, lord  jufticc  in  his  room,  in  whofc  time  Hugh 
O'Donnel  having  defeated  O^Connor  pear  Sligo, 
^fieged  the  caftle,  but  hearing  that  the  Burks  of 
Clanriqkard  were  approaching,  made  a  hafty  re- 
treat, on  which  they  burned  and  deftroyed  his  ter- 
fhories  in  reyenge  for  the  boldnefs  of  his  attempt, 
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In  the  mcalti  tinie  the  earl  of  Kildarc  was  kq>t 
prironer  in  England,  but  gave  fucb  blunt  and 
fimplc  anfwers  to  the  accufations  laid  to  his  charge, 
as  induced  Henry  to  think  he  was  belied,  becaufe 
he  fcemed  fo  arrlefs  :  on  which  account  he  was 
not  only  fct  at  liberty,  but  fent  a>  Ireland  lord 
lieutenant,  which,  it  is  laid,  was  occafioned  by  one 
of  his  accufers  faying  **  All  Ireland  cannot  go- 
vern this  man." — To  which  Henry,  who  did  not 
want  ready  wit,  replied,  "^  Then  is  this  man  the 
more  fit  to  govern  all  Ireland."  And  fo,  not  wil- 
ling to  lofe  the  jeft,  he  made  him  chief  magiftrate 
accordingly. 

When  he  arrived,  he  approved  himfelf  a  loyal  A-  ©• 
fubjeft  to  the  king,  he  took  and  razed  the  cat  '^ 
ties  of  feveral  of  the  Irifh  who  were  in  arms,  and 
was  reconciled  to  his  old  enemy  the  archbifliop 
of  Ardmagh. — By  his  advice  the  king  pardoned 
thofe  great  men  in  Ireland  who  had  elpoufcd  ihe 
caufe.of  Perkin  Warbeck,  which  was  a  very  po- 
litic ftep,  as  it  prevented  them  from  engaging  m 
another  rebellion  through  defpair :— .Among  thefc 
were  the  earl  of  Defmond,  the  archbifliop  of  Caihell, 
the  bi(hops  of  Cork  and  Watcrford,  and  manf 
others  of  the  printipal  inhabitants  of  Munfter, 
who  probably  did  not  cxpcft  fuch  clemency  at 
the  hands  of  Henry, 

When,  after  many  difputes  and  bickerings,  the 
kings  of  England  and  Scotland  at  laft  came  to 
an  accomodation,  Henry  would  not  allow  that 
Perkin  Ihould  remain  with  his  new  protestor,  and 
James  would  not  deliver  up  his  gueft  to  his  enc* 
my,  it  was  therefore  agreed  that  this  young  adven* 
Turer  and  his  lady  (hquld  be  difmiflcd  with  honour 
and  fofety,  and  conveyed  wherever  they  pleafed. 
Pn  which  he  chofe  to  withdraw  to  Cork  ;  but  on 
his  arrival  there  finding  he  had  lefe  than  ever  to 
fx^£t  from  the  Iriih,  after  cnlifting  a  few  fol- 

diers 
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diers,  he  accepted  the  invitation  of  fbme  of  the 
Corniih  men,  whom  the  weight  of  taxes  had  oc- 
cafioned  to  take  up  arms,  came  over  to  head 
them,  and  took  upon  him  the  name  and  title  c£ 

Richard  the  Fourth,  king  of  England,  &c. 

And  whether  he  were  a  prince  or  not,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  he  adted  the  part  of  one  fo  well  that  if 
the  land  had  not  been  ruled  by  one  of  the  wifeft 
kings   that  ever  fat  upon  any  throne,  he  would 
have  flood  a  fair  chance  of  fucceeding.    But  Hen- 
ry had  fo  well  eftablifhed  civil  government,  and 
fo  efFe£tually  clipped  the  wings  of  rebellion  among 
the  nobles  by  abolifhing  military  foUowings,  and 
other  fuch  regulations,  and  was  withal  fo  vigilant 
and  lb  fortunate,  that  people  were  afraid  to  de-* 
clarc  againft  him.-^Nor  would  Pcrkin  ever  have 
had  that   body    of   men  under   his    command, 
amounting  to  about  fix  thoufand,  who  now  hailed 
him  monarch  of  the  iiland,  and  fet  him  up  in  a 
kind  of  mock  ftate,  if  the  king's  greatefl  vice  and 
weaknefs,  namely,  his  avarice,  had  not  created  a 
diflike  to  him  among  fome  of  the  people,  who 
yet  were  generally  kept  far  more  under  than  they 
had  been  for  the  three  or  four  preceeding  reigns. 
—But  even  when  Perkin  by  taking  this  advan** 
tage  had  gathered  this  power  together,  he  found 
himfelf  unable  to  take  Exeter,  though  he  aflaulted 
it  with  great  fury,  which  difpiriting  his  followers, 
he  raifcd  the  ficge  and  withdrew  to  Taunton,  where 
hearing  that  the  royalifts  under  the  command  of 
the  lord  Daubcney  were  in  full  march  to  give  him 
battle,  he  ftole  away  from  his  forces,  and  took 
refuge  in.  the  fanduary  of  Beaulieu  in  Hampfhire, 
on  which  the  jnfurgcnts  finding  themfelves  aban* 
doned  by  their  leader,  furrendered  at  difcretion-, 
fome  of  the  ringleaders  were  hanged  and  the  reft 
were  pardoned  and  cj'perfed. — The  lord  Daube- 
ney  afterwards  took  lady  Catherine,  the  wife  of 

f erkin, 
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Pcrkin,  who  being  brought  before  king  Henry 
won  lb  much  upon  him  by  the  beauty  of  her 
pcrfon,  and  the  modefty  of  her  dej^rtment  that 
he  fcnt  her  to  attend  on  the  queen,  and  bcftowcd  on 
her  a  confiderable  penfion. 

As  for  Pcrkin  himfdf,  a  pardon  being  proffered 
him,  he  furrendcred,  and  was  condufted  to  Lon- 
don, through  which  city  he  rode  amidft  the  hifles 
and  derifion  of  the  populace,  which  he  bore  with 
great  fortitude,  while  Henry  viewed  him  from  a 
window  though  he  never  would  admit  him  into 
his  prefence.     After  this  unworthy  infult,  he  was 
committed  prifoner  to  the  tower,  where  his  cap- 
tivity    was    rendered    rather  cafy    to    him  from 
motives  of  policy,  which  ferved  two  ends  •,  the 
firft  was    that    of  obtaining    a    voluntary    con- 
feffion  from  him  that  he  was  an  impoftor  •,   the 
iecond    that    of  furnifhing  means  at    fome    fu- 
ture period  of  taking  away  his  life  with  a   co- 
lour of  law  and  juftice,    whereby  Henry,  as  he 
thought,  might  gratify  all  his  own  wilhcs,    quiet 
his  fears^  and  yet  ftand  acquitted  of  the  charges  of 
cruelty  and  oppreflion.     The  fubftance  of  the  con- 
feflion,  which  was  a  ftrange  one,  was  as  follows  : 

^'  I  being  born  in  Flanders,   in  the  town  ofcanviMw 
Turney,  put  myfelf  in  fcrvice  with  a  Briton  cal- 
led Prcgent  Mcno,   the  which  brought  me  with 
him  into  Ireland,    and  when  wc  were  there  ar- 
rived  in   the  town  of  Cork,    they    of  the  town 
(becaufe  1  was  arrayed  with  fome  qlothes  of  (ilk, 
of   my  faid   matter's^  threeped  upon  me  that  I 
ihould  be  the  duke  of  Clarence's  fon,  that  was 
before  time  at  Divelin ;  and  forafmuch  as  I  de- 
nied it,   there    was  brought  unto  me  the  Holy 
Cvangelifts,  and  the  Croft  by  the  mayor  of  the 
town,  called  Ino  Lavallin,  and  there  I  took  my 
oath.   That  I   was  not  the  faid  duke's  fon,  nor 
DOQe  of  his  blood*    After  this^  came  to  me  an 

EpglUhman, 
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EngUfliman,  whole  name  was  Stephen  Poytow* 
with  one  John  Walter,  and  fwore  to  me,  That 
ihey  knev/  well  that  I  was  king  Richard's  baf- 
tard  fon,  to  whom  I  anfwered  with  like  oaths^ 
that  I  was  not :  then  they  advifi^  me  not  to  be 
afraid,  but  that  I  fhould  take  it  upon  me  bc^Iy; 
and  if  I  would  do  fo,  th?y  would  affifl:  mc  with 
all  their  power  againft  the  king  of  England  i 
and  not  only  they,  but  racy  were  affured  .thai  the 
earls  of  Defmond  and  Kildare  ftiouW  do  the  fame, 
^  for  they  pafled  not  what  part  they  took  &>  they 
might  be  avenged  on  the  king  of  England  %  and 
fo,  againil  my  will,  they  made  me  learn  Engliifa, 
and  taught  npe  what  I  Ihould  do  and  fay  -,-*and 
after  this  they  called  me  Richard  duke  of  York, 
fecond  fon  to  Edward  the  Fourth,  becaufc  king 
Richard's  baftard  ion  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
king  of  England.  And  .upon  this^  they  entered 
into  this  falfe  quarrel,  and  within  fliort  time  af- 
ter, the  French  king  fent  ambafladors  into  Ire- 
land,  viz.  Lyot  Lucas,  and  Stephen  Frayn,  and 
fo  I  went  into  France,  and  thence  into  Flanders, 
and  thence  into  Ireland,  thence  into  Scotland,  and 
fo  into  England  again/' 

One  cannot  read  the  above  with  any  degree  of 
attention  without  perceivmg  that  it  is  futile,  vague, 
and  even  in  fome  parts  contradictory  -,  and  indeed 
it  is  ftrange  that  a  man  of  Henry's  penetration 
Ihould  not  have  ©bferred  it  likewife.  But  perhaps 
the  reafon  why  he  did  not  make  an  objection  to 
the  form  of  it,  though  rhe  party  that  drew  it  up 
was  in  his  hands,  was  that  as  he  had  givoi  Perkin 
to  unde/lland  he  expefted  him  to  make  a  con- 
feffion,  but  had  left  the  manner  of  drawing  it 
up  to  himfelf,  in  order  to  avoid  the  leaft  impu- 
tation of  compulfic>n,  though  it  did  not  prove 
what  it  was  expefted  to  be,  the  fame  reafon  held 
^ood  for  letting  the  failyre  pafs  unnoticed. — But 

whatever 
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whatever  were  Henry's  motives,  it  is  certain  men 
were  little  fatisfied  with  the  arguments  made  ufe 
of  in  this  inftniment,  and  were  rather  confirnKd 
than  ftaggcrcd  in  their  belief  of  this  impoftor,  i£ 

he  really *were  one.- As  the  effcfts   of  men*s 

evil  actions  often  remain  when  they  themfelves 
are  no  more,  fo  it  happened  with  regard  to  Rich- 
ard the  Third.  The  myfterions  manner  in  which 
he  difpofed  of  his  brother's  children  occafioning  all 
this  confufion  in  a  future  reign.  Indeed  there  ha^e  J^^^*^ 
been  many  weighty  reafons  urged  in  modern 
times  to  prove  that  the  perfpn  called  Perkin  was 
the  real  duke  of  York,  though  in  that  cafe  ic 
muft  be  allowed  very  ftrange  that  he  fhould  have 
lain  fo  long  concealed. — But,  without  entering  far- 
ther into  this  matter  we  may  fairly  conclude  that 
whoever  this  pretender  to  the  crown  was,  Henry 
himfelf  was  by  no  means  aflured  he  was  an  im-i. 
poftor,  otherwife  how  came  it  that  he  did  not  endea- 
vour to  bring  more  ftriking  proofs  that  he  was  fo,  as 
he  had  done  in  the  cafe  of  Symnel,  who  was  firft 
fei  up  in  all  probability  only  to  found  the  tem- 
pers of  the  people  before  the  other  made  his  appear- 
ance, moft  certainly  the  matter  lay  heavy  upon  the 
Ipirits  of  Henry,  who  at  length  caufed  both  Perkia 
and  the  real  earl  of  Warwick  to  be  executed^ 
while  he  prud-ntly  afFefted  to  defpife  the  falfc  one* 
There  is  little  more  on  record  concerning  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  in  this  reign,  except  two  or  three 
inconfiderable  fkirmifhes,  and  one  great  battle 
which  Kildare  fought  in  Connaught  againft  Ulick 
Burk,  and  his  Irifh  allies,  and  which  the  former 
Certainly  won  ;  but  it  is  not  fo  certain  that  he 
could  have  flain  nine  thoufand  of  the  enemy  in 
a  battle  that  lafted  fome  hours,  without  having  one 
man  on  his  own  fide  either  killed  or  wounded  ;  yet 
this  h  the  Englifli  account  of  the  matter,  which  I 

iliall 
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ihall  reje£t  without  fcruple,  as  being  partia]»  falie^ 
and  abfurd. 

However,  the  carl  had  the  order  of  the  gaiter 
conferred  upon  him  in  return  for  his  fenrices,  and 
remained  lord  juftice  at  the  death  of  Henry  the 
Seventh,  which  happened  at  his  palace  at  Rich- 
mond,  in  the  year  fifteen  hundred  and  nine. 
Hcnrj  vui  Arthur,  the  elded  fon  of  the  late  king  dyii^  be- 
fore  his  father,  and  leaving  no  ifiue,  his  Iccond 
fon  fucceeded  to  the  crown  by  the  name  of  Hen- 
ry the  Eighth,  king  of  England  and  France,  and 
lord  of  Ireland,  &c.  in  which  latter  country  he 
chofe  to  continue  the  great  officers  of  ftate  as  they 
Hood  at  his  acceflion,  as  rightly  judging  that  a 
change  of  them  would  be  more  likely  to  unhinge 
the  government  than  to  prove  any.  way  fervicrablc 
to  its  interefls. 

On  this  account,  the  fucceeding  year  the  earl 
was  made  lord  deputy. — About  the  fame  period, 
marching  into  Muiifler  with  an  army  that  he  had 
levied  for  that  purpofr,  he  burned  and  ravaged 
the  ccuntry,  and  took  a  great  booty }  but,  on  his 
return  from  this  expedition,  James  earl  of  Dcf- 
inond  Turlough,  0*Brian,  and  Mac  William,  a 
lord  of  the  Burks  fell  in  with  him  in  the  county 
of  Limerick,  and  after  a  defperiite  battle,  in  which 
both  parties  fuffered  much,  the  latter  obliged  the 
lord  deputy  to  make  a  retreat,  which  he  was  glad 
to  do,  his  troops  being  fatigued  and  burdened 
with  the  fpoil  they  had  taken.-^'But  the  next 
fpring  he  made  a  .more  fuccefsful  expedition  inco 
Ulftcr. 

All  this  time  the  animofity  between  the  Gerald^ 
ines  and  the  Butlers  had  continued,  which  firit  took 
birth  from  faction,  and  afterwards  was  encoura^d 
by  envy. — And  at  one  time  it  went  fo  far,  that 
James  earl  of  Ormond,  was  obliged  to  fly  to  a 
church  for  a  fanftuary  j    but  Kildare  permitting 

hnn 
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him  Co  come  out  unharhied,  a  kind  of  reconcilia'^ 
tion  was  made  for  that    time    between   the  two 

noblemen. As   to  the  lord  deputy,    he  dying 

in  fifteen  hundred  and  fifteen,  his  ion  Gerald 
already  lord  treafurer  fucceeded  him  in  his  office, 
as  it  was  enabled  by  parliament,  and  iti  the  fuc- 
ceeding,  year  he  defeated  fevcral  of  the  Irifh  chiefs, 
and  obliged  them-  to  fly  to  their  woods  and  bogi 
for  flicker. 

To  him  fucceeded  for  a  time,  (probably  as  his 
fubflitute,)  William  lord  Gormanfton  i  but  we  hear 
of  nothing  worth  note  during  his  adminifl:ration, 
but  when  Gerald  returned,  being  made  lord  de- 
puty by  the  king,  he  fummoned  a  parliament, 
which  pafled  fome  good  adts  for  the  eafe  and  be- 
nefit or  his  majefty's  fubjefts  refiding  in  Ireland. 

After  this  the  lord  deputy  invaded  Imaly,  flew 
Shane  0*Tool,  and  then  pafled  on  to  Clonmel 
and  other  places  where  he  had  equally  good  fuc- 
ccfsi;  neverthelefs  fome  of  the  citizens  of  Dub- 
lin attempting  to  follow  his'  fteps  were  defeated 
and  obliged  to  retreat  with  more  hafte  than  they 
had  advanced  to  the  charge. 

This  period  was  marked  \fy  great  contentions 
between  Sir  Pierce  Butler  and  Sir  James  Or- 
mond,  concerning  the  earldom  of  Ormond,  which 
the  former,  though  not  the  right  heir,  feized  and 
would  not  allow  the  latter  any  thing  towards  his 
fubfiftance.  The  confequence  of  which  was  that 
Sir  Pierce  not  enduring  to  fee  his  wife,  who  was 
pr^ant,  reduced  to  the  want  of  common  ne- 
ceflaries,  lay  m  wait  for  Sir  James,  whom  he  kil . 
led  with  his  fpear,  and  enjoyed  the  ellat^  peace- 
ably ever  afterwards. 

In  the  mean  time  nothing  was  heard  in  Eng- 
land but  complaints  about  the  mifmanagement  of 
the  earl  of  Kildare,  who  was  recalled,  and  Tho- 
mas Howard,    carl  of  Surry,   fubftituted  in  his 

room 
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room,  in  whofe  time  Con  fiuckagh  O'Neal  in- 
vaded Mcath,  but  retired,  on  the  lord  lieutenant's 
approach,  and  afterwards  lent  to  folicit  a  par- 
don, which  accordingly  was  granted  him.  -— -* 
And  Sorfy  was  ordered  to  knight  him,  and  the 
king  ient  him  a  collar  of  gold,  and  invited  him 
over  to  England. 

The  earl  of  Kildare*s  accufers  not  being  able 
to  prove  any  thing  againO:  him  in  England^  he 
was  fet  at  liberty,  and  attended  Henry  to  France, 
where  he  was  prcfent  at  the  pompous  meeting  be- 
tween the  two  kings,  which  at  that  time  made 
fiich  a  noifc  over  Europe. 

While  Surry  was  chief  magiftratc,  he  gained 
many  advantages  over  the  Irilh,  whom  it  was  pre- 
tended Kildare  himfelf  had  ftimulated  to  take  up 
arms  •,  but  this  was  an  aflertion  without  proof. 
Pierce,  earl  of  Ormond,  .was  the  next  lord  de- 
puty I  and  in  his  time  O'Neal  and  0*Donnel  wailed 
and  fpoiled  each  others  lands  in  Munfter,  and 
could  by  no  means  be  brought  to  a  reconcilia- 
tion, and,  befides  this,  the  plague  raged  in  the 
ifland. 

The  earl  of  Kildafe  returning,  there  were  great 
A.  D.  j^^loufies  between  him  land  the  earl  of  Ormond, 
15^6.'  and  a  favourite  of  the  latter's  being  flain  by  t 
follower  of  the  fprmer,  on  this  occafion  the  com- 
plaints were  renewed  againft  Kildare ;  and  after- 
wards were  brought  to  a  plain  impeachment  of 
treafon,  chiefly  on  account  of  his  being  ftippofcd 
to  favour  his  coufin,  the  earl  of  Defmond,  in  a 
rebellion  he  had  planned.?— And,  in  confequence 
of  thefe  matters,  the  earl  went  over  again  to  an- 
fwer  t;o  the  charge  in  England. 

When  he  came  thither  he  was  impriforied  in 
the  tower  j  ncverthelefs  he  made  a  bold  defence 
before  cardinal  Wolfey  at  the  council  board. 

^  In 
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In  the  itlcan  time  the  earl  had  appointed  hii 
uncle  Fitz  Gerald  his  deputy  in  Ireland  ;  but  he 
was  obliged  to  furrender  to  Richard  Nugent,  lord 
t)f  Delvin,  who  having  fufpend^d  a  penfion  that 
Was  formerly  paid  to  O'Connor  for  making  ir- 
ruptiohs  into  the  Pale,  the  Irilh  chief  invited  him 
to  a  conference  in  order  to  prefer  his  complaint } 
but  inftead  of  that,  he  took  the  deputy  priforier, 
to  whoni  Pierfce,  earl  of  Oflbry  fuccecded  5  but 
he  could  not  get  his  predecJeCbr's  releafe  granted 
by  O'Connor,  whereupon  the  penfion  was  fuf* 
pcnded  by  aft  of  parliament* 

But  all  this  while»  Kildare  was  fuppofed  to  car^' 
ly  on  a  fccret  correfpondence  with  Defmond,  by 
means  of  the  lady  Slane,  his  daughter  ;  and  be-^ 
ing  at  enmity  with  the  deputy,  every  thing  was 
exonerated  by  means  of  die  latter  at  the  couit 
of  England,  whither  Kildare  repairing,  procured 
the  prefcnt  deputy  to  be  fuperfeded^  and  got 
himfelf  appointed  chief  magiflrate  in  his  fteadi 
but  when  he  had  got  the  power  into  his  hands 
then  he  was  rafh  enough  to  turn  it  againft  all 
thofe  whom  he  efteemed  his  private  enemies,  con- 
federating with  the  Irifh  ^ainft  them,  to  bum 
and  deftroy  their  lands,  and  perfuading  his  un- 
cles to  do  the  like  ;  the  confequence  of  which 
Was, — that  he  was  impeached  again  in  Eng- 
landj  whither  he  would  this  time  have  exoifed 
himfelf  from  going,  but  When  he  found  he  Jmuft 
depart,  he  took  care  to  fortify  his  caftles,  and 
being  oftiered  by  the  king  to  leave  a  deputy,  for 
whole  conduft  he  could  be  anfwerable,  he  left 
his  own  fon  in  that  office,  after  giving  him  fome 
good  advice,  which  however*  he  had  not  modera^ 
tion  enough  to  follow^  the  want  of  which  proved 
his  ruin,  and  that  of  his  family. 

For,  fome  time  after  the  earPs  departure,  a  rfc- 
port  being  fpread  in  Dublin  that  he  was  beheaded 

Vol.  I.  B  b  in 
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in  the  tower,  the  young  lord  deputf  imoicdiately 
entered  into  a  confederacy  with  O'Connor  and 
Others,  and  rode  with  an  hundred  and  twenty  armed 
men  to  Dublin,  where  entering  the  council  cham- 
ber with  this  crowd  at  bis  heels,  ioftead  of  taking 
his  place  at  the  board,  when  the  members  role 
to  receive  him  he  thus  addreflcd  them  :  . 
,  *'  Howevtr  injurioufly  we  be  haruilcd,  and  forced 
to  defend  ourfelves  in  arms,  when  neither  our 
iervice  nor  good  meaning  towards  our  prince's 
rrown  avaikth ;  yet  fay  not  hereafter,  but  in  thii 
open  hoftility  which  here  we  profefs  and  proclaim, 
wc  have  (hewed  ourfelves  no  Arillains  nor  churls, 
bOt  warriors  and  gendemen.  This  fword  o(  cftatc 
is  yours  and  not  mine ;  I  received  it  with  an  oath, 
and  ufed  it  to  your  benefit :  I  fhould  ftain  mine 
honour  if  I  turned  the  feme  to  your  annoyance:  Now 
have*I  need  of  mine  own  fword,  which  I  dare  truft  > 
as  for  the  common  fwoird,  it  fiaaereth  me  with  a 
painted  fCabbard,  but  hath  indeed  a  peftiknt  ed^ 
already  bathed  in  the  Geraldines  blood,  and  now 
is  newly  whetted  in  hopes  of  a  farther  dellruSioiiL 
Tlxerefore  fave  yourfdves  from  us^  as  from  open 
'enemies.  I  am  none  of  Henry's  deputies,  I  am  his 
foe  ;  I  have  more  mind  to  conquer  than  to  govern  -♦ 
to  meet  him  in  the  field,  than  to  ferve  him  in 
ofEce.  If  all  t^e  hearts  of  England  and  Ireland 
.that  have  caofe  thereto  would  join  in  this  ^uarreU 
(as  I  hope  they  will)  then  (hould  he  ibon  be  made 
fenfible  (as  I  truft  he  (hall)  of  lus  tyranny  and 
cruelty,  for  which  die  ages  to  come  may  lawfuUy 
fcore  him  up  among  die  ancient  tyrants,  c^  moii 
.  abominable  and  hateful  memory." 

To  which  extraordinary  fpeech  the  lord  chao- 
ccUor  made  the  following  reply : 

"  My  lord.  Although  hatred  be  commonly  the 
handmaiden  of  truth,  becaufe  we  fee  him  that 
plainly  expreffech  lus  mind,  to  be  for  the  more  part 


HISTORY    Of    IRELAND.        371 

)f  mod  men  diflikcd  ;  yet  notwithftanding  I  am  fo 
veil  affured  of  your  lordfhip's  good  inclination 
owards  me,  and  your  lordfhip  fo  certain  of  my 
:ntire  affedtion  towards  you,  as  I  am  emboldcnccl 
notwithftanding  this  company  of  armed  men) 
Veely  and  frankly  to  utter  that  which  by  me  de- 
:larcd  and  by  your  lordflbip  followed,  will  turn 
God  willing)  to  the  avail  of  you,  your  friends, 
lilies,  and  this  country.  I  doubt  not  (my  lord) 
)ut  you  know  that  it  is  wifdom  for  any  man  to 
00k  before  he  leap,  and  to  found  the  water  before 
lis  fhip  hull  thereon  ^  and  namely,  where  the  matter 
s  of  weight,  there  it  behoveth  to  follow  founds 
'age,  and  mature  advice :  Wherefore  (my  lord)  fith 
t  is  no  may-game  for  a  fubjeft  to  levy  an  army 
igainft  his  prince,  it  lieth  your  lordfhip  in  hand 
X)  breathe  longer  on  the  matter^  as  well  by  fore- 
rafting  the  hurt,  whereby  you  may  fall  as  by  re- 
volving the  hope  by  which  you  are  fed.  What 
hould  move  your  lordlhip  to  this  fudden  attempt, 
1  know  not  •,  if  it  be  the  death  of  your  father,  it 
s  as  yet  but  fccretly  muttered,  not  manifeftly  pub- 
ilhed ;  and  if  I  fhduld  grant  you,  that  your  zeal 
n  revenging  your  father's  execution  were  in  fome 
•efpeft  to  be  commen4ed ;  yet  rcafon  would  that  you 
ufpcnd  the  revenge  until  the  certayity  were  known., 
^nd  were  it  that  the  report  were  true^  yet  it  ftand- 
^th  with  the  duty  and  allegiance  of  a  good  fubjedt 
from  whom  I  hope  in  God  you  mean  not  to  diflcver 
l^ourfclf)  not  to  fpurn  and  kick  againft  his  prince ; 
t>utcontrariwife,  if  his  fovereignbc  mighty,  to  fear 
i^im  i  if  he  be  profitable  to  his  fubjefts,  to  ho- 
nour him  V  if  he  command,  to  obey  him ;  if  he 
be  kind,  to  love ;  if  he  be  vicious,  to  pity ;  if 
be  be  a  tyrant,  to  bear  with  him ;  ponfidering, 
that  in  fuch  cafe  it  is  better  with  patience  to 
i^ow,  than  with  ftubbornnefb  to  break  :  For  fa- 
^cd  is  the  name  of  a  king,  and  odious  is  the 
B.b  2  name 
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,  name  of  rebellion  5  the  one  from  Heaven  derived, 
and  by  God  fhielded;  the  other  forged  in  hell 
and  by  the  devil  executed :  and  therefore  whofa 
will  obfcrve  hiftories,  or  weigh  the  jufticc  of 
God  in  punifliing  malcfaftors,  fliall  eafily  fee 
that,  albeit  the  fun  Ihineth  for  a  time  on  tbem 
that  arc  in  rebellion,  yet  fuch  fweet  beginnings 
are  at  length  clafpcd  up  with  fharp  and  (bur 
ends.  Now  that  it  appeareth  you  ought  not  to 
bear  armour  againft  your  king,  it  refteth  to  dif- 
cufs  whether  you  be  able  (though  you  were 
willing)  to  annoy  your  king:  For  if  among 
mean  and  private  foes,  it  be  reckoned  for  folly 
in  a  fecret  grudge  to  profcfs  open  hatred^  and 
where  he  is  not  able  to  hinder,  there  to  fl^w 
a  willing  mind  to  hurt ;  much  more  ou^ht  your 
lordfhip,  in  lb  general  a  quarrel  as  this,  that 
concerneth  the  king,  that  toucheth  the  nobility 
that  appertaineth  to  the  whole  commonwealth, 
to  forefee  the  king's  power  on  the  one  fide,  and 
your  force  on  the  other,  and  then  to  judge  if 
you  be  able  to  cope  with  him,  and  to  put  him 
bcfide  the  cufhion  -,  and  not  whilft  you  ftrive  to 
fit  in  the  faddle,  to  lofe  (to  your  own  undoing) 
both  the  horfc  and  the  faddle. 

"  King  Henry  is  known  to  be,  in  thefc  our  days, 
fo  puiffant  a  prince,  and  fo  viftorious  a  worthy, 
that  he  is  able  to  conquer  foreign  dominions; 
and  think  you  that  he  cannot  defend  his  ovn  ? 
He  tameth  kings,  and  judge  you  that  he  may 
not  rule  his  own  fubjefts?  Suppofe  you  con- 
quer the  land,  do  you  imagine  that  he  will  noc 
recover  it  ?  Therefore  (my  lord)  flatter  not  your- 
felf  over  much  ;  expofe  not  fo  great  affiance  cither 
in  your  troop  of  horfcmen,  or  in  your  band  ci" 
footmen,  or  in  the  muldtude  of  your  partakers^ 
what  face  focver  they  may  put  now  on  the 
matter,  or  what  fucccfs  foever  for  a  feafon  they 

have. 
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have,  becaufe  it  is  eafy  for  an  army  to  vanquifh 
them  that  do  norrefift ;  yet  hereafter,  when  the 
king  (hall  fend  his  power  into  this  country,  you 
fliall  fee  your  adherents,  like  flippery  changellings, 
pluck  in  their  horns  •,  and  fuch  as  were  content 
to  bear  you  up  by  the  chin,  as  long  as  you 
could  fwim,  when  they  efpy  you  finking,  they 
will,  by  little  and  little,  fhrink  from  you,  and 
perchance  will  duck  you  over  head  and  cars.- 
As  long  as  the  gale  puffeth  full  in  your  fails,  doubt 
not  but  divers  will  cleave  unto  you,  and  feed  on  you, 
as  crows  on  carrion ;  but  if  any  ftorm  happen  to 
blufter,  then  will  they  be  fure  to  leave  you  poft 
alone  fticking  in  the  midft  of  fands,  having  leail 
help  when  moft  need.  And  what  will  then  en- 
fue  of  this  ?  The  branches  will  be  pardoned,  the 
root  apprehended,  your  honour  diftained,  your  houfe 
attainted,  your  arms  revcrfed,  your  manours  razed, 
your  doings  examined  ;  at  which  time,  God  know- 
eth  what  a  heart-burning  it  will  be,  when  that  with 
no  colour  may  be  deilied ;  which  without  fhame  can- 
not be  confefled.  My  lord,  I  pour  not  out  oracles 
as  a  foothfayer ;  for  I  am  neither  a  prophet  nor  fon 
of  a  prophet :  But  it  may  be  that  I  am  fomc  frantic 
Caflandra,  being  partner  of  her  Ipirit  in  telling 
the  truth,  and  partaker  of  her  misiortune,  in  that 
I  am  not,  (when  I  tell  the  truth)  believed  of 
your  lordihip,  whom  God  defend  from  being 
Priamus. 

"  Weigh  therefore  (my  lord)  the  nobility  of 
your  anceitors;  remember  you  father's  late  exhorta- 
tion ;  forget  not  your  duty  to  your  prince ;  con- 
fiJer  the  cftate  of  this  poor  country;  with  what 
heaps  of  curfes  you  Ihall  be  loaded,  when  your 
foldicrs  ihall  rifle  the  poor  fubjedts,  and  fo  far  en- 
danger the  whole  realm,  as  they  are  not  yet  born 
that  ftiali  hereafter  feel  the  fmart  of  this  uproar. 
You  have  not  gone  fo  far  but  you  may  turn  home  v 
B  b  3  the 
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the  king  is  mcrcifuU  your  offence,  as  yet,  not 
over  heinous,  cleave  to  his  clemency :  abandon  this 
headlong  folly ;  which  I  crave  in  moft  humble  wife 
of  your  lordlliio;  for  the  affcdion  you  bear  the 
country,  and  tor  the  rcfpeft  you  have  to  your 
own  fafety,  whom  God  defend  from  all  troiterous 
and  wicked  attempts." 

But  this  fpeech,  how  moving  foever,  had  no 
other  effecl  than  occafioning  Fitz  Gerald  to  tell 
the  chancellor,  that  he  did  not  come  thither  to  aik 
counlc'l,  but  to  ms^ke  them  acquainted  with  his 
intentions,  and  on  the  whole,  that  he  loved  and 
revered  his  father,  and  would  revenge  his  cauie, 
-—Having  faid  this,  he  furrcndered  the  fword 
and  depjjrted  abruptly  with  his  guards  from  the 
council  chamber,  being  willing,  if  he  wen?  a  rebel, 
at  leaft  tQ  Ihew  himfelf  an  open  one. 

I  laving  thus  declared  war  with  his  prince,  think- 
ing there  was  now  no  time  to  be  loft,  he  firft  in- 
vaded Kilkenny,  and  afterwards  Fingal,  defeating  4 
body  of  men  chat  failied  out  of  Dublin  to  inrercrpc 
fome  provifions,  and  killing  eighty  of  rhem  in  the 
encounter.  ^r-Immediately  upon  this  vifkory,  Fitz- 
Gerald  fent  the  citizens  word,  that  though  he  could 
destroy  Dublin,  he  would  nor,  if  chey  would  fuffer 
him  to  befiege  the  caftle  without  any  interruption  on 
their  pare,  which  they  accordingly  agreed  to,  at  the 
fame  time  difpatching  an  account  of  the  matter  to 
the  king,  and  having  befides  furnifli^d  the  cadie 
with  ammunition  and  provifions  \  but  the  archbifliop 
not  cliufing  to  truit  to  the  flrengrh  of  the  fortreis, 
ilole  out  in  the  night,  and  embarked  for  England, 
but  the  veflcl  being  ftranded  at  Clonrarf,  was  forced 
to  go  to  the  village  of  Tortain,  whither  Fitz- 
Gerald  and  his  uncles  came  foon  after,  and  caufed 
him  to  be  taken  out  of  bed  and  brought  before  him 
in  his  (hirr^  who  fupplicated  them  in  the  moft 
moving  terms  to  fpare  his  life.    On  which  Fvz- 

Gerald, 
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Gerald,   turning  away,  faid   in.  Irifli,.  Ber  woevt  a 

buddagb^,  which  fignifics,    "  Remove  the  clpwn  •," 

meaning,  that  the  prifoncr  jfbould  be  taken  ogt  of 

his  Gght  i   but  fomc  of  his  followers  afFefting  to 

,  rtiifunderftand  their  matter,  immediately  fell  upoti 

(he  archbiQiop,  and  beat  his  brains  out  upon  the 

fpor.     The  rebels  afrer wards    took  captives    fomc 

o»hcr  pcrfijns  of  note,  and  having  obtained  the  con- 

fcnc  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  fet  themfclves  to  work 

to  befiege  ■  the  caille,    and  alfo   committed   great 

depredations  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny.     But  aN 

dcrman  Herbert,  who  had  been  fent  to  the  king, 

returning  with  encouragement  from  his  majefty  to 

the  Dublin  men  to  defend  themfclves,  they  made  a 

refolution.    That   no   faith   was  to  be   kept  with 

traitors,  and   ordering  the  gates  to  be    (hut,  fell 

upon  the  befiegers,  fome  of  whom  they  made .  pri- 

foncrs. Fitz-Gerald  hearing  of  this,  marched 

from  Kilkenny  towards  Dublin,  and  in  his  paf^ 
fage  took  fcveral  children  belonging  to  the  people  of 
that  city,  who  were  then  at  fchool  in  the  country, 
and  fenc  to  expottulate  with  thofe  who  had  broken 
the  league,  and  to  demand  that  his  men  (hoxild  be 
fer  at  liberty,  which  being  refufed,  he  detained  the 
children  in  revenge,  and  begun  to  difpofc  mj|tfer$ 
for  chc  renewal  of  the  attack  upon  the  caille,  in 
which  attempt  Jiowcver  he  .was  baffled  and  forced 
to  retreat,  his  foops  being  routed  in  a  fally  of 
the  Engli(h,  and  himfclf  with  difficulty  cjcaping. 

Aftrr  this  defeat,  he  fent  again  to  treat  with  the 
cirizcns,  making  the  following  demands  upon  them; 

I.  That  his  men,   whom  they  had  taken  prifoners 
Ihould  be  releafcd. 

II.  That   the  citizens   (hould  pay  one  thoufand 
pounds  in  money,  and  five  hundred  pounds  in  wares. 

III.  That  they  fhould  furnifli  him  with  artillery 
and  ammunition. 

IV.  Thai  they  fliould  make  inrerccfTionwiihihc king 
to  i  b;ain  pardon  for  himfvlf  and  his  followers. 

]5b4  To 
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To  which  the  citizens  returned  this  anfwcr: 

I.  That  they  would  rcleafe  his  meo,  if  he  wooU 
.  fee  their  children  at  liberty. 

II.  That  being  impovtrifhed  by  his  wars,  they 
f ould  neither  fpare  wares  nor  money. 

III.  That  if  he  intended  to  fubaiity  he  could  ha?8 
no  need  of  them. 

IV.  That  they  would  make  all  the  ioteroeffioa 
they  could,  either  by  word  or  letter. 

On  which  Fitz-Gcrald  agreed  to  the  citizens 
terms,  and  the  matter  was  fo  far  fettled.  But 
though  he  hinted  his  intention  of  fubmitting,  yet 
he  flood  in  arms,  taking  and  deftroying  things  as 
in  an  enemy's  country,  and  vanquiflied  a  rc-intorce- 
xxient  that  came  from  England,  and  were  com- 
manded by  the  two  Hamertons^  as  they  were  oa 
their  road  to  Dublin.  • 

—  Soon  after,  befides  many  levies.  Sir  William 
Skeffington  arrived  at  Dublin,  who  was  appo'mted 
to  take  upon  himfclf  the  office  of  lord  deputy,  and 
fome  of  the  Englilh  fleet  encountering  Brade  the 
pyrate,  ran  his  v^ITel  on  fhore,  and  took  himfelf 
and  nine  of  his  men,  whom  they  fent  prifoners  to 
Dublin ;  on  which  Fitz-Gcrald  threatening  to  bc- 
fiege  Tredagh,  Skeffington  marched  that  way, 
proclaimed  the  late  lord  deputy  a  traitor,  and 
{laid  in  that  quarter  as  long  as  he  found  it  nc* 
ceflary  to  avert  the  danger. 

In  the  mean  time  Fitz-Qei-ald,  having  fccn  that 
fix  ftrong  caftles  he  pofTefled  in  Ireland  were  well 
garrifoned  and  provided,  went  into  Connaught,  in 
order  to  ftrengthen  himfclf  by  an  alliance  with  the 
anticnt  natives  ;  but  whilft  he  was  gone,  the  lord 
deputy  laying  fiege  to  Mjnooth,  that  fortrefs  was 
furrendcrcd  to  him  by  the  perfidy  of  one  Parcfr, 
who  had  made,  what  he  thought,  advantageous 
terms  for  himfclf  with  the  befiegers ;  but  as  he 
had  forgotten  to  ftipulatc  for  the  fafety  of  his  per- 

fofl, 
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fon,  the  lord  deputy  ordered  his  demands  to  be  firft 
paid  h^m«  and  then  had  him  executed  as  a  traitor. 

The  furrender  of  this  caftle  proved  the  ruin  of 
Fitz-Gerald*s  affairs,  for  though  he  had  concluded 
his  intended  alliance,  yet  had  flayed  too  long 
about  it  for  his  intereft;  for  his  army,  though  ic 
amounted  to  feven  thoufand  men,  being  difpirited 
at  what  had  happened,  began  to  fall  away  from  him  1 
and  the  lord  deputy  afterwards  defeating  him  in  a 
pitched  battle,  he  could  no  more  appear  at  the  head 
of  any  confiderable  body  of  troops,  but  carried  on 
a  piratical  war,  ruining  and  fpoiling  the  country, 
till  at  length,  being  grown  quite  weary  of  this 
fort  of  li^,  he  furrendered  at  difcretion  to  Sir 
William  Brereton,  and  rode  with  him  to  Dub- 
lin. 

This  prompt  fqbmiffion  feems  to  have  been 
made  by  Fitz  Gerald,  in  hopes  that  by  thu$ 
throwing  himfelf  voluntarily  into  the  king's  power 
he  might  in  fome  meafure  atone  for  his  rebeU 
lion ;  but  he  was  deceived  in  Henry  j  for  an  op- 
pofition  to  the  will  of  that  prince  in  matters  far 
lefs  flagrant  was  not  fo  e^fy  to  be  forgiven,  and 
as  this  revolt  had  vexed  him  to  the  heart,  he  re- 
folvcd  that  the  author  of  it  Ihould  not  efcapp 
his  vengeance.  He.  therefore  ordered  Fitz  Ge- 
rald to  be  arrefted  on  his  way  to  Windfor,  and 
he  and  his  five  uncles  to  be  hanged,  though  three 
of  them  had  long  oppofed  tl  eir  nephew's  pro- 
ceedings.— As  to  the  old  earl  of  Kildare,  he  died 
in  prifon  of  grief,  as  it  is  faid,  for  his  fon's  vio- 
lent behaviour,  who  had  neither  loyalty  fufficient 
to  keep  meafures  with  his  prince,  nor  prudence 
enough  to  retain  that  power  in  his  hands,  which 
might  have  rendered  his  attempts  fuccefsful.— 
And  thus  ended  this  revolt,  with  great  trouble  to 
ihe  king  and  his  fubjefts  on  the  one  hand,  and 

wi;h 
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with  the  almoft  total  ruin  of  a  oobk  fiiinilf  on 
the  other. 

The  lord  deputy  dying  at  Kilmanhainiy  Leo- 
nard lord  Grey  fucceeded  to  his  place,  during 
whofe  adminidration  part  of  the  army  being  ilU 
paid,  mutinied,  and  fome  of  the  ringleaders  of 
the  infurredion  were  hanged,  on  which  fome  re- 
gulations relative  to  the  troops  and  other  mat* 
ters  of  importance  were  propofed  and  fubauucd 
to  the  judgment  of  the  king  and  council. 

—By  this  time  king  Henry  having  quarrel- 
led with  the  pope  on  account  of  his  holinefs's 
difapprobation  of  his  divorce  from  Catherine  of 
Arragon,  had  baniflied  the  pontiflf  *s  authority  out 
of  England,  and  every  where  favoured  the  preachers 
of  the  new  doftrine,  one  of  whom,  George  Brown, 
was  this  year  confecrated  archbHhop  of  Dublin. 

And  befides  this  the  king  had  fent  commiifionen 
into  Ireland,  to  endeavour  to  banifh  the  pope's 
authority  out  of  that  country,  on  which  the  arch- 
biihop  above-mentioned  fent  the  following  letter 
to  Cromwell,  who  was  lord  privy  feal  at  that 
time  in  England  : 

My  moft  honoured  lord, 

•'  Your  humble  fervant  receiving  your  mandate 
by  one  of  his  highnefs's  commifTioners,  hath  en- 
deavoured almoft  at  the  hazard  of  his  life  to  pro- 
cure the  nobility  and  gentry  to  due  obedience, 
in  owning  his  highnefs  for  their  fupreme  head,  as 
well  fpiritual  as  temporal,  and  do  find  much  op- 
pugning therein,  efpecially  by  my  brother  Ard- 
magh,  who  hath  been  the  main  oppugner,  and 
fo  hath  withdrawn  moll  of  his  fufFragans  and  cler- 
gy within  his  fee  and  jurildiftion.  He  made  a 
fpeech  to  them,  laying  a  curfe  upon  thr  peoph 
whofoevcr  fliould  own  his  highnci's^s  fuprcmacy, 
faying,  That  this  ifle,  as  is  in  the  Irifh  chroni- 
cle, Infula  Sacra,  belongs  to  none  but  the  bifh^P 

of 


HISTORYoF    IRELAND;       379 

of  Rome,  and  that  it  was  the  bifhop  of  Rome's 
predcceflbrs  gave  it  to  the  king's  angcftors.--—* 
There  arc  two  meffengers,  by  the  pricfts  of  Ard- 
magh,s  and  by  that  archbifhop,  now  lately  fent  to 
the  bilhop  of  Rqme.  Your  lord(bip  may  inform 
his  highnefs,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  call  a  par- 
liament in  this  nation  to  pafs  the  fupremacy-a6t  5 
for  they  do  not  much  matter  his  h^hnefs's  corn- 
million  which  you  fent  over.  This  ifland  hath 
been  for  a  long  time  held  in  ignorance  by  the  Romifti 
orders,  and  as  for  their  fecukr  orders,  they  are, 
in  a  manner,  as  ignorant  as  the  people,  being  not 
able  to  fay  mafs,  or  to  pronounce  the  words, 
they  not  knowing  what  they  themfelves  fay  in  the 
Roman  tongue.  The  common  people  in  this  iQe 
are  more  zealous  in  their  blindncfs  than  the  faints 
and  martyrs  were  in  the  truth  at  the  beginning 
of  the  gofpcL  I  ft;nd  to  you,  my  very  good  lord, 
thefe  things,  that  your  lordfliip  and  his  highncfs 
may  confwlt  what  is  to  be  done.  It  is  feared 
O'Ncil  will  be  ordered  by  the  bifliop  of  Rome 
to  oppofe  yoyr  order  from  the  king's  highnefs  ; 
for  the  natives  are  much  in  number  within  his 
power.  I  do  pray  the  Lord  Chrift  to  defend  your 
lordHiip  from  your  enemies/'— 

The  parliament  meeting  in  May  was  adjourned 
to  Kilkenny,  and  afterwards  to  Caihell  and  to 
Dublin  5  but  while  the  ipembers  of  that  aflembly 
were  buiied  in  enafting,  there  were  others- of  that 
country  who  were  no  left  bufy  in  breaKing  the 
laws,  and  among(t  other  things  O'Connor  took 
this  opportunity  of  invading  the  Pale,  to  draw 
him  froni  which  the  Iprd  TrimletfteWn  entering 
Ophaly  burned  and  Idd  wafte  the  country. 

The  parliament,  in  the  mean  time,  after  many 

Prorogations  and  adjournments  had  palTcd  ;he  fbl- 
>wing  a(^s ; 

^  .  I.  An 
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XIV.  That  no  fubjca  Ihould  be  fliaved  above 
his  ears^  or  nvcar  gUbbs  or  crom-meals,  L  t.  hsif 
on  the  upper  lip  •,  or  linnen  dyed  in  faffron,  or 
above  feven  yards  of  linnen  in  their  ihifts  ;  and 
that  no  woman  i«ear  any  kirtle^  or  coat  tucked 
up,  or  embroidered  or  garnifhed  with  filk«  or 
couched  or  laid  with  ulker,  after  the  Iriih  faihion, 
and  that  no  perfon  wear  mantles,  coats,  or  hoods 
after  the  Irifh  faihion  (except  women,  horie4)oyS) 
cow-boys,  and  foldiers,  at  the  rifings-out  and  hoft* 
ings,  which  may  all  wear  mantles)  and  that  every 
body  endeavour  to  .learn  the  Engliih  languages 
and  conform  to  the  Englifh  fafhion,  &c. 

XV.  That  benefices  (hould  not  be  given  to 
any  that  could  not  fpeak  Englifh,  (unlcfs  after 
four  proclamations  in  the  next  market  town  to 
the  benefice,  on  four  fcveral  market  days)  a  per* 
Ion  that  could  fpeak  Engliih  could  not  be  gpt ; 
but  that  then  an  honeft  able  Irifliman  might  be 
admitted,  on  his  oath  that  he  would  do  his  ut- 
moil  endeavours  to  learn  the  Engliih  language, 
and  obferve  the  Engliih  order  and  faihion,  and 
teach  thofe  under  him  to  do  the  like  \  and  he  was 
to  keep  an  Engliih  fchool  in  his  parifli  for  that  pur« 
pofe,  &c.   . 

XVI.  An  adkfor  the  fupprefllon  of  abbeys. 

XVII.  An  ad  againft  tranfporting  of  wool  and 
flocks. 

XVIIL  An  a&  about  the  proof  of  tefta- 
ments. 

XIX.  The  aft  of  faculties*  prohibiting  the  fub^ 
efts  from  paying  any  pcnfions,  portions,  Peter- 
pence,  or  any  odier  impofitions  for  the  ufc  of  the 
pope,  and  extinguiihing  and  fuppreffing  them  for 
ever;  and  authorifing  commilTioners  appointed  by 
the  king  to  grant  faculties  and  difpenfations ;  as 
the  archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  did  in  England 

XX.  Thar 
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VIII.  That  the  clergy  pay  annates  or  firft  fruits, 
i.  t.  a  yekr*s  profit,  and  pay  or  compound  before, 
pofleflion  :  the  chancellor,  mafters  of  the  rolls, :' 
and  vice*treafurer,  or  any  two  of  them  whereof 
the  vice-treafurer  to  be  one,  or  any  others  com- 
miflioned  by  the  king,  might  compound  and  give 
inftalments.  That  the  bonds  for  firft  fruits  Ihould 
have  the  efFefts  of  bonds  of  the  ftaple,  and  eight 
pence  to  be  paid  for  a  bond,  and  four  pence  for 
an  acquittance,  and  no  more. 

IX.  An  aft  to  veft  in  the  king  Sir  Walter  I>e« 
lahk]e*s  lands  in  Carbry,  in  the  county  of  Kil^ 
dare. 

X.  That  if  the  robber  or  felon  be  found  guilty 
upon  an  indiftment,  by  means  or  prolecution  of 
the  party  robbed,  that  then  he  fhould  have  refti- 
cution  as  if  it  had  been  done  upon  an  appeal. 

XI.  An  aft  to  fupprefs  all  tributes,  penfions, 
and  Irifli  exaftions  claimed  by  the  Irilh  from  towns 
or  perfbns  for  proteftion. 

XI.  An  aft  againft  the  pope,  to  fupprefs  his 
ufurpations,  and  to  make  it  premunire  to  defend 
or  aflfert  his  ufurped  authority  or  jurifdiftion  ; 
and  that  all  perfons,  ecclefiaftic,  or  laymen,  that 
have  office  or  benefice,  fhould  take  the  oath  of 
fupremacy  mentioned  in  the  a£t,  and  the  itfufai  of 
the  oath  to  be  treafon. 

XITL  That  the  king  and  his  heirs  and  fuccef* 
fors  for  ever  fhould  have  the  twentieth  part  of  the 
yearly  profits,  revenues,  rents,  farms,  tides,  of- 
ferings, and  emoluments,  fpiritual  and  temporal^ 
belonging  to  any  archbifhopifkik,  bifhoprick,  ab- 
bacy, monaftery,  priory,  arch^deaconry,  deanry, 
hofpital,  comandry,  college,  houle  collegiate,  pre- 
bend, cathedral  church,  coU^iace  church,  con- 
vertual  church,  parfonage,  vicarage,  chauntry,  or 
free  chapel,  or  other  promotion  fpiritual,  what- 
focvcr.    . 

XIV.  That 
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After  thi$,  receiving  inftroftions  from  the  EngUfh 
courc  to  force  all  the  Irifli  to  acknowledge  the  king's 
fupremacy,  and  to  Contribote  men  sind  luooey  to- 
wards the  fopport  of  the  government  be  made  a 
progrefs  through  feveral  of  their  territories,  where 
he  obtained  the  fubmifliod  of  many  of  them,  whom 
he  bound  by  oath  and  indenture,  yet  when  he  firxit 
Henry,  an  account  of  his  fuccefs,  that  prince  is 
faid  to  have  obferved  that  thefe  oaths  and  iodenturts 
were  of  little  worth,  becaufe  they  had  not  given 
homages  for  the  keeping  of  thenri. 

Then  commiffioners  were  appointed  to  treit  widi 
the  earl  of  Defmond^  at  Clonmei  $  but  he  refufing 
to  enter  a  walled  town,  according  to  the  andettt 
privilege  granted  his  family,  they  were  obliged  to 
treat  with  him  in  his  camp,  where  they  received  bis 
-oaths  and  fubmiflion,  and  Phelim  Roe  and  Mac 
Murroughy  and  at  length,  O'Neal  followed  their 
example ;  but  it  was  not  till  the  fear  of  the  lotd 
deputy's  forces  reduced  him  to  do  fo ;  however,  his 
fubmiflion  was  received,  and  he  fwore  to  fight  for 
the  king  againft  the  whole  world. 

Afterwards  commifiioners  were  fent  over*to  enquire 
concerning  the  abettors  of  the  late  rebellioa,  who 
were  empowered  to  grant  general  pardons^  and  lo 
be  affiftant  to  the  lord  deputy  and  council  in  fettling 
the  revenue  %  and,  in  the  February  following,  the  carl 
of  Oflbry  whofe  family  was  at  enmity  with  the  lorti 
deputy,  was  reftored  to  the  title  of  earl  of  Or- 
mond*. 

In  the  mean  time  the  deputy  intended  an  ape- 
dition  againft  O'Reyley,  which  his  fubmifiion  pre- 
venting, he  marched  againft  one  Savage,  into  Ards 
and  Lecale,  took  feveral  caftles,  and  wafted  and 
deftroyed  the  country,  not  fparing  even  the  churches 
and  their  facred  ornaments,  nor  the  monuments  d^ 
dicated  to  the  memory  Of  departed  worthies ; — buc 
the  chief  magiftrace,  being  thus  bo&d»   CXCOTifor 

and 
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,and  O^Toole  entered  the  Pale,  and  in  their  turn 
carried  defolation  wherever  they  tame ;  however  the 
deputy  hearing  of  this,  marched  into  Ophaly^  and  fub- 
dued  O'Brian  and  Cahir  O'Connor,  one  of  whom 
fubmitted  in  the  open  field,  and  the  other  came  and 
took  his  oaths  at  Dublin,  at  which  fuccefs  he  was 
fo  much  elated)  that  he  told  the  king  in  his  letters^ 
That  he  was  now  fo  well  acquainted  both  with  the 
country  and  M^ith  the  nature  of  the  Iri(b»  that  if  he 
had  but  money  fent  him  he  could  manage  them 
juft  as  he  pleafcd ;  yet  the  bufinefs  of  the  fupremacy 
feems  to  have  gone  on  but  flowly  there ;  and,  in  ef*- 
feft,  mod  of  the  native  Iri(h  were  as  far  as  ever  from 
a  real  fubmilllon. 

A  commiffion  had  come  over  at  that  period  from 
the  pope,  prohibiting  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
from  owning  Henry's  fupremacy,  and  fixing  a  curfe 
upon  all  fuch  as  (hould  not,  within  forty  days,  own 
that  th^y   had  done  amifs  if  they  had  ever  taken 

it. The  tenor  of  the  inftrumcnt  fent  over  was 

as  follows  t 

"  I  A.  B.  from  this  prefent  hour  forward^  in  the 
prcfcnce  of  (he  blefled  Trinity,  the  bleflcd  Virgin 
Mother  of  God,  &:c.  fhali  and  will  be  always  obe- 
dient to  the  holy  fee  of  St.  Peter  of  Rome^  and  to 
my  holy  lord  the  pope  of  Rome  and  his  fucceflbrsi 
in  aU  things^  as  well  fpiritual  as  temporal^  not  con- 
feniingin  the  lead  that  his  holinefs  (hall  lofe  the 
Icaft  title  or  dignity  belonging  to  the  papacy  of  our 
mother  church,  or  to  the  regality  of  St.  Peter. 

'*  I  do  vow  and  fwear  to  maintain^  help,  and  aflift 
the  juft  laws,  liberties^  and  rights  of  the  mother 
church  of  Rome. 

*^  I  do  likewife  promife  to  confer*  defend^  and 
promote,  if  not  perfonally  yet  willingly  as  in  ability 
sble,  either  by  advice,  fkill,  eftate,  money,  or  other- 
^ife,  the  church  of  Rome  and  her  lawS|  againft  aU 
wbatfiever  refitting  the  fame. 

Vol.  L  C  c  •*  I  far- 
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^  I  &hher  iow  to  dppugn  all  heretics,  either  in 
making  or  fetting  forth  edicts  or  cooimands  contrary 
fo  the  niothbr  church  of  Rome ;  and  in  cafe  any 
llich  be^adc  orcompofcd,  id  refill  it  to  the  utter- 
moft  of  my  power,  ^kh  iht  61ft  cootFenfence  orop- 
porccimtjr  I  can  polTibly. 

.  **  I  caUnt  all  ads,  made  or  to  he  t^de,  by  bercrr- 
cat  povverS)  of  no  force,  tior  to  be  pra^ifed  or  obeyed 
by  myftif,  or  by  any  other  ion  of  cht  mother  church 
of  Rome. 

••  tdo  feriher  declare  hite  or  ber,  father  or  mo- 
tber^  brother  or  fifter^  Ton  ttf  daughter,  hulband  or 
Avifd,  uncle  or  auor^  kinfmdn  or  kinfwOfnan^  mailer 
or  miftrefs,  and  all  others,  neareft  and  deareft  rcla- 
lion^/friends  or  acquaintances  ^hatfoerer  accursed, 
{hit  either  do  or  (hall  obey^  for  the  licsie  le  come, 
any  of  her  thfe  mother  church*a  oppofcrs  or  enemies, 
or  contrary  ro  the.fame  of  which  1  have  here  fworn 
unto. -^—^80  Qodi  the  bfeflcd  Virgin,  &c.  hdp 
me."* 

And  the  form  of  this  oath  was  fcnt  over  to  the 
lohd  Cnom  well  in  England  \  wherei^  the  king  miglK 
be  wbll  apprized  ot  their  inceniionfi,  that  (Iruck 
dir^dVfy  at  the  root  c  f  his  fafourite  aft  of  fupremacy, 
^Hieh  htivas  decermiircd  in  aU  his  rcalcm  10  mai»- 
taint 

A  tetter  from  tbc  BMhbp  df  Mcts  vas  foon  after 
found  uptin  a  Franciiban  friar  (wbd  being  confined, 
had  mi)rdered  himfelf  in  thecdlle  of  Dublin)  which 
was  dif^Ai^d  to  O'Neal,  exciting  him  to  fopprels  all 
herefy  as  far  aa  lay  in  his  poWef-,  in  which  it  was 
laid  down  as  a  maxim,  "  That  while  the  mother 
church  had  fo  worthy'  a  fon  as  himfelf,  and  thc& 
thdc  (tibuld  fuccour  and  join  him»  it  was  not  doubted 
by  the  cardinals  but  that  (he  would  never  fall,  but 
have  more  or  le&  holding  in  Bricaio  in  fpite  oi 
fate/* 

O'Neal 


HISTORY     OP    IRELAND.      38; 

0*Ncalj  who  was  thus  pitched  upon  as  a  champion 
of  thcrr  caufe,  thought  he  fhould  defend  it  belt  by 
making  incurfions  inro  the  Pale,  which  he  accord- 
ingly invaded  iii  conjundlion  with  0*Donnel,  Mac 
Ginnis,  O'Hatilon,  and  others,  and  carried  fire  and 
fword  through  the  country.  But  the  lord  depuijr 
fcnt  to  England  for  aid,  and  then  mullercdan  arm^y, 
with  which  he. encountered  and  defeated!  0*NcaI'^ 
forces,  and  rccovtred  all  the  booty  they  had  raken  ; 
but  whilft  he  was  ibfent  fn  Ulflrr,  O'Connor  and 
O'Tool  invaded  the  Pale  likcwife;  and  befidts,  a 
fickly  amumn  and  a  fevcre  winter  helped  to  depo- 
pulate the  country. 

The  next  lord  juftice,  when  lord  Grey  was  re- 
tnoved.  Was  Sir  William  Brerecon,  who  found  things 
in  a  batl  fituitidn  in  his  government,  moft  of  the 
Irifh  potentates  owning  thtmrfdt^es  the  pope's  cham- 
pions ;  tnany  of  whom  being  joined  in  one  ccmfe- 
dcracy,  which  Was  chiefly  conduded  by  O'N^a?, 
O'Brien,  O  Donnel,  and  O^Carrol,  met  in  Weft 
Meath-j  but  the  lord  juftice  having  diligently  levirti 
an  army  to  oppofe  them,  -we  find  that  they  thoogHc 
proper  to  dcfift  from  their  defign,  and  for  the  moft 
part  to  withdraw  to  fuch  places  where  they  knew 
they  codd  not  be  attacked,  without  manifcft  danger 
and  difadvantage  to  the  aflailants.  But  yet  the  lord 
jaftice  follbwed  O'Connor  into  Ophaly,  wheri  he 
reduced  him  fo  far  ds  to  obftge  him  to  give  his  owh 
fon  as  ah  hoftage  for  his  future  good  behaviour. 

To  this  lord  juftice  fucceeded  Sir  Anthony  Siin^ 
Icgcr,  who  tbok  much  pains  in  attending  to  the 
affairs  of  the  revenue,  which,  with  proper  affiftanct, 
he  is  faid  to  have  brought  into  much  better  order 
than  it  Was  in  during  his  predeceflbr's  adminiftra- 
tion  ;  and  therefor^  he  certairily  dtlerved  fomc  (hare 
of  praife,  a  good  financier  being  at  that  time,  at  lead 
a^  Serviceable  as  a  good  general  to  the  govcrnmettt  of 
Ireland. 

C  c  z  While 
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While  thcfe  things  were  pafling  there,  the  lord 
Grey,  after  all  his  good  Jcrvices,  was  followed 
into  England  by  fome  of  his  enemies,  who,  notwitb* 
(landing  the  king's  good  reception  of  him  at  his  ar« 
rival,  got  him  afterwards  imprifoned  in  the  rower, 
exhibiting  a  long  accusation  againfthim,  cheflreng'.h 
of  which  refted  chiefly  upon  the  following  aiiega* 
tions: 

Firft,  that  O^Connor  feafted  him,  and  mended 
Taghercroghan  for  him,  and  that  in  favour  of 
O'MoUoy,  a  rebel,  he  took  a  caftle  from  Dcrmod 
O'Molioy,  whofc  father-in-law  O'Carrol,  was  a 
good  fubjedl  •,  for  which  the  lord  Grey  bad  a  bribe, 
and  Stephen  ap  Harry  had  twenty  cows. 

Secondly,  That  he  took  the  caftle  of  Bir  from  a 
loyal  O'Carol,  and  gave  it  to  a  rebel  OXaroI,  | 
who  married  the  earl  of  Kildare's  daughter  ;  and 
alfo  took  Moderhem,  a  caftle  belonging  to  the 
earl  of  Ormond  and  gave  it  to  the  rebel  O^Ca- 
rol,  and  wafted  the  earl  of  Ormond's  lands  ;  for 
which  he  had  an  hundred  and  forty  kine,  and  Ste- 
phen ap  Harry  had  forxy,  and  Gerald  Mac  Gerrot 
had  a  black  hackney. 

Thirdly,  That  he  took  forty  kinc  from  ©'Ken- 
nedy, a  tenant  of  the  earl  of  Ormond's,  and  bis 
fon  for  hoftage. 

Fourthly,  That  he  held  fecrct  and  private  cor- 
refpondcncc  with  James  of  Defmond,  and  went 
to  viftt  him  in  his  tent  in  his  night  gown,  and 
forced  the  abbot  of  Owny  to  give  him  forty  pounds 
fterling  to  prefer ve  the  abbey  from  ruin  ;  and 
0*Brian  to  give  him  thirty  kine,  and  hoftages  ;  and 
Ulick  Burk,  a  baftard,  gave  him  one  hundred  marks 
to  have  Ballimacleere  caftle,  and  to  be  made  Mac 
William ;  and  that  h^  carried  the  artillery  in  a 
fmall  veftel  to  Galway,  and  made  the  town  of 
Galway  pay  thirty-four  pounds  for  that  carriage. 

Fifth!/, 
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Fifthly,  That  the  exploits  at  Brian's  Bridge, 
&c.  were  in  favour  of  O'Brian,  a  rebel,  Dcfmond's 
fon-in-Iaw,  and  to  the  prejudice  of  Donough  0*Bri- 
an,  a  good  fubjecb  ;  and  that  he  cook  a  bribe  of 
eighry   kine  from  Macnemarra. 

Sixthly,  That  trufting  Defmond  and  O'Brian, 
he  hazarded  the  king's  army  in  a  long  and  dan- 
gerous journey,  wherein  Defmond  quarrelled  and 
deferred  him,  and  O'Brian  fent  but  one  man  with 
a  battle  axe  to  guide  him. 

Seventhly,  That  he  rifled  the  abbey  of  Bally- 
clarr,  and  left  neither  chalice,  crofs,  nor  bell  in  it. 

Eighthly,  That  he  dcftroyed  the  caftles  of  Lc- 
cagh  and  Derriviclaghny  in  favour  of  Ulick  Burk, 
though  the  rightful  proprietor  oflFcred  fubmiflion  and 
rent  to  the  king. 

Ninthly,  That  he  had  fccret  conference  with, 
and  received  a  horfe  from  O'Connor  Roe,  who  was 
the  chief  inftrument  in  conveying  away  the  young 
Fitz  Gerald.  - 

Tenthly,  That  he  took  eighty  kine  from  O'M ad- 
din,  and  forced  O'Malghlin's  fon  from  Mr.  Dil- 
lon, whofe  lawful  prifoner  he  was,  for  which  he 
had  feventy  kine. 

He  was  alfo  accufed  of  his  partiality  to  his  ne- 
phew Fitz  Gerald,  afterwards  earl  of  Kildare.— 
Ic  was  alledged  that  his  fervants  pillaged  the  gen- 
tlemen of  Munfter,  who  entertained  them. — That 
he  had,  by  means  of  falfe  promifes,  for  which  he 
had  no  commiffion,  prevailed  on  Thomas  Fir^  Ge- 
rald to  fubmit,  in  order  to  deftroy  him ;  that  his 
own  nephew  might  fucceed  to  the  earldom  of 
Kildare. — And  he  was  likewife  charged  with  a  fa- 
crilege  at  Down,  that  appeared  only  ro  be  added 
fo  fwcll  the  number  of  accufations,  which  upon  the 
vfhoU  are  far  from  feeming  to  be  either  confident, 
or  well  fupported. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  here  to  obferve,  once  for 

all.  That  moft  of  the'  impeachments  of  the  go- 

C  c  3  vernorsg 


390        HISTORY    o  t    IRELAND. 

vernors  and  great  mtn  of  Englifti  cxtrafiion  in 
Ixeland  generally  (ook  thtir  firft  rife  from  private 
piques  and  aiiimofitics,  though  the  cfkGt  of  that 
was  indeed  fonietimcs,  as  in  the  caic  of  the  earl 
of  Kildarc,  that  of  making  a  rebel  of  ^  good  fub- 

jeft. If  any  one    would  wilh  to   trace  ihefc 

evils  to  their  fource,    he  will  find  them  to  ante 
from  the  manner  of  conducing  the  government 
of  the  colJntry,     Let  fuch  an  one  renicmber,  that 
(as  has   been  already  ftatcd,}   the  land  was  fin: 
conquered   by  private  adventurers,    whofc  power 
cafily  rendered  thcni  not  only  independant  ot  each 
other,  but  in  a  great  raeafure  of  their  prince,  or, 
which   was  much  the  fame,  of  his  viceroy  or  de- 
puty.— Let  it  be  obicrved.  That  notwithftanding 
the  introduftion   of  a  code  of  Englifti  laws  inia 
the  Pale,  moft  of  thefe  chiefs  behaved  much  like 
frudil  lords  \  or  to  fpeak  plainly,  being  furround* 
cd  with  petty  monarchs  or  fi^^veretgns  of  the  coun- 
try, they  wiihed  to  become  petty  fovereigns  them- 
liflves, — They  imitated  thole  in  their   fway,  anJ 
they  imitated  them  likewifc  in  their  manners,  ot- 
ten  making  wars  as  motives  of  revenge  or  ftill 
more  powerful  intercft  prompted  them,  which  fell 
upon  the  Irifli  or  upon  their  own  countrymen,  as 
opportunity  fervcd  j    by  which  means  thofc  who 
fhould  have  fet  an  example  of  good  govcrnmtnt 
became  plain   inftances  of  the  country.-^* — 'fit 
be  allied  hov/  it  came  that  the  kings  of  EngbrJ 
did  not  redrcfs  thcl'e  grievances  for  lo  many  ages? 
The  anfwer  is  obvious — They  did  endeavour  fo 
to   do,    when  they   had  opportunity  j    but  th^y 
were  generally  too  far  removed  to  be  able  to  com- 
plete fo  faluiary  a  work.     Befides,  whcnfomcof 
them  objefted   to  the  frequent  feuds  in  IrchnJ, 
,       ' — If  thefe   were  raifcd    by    the    nadves  ag^irift 
csch  other,  they  were  told.  That  it  was  right  to 
fuficr  the  rebels  to  deftroy  each  other, — If  by  the 
Engliih  againft  the  natives,  evetv  though  without 

cauk, 
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caule, — It  was  expedient  to  humble  thofe  revolt- 
crs,  and  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  injure  his 
majefty's  liege  fubjefts. — And  even  if  the  accu- 
fation  lay  agatnft  the  Engliflimen  for  attacking 
Englifhmen,  there  was  jilways  fome  flaw  found 
out  by  the  parties,  either  in  regard  to  the  adverfary's 
title  or  charafber ;  whilft  the  real  truth  was,  that 
generally  fpeaking  there  was  an  almoft  univerlal 
corruption  of  manners  amongft  the  great  men 
refidcnt  there,  in  regard  of  what  related  to  af- 
faultii^g  and  plundering  other  people ;  infomuch  that 
both  parties  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  'would  call  in 
the  native  Irifh  to  their  afliftance,  do  all  they 
could  towards  the  improvement  of  the  latter  in 
arms  and  difcipline^.  teach  them  how  to  delpife 
thofe  whom  once  they  ftood  in  aWe  of,  and  after- 
wards wonder  that  th^y  neither  could  make  friends 
nor  fubjcfts  of    thofe    men  to  whom  they  had 

fi't  fo   bad    an    example. In  the  mean  time, 

through  the  cpurfe  of  many  fucceeding  reigns,' 
though  the  chief  governors  had  exacted  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  from  the  Irifh,  and  put  rhem  often 
to  death  as  rebels  and  traitors,  when  taken  in 
arms  againft  the  EngHfli  -,  yet  the  Englifh  laws, 
to  fiy  the  moft  of  them,  extended  no  farther  than 
the  Pale,  and  the  Irifti  were  fo  far  from  being 
confidered  as  bound  by  them,  that  they  could  not 
be  admitted  to  fhare  in  their  benefits,  when  they 

n-pcatedly  and  earneftly  defired  it. All   thcfe 

thing?  then  it  muft  be  owned  contributed  to  the 
evils  that  reigned  in  the  kingdom.  And  on  this 
account,  it  was  rare  for  a  great  lord  or  ofSccf  to 
be  blamelefs,  if  there  were  an  enemy  found  to 
accufc  him. — To  fuch  policy  as  this  it  is  hkcly 
that  the  lord  Grey  fell  a  viftim,  who  being  exe- 
cuted upon  the  charges  above-mentioned,  hi*?  eftate 
was  feized  for  king  Henry's  ufe,  who  fcldom  cared 
how  dearly  his  fabjefts  paid  for  fuch  a  purchafe. 
But  10  leturn  to  the  aftairs  of  the  hiftory. 

C  c  4  Sir 
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A-  o.  Sir  William  Brereton,  marlhal  of  Jreland,  be- 
'^***'  ing  fcnt  into  Muniler  to  take  the  fubmifiion  of 
the  earl  of  Pefmond,  died  at  Kilkenny,  before  he 
could  execute  his  commifldon  -,--notwithftandiiig 
which  the  earl  came  according  to  appointment, 
renewed  his  oath  of  allegiance,  took  that  of  fu- 
premacy  likewiie,  renounced  his  privilege  of  not 
appearing  in  parliament,  and  gave  his  fon  as  hoC^ 
t^  for  the  performance  of  his  promife,  which 
he  finally  renewed  before  the  lord  deputy  and 
the  council,  and  agreed  to  pay  fuch  taxes  to  go- 
vernment as  the  other  nobles  ufually  did.— Hugh 
Burk  alfo  made  his  fubmiifion  about  the  fame 
time,  and  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  likewilc  co- 
venanted by  indenture  to  pay  the  king  forty 
pounds  for  the  c  ommand  of  the  Burks  country, 
as  alfo  to  raile  and  maintain  a  certain  number  of 
Gallowglafles  and  horfemen,  for  fix  weeks,  for  the 
king's  fervice,  and  to  keep  his  whole  force  lea- 
ther for  the  fpace  of  three  days,  at  any  time  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  whenever  the  lord  deputy  fiiould 
require  it. — And  fcveral  other  chieftains  followed 
his  example,  took  the  oaths,  and  fubmitted  to 
A.  D.  pay  taxes  to  the  government. — And  the  parlia* 
*543'  ment  meeting  at  Dublin,  after  feveral  proro- 
gations, having  eftabliflied  a  number  of  good 
'  laws,  among  which  was  one  whereby  Henry  and 
his  fuccefibrs,  infteadof  lords,  were  cleclared  kings 
of  Ireland,  was  difiblved  this  year  in  the  month  of 
November* 

But  notwithi^andlng  all  the  care  of  the  king, 
his  deputy,  and  the  parliament,  it  appears  that 
the  defigns  of  the  pope  dill  went  forward  in 
Ireland,  and  the  jcfuits  were  introduced  into  the 
country  to  fupport  his  power,  while  the  oppoiers  of 
it  were  bufied  in  exa^ing  the  oaths  of  iupremacy 
of  all  fuch  of  the  natives  as  made  their  fubmil- 
0on  to  the  Englifh  governmeqt.-— QomnufHooers 
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were  likewife  appointed  to  decide  the  controvcrfies 
in  every  province,  in  the  room  of  the  Brehonsj  and 
moft  of  thelrifli  chiefs  fubmitting,  many  of 
them  applied'  to  court  for  patents  and  titles. — The  c<«, 
moft  remarkable  Irifhman  of  this  l^ind  was  O'Neal, 
who  came  over  to  England  with  the  biihop  of 
Clogher  and  a  numerous  train  of  attendants,  and 
being  receivecj  by  the  king  at  Greenwich,  furren- 
dered  up  his  eftate,  and  agreed  to  the  following 
articles. 

That  he  (hould  renounce  the  name  of  O'Neal,— 
That  he  and  his  followers  (hould  adopt  the  Englifh 
manners,  language,  and  habit. — That  their  chil- 
dren ftiould  learn  Englifh. — That  they  fliould  build 
houfes,  and  hufband  their  land  in  the  Englilh 
manner. — That  they  fliould  obey  Englifh  laws, 
and  not  cefs  their  tenants,"  nor  entertain  a  greater 
number  of  GallowglafTes  than  fhould  be  approved 
of  by  the  lord  depqty. — Andf  That  they  fhould 
^nfwer  all  general  hoftings,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
thofe  of  the  Pale  did,  and  fliould  not  yield  fuccour 
to  the  king's  enemies. 

Thefe  terms  being  ratified,  this  great  Irifh  chief- 
tain had  his  eftate  returned  to  him  by  patent,  and 
was  created  carl  of  Tyrone,  with  remainder  to  his 
Ion  Matthew ;  and  two  of  his  followers  were 
knighted ;  the  bifhop  of  Clogher  was  confirmed,  and 
the  carl  himfelf,  after  his  return  to  Ireland,  was 
iworn  one  of  the  privy  council  of  that  nation. 

The  earlof  Defmond  coming  over,  and  making 
his  fubmifTion,  likewife  met  with  the  fame  treat- 
ment, and,  as  well  as  the  carl  of  Tyrone,  returned 
with  orders  to  b?  admitted  of  the  privy  council  of 
Ireland. 

The  O'Birnes  likewife  came  into  terms,  and  de- 
fired  their  country  might  be  reduced  into  a  county, 
by  the  name  of  the  county  of  Wicklow, — a  re- 
qupft  which  however  feems  ftrangp,  if  we  confider 

their 
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'  their  manners  and  the  fway  they  bore  among  the  na- 
tive Irilh. — 0*Brian  and  Ulick  Burk  likewife  came 
in ;  the  former  obtained  a  grant  of  all  the  lands 
in  Thomond,  and  the  latter  was  made  carl  of  Clan- 
rickard.-^The  king  likewife,  in  order  to  encourage 
them  to  appear  at  the  Irifh  court,  granting  to  the 
faid  earl  ox  Clanrickard,  as  well  as  to  the  earls  of 
Tyrone,  Defmond,  and  Thomond,  a  houfe  and  a 
parcel  of  land  each,  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Dub-, 
lin. . 

The  lord  deputy  being  recalled,  SirWilliam  Bra- 
bazon  was  fworn  lord  juftke  in  his  room,  in  the  thir- 
tv^fifth  year  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  and  to  him  were 
lent  new  feals,  the  old  ones  being  recalled,  which 
was  done  on  account  of  the  alteration  in  the  king's 
ftyle  from  that  of  Lord  to  King  of  Ireland  ;  which 
change,  it  was  fuppofed,  would  fix  many  who  wa- 
vered in  their  allegiance. 

But  Sir  Anthony  Saintlegcr,  who  for  his  good 
fervices  had  been  made  a  knight  of  the  garter,  now 
fucceeded  as  lord  deputy,  who,  by  a  very  wife 
policy,  endeavoured  to  break  the  dependancics  of 
the  Irifli  families  one  upon  another,  and  among 
the  reft,  he  took  care  to  break  that  of  0*DonncI 
upon  O^Neal,  and  obliged  them  to  fubmit  their 
dilputes  to  his  decifion.  During  his  adminiftra- 
tion  the  Irilh  fent  fifteen  hundred  men  to  the  al- 
flftance  of  the  earl  of  Lenox,  who  was  favoured 
by  king  Henry  in  an  attempt  to  recover  his  inhe- 
ritance in  Scotland  \  neverihelcfs,  being  difap- 
pointed  in  fome  expcAations  of  affiftance  in  that 
country,  their  army  returned  home  without  having 
efFefted  the  purpofe  for  which  they  were  deCgned. 

But  though  all  things  at  this  time  appeared  to 
wear  a  face  of  peace  and  tranquility  in  the  country, 
yet  it  feems  many  of  the  Irilh  were  defirous  of  rc« 
newing  thofe  difturbances  by  which  all  parties  had 
fufFcrcd  fo  much,  and  had  abfolutely  made  ap- 
plication 
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plication  tb  the  king  of  FraRcc  for  that  purpoj^ 
olfering  to  become  his  fubjeds  if  he  wouWeffe^u^l- 
ly  fiiccour  them  againft  the  Englifti.  Thi«  prince 
over  the  bifliop  of  Valence  t»  treat  with  th^m,  and 
fee  what  was  to  be  done  in  tbs  affair,  who  was 
lodged  at  the  houfc  of  one  O^Dogharty,  where  he 
met  with  but  little  good  cheer,  .and,  as  it  is  faid,  in- 
tending to  feduce  the  Iri(hman*s  daughter^  was  fc- 
diiced  into  an  amour' with  a  harlot,  who  deftpoyed 
for  him  a  pot  of  precious  balm,  which  he  valued 
at  two  thoufand  crowns,  and  which  was  the  mealw, 
by  the  ecclefiaftic's  anger,  of  expofing  the  amour. 
-^Afterwards  he  had  a  private  conference  witl^ 
O'Neal,  and  departed  with  overtures  to  the  French 
king  -,  but  whcthirr  it  were  that  the  bilhop  i<ras  not 
picall'd  with  hfs  treatment,  or  that  going  after- 
wards  to  Rome,  !ie  found  it  impra6iicabl<>  to  fe- 
parate  the  pope  from  the  inter<.^fts  of  the  €mi')eror^ 
this  great  nc'gotiation  came  to  nothing. 

Though  1  have  relar<:d  this  ftory  as  I  fou«d  it, 
yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  fatt  a  little  fufpi- 
cious.  That  the  Irifti  were  at  that  time  endeavouring 
to  call  in  the  afiiftance  of  foreign  powers,  is  not 
fo  improbable  -,  but  the  affaif  of  the  bifhop,  the 
harlot,  and  the  pot  of  balm,  is  rather  a  little  ro- 
mantic, and  feems  calculated  to  throw  a  Icandal 
on  the  pretcnfions  of  the  ecclefiaftics  to  chaftity 
and  a  life  of  celibacy  -,  and  the  whole  treaty  feemft 
to  have  been  carried  on,  ac;:ording  to  the  defcrip-  . 
lion,  in  a  very  confufed  and  impolitic  jndftoer', 
ncverthelcfs  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay  the  relation  is 
falfe ;   I  only  think  it  is  improbable. 

Certain  it  is,  that  the  natives  at  thi»  time  be- 
gan again  their  depredationf*  upon  each  other, 
which  were  generally  the  prelude  to  a  revolt  againft 
the  Englifli ;  who,  on  their  part,  were  not  with- 
out their  private  quarrels  and  difputes. — The  ex-r 
chequer  Ixing  empty,  and  the  lord  deptity  intend- 

ing 
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ing  to  repkniih  it  by  levying  a  new  tax,  he  was 
oppofed  by  the  earl  of  Ormond  i  whereupon,  re^ 
Jblving  to  impeach  each  other,  they  both  went  over 
to  England,  which  journey  proved  fatal  to  the 
latter;  for  though  the  king  reconciled. their  dif^ 
ferences,  yet  Ormond  and  thirty-five  of  his  fervants 
were  poifoned  either  by  accident  or  deilgn,  {moA 
likely  by  the  latter)  as  they  were  feafting  at  a  houfe 
in  Holborn. 
A.  p.  Sir  William  Brabazon  was  then  fwom  lord  juf* 
***  *  tice,— And  Patrick  and  Brian  O'Connor  invaded 
Kildare,  and  burned  Athy*.  but  the  lord  juftice 
purfuing  them,  obliged  O'Connor  to  fly  into  Con- 
naught  for  fafety. — And  during  his  adminillration 
the  fame  necelTities  of  government,  which  had  ^vea 
birth  to  the  propofal  above-nientioncd  of  levying 
new  taxes,  now  occafioned  the  king  to  coin  bafe 
ipixed  money,  and  ftamp  it  for  currency  in  Ire- 
land, a  method  more  difagreeable  than  the  other, 
a.nd  which  occafioned  great  murmurings  both 
among  the  foldiery  and  the  people 

Sir  Anthony  Saintlegcr  returning,  fucceedcd  Sir 
William  Brabazon  in  his  office.  Sir  Richard  Read, 
who  came  with  him,  being  made  lord  chancellor. 
•—And  this  was  the  ftatc  of  the  government  of 
Ireland  at  the  death  of  king  Henry  the  Eighth, 
which  happened  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Ja- 
nuary, in  the  fifcy-fixth  year  of  his  reign,  and  the 
eightieth  of  his  age. 

This  prince,  who  came  to  the  throne  at  a  very 
happy  period,  was  at  firft  a  prodigal,  and  at  laft  a 
tyrant.  Out  of  fix  wives  he  repudiated  two,  two  he 
beheaded,  one  died  in  child-bed,  and  one  furvived 
him. — In  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  hischitrf  mini* 
iter  was  cardinal  Wolfey  (the  fon  of  a  butcher  at 
Ipfwichj  who,  though  proud  and  overbearing,  and 
juftly  difliked  by  the  nobility,  had  probably  more 
virtues  than  his  mafter,  le/s  have  feldom  fallen  to 

the 
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the  (hare  of  any  cbriftian  prince  or  potentate.  Thia 
Wolfey  be  difcarded  and  difgraced,  not  for  his 
crimes,  for  in  thefc  he  himfelf  was  often  too  deeply 
concerned,  but  for  oppofing  his  marriage  with  Anne 
Bullen,  whom,  notwithftanding,  Henry  afterwards 
beheaded. 

After  having  written  a  book  in  favour  of  the  Ro- 
man church,  againfl:  the  errors  fas  he  called  them)  of 
Martin   Luther,    he  broke   with  that  church  and 
avowed  nearlythe  fame  doctrines,  wi(h  Luther  though 
in  his  heart  he  fcarcely  believed  them,  becaufe  the 
pope  would  not  allow  of  his  divorcement  from  his 
lawfuland  much  injured  queen  Catherine  of  Arragoo. 
The  fums  which  the  feventh  Henry  had  amafled 
by  his  avarice,  Henry  the  Eighth  quickly  diffipated 
by  his  profufion,  and  then  fet  his  engines  to  work  to 
fqueeze  more  from  his  fubje£ls  bytbe  moft  arbitrary, 
and  wicked  extortion. — It  was  to  his  rapacioufnels, 
not  to  his  virtue  or  his  wifdom,  that  the  diffolution 
of  the  monafteries  was  owing;   it  was  to  his  love  of 
tyrannic  fway,  not  to  his  juflt  fenfe  of  chriftian  liber- 
ty that  his  renunciation  of  the  pope's  fupremacy 
muft  be  attributed  ^  and  though  both  thefe  meafures 
were  certainly  excellent  ones,  and  muft  be  allowed 
to  be  produ£tive  of  the  greateft  good  to  thefe  king- 
doms, yet  he  deferves  no  praife  for  them,  becaufe  he 
abfblutely  had  no  other  motive  for  bringing  them 
about  than  his  own  private  intereds. 

If  ever  he  feemed  to  exhibit  any  (igns  of  virtue,  > 
there  was  the  greateft  reafon  to  believe  it  like  his 
learning,  to  be  all  mere  oftentation ;  if  ever  he 
Ihewed  any  regard  for  true  religion,  there  was  the 
fame  reafon  to  conclude  that  it  was  only  hypocrify  \ 
and  as  to  tendernefs,  he  was  in  his  nature  fo  much  a 
ftranger  to  it,  that  if  ever  he  pradlifed  ic  in  the  leaft 
degree,    it  feemed  as  if  he  had  forgotten  himfelf. 

His  behaviour  towards  Cromwell  in  England,  and 
the  Fit2-Geralds  in  Ireland,  were  alone  fufficrent  to 
have  ftamped  him  tyrant^   but  what  a  number  of 

other 
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eifatr  opi^rdBons  he  st^ided  e6  tfa^(et  the  ash^  of  bis 
own  cioamry  aod  rc^gil  will  fiiffidendy  lefttfy, 
ybt  ciMs  1036  the  great  reformer  of  Etiglahd  and  Ire- 
kadi  this  vuas  the  {irintt  ftf  Whbth  bbib  naiioo^ 
Ikiwod^  «hm)gii  the  foniier  bid  dfiftn  fecHiMred  men- 
archs  whofc  crimes  were  no  more  to  cdmparc  to 
Henry*!  than  fcariet  to  the  fftovvy  9eete*  To  fay 
trutii,  without  either. the  ^i(9om  oi-  quaiifkatibns  cif 
bisfathttr^  he  found  tneiHis  to  lyraahife  tnore  eSec<- 
taaliy  \  but  the  reafoAi  were^  Firft,  that  Henry  tHe 
.fibveitoh  had  toid  the  fbondatiori  bf  his  povver  by 
i^cabiihg  the  nobirs  atid  the  peo^e  did  nbt  yet  fed 
.riieir  -o^n  px^tr  and  edrirequi^nce — ^Seoondlyj  TbK 
tfat  pwtles  M>hiclf  at  this  time  tfividtrd  the  nation 
.theqght  It  their  Ihterbft  !o  court  Wm,  ^^hereby  he 
iittrafc  eMaWed  m  tH>le  theni  all  with  a  red  ef  iron^-^ 
/£VobiUy  Md  he  Hved  &t  af>y  other  period  fat^tyran- 
^  iusM  hm  been  bOt  of  ffiort  duiitkm  in  luch 
'81  couhtfy  ak  EngUtld^  And  his  tife,  inftMd  of 
'  being' furrendered  up^o  A  royal  coiich,  Virotiid  bavt 
been  Ctfken  from  hfim  in  a  dutigedn  of  on  A  pub- 
lic fcaffold. 

•  If  any  think  this  charaAer  tao  ftrorgTy  WaArf, 
tf  at  -the  fame  time  -they  are  not  bigottcd  by  rcfi- 
pious  or  party  prejudioe,  let  them  read  ht^  afts,  and 
judge  for  thertlfdvts  5  Ifrt  them  fee  how  much  \iA- 
tmcJtnX  blood  he  fiied,  h(iw  m^y  fcH  ridkrms  to  his 
ambit  ion,  luft^  or  aVarice,  how  many  proicftams 
mnd  popifts  iridlferlminat^iy  \Vere  facriBccd  to  the 
rage. of  one,  who  at  l»lt  died  a  pdpift  of  hoihing, 
wfindjthcy  will  not  think  that  thofc  fpeak  t«3«i  hardly 
6f  him,  ^hb  fay,  tbit  he  was  a  wicked  prince,  a 
bad  bolband,  and  a  ftill  worfe  chtiftian. 
Uwudvh  Dying,  he  Was  fucceedcd  on  the  throne  by  hfe  only 
fort  Edward,  whoM  he  had  by  Jane  Seymour.*^ 
This  prince  was  proclaimed  at  the  age  of  nine  ytirs, 
by  the  flylc  of  Edward  the  Sitth,  king  of  England 
and  France,  and  lord  of  trehnd.— Edwancl  Sfcymoor 
his  uncle  by  the  mother's  fide  was  rtiade  proreftor  fcf 
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the  kingdom^  and  the  young  prince  was  crowned  at 
Weftminftcr,  on  the  twentieth  d^y  of  February,  in 
the  year  fifteen  hundred  and  forty  fix. 

He  continued  Saintleger  lord  juftiee,  in  the  govern- 
ment oflreland)  and  afterwards  made  him  lord  deputy, 
by  whonrl  the  new  monarch  was  prdciaimed  in  the  latter 
end  of  February ;  Sir  Richard  Read  was  fifft  ma3c 
lord  keeper,  and  afterwards  lord  chancellor,  the  carj 
of  Dcfmohd  was  confticutcd  lord  treafurer  of  Ireland^ 
and  the  privy  council  was  fworn  on  the  feventh  ^ay 
of  April. 

A  change  of  government  the  Iri(1i  thought  tod  falir 
an  opporcunity  of  making  an  infurreflion,  to  be  by 
any  means  pafTed  by,  and  therefore  the  0'Birn« 
made  an  infurrcftion,  in  which  however  they 
proved  unfucceCiful,  being  rcpulfcd  by  ihe  lord 
deputy,  and  having  their  captain  flain,  two  of  thfe 
Fiiz-Geralds  likewife  who  had  been  formerly  pre-- 
icribed,  were  now  brought  prifohers  to  Dublin  and 
there  executed. — Patrick  0*Morc  and  Brian  O'Con*- 
nor  having  invaded  Kildare,  received  likewife  a  check 
from  the  fame  quarter,  and  having  loft  two  hundred 
iiicn  were  obliged  to  favc  themfelves  by  flight. 

In  the  mean  time,  ihcEnglifh  government  fearing 
an  union  between  the  old  and  new  Irifh  arid  a  tot^l 
defection  of  that  kingdom,  fent  over  Sir  Edward  Bet-* 
lingham  with  a  re-inforcement  of  fix  hundred  horfe 
and  four  hundred  foot,  who  landing  at  Waterford, 
invaded  Leix  and  Ophaly,  proclaimed  O'More  and 
O'Connor  traitor^,  and  at  length  obliged  them  tt> 
make  fubmiffion,  at  the  fame  time  that  Brabazott, 
in  fpitc  of  the  oppofiiion  of  the  chief  men  of  Con- 
naught,  caufed  the  caftle  of  Athlone  to  be  repaired 
and  garrifoned  with  a  proper  force. 

Yet  even  in  the  Pale,  two  fons  of  the  lord 
Ealtinglafs  were  about  railing  an  infurreftion  which 
might  have  proved  of  dangerous  confequehce,  if 
the:    prefencc    of  the    lord  deputy   had  not   put 

a  ftop  to  it. ■■    ■  And  indeed  he  was  obliged 

to 
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to  be  very  vigilant  at  this  time,  fince  the  pro- 
grefs  of  tne  new  religion  in  England  becoming 
luch  that  it  began  to  be  carried  farther  thao  iii 
Henry's  time,  many  of  the  fubjeds  in  Britain 
would  not  fubmit,  but  railed  tumults  upon  this 
account,  and  the  Irilh  were  ftill  more  averfe  to  the 
innovation  which  difpofition  of  theirs  in  after- 
times  produced  moft  deplorable  coniequenccs  in 
their  country. 

Sir  Edward  Bellingham,  who  went  over  to  Eng* 
land,  to  give  an  account  of  the  fubmifSon  of  the 
county  of  Kildare,  being  now  fent  back  lord  de- 
puty, marched  into  Leix  and  Ophaly,  forced  Ca- 
hir  CTConhor  to  a  fubmiffion,  deftroyed  the  country 
of  Macloghlans,  and  enlarged  the  Engllfh  Pale. 
But  one  Sir  Francis  Brian,  marflial  of  Ireland, 
according  to  the  cuftom  too  prevalent  among  the 
great  officers  of  that  nation,  thought  fit  to  im* 
peach  the  lord  deputy,  who  to  anfwer  the  mat- 
ters alledged  againft  him  was  obliged  to  go  over 
in  perfon  to  England. 

While  thcfc  things  were  paffing,  the  old  Irifli 
quarrelled  with  each  other  in  foms  parts  of  the 
country,  and  with  the  Engliih  in  others }  and 
Cormac  Roe  O'Connor,  who  after  a  fubniiflioA 
to  the  government,  revolted  again,  was  taken  and 
hanged  at  Dublin. 

The  lord  deputy  had  furprifed  the  earl  of  Def- 
mond  in  his  own  houfe,  (wno  though  he  was  lord 
high  treafurer,  yet  lived  after  the  manner  of  the 
mere  Irifh)  becaufe  he  refufed  upon  a  fummons 
to  repair  to  Dublin  at  fo  critical  a  time  j  how- 
ever, he  received  the  king's  pardon,  and  was  other- 
wife  fo  well  treated,  that  he  is  faid  to  have  been 
thankful  for  the  force  ufed  with  him,  which  pre- 
ferved  him  from  fallmg  into  greater  ills. 

The  deputy  and  council  likewife  fettled  ibme 
differences  which  were  referred  to  their  arbitradon 
by  the  carl  of  Tyrone^  Phclim  Roe  O'Neal,  and 

others. 
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othersj  and  ordered  independency  on  O'Neal.—— 
0*Donnel  and  his  fons  applying  on  account  of  a 
like  difputc  O'DonnePs  anthority  was  limitted. 

Some  parties  of  the  Scotch  invading  Ulftcr, 
were  at  this  time  defeated  by  Andrew  Brereton, 
and  peace  reftored  in  that  province. — And  the 
lord  deputy  preparing  to  go  over  to  England  had 
the  offer  of  teftimonials  of  his  good  adminiftra* 
tion  from  the  government ;  but  he,  refting  his  fate 
entirely  on  the  innocence  of  his  condudt,  he  re- 
f ufcd  them,  and  would  moft  probably  have  cleared 
himfelf  of  any  thing  that  might  have  been  laid 
tp  his  charge,  if  death  intervening  had  not  at 
once  prevented  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  and  his 
innocence  from  appearing. 

Sir  Francis  Brian  was  chofen  lord  juftice  by  a.  d. 
the  council,  but  died  on  an  expedition  againft  ^^^* 
Ibme  rcvolters  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  on 
which  Sir  William  Brabazon  was  clefted,  who 
made  a  journey  to  Limerick,  where  he  reduced 
O'Carrol  to  fubmiffion,  who  renouncing  his  ti- 
tle to  the  barony  of  Ormond,  and  furrendering 
up  his  own  lands  to  the  king,  had  the  latter  re* 
ftored  to  him,  and  was  created  baron  of  Ely> 
and  Mac  Murrough  O'Kelly,  and  O'Maghlin  were 
by  his  meani  pardoned  and  alfo  taken  into  pro- 
te^ion.  But  Charles  Mac  Art  Cavenagh  being 
in  arms,  was  purfued  by  the  deputy,  who  wafted 
his  country,  and  killed  fevcral  of  his  followers. 

A  French  fleet  was  at  this  time  Ihipwrecked 
on  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  the  deftination  of  which 
was  to  fuccour  the  Scotch  -,  but  the  Englilh  go- 
vernor finding  they  had  a  navy  on  foot,  ftationed 
twenty  veffels  to  guard  two  of  the  harbours  on 
the  Irifh  coaft,  in  order  to  prevent  the  evil  dc- 
iigns  of  their  neighbours. 

Sir  Anthony  Saintleger,  lord  deputy,  returned  Ww. 
to   Ireland,    and  Thomas  Cufack  was  made  lord 
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*  chancellor,  and  Mac  Carthy,  making  a  fubaiiflion 
to  Saintkger,  was  pardoned.  It  was  very  remarka- 
ble, thatArthur  Mac  Gennis  being,  by  means  of 
the  pope  made  bifhop  of  Dromorc,  was  confirmed 
fo  by  the  king,  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  Thomas 
Lancafter,  a  protcftant,  was  made  bifliop  of  Kil- 
dare. 

But  the  king,  notwithftanding  thefe  mattens 
fent  over  an  order  for  the  Engliih  liturgy  to  be 
read  in  that  language  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland^ 
the  form  of  which  was  as  follows  :— 

*•  WHEREAS  our  gracious  father,  king  Henry 
the  Eighth  of  happy  memory,  taking  into  con- 
fideration  the'bonda^  and  heavy  yoke  that  his 
true  and  faithful  fub^cdts  fuftainod  under  the  ju- 
rifdidtion  of  the  bifliop  of  Rome,  as  alfb  the  ig- 
norance the  commonalty  were  in,  how  (cveral  fa- 
bulous  (lories  and  lying  wonders  mifled  our  fub« 
je£ls  in  both  our  realms  of  England  and  Ireland, 
grafping  tlicreby  the  means  thereof  into  their 
hands,  alfo  difpenfmg  with  the  fins  of  our  na* 
tions,  by  their  indulgences  and  pardons  for  gains, 
purpofely  to  cherifli  all  ill  vices,  as  robberies,  re- 
bellions,  thefts,  whoredom,  blafphemy,  idolatry, 
&c, — He,  our  gracious  father,  king  Henry,  of  hap. 
py  memory,  hereupon  diflblved  all  priories,  mo- 
nafleries,  abbeys,  and  other  religious  houies,  as  be- 
ing but  nurferies  for  vice  and  luxury,  more  than 
for  facred  learnkig.  Therefore,  that  it  might  more 
plainly  appear  to  the  world,  that  thofe  orders  had 
kept  the  light  of  the  gofpcl  from  his  people,  he 
thought  it  moft  fit  and  convenient  for  tlie  prc- 
fervacion  of  their  fouls  and  bodies,  that  the  holy 
fcripture  Ihould  be  tranflatcd  and  placed  within 
all  the  parifli  churches  in  his  dominions  for  his 
faithful  fubjefts  to  increafe  their  knowledge  of 
God,  and  our  faviour  Jefus  Chrift. — WE  therefore 
for  the  general  benefit  of  our  well  beloved  fub- 

jefts 
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J€fts  underilanding9,  whenever  aflcmblcd  or  met 
together  in  the  faid  feveral  parifti  churches,  either 
to  pray  or  to  hear  prayers  read  ;  that  they  may 
the  better  Join  therein  in  unity,  heart,  and  voice, 
have  cttufed  tbt  Liturgy  and  frayers  of  the  church 
to  ht  tranfiated  into  our  mcther  tongue  of  this  realm 
of  England^  according  to  the  aflembly  of  divines 

lately  met  within  the  fame  for  that  purpofe. 

We  therefore  will  and  command,  as  alfo  autho- 
rife  you.  Sir  Anthony  Saintleger,  knight,  our 
viceroy  df  that  our  kingdom  of  Ireland  to  give  fpe- 
cial  notice  to  all  our  clergy,  as  well  archbilhops, 
bifliops,  deans,  arch-deacons^  as  others  pur  fecu- 
lar  parilh-priefts  within  that  our  faid  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  to  perfeft,  execute,  and  obey  this  our 
royal  will  and  pleafure  accordingly.**— 

On  the  receipt  of  this  order,  however,  Saintle- 
ger called  an  aflembly  of  the  archbifliops,  bifhops^ 
and  all  the  cki^gy  of  Ireland,  to  whom  he  com* 
municated  both  hi9  majefty's  order,  and  the  opi^ 
nions  of  fuch  of  the  clergy  of  England  as  had 
confented  to  it,  adding,  that  it  was  his  majefty*s 
will  and  pleafure^  confenting  t»  their  ferious  con- 
fiderations  and  opinions,  then  a&ed  and  agreed  on 
in  England,  as  to  eccleflaftical  matters,  that  the 
fame  fhould  be  in  Ireland  fo  likewife  celebrated  and 
performed.— George  Dowdal,  the  primate  of 
Ardmagh^  on  this  arofe,  and  obferved,  if  this  or- 
der Ihould  ukc  place  then  every  illiterate  prieft 
would  take  upon  him  to  read  the  fervice.  But  Sir 
Anthony  retorted  this  anfwer  upon  him,  reply- 
ing,—** No  ;  your  ^race  miftakes  )  for  we  have 
too  many  illiterate  pncils  amongfl:  us  already,  who 
neither  can  pronounce  the  Latin,  nor  know  what 
it  means,  any  more  than  the  common  people  that 
hear  them  (  but  when  the  people  Ihall  hear  the 
Liturgy  in  Eftglifh,  they  and  the  prieft  will  then 
underftand  what  they  pray  for.** 

D  d  2        ^  *  And, 
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And  after  fome  more  altercafion  Dowdal  and  fc- 
veral  of  the  fuffragan  bishops  under  him  retired, 
only  the  bifhop  of  Meath  IVaying  with  the  reft  of 
thc^clergy  then  affembled.  Then  Sir  Aiithony  took 
up  the  order,  and  holding  it  our  to  George  Brown, 
archbilhop  of  Dublin,  (who  received  it  ftamding 
up)  faid,  "  This  order,  good  brethren,  is  from 
our  gracious  king,  and  from  the  reft  of  our  brcthrer, 
the  lathers  and  clergy  of  England,  who  have  con- 
fulted  herein,  and  compared  the  holy  fcripiurcs 
with  what  they  have  done  •,  unto  whom  I  fubmir, 
as  Jefus  did  to  Csefar  [A  ft  range  limilc,  but 
fpoken  according  to  the  fpirit  of  thofe  times]  in  all 
things  juft  and  lawful,  making  no  queflion.  Why, 
or.  Wherefore,  as  we  own  him  our  true  and  law- 
ful king." 

And  in  confequence  of  this  order,  ^e  find  that 
the  liturgy  in  the  Englifti  tongue  was  read  in  Chntl 
Church  Dublin,  on  the  Eaftcr-Sunday  enfuing, 
archbilhop  Brown  preaching  a  fermon  from  Ss 
text.  Open  thou  mine  eyes  that  I  nay  fee  the  ^wt- 
ders  of  thy  law. — But,  however  it  happened,  the 
archbilhop  and  tlfc  deputy  not  agreeing,  the  for- 
mer preferred  fome  complaints  againft  the  latter, 
on  which  he  was  recalled,  and  Sir  James  Crofts 
made  lord  deputy  in  his  room,  who  received  the 
following  inftru&ions  : 

To  propagate  the  worlhip  of  God  in  the  Eng- 
li(h  tongue,  and  to  get  the  fervice  tranflated  alio 
into  Iriui  in  thdfe  places  which  needed  it. — To  pre- 
vent the  fale  of  bells,  church  goods,  chantry- 
lands,  &c.  To  execute  ths  laws  juftly. — To  col- 
left  the  revenue  carefully,  and  to  mufter  the  tr- 
my  honeftly. — To  get  the  ports  into  the  king's  pof- 
feflion,  that. his  cuftoms  might  be  duly  anfwercd. 
— To  fearch  for  an  allum  mine. — To  lett  the  king's 
landsj  efpecially  thofe  of  Leix  and  Ophaly,  for 
twenty-one  years  to  fuch  perfons  as  would  refide 

upon 
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up()n  them.— To  enquire  into  the  conveniences 
for  building  Ihips  in  Ireland.— To  endeavour  to 
perTuade  the  nobility  to  exchange  fome  Irifh  lands 
tor  the  like  value  in*  England. — Not  to  fuffcr  Ibl- 
diers  to  be  fued,  except  before  the  deputy  or 
marefcbal ;  but  if  juftioe.  were  not  done  within 
three  months  time,  then  to  remit  thea!i.to  the  com- 
mon laii^, — To  allow  trade  to  all  foreigners,  even 
though  enemies. — And  above  all,  to  reduce  the 
Birnes  and  Toolcs,  and  their  country. 

This  lord  deputy  being  a  firm  proteftant,  en- 
deavoured to  perfuade  Dowdal  to  comply  .  with 
the  order  about  the  liturgy,  which  when  he  ab- 
fokitcly  refufed  to  do,  the  king  and  council  of 
England  deprived  him  of  the  title  of  Primate  af 
all  Ireland^  which  they  annexed  to  the  fee  of  Dub- 
lin ;  on  wiiich  Dowdal  quitted  the  country,  and 
Hugh  Goodacre  was  made  archbiihop  of  Ardmagh 
in  his  room. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  lord  deputy  marched  his 
troops  into  Ulfter,  againft  the  Scotch  iflandcrs, 
and  the  ille  of  Raghlin  was  alfo  invaded  by  the 
Englilh,  who,  however,  were  obliged  to  retreat  with 
the  lofs  of  one  of  their  (hips,  and  fevcral  men, 
amongft  whom  was  captain  Ba^nal,  who  was  af- 
terwards exchanged  for  one  Mac  Donald,  then 
prifoner  in  Dublin  -,— *and  fo  ended  that  expcdi- 
lion. 

When  the  lord  deputy  returned,  out  of  Ulflker, 
Matthew,  baron  of  Dungannon,  fon  of  O'Neil,  earl 
of  Tyrone  (who  had  made  his  fubmiffion  to  Henry 
VIII.)  complained  againft  his  father,  on  which  the 
latter  was  imprifoned,  and  Matthew  was  afllfted  by 
the  Englifti  with  foroe  troops  to  fubduc  liis  bro- 
thers, who  were  in  arms  againft  him  on  this  ac- 
count ;  but  he  and  his  allies  were  defbated  and 
himfelf  Hain  in  the  aiftion  (ome  time  after,  on  which 
D  d  3  >  '  iis 
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as  his  accufer  was  no  more,  the  carl  of  Tyrone 
was  releafed  from  his  confinoDenr,  on  giving  hof- 
ta«s  for  his  good  behavionn  And  thus  the  Eng- 
ii£  in  Ireland  af&£tcd  a  part  like  that  of  the  an* 
cient  Romans,  taking  cognizance  of  the  caufes  of 
their  tributariet,  and  by  the  fanie  kind  of  policy, 

generally  talking  the  part  of  the  weaker  again/1  the 
ronger.  At  this  period  Mac  Cc^hlan  fubDiitdng 
was  reftorc4  to  his  territory  of  Delvin.  About 
the  fame  time  in  England,  the  duke  of  Somerfer, 
])roteftor  of  the  kingdom,  being  accufed  by  a  fac- 
tion, was  beheaded  on  Tower-hill,  his  own  nephew, 
king  Edwu-d,  figning  his  death  warrant.— '■'—And 
this  year  the  young  Fitz  Gerald,  heir  to  the  houie 
of  Kildare,  whofe  life  had  been  prefervcd  almoft 
miraculoully,  was  received  into  favoqr,  had  the 
greateft  part  of  the  family  eftate  leftored  to  him, 
and  was  at  length  created  earl  of  Kildare,  and  b^ 
ron  of  Ophaly,  to  the  great  joy  and  furprife  qt 
his  friends.  ] 

The  lord  deputy  marched  again  into  Ulftar,  bqt 
took  with  him  only  a  fmall  force,  expeAing  to  be 
joined  by  the  baron  Dungahnon,  who  endeavoured 
to  do  fo,  but  was  prevented  by  his  brother  Shane 
O'Neal's  furprifing  his  camp  in  the  night,  and 
flaughtering  his  troops,  on  which  news  the  lord 
deputy  returned  to  Dublin.  Sir  Nicholas  BagraJ 
and  Hugh  Mac  Murrough  had  encountered  ca<;h 
other  before  this  time,  but  neither  part  obtained 
a  vi£bory.  In  the  mean  time  the  garrilbn  of  Ath* 
loan  at  Cluan  Macnoife  pillaged  and  deftroyed  ail 
that  come  in  their  way.  Donough,  earl  of  Tho- 
mond,  notwithftandihg  the  Settlement  made  upon 
him  and  his  btirs,  had  great  contefts  with  his  un- 
cles, and  was  at  laft  murdered  and  fucceedcd  by 
his  fon  Cnogher. 

The  lord  deputy  departing  for  England,  Sir 
Thomas  Cufack  and  3ir  Gerald  A^ln^^^  wtrechoien 

lords 
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lords  juftices  by  the  council,  to  whom  Mac  Neal 
Og^,  of  Clandeboy  made  his  fubmiflion,  but  the  con- 
tcfts  between  the  carl  of  Tyrone  and  his  Ion  Shane 
O'Neil  ftill  fubfiftcd,  in  other  parts ;  Tcige  Roe 
0*Mlaghlin  murdered  Neil  Mac  Phelimy,  and  was 
afterwards  himfirlf  (lain  by  the  baron  of  Delvin 
and  the  garrifon  of  Athlone;  whilll:  in  Connaught 
Richard  Burk  had  wars  with  the  fons  of  Thomas 
Burk,  the  former  of  whom  was  taken  prifoner, 
having  loft  an  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  followers ; 
and  Richard,  earl  of  Clanrickard  befieged  the 
caftle  of  John  Burk,  but  could  not  take  it,  be- 
cauie  Daniel  0*Brian  marched  to  its  relief. 
Thus  were  the  Iri(h  all  at  variance  amongft  them- 
Iclves,  and  provifions  being  fcarce,  the  country 
was  threatened  with  the  evils  of  famine  as  well  as 
the  fword  »  when,  in  the  midftof  thefc  confufions, 
the  king  died  at  Greenwich,  in  the  fixteenth  year 
of  his  age,  and  the  feventh  of  his  reign,  on  the 
fixth  day  of  July,  fifteen  hundred  and  fifty-three, 
not  without  iomc  fufpicion  of  poifon.— 

During  the  whole  of  his  reign  both  himlelf  and 
his  people  had  been  the  dupes  of  an  ambitious  and 
fa&ious  nobility. — Twooppofite  parties  were  ftrug- 
gling  for  power,  and  religion  was  occafionally  made 
the  ftalksng  horfe  of  either. — Edward  was  himfelf 
reckoned  an  amiable  prince,  yet  he  had  put  to 
death  his  own  uncle,  and  been  the  caufe  of  the 
deftru£tion  of  fome  thoufands  of  his  deluded  peo^ 
pie. — And  bein^  over-perfuaded  by  thofe  about 
him,  the  laft  a&ion  of  his  life,  though  well  meant, 
was  likely  to  have  proved  the  worft,  namely,  that 
of  bequeathing  thccrown  to  lady  Jane  Grey^  daugh- 
ter of  the  duke  of  Sufifolk,  in  injury  to  both  his 
filters,  Mary  and  Elixabeth,  which  might  have  in- 
volved this  land  in  all  the  miferies  of  a  ci\^il  war.  -^ 
Upon  the  whole,  it  fecms  that  this  prince  w^  of 
a  very  good:difpofiuon,  andhad  excellent  talents  for 
D  d  4  learning 
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learning,  but,  whether  from  )us  being  furrouodcd 
.by  evil  counfellors,  or  o(\  account  of  his  tender 
years,  he  certainly  *  exhibited  none  for  gavcmment 
His  heart  was  fet  upon  a  thorough  reformatioo, 
livhich  his  theological  knowledge  led  him  to  judge 
neceiTary  •,  but  he  was  much  too  hafty  in  endea- 
vouring to  effeft  iti — Had  he,  inflead  of  im- 
jnerGng  himfelf  in  divinity,  ftudied  the  human 
jieart,  he  would  have  con0dered  it  as  a  hard  mat- 
ter at  once  to  eradicate  prejudices  from  the  minds 
of  a  multitude,  efpecially  fuch  whereon  they  ima- 
gined their  falvation  itfelf  to  depend. — But  per- 
.haps  he  was  too  young  to  confider  thefe  things ;  and, 
in  confequence,  his  reign  furnifhed  fome  ftrijung 
inftances  of  the  unhappinefs  of  a  nation  that  is 
fub)e£t  to  a  minor  king. — 

The  death  of  Edward  being  concealed  by  the 
duke  of  Northumberland,  whofe  fourth  ion,  Uxd 
Guildford  Dudley  was  married  to  lady  Jane  Grey, 
the  princefs  Mary  was  advanocd  within  fcventccn 
miles  of  London  before  fhe  heard  of  her  brother's 
deceaie,  and  when  fhe  was  informed  of  that  event, 
|he  at  the  fame  time  received  intelligence  of  her 
being  excluded  from  the  fuccefllon  by  the  council, 
whereupon  (he  wrote  to  them  to  complain  of  the 
injury,  and  immediatelyj  afterwards  withdrew  to 
the  fea  coaft  of  Suffolk,  there  to  wait  the  event  of 
things,  and  prepare  again|t  ^e  worfi  that  might 
liappen. 

The  dukes  of  SufiblH  and  Northumberland 
then  caufed  Jane  to  be  proclaimed  qpeen  of  Eng- 
land, fetting  afide  Mary,  on  that  unjuft  pretence  of 
her  being  the  offspring  of  an  jnceftuous  marriage, 
and  of  ber  mother,  the  injured  Catherine's  having 
•  been  divorced  from  t})e  king  her  father :  ncvcr- 

thelefs  this  fiimfy  pretence  could  pot  blind  the  pco- 
pie,  who  after  twelve  days  fpent  in  mock  royalty, 
flqthroncd  the  ufurfcr,  and  placed  their  rightful 
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queen  upon  the  throne. Lady  Jane  Grey  alfter- 

wards  faffcred  decftpitation  (to  fpcak  truly)  for  faults 
not  her  own,  being  ever  avcrfc  to  the  ufurpation 
her  relations  obliged  her  to  conform  10.  She  was 
^ne  <of  the  mod  virtuous,  beautiful,  and  accom- 
plifliod  young  ladies  of  the  age,  and  certainly  would 
not  have  been  put  to  death,  even  by  Mary  hef- 
felf,  had  (he  not  been  terrified  into  that  cruel  mea- 
furc  by  a  fubfequent  rebellion. — Indeed  it  is  plea- 
font  to  obfervc  to  what  flirfts  fome  furious  bigots 
«o  a  parry  arc  driven  to  prove  the  nullity  of  Ma- 
ry's right  *,  but  as  thefe  difculTions  .are  not  to 
my  purpofe,  having  much  matter  to  brin^  into 
fmall  compafs,  I  fliall  fay  no  more  of  them  than 
that  the  arguments  are  a£lually  falfe  and  abfurd  in 
ihemfclves,  and  Mary  being  pofleffed  both  of  he- 
reditary and  elcdlivc  right,  moft  of  thofe  who  have 
ufed  them  mufl:  have  known  them  in  fafb  to  be  fo. 
But  to  proceed. — 

On  queen  Mary's  acceffion  to  the  throne,  Sir  ^-  ^^ 
Thomas  Cufack,  and  Gerald  Ailmer  were  conti-- 
nucd  lords  juftices,  and  her  fucceflion  being  noti- 
fied, wherein  (he  was  fty led  Supreme  Head  of  the 
•Church,  liberty  of  mafs  was  granted  to  thofe  who 
chofc  to  ufc  it,  and  the  queen  being  crowned, 
granted  a  general  pardon  to  all  her  fubjcdU  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  which  is  generally  a  political 
ftep,  where  any  potentate  fucceeds  after  a  rcig» 
that  bas  been  n)arkc(J  with  any  intcftioc  broiU 
or  civil  commotions. 

Yet  CVGonnor  was  in  this  ti;ne  invading  Ophaly 
and  O'Neal  was  at  arms  in  ihe  county  of  Lputh, 
but  both  were  fuppreflfed  by  the  lords  juftices,  an^ 
ihc  latter  receiving  9  grc^c  overthrovy  near  Pqn- 
dalk  where  he  loft  many  of  his  men,  .was  prc- 
i^nted  trom  becoming  farther  trpublclcme. 

—  Sir  Anthony  Sainileger,  lord  deputy  arriving 
DOW  took  tt>e  ufual  paths,   and  received  the  fword 
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at  Cbrifl;  Church.  Ac  this  time  the  baroD  of  Dd- 
vin,  and  the  Mac  Coghlaos  made  war  upoo  each 
other,  which  proved  very  tedious  aod  rutoous  to 
the  territory  of  Delvin.  And  Owen  Mac  Geonis 
was  confirmed  chief  of  his  fept  or  trib^,  on 
making  fubmiflion  to  the  queen's  deputy,  and 
agreeing  to  certain  conditions. 

The  archbifliop  of  Ardmagh,  who  had  Bed,  was 

now  re-called,    and  reftored   to  his  primacy. 

The  married  clergy  were  deprived  ;  and  Lancaf- 
ter,  bi(hop  of  Kiidare,  and  Travcrle,  bifliop  of 
Leighlin,  Bale,  bifliop  of  Oflfory,  and  Cafy,  bi- 
Ihop  of  Limerick^  tseing  all  proteftants,  fled  in 
their  turn  to  foreign  climates,  catholic  preUtes  be- 
ing ioftimted  in  their  room.  Or.  Walflb  was  made 
bilhop  of  Meath,  Hugh  Carvin  of  Dublin^  and 
Thomas  Levereuic  of  KUdare  :  the  pope  al(b  made 
Thomas  OTihely  bifliop  of  Leighlin,  and  Hugh 
Lacy  was  advanced  to  the  fee  of  Limerick,  and 
John  Thonory  got  pofleffion  of  the  biOioprtc  of 
Ophaly,  though  his  leafes  were  afterwards  voidedt 
becaufe  Bale  was  never  deprived, 

Gerald,  earl  of  Kiidare,  having  been  reftored  in 
May,  came  over  this  year  to  take  pofleflTion  of  bb 
eftates,  with  whom  alfo  came  Brian  Ficz  Patrick, 
the  late  king  Edward's  favourite,  and  Thomas, 
ear!  of  Ormond,  who  had  behaved  themfelves  weU 
in  the  affair  of  Wyatt*s  rebellion,  which  was  raifed 
in  England  on  account  of  the  queen's  marriage  with 
Philip  of  Spain. 

At  this  time  her  majefty  fenc  orders  to  reduce 
the  army  in  Ireland,  which  was  done,  but  not  ex- 
afily  according  to  her  eftimate,  and  in  the  iequel 
it  apixared  the  deputy  and  council  were  right  ia 
their  judgement,  for  it  was  not  long  before  ihey 
were  obliged  again  to  augment  their  forces,  atid  like* 
wife  to  fend  for  frefli  luccours  from  England, — 

The 
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The  difputcs  among  the  native  Irilh  ftill  coo* 
tinuiDg*-DanieI  O'Briaiit  who  claiming  by  Taniitry, 
bad  long  concefted  the  righc  Co  the  earldom  of 
Thomondf  and  had  flain  che  prefenc  earl's  father* 
ftill  kept  up  the  difpuce  with  che  fon  ;  and  chough, 
by  meidiacion  of  the  lord  deputy  and  council  chefe 
rivals  were  apparently  reconciled,  yet  the  quarreU 
foon  broke  out  ag^in,  as  feems  to  have  been  che 
cuftom  of  the  natives  of  that  unhappy  country.—^ 
Charles  O'Carrol,  who  had  killed  Tcig  of  the 
fame  name,  was  himfelf  murdered  by  Williaia 
CDar,  0*Carrol,  and  the  murderer  feiscd  upon  the 
feigniory.  The  carl  of  Kildare  and  the  baron  of 
Delvin  going  into  UI(^er  to  aflift  Shane  O'Neal 
againft  Pbelim  Roe  O'Neal,  reaped  lictle  fruit  from 
their  expedition,  but  returned,  after  they  had  loft 
about  an  hundred  and  fifty  men  in  a  (kirmifli.-^ 
But  foon  after  the  earl  of  Tyrone  engaging  Hugh 
Mac  Neal  of  Clandeboy,  was  defeated,  with  che 
lofs  of  above  three  hundred  men ;  and  all  parties 
continued  u  ufual  to  wafte  and  fpoil  each  otber*s 
land,  to  the  great  detrimeat  of  agriculture,  trade, 
and  commerce,  in  the  tfland. 

At  this  time  Brian  O'Connor,  then  in  che  hands 
of  the  queen,  who  allowed  hicn  a  penfion  in  Eng* 
land,  obtained  leave  to  come  over  to  Ireland,  ftill 
retaining  his  penGon,  This  was  a  great  mark  of 
her  majefty's  conQdence  in  \nWj  but  he  bad  not 
beeci  long  in  che  ifl^ind  before  he  was  accqfed  of 
having  licde  deferved  it,  and  being  taken  up  on 
fufplcion  of  forming  fome  confederacies  againic  cho 
ftate,  was  commicted  prifoner  to  the  caftle  of  Dub- 
lin ;  but  on  giving  his  fon  Roderic  as  an  hoftage^ 
for  his  peaceable  behaviour  he  was  ac  length  fct  at 
liberty. 

The  queen  chofe  at  this  time  to  make  fome  pro- 
motions  both  in  church  andilac^  ;  —  and  chis  year 
Cwrickfcrgus  was  bcfieged  by  the  Scots,  who  con\- 

micted 
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mttted  divers  other  depredations  in  Ireland,  while 
the  Cavenaughs  invading  the  county  of  Dublin, 
were  defeated,  andfeventy-four  of  them  being  made 
prifonersy  w^re  banged,  by  order  of  the  lord  de- 
puty. 

Thomas  Ratdiff,  lord  Fitz- Walter,  was  next 
made  lord  deputy,  who  defeated  the  Scorch  in  U/- 
fter,  and  took  Shane  O'Neal  and  fevcral  others  of 
"the  Irifti  into  his  proteftion,  but  Shane  rifing  in 
arms  foon  after  his  fubmifllon,  was  proclainKd  a 
traitor,  and  flain  in  confcquence  of  his,  revolt. 

The  new  lord  deputy  went  into  Ulftcr,  where 
he  fought  to  engage  the  rebels  as  his  predeceflbr  had 
done,  burned  Ardmagh,  and  proceeded  to  Ncwry  5 
but  being  ordered  inro  England,  was  obliged  to 
depart,  after  having  taken  hoftages  from  many  of 
the  Irifli  for  their  good  behaviour  ;  and  in  his  room, 
Hugh  Curvio  and  Sir  Henry  Sidney  were  made 
lords  jufticcs. — Sir  Henry  attacked  Arthur  Molloy, 
and  over-run  his  country.  At  this  time  Shane 
O'Neal  invading  Tyrconnel,  had  his  camp  ftirprifed 
in  the  night  by  Calvagh  O'Donnel,  and  was  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  flight  to  fave  himfelf  amidft  the 
general  rout  and  flaughter. 

The  new  deputy  was  Thomas,  earl  of  Eflex, 
who  marching  into  Munfter  againft  Daniel  O  Brian 
took  the  caftles  of  Bunratty  and  Clare,  and  reftored 
fhc  country  to  the  earl  of  Thomond,  who  fwore 
to  continue  loyal  to  the  queen,  and  to  perform  ar- 
ticles with  the  lord  deputy,  to  whom  the  earl  of 

Defmond  alfo    made  his    fubmiffion ; he    alfo 

wafted  Cantire  in  Scotland,  and  reduced  feveral 
parts  of  tJlller,  through  which  he  returned,  to  obe- 
dience  to  the  Englifb  government. 

Sir  Henry  Sidney  being  fworn  lord  juftice  had 
a  new  great  fcal  fent  him,  as  had  thr<re  other  great 
officers  of  ftate,  and  held  the  government  at  the 
^eath  of  the  queea,-  which  happened  on  the  ieven- 

lecnth 


HISTORY    OF    IRELAND.  413 

teenth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  fifreen  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  in  the  forty-third  year  of  her  age, 
and  the  fixth  of  her  reign,  and  with  her  expired 
the  chief  hopes  of  the  catholics  in  England,  who 
under  her  protection  had  proceeded  againft  the  pro- 
teftants  with  all  the  brutal  rage  that  ignorant  zeal 
and  the  fury  of  religious  bigorry  could  infpire. 

Elizabeth  fuccecdcd  her  fitter  Mary  on  the  Eng-  ^^ 
li(h  throne,  but  was  too  politic  to  adopt  a  religion 
by  the  rules  of  which  fhe  muft  have  acknowledged 
her  own  birth  to  be  illegitimate.  She  viewed  both 
the  contending  parties  with  a  cautious  eye,  and 
having  firft  partly  availed  herfelf  of  the  intereft  o( 
one  to  gain  the  crown,  (he  afterwards  declared  in 
favour  of  the  other,  and  yet  had  the  good  po* 
licy  to  fecure  herfelf  in  the  government,  notwith-* 
(landing  any  of  the  efforts  of  either ;  --her  fud- 
den  breaking  with  Philip  of  Spain,  who  had  oiar* 
tied  he#  fifter  Mary,  was  not  perhaps  the  molt: 
prudent  meafure  (he  could  have  adopted,  as  it  rent 
Calais  ("loft  in  the  former  reign)  for  ever  from  the 
£ngli(h  crown)  and  created  her  a  formidable  ene- 
my, who  ever  after  fought  her  ruin  ^  neverthelefs, 
(he  fo  abundantly  made  amends  for  this  falfe  ftep, 
by  her  wife  choice  of  able  counfdlors,  who  found 
means  to  cut  out  work  for  her  enemies  abroad,  and 
by  the  uniform  condu&  (he  obferved  with  refpe^ 
to  checking  fa&ions  ac  home,  that  (he  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  reign  no  lefs  glorious  to  herfelf, 
than  advantageous  to  her  people,  over  whom, 
notwithftanding,  (he  (hewed  a  moft  ardent  defire 
as  ever  prince  did  to  play  the  tyrant. 

This  queen,  who  was  proclaimed  immediately 
upon  her  fi(ter's  death,  was  crowned  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  January,  in  the  year  fifteen  hundred  and 
fifty-eight,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  her  age,  and 
having  by  her  wifdom  obviated  every  obftacle  that 
could  artfe  to  prevent  her  a(rumiog  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment. 
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vcrnmcnt,    was  rccciircd  by  ihc  people  with    the 
greateft  tokens  of  Joy  and  fatisFadion. 

Thomas,  earl  of  SufTest,  being  at  that  rime  lord 
deptityof  Ireland,  the  queeh  for  a  while  coniioocd 
him  in  his  office,  fending  him  a  fet  of  inftrufiions 
relative  to  the  regulation  of  certain  affairs,  which 
however  they  might  concern  the  good  govern* 
xnent  of  the  country,  are  of  too  little  coofcquence, 
as  to  the  matter  of  them,  to  be  recited  io  this  hil^ 
tory. 

When  he  *^as  re-called,  Sir  Henry  Sidney  was 
made  lord  deputy,  who  found  hTtnfelf  ibmewhat 
cmbarrafled  in  fettling  the  fucceffion  of  the  O'Neal 
family. — For  Shane,  legitimate  fon  of  the  earl  of 
Tyrone,  took  upon  ham  the  name  of  O'Neali 
which  bis  father  had  difciaimed,  and  with  fome 
Ihew  of  reafon  difowned  the  Englilh  juriiUiftion, 
being  incenfed  at  thofe  laws  by  which  he  faw  him^ 
felf  cut  off  from  hts  inheritance,  his  brother  Mat- 
thew, who  was  a  baftard,  having  been  preferred 
before  him,  whom  Shane  on  that  account  put  to 
death,  and  imprifoned  his  father  for  his  partiality, 
who  ended  by  grief  a  life  thit  bad  been  full  of 
troubles. 

Sir  Henry  Sidney  marching  to  Dundalk,  fent  a 
fummons  to  this  Shane  to  appear  before  him, 
which  the  latter  declined  complying  with,  but  to 
(hew  the  defire  he  had  of  being  upon  good  terms 
with  the  chief  governor,  courceoufly  invited  him 
to  come  to  his  houfe,  and  become  his  goffip^  Sir 
Henry  accordingly  accepted  the  invitation  i  bm 
when  he  began  expoftulacins  with  Shane  concerning 
the  daring  fteps.he  had  taKen,  the  Irifli  chief  ob- 
fcrvcd,  1  hat  his  father's  furrender  was  void  j  becaufe 
in  effedt  he  had  but  an  eftate  for  life  in  his  prin- 
cipality by  Taniftry,  nor  could  make  a  furrender  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  lords  of  his  country, 
moreover,  he  urged  that  the  letters  patent  muft  be 

void 
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void  by  the  Englifli  laws,  becaufe  no  inquificion 
was  raken  before  they  were  pafled,  and  none 
could  be  taken,  unlefa  Tyrone  were  made  (hire- 
ground.  He  concluded  with  urging  his  own  legi* 
timacy,  and  infixing  that  what  he  held  was  by 
prefcription.  As  there  was  fome  colour  of  argu- 
ment in  what  Shane  had  advanced,  the  lord  deputy 
contented  himfelf  with  faying,  '^  That  the  matter 
being  of  great  confequence  there  was  no  doubt  but 
when  it  (hould  be  referred  to  the  queen  (he  would 
give  a  right  determination,"  in  the  mean  time  ad- 
vifing  Shane  to  remain  quiet,  and  wait  the  event 
with  patience  i — and  fo  they  parted  friends,  though 
without  having  determined  upon  any  thing. 

Thomas,  earl  of  Suflex,  knight  of  the  garter,  a.  d« 
this  year  came  over  as  lord  deputy,  who  brought  '^^^ 
ouer  with  him  feveral  inftrndlions  concerning  the 
TJftu^Uingof  the  army,  the  holding  of  Irifli  eftates 
after  .the  Englifh  manner,  &c.  and  fome  which 
related  to  the  feiting  up  the  worfhip  of  God  in 
Ireland,  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  was  praftifed  in 
j£ngland. 

For  having  employed  Dr.  Parker  privately  to 
reform  the  licurgy,  the  queen  had  publilhed  a  pro- 
clamation allowing  divine  fervice  to  be  performed 
in  the  vulgar  tongue,  and  giving  leave  to  her  fub- 
jc6ts  to  read  the  fcripmres,  which  proclamation  did 
but  forerun  many  things  of  more  confequence, 
which  (he  had.  determined  to  eflfefb. — The  parlia* 
nient  of  England  meeting  after  this,  among  many 
other  ftatutes  enadted  the  following, — That  the 
ftipremacy  of  the  church  (hould  be  veiled  in  the 
Ibvereign. — That  thofe  a£b  which  had  pa(ted  in  Ed- 
ward the  Sixth's  reign,  relative  to  religion,  fliould 

be  confirmed  and  eftablifhed. ^That  the  queen 

flioold  have  che  power  of  nomination  to  biflioprics. 
-~That  no  pcrfon  fliould,  by  writing  or  fpeaking,  h- 

vour 


4x6        HISTORY    or    tRELAND. 

vour  foreigi>  authority; — That  there  (bocdd  be  an 
uniformity  of  w6rihip. — That  the  queen,  on  tJheva^ 
cancy  of  any  btfhopric  might  re&ime  its  tempo- 
ralkies*— 'That  flie  fbouid  be  put  in  pofleflion  of 
jJl  religiotts  houfcs.  And^  that  the  condenanacion 
of  the  RomiOi  bifhops;  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Sixth,  was  abibluteiy  juft  and  legal. — 

From  thefe  ftacutes  it  was  eaf/  to  fee  bow  lit- 
tle the  catholics  bad  to  hope  or  expeft  from  Eli- 
zabeth I  but  their  experience  came  too  late.  That 
princefs  had  carried  herfelf  fo  artfully  chat  the 
Ronianifts  who  were  in  pofledion  of  moft  of  (he 
power  in  the  kingdom,  at  the  time  of  Mary's 
dcccafe,  bad  fet  her  fifter  op  as  a  favourer,  or  at 
lead  not  a  perfecutor,  of  their  religion ;  nay  (he 
had  evdn  pretended  to  be  a  carholtc.  But  now  in- 
cenTed  at  her  proceedings,  the  lower  houfe  of  convo- 
cation, in  a  petition  to  her  majefty,  openly  efpoofed 
the  caufe  of  the  catholics.  A  public  difpute  was 
afterwaids  propofed  between  feveral  learned  dodors 
of  both  perfuafions,  which  however  came  to  no- 
thing :  the  reafon  for  which  is  faid  to  be  that  ths 
catholic  champions  declined  engaging  in  the  con- 
troverfy  without  the  pope's  permiffidr,  which  they 
were  not  fulnifhed  with.  But  in  confeqoence  of 
thefe  procecdingi,  fourteen  bifhops,  aftda  great  nom- 
ber  of  the  inferior  clergy  refigned  their  fees  and 
benefices,  whieh  were  immediately  filled  up  wiih 
proteftantsi  a  circumftance  that  fcrved  fkill  more 
to  weaken  the  caufe  that  the  others  ftrove  to  de- 
fend. . 

— To  return.— The  chief  of  the  lord  depoiy*s 
inftruflions  were  thefe  : — 

Firft,  That  the  army  (horfd  be  three  hundred 
and  twenty-fix  horle,  eight  hundred  and  fixty-foor 
foot,  and  three  hundred  Kerns. 

Secondly.  That  port-corn  Ihould  be  referved  to* 
wards  victualling  the  army. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  That  he  fhould  dndcavour  to  people 
Ulftcr  with  Englilh,  and  to  recover  Lecale,  New- 
ry,  and  Carlingtbrd,  from  the  Scots,  and  fhould 
recompence  Sir  Nicholas  Bagnal  for  his  intereft 
in  Ulfter. 

Fourthly,  That  Mac  Carthy  fhould  be  ordered 
to  hold  his  eflate  after  the  Englifh  manner,  as 
the  earls  of  Thomond  and  Clanrickard  did.- 
And  he  had  alfo  other  in(lru6tions  to  him,  and 
the  council,  to  fet  up  the  worfhip  of  God,  as  ic 
was  in  England,  and  to  make  fuch  flatutes  next 
parlianient  as  were  lately  made  in  England  muSa- 
tis  mutandis  and  to  difpofe  of  Leix  and  Ophaly 
to  the  bett  advantage  of  the  queen  and  the  coun- 
try. 

And  the  deputy  afterwards  held  a  parliament  at 
Dublin,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  January,  which 
enaded  the  following  laws,  and  then  was  dif- 
folved  <Hi  the  twelfth  of  February, 

Firfl,  That  the  ancient  jurifdiftion  over  thc^ 
flate,  ecclefiaflical  and  fpiritual  fhould  be  reflored  to 
the  crown,  and  foreign  authority  abolifhed ;  and 
that  the  adts  of  appeals  and  faculties  be  revived  ; 
and  alfb  tis  much  ot  the  aft  of  marriage  as  concerns 
confanguinity.— ►And  the  adt  of  repeal  made  the 
third  and  fourth  of  Philip  and  Mary  repealed. — 
And  an  aA  of  the  third  and  fourth  of  Philip  and 
Mary  to  revive  three  flatutes  concerning  hcrefy  -,  • 
and  the  thre<?  flatutes  therein  named  to  be  repealed, 
except  fo  much  thereof  as  concerns  premunire.— 
And  that  theiquccn  and  her  fucccflbrs  may  appoint 
commiffioners  to  exercife  eccleftadical  jurifdiftion. 
And  that  all  officers  and  miniftcrs  ccclefitiflical 
or  lay,  all  ecclefiaflical  perfons,  and  every  one 
that  has  the  queen's  wages  fhall  take  the  oath 
of  fupremacy,  on  pain  of  lofing  his  office,  and 
that  he  fhall  be  incapable  of  bearing  any  office  ec- 
clefiaflical or  tenvporal,    if  he  obftinately  refufes 

Vol.  I.  E  c  the 
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the  oath  tendered  to  him. — He  that  fued  Livery 
or  took  orders  was  to  cake  the  oath  i  and  a  pe« 
nitenc  upon  taking  the  oath  was  to  be  relturctJ 
to  his  office  of  inheritance. 

He  that  did  extol,  maintain  or  advance  foreign 
jurifdiAion  was  for  the  firft  offence  to  Icrfe  his 
goods :  and  if  they  were  not  worth  twenty  pounds 
then  a  year's  imprifonment  without  bail,  befidcs  ^ 
and  if  it  were  an  ecclefiaflical  perfon,  he  was  bkc- 
wife  to  lofc  all  his  benefices,  and  the  iccood  of- 
fence to  be  premunire,  and  the  third  high  trca- 
fon,  provided  the  profecution  for  words  was  with- 
in half  a  year  after  the  fpeaking.  Nothing  was 
to  be  adjudged  herefy  but  what  had  been  fo  by 
the  fcripture,  the  firft  four  general  councils,  or 
fome  other  general  council,  by  exprefs  words  d 

fcripture>  or  fhould  be  by  ad  of  parliament. 

That  there  muft  be  two  witnefies. — And  no  man 
to  be  efteemed  as  acceffory  till  two  wimelles  proved 
he  knew  the  guilt  of  the  principal  before  he  re- 
lieved him,  &c. 

Secondly,  An  adk  for  uniformity  of  common 
prayer. 

Thirdly,  An  aft  for  reftitution  of  the  firft 
fruits,  and  twentieth  part  of  the  fpiritual  benefices 
to  the  crown. 

Fourthly,  An  aft  for  confecrating  archbiihops 
and  bilhops. 

Fifthly,  An  aft  of  recognition  of  the  queen's 
title. 

Sixthly,  To  make  it  premunirc  to  fay  the  queen 
had  no  right  to  the  crown,  and  tieafon  to  write 
it. 

Seventhly,  The  priory  of  St,  John  of  Jerufalcm 
be  united  to  the  crown. -— 

The  Ijrifli  parliament  being  difiblved,  and  the 
lord  deputy   embarking  for  England,    in  order 
^  to  give  an  account  of  their  proceedings.  Sir  Wil- 

liam 
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liam  Fitz-Williams  was  Idt  to  fupply  his  place, 
who  found  that  Shane  O'Neal,  though  he  had 
been  quiet  during  the  remainder  of  his  prcdc- 
ccffor*s  adminiftration,  did  not  chufe  to  remain 
fo  in  his.— For  he  now  levied  forces,  with  which 
he  defeated  O'Reyley,  took  the  chief  of  Tyr- 
connel  prifoncr,  together  with*  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, feized  upon  his  lands  and  goods,  and  car- 
ried ^11  before  him  in  Ulfter. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  earl  of  Sufllex  came  back 
from  England,  whither  he  had  orders  to  fend  over 
the  earl  of  Kildare ;  after  which  he  made  a  fe* 
:ond  voyage  to  England ;  but  when  he  returned, 
le  found  Shane  again  in  arms,  whom  he  again  forced 
0  a  fubmiifion,  which  he  repeated  in  England, 
md  received  fome  prefents  from  the  queen,  be- 
idcs  borrowing  of  her  two  thoufand  five  hun- 
ired  pounds,  and  obtaining  a  commillion  to  be 
ent  over  to  examine  into  ibme  complaints  of 
lis,  which  her  majefty  was  willing  to  take  cog- 
lizance  of. 

And  Shane,  on  his  return,  feemed  willing 
nough  to  prove  loyal;  for  he  drove  the  Scots 
ut  of  Ulfter,  and  maintained  good  order  in  his 
iftridl;  but  being  rather  imperious  to  his  vaf- 
ils,  Mac  Guire  complained  of  him  to  the  govern- 
lent,  Shane,  when  inftead  of  fubmitting  his  claims 
3  their  decifion,  invaded  Fermenagh,  expelled 
lac  Guire,  burned  the  church  of  Ardmagh,  and 
eficged  Dundalk,  from  which  laft  place,  though, 
e  was  repulied,  he  fpoiled  and  wafted  the  coun* 
7  the  lord  lieutenant  being  recalled  before  he. 
:>uld  a£b  affainft  him. 

Sir  Nicholas  Arnold  was  next  made  lord  juf- 

ce ;  but,  foon  after,  he  refigned  hb  office  to  Sir 

lenry  Sidney,  who    was  now  again  made  lord 

^uty,    and)  like  the  reft,  brought  feveral  in* 

£  e  2  ftru£tions 
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ftruftions  over  with  him,'  which  tended  to  die 
well  being  of  the  church  and  ftatc. 

And  indeed  there  was  occafion  for  thefe  and 
more,  things  being  in  great  confafion  in  the 
couatrjs  notwithftanding  all  the  care  government 
at  this  time  took  to  fet  them  in  order. 

In  Connaught,  the  earl  of  Clanrickard  and  Mac 
William  Outer  fprcad  defolarion  over  the  face  of 
the  country. — The  Birnes,  the  Tools,  the  Cavan- 
naghs  0*Murroughs  and  O'Mores  wafted  Ldnftcr. 
— -Munfter  was  nearly  ruined  by  the  diflfenrions 
between  the  earls  of  Ormond  and  Defmond,  the 
latter  of  whom  had  lately  received  an  overthrow, 
in  which  he  had  loft  two  hundred  and  eighty 
of  his  men ;  Sir  Daniel  0*Brian  and  the  cari  of 
Thomond  over-running  the  country  kno^n  by  the 
latter  name. 

Ormond  and  Defmond  howevef  thought  proptr 
to  lay  tlieir  caufe  before  the  queen  in  coun- 
cil i  but  her  penetration  being  ib  great  that  (he  few 
their  difputes  was  fuch  as  could  not  be  fettbl 
in  another  country  without  farther  cnquhics,  fhe 
reC)lved  to  fettle  the  matter  by  commifSoner?, 
who  were  accordingly  fent  over,  and  invefted 
with  tlie  powers  neceffary  for  that  purpofc,  snJ 
the  two  lords  were  bound  in  recognifances  ot 
no  left  than  twenty  thoufand  pounds  each,  to 
ftand  to  the  queen's  determination. 

About  thi^  time  Mac  Carthy  More,  of  Mun- 
fter,  went  over  to  England,  and  there  fubmitted 
and  furrendered  his  eltate  into  the  hands  of  Eli- 
zabeth, who  reftofed  it  to  him  again,  by  Ictten 
patent,     creating    him    earl    of    Glcncar,     and 

baron   of  Valentia.- O'Sullevan  likewife   took 

a  patent  for  his  eftate  which  was  granted  him, 
among  other  ftipulations,  on  condirion  of  his 
paying  the  rents  ^nd  fervices  due  to  the  above 

men- 
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nientidncd'  carl  of  Glcncar,  which  rcaM  and  fcr- 
vices  ^wcre  as  follow:— 

Firft,  To  aid  him  with  his  whole  ftrength  on 
fummons,  and  to  be  the  marcfchal  of  hi?  arift;. . 

Secondly,  Every  arable  or  plow  land  sx)  fur/iiih 
five  Gallowgk^es  or  Kerns^  or  to  pay  '^x-  (hil- 
lings and  eight-pence,  or  a  beef  for  each,  at  the 
ele^ion  of  a  Mac  Canhy  More. 
Thirdly,That  MacCarthy  Ibould  have  half  a  crown 
for  every  fhip  that  came  to  filh,  or  mcrchaDdize  io 
O'SuHivan's  harbours. 

Fourthly,  To  have  mcrchandife  brouglit  thi- 
ther at  the  fame  rate  as  O'SuUavan  had  ia$..  ^ 

Fifthly,  To  entertain  Mac  Carrhy  More  and  his 
train  two  days  and  nights  at  Dunboy  %  and  at  aU 
other  times  ne  had  occafion  to  travel  that  way, 
to  entertain  Mac  Carthy  and  his  body  fervants, 
and  to  quarter  the  reft  on  the  country. 

Sixthly,  He  was  to  fend  horfe-meat  to  PaHice, 
for  Mac  Carthy's  faddk-horfes,  and  pay  the  groom 
three  (billings  and  four-pence  out  of  every  acabJe 
plow4and. 

Laftly,  He  was  to  find  the  hounds,  grey-hounds, 
and  fpanicls  of  Mac  Carthy,  whenever  they  came, 
and  to  pay  one  ihilling  and  eight- pence  per 
annum  to  the  huntfman  out  of  every  arable  pbw- 
land. 

But  Shane  was  much  difpleafed  with  Elizabeth 
for  having  ennobled  Mac  Carthy  More,  and  ufod 
to  fay,  "  Thac  though  the  queen  had  made  that 
chief  an  earl,  yet  he  kept  as  good  a  man  ks  he ; 
that  for  his  own  part,  his  blood  was  better  than 
the  beft,  as  he  was  defcended  from  kings;  and 
as  he  had  won  Ulfter  by  the  fword,  fo  he 
would  alfo  keep  it  by  the  fame  means,"— Such 
are  the  anfwers  he  is  faid  to  have  given  to  thofe 
who  aflured  him  that  if  he  would  lay  down  his 
arms,  the  quee^  would. :makehi^  earl.^of  T^- 
E  e  3  rone.— 
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rone.  —  The  Iri(h  writen  applaud  hsm  (or  this 
fjpiric;  certainly  it  ill  agre«i  with  his  repeated 
nibmiflions. 

In  order  to  fupport  his  woxxls  with  a&ions, 
O'Neal  kept  on  foot  near  five  thoufand  mcc, 
and  made  an  attempt  upon  Dundalk,  which  was 
in  his  neighbourhood,  but  was  repulfed  with  bfs, 
notwithftanding  which  check  he  made  inroads  in< 
CO  the  Pale,  and  could  not  but  be  confidcred 
as  a  formidable  enemy. 

Mean  while  the  queen  fent  a  re-inforoement 
from  England,  who,  under  the  command  of  co- 
lonel Randolph,  arrived  at  Deny,  where  the  kti 
deputy  joined  them,  and  having  left  them  fome 
of  his  own  foldiers,  furnifhed  them  with  pto* 
vifions,  and  regulated  matters  as  well  as  he  could, 
he  returned  to  Dublin,  litde  conceiving  whst 
would  be  the  fate  of  thofe  he  left  behind  hiin. 

The  Engliih  writers  fay  that  O'Neal,  having 
provoked  the  garrifon  to  make  a  faity,  loft  four 
hundred  men  by  a  furious  attack  they  made 
upon  him,  which,  on  their  fide,  coft  dicm  their 
colonel,  who  was  the  only  Englilhman  (lain  m 
the  encounter  j  but  this  ftory  fccnw  improbabk; 
nor  is  it  of  much  confcquencc  to  afcertain  the 
truth  or  falfity  of  it,  fince,  whatever  fucccfs  co- 
lonel Randolph's  men  might  have  in  a  fally,  it 
is  certain  that  foon  after  the  powder  magaiine 
blowing  up,  both  the  fort  and  town  of  D^rrj 
were  dcftroyed,  a  great  part  of  the  foldiers  mi- 
ferably  perifhed,  and  the  reft,  being  left  defticutc 
of  ammunition  and  prov^fions,  were  obliged  to 
rerurn  to  Dublin. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  lord  deputy  received 
intelligence  that  the  earl  of  Pefmond  was  up  ia 
arms  in  Munfter,  and  that  it  was  feared  he  in- 
tended to  join  O'Neal ;  on  which  he  lent  him  3 
fummoqs  to  appear  immediately,  and  the  eari 

obcjing 
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obeying  accordingly,  was  fcnt  with  Sir  Warham 
Saintkger,  and  a  party  of  horfe,  to  guard  the 
Pale  from  incurfions. 

In  the  mon;h  of  Septcipbcr,  the  lord  deputy 
marched  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops  through 
Ulltcr  to  Galway,  the  Irifh  Ibmetimcs  appearing 
in  his  rear,  but  nothing  except  a  few  flight  flcir^ 
mifhes  cnfuing. — He  ellabliflied  Sir  Edward  Fitton 
prelident  of  Connaught,  took  the  caflle  of  Rofcom- 
mon^  and  garrifoned  it.  In  his  progrcfs,  he  rcftortd 
O'Donnel  to  the  poflcfllon  ot.  his  two  caftlcs  of 
Ballyfhannon  and  Donnegal,  and  received  the  fub^ 
miflions  of  fevcral  chiefs  that  were  formerly  de- 
pendant upon  O'Neal;  —  he  having  difcharged 
his  army  at  Athlone,  as  fodn  as  he  returned  from 
his  expedition,  the  enemy  appeared  again  and 
invaded  the  Pale ;  but  finding  it  well  garrifoned, 
wafted  the  open  country,  and  returned  again  to 
the  liege  of  Dundalk,  from  which  place  they  were 
again  repulfed. 

And,  in  the  end,  without  any  great  atchieve- 
mcnts  by  the  fword,  the  lord  deputy  fo  dif- 
trefled  O'Neal  by  ftirring  up  enemies  againft  him, 
and  making  incurfions  into  his  country,  that,  at; 
length,  he  thought  fit  to  throw  himfelf  upon  the 
Scots  for  fuccour. — In  confequence  of  this  refo- 
lution,  he  made  a  journey  to  Clandcbov,  where 
Alexander  Oge  commanded  a  party  of  them»  and 
having  firft  rcftored  him  hi3  brother  whom  he  had 
taken  prifoner,  was  afterwards  received  by  this 
chief  with  great  feeming  cordiality ;  but  the  per- 
hJious  Scots,  remembering  the  mifchiefs  ,he  had 
done  them  when  he  fought  on  the  queen's  be- 
half, bafcly  took  this  opportunity  to  revenge 
themfclvcs,  and  falling  upon  him  and  his  com- 
pany, flew  them  all,  and  feni  bis  head  to  Dub- 
lin. 


424        H  I  S  T  O  R  Y    or    I  K  EL  AND. 

We  have  already  fcen  the  earis  of  Onnood 
and  Defmond  in  open  contentbn  :-*at  laft  the 
complaints  of  the  former  being  conveyed  to  the 
queen^  the  lord  deputy  was  ordered  to  appre- 
hend the  latter,  which  he  did,  and  havii^  con- 
veyed him  prifoner  to  Limerick,  knighted  bis 
brother  John*  and  made  him  fenefchal  of  Def- 
mond.— Like  complaints  were  preferred  fay  Oli- 
ver Sutton  againft  the  earl  of  Kildare,  and  by 
fome  others  againft  Sir  Edmund  Butler,  which 
the  queen  was  rcqueftcd  to  fend  over  fome  fit 
lord  chancellor  to  Ictrle. — As  for  the  lord  deputy, 
after  Shane  CNeaFs  death,  he  marched  imme- 
diately into  Ulfter,  where  Turlogh  Lynogh,  and 
moil  of  the  gentry  of  Ulfter  made  their  fubmif- 
lion  to  him. 

But  finding  that,  notwithftanding  aH  he  could 
do,  the  court  of  England  was  little  fatisficd  with 
his  government,  this  deputy  folicited  letters  of 
recal,  and  having  obtained  them,  xKtrftly  paff- 
cd  over  into  England,  taking  with  him  the  earl 
of  Defmond,  the  baron  of  Dungannon,  O'Connor 
Sligo,  0*Carol,  and  fome  others.  The  two  firft: 
of  ihefc  were  imprifoncd  in  the  Tower,  and  Sir 
John  Defmond  fent  for  to  accompany  them.— 
But  O'Connor,  making  his  tubmiffion,  was  en- 
larged ;  and  afterwards  the  earl  of  Defmond  laid 
his  whole  eftate  at  her  mdefty's  feet,  and  ac- 
knowledged that  he  had  forfeited  the  recogni- 
zance he  had  entered  mto  of  twenty  thoufand 
pounds,  by  levying  war  in  her  maj^ly's  king- 
dom of  Ireland. 

Neverihelcfs  that  country  remained  in  as  mi- 
ferable  a  ftate  as  before.— Sir  WilKaifi  Fitz- Wil- 
liams and  doftor  Weftop  (chancellor)  being  left 
lords  juftices,  hyr  the  land  involved  in  civil  war. 
chiefly  on  private  pretences. — James  Fitz-Mauricr 
of  Dcfmpnd,  and  rt?c  lord  of  i^iwi^w  Mac  Wil- 

liani 
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}iam  Outer,  and  O'Connor  of  Sligo,  were  con* 
tending  with  all  their  might  in  diffcrei^t  parts* 
— Daniel  Mac  Carthy  More,  defpifing  his  title  of 
carl  of  Glencar,  ftyled  himfelf  king  of  Munfter^ 
and  began  to  invade  the  neighbouring  hnds^*-* 
Turlogh  Lynogh  took  up6n  him  the  title  of 
O'Neal  in  Ulftcr,  and  though  he  had  flain  Alex-^ 
ander  Oge,  yet  prevailed  on  a  thoufand  Scots  to 
receive  his  pay,  and  invade  the  Ferny.— And^ 
as  to  the  O'Connors  and  O'Mores,  they  put  xhtm^ 
felves  at  the  head  of  a  thoufand  Gallowglafies^ 
threatening  to  I'pread  devaftation  over  O'Carors 
country,   and  wherever  eJfe  thty  came. 

In  this  (ituation  did  Sir  Henry  Sidney  find 
the  country,  at  his  return  to  the  government. — 
Nor  was  matter  for  difputc  wanting  in  the  ca* 
binet  any  more  than  in  the  field. -t At  the  coun* 
cil  board  fome  conrefted  claims  occafioned  much 
difcufSon.  —  The  parliament  being  called  toge- 
ther, Stainhurft,  the  recorder  was  chofen  fpeaker, 
whom  the  catholics  not  approving,  as  they  wanted 
Sir  Chriftopher  Barnwell  to  be  chofen,  they  be- 
gan to  raife  many  objc<ftions,  the  chief  of  which 
refted  on  the  non-refidence  of  members,  and  on 
their  aflcrtion  that  feveral  mayors  and  Ihenffs  had 
returned  thcmfelves.  However,  the  opinion  of  the 
judges  and  of  the  attorney-general  and  folicitor 
being  agaiqft  them,  in  regard  to  the  qucftion  of 
non-refidenqe,  they  were  obliged  to  comply,  but 
did  it  with  much  murmuring^  and  feemed  in- 
clined to  obftruft  the  bufinefs  for  which  the  af- 
fembly  was  called  together,  whereupon  one  Hooket 
got  up,  and,  perhaps  with  too  much  acrinmony^ 
rebuked  the  dilcontentcd  members,  fpoke  much 
in  favour  of  the  queen's  prerogative,  upbraided 
ihe  Irilh  with,  that  ungrateful  and  rebellious  dif- 
pofition,  for  which,  he  obfcrved,  they  had  ever 
t)cen  remarkable,  and  concluded  *wich  compatbg 

their 
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their  prefenc  oppofition  to  that  g£  the  fcdirious 
liraelites  agamft  Mofes. 

All  thb  was  but  adding  fuel  to  fire ; — the  mem- 
bers alluded  to^  arofe  in  a  tumult,  and  the  per- 
fon  who  had  uttered  thefe  things  was  obliged  to 
be  guarded  to  Sir  Peter  Carew's  houfe,  for  fear 
any  violence  (hould  have  been  offered  to  his  per- 
ion:  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  Sir  Chrifti^her 
Barnwell,    whom    the    catholics   wiflied   to  have 
had  for  their  fpeaker,   rofe  up   to  anfwer  thefe 
matters  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Iriih,  and  de- 
clared that  had  fuch  calumnies  been  thrown  upon 
them  in  any  other  place  than  in  that  houfe,  they 
would  have  died  rather  than  have  fuflfered  them. 

However,  when  thefe  affairs  were  a  little  more 
fettled,  the  parliament  at  laft  proceeded  to  pafs 
the  following  ads  : 

Firft,  An  aft  relative  to  privileged  places.^—* 
To  fupprefs  Coigne  and  Livery  j  and,  for  the  queen's 
afliftancc,  to  grant  her  certain  fubfidies  in  the 
room  of  it. 

II.  A  limitation  of  places  for  tanning  leather. 

III.  An  a£t  for  the  confirmation  of  certain  at* 
tsunders. 

IV.  An  aft  ordaining,  That  five  of  the  chief  of 
every  tribe  or  family  fhould  anfwer  for  the  da- 
mages that  fuch  tribe  might  commit. 

V.  A  revival  of  the  ads  relative  to  foreftallers, 
fervants  wages,  and  Jeofails. 

Then  the  parliament  adjourned  to  the  twenty- 
firft  day  of  February,  and  afterwards  to  the  twen- 
ty-third of  the  fame  month,  when  they  enaded 
thefe  ftatutes: 

I.  An  aft  for  the  attainder  of  Shane  O'Neal, 
and  the  extindion  of  the  name  of  O'Neal,  and 
to  entitle  the  queen  to  the  country  of  Tyrone, 
and  other  lands  in  Ulfter. 

II.  An  ad  to  make  Trinity  term  (horter. 

.     .  III.  An 
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III.  An  aft  to  entitle  her  majefty  to  the  eftate 
of  Thomas  Fitz-Gerald,  knight  of  the  Glin. 

IV.  An  adt  for  the  prefervation  of  Salmon  and 
Eel  fry.  : 

V«  An  aft  againft  laying  hemp,  flax,  lime  or 
hides  in  any  fre(h  river  or  running  water. 

VI.  That  whereas  perfons  had  been  admitted 
to  ecclefiallical  dignities  who  had  neither  legitir 
macy,  learning,  Engliih  habit  or  Engliih  language, 
but  were  the  ilTue  of  unchafte  and  unmarried  ab- 
bots, deans,  priors,  canons,  and  fuch  like,  getting 
into  the  fame  dignities  by  force,  fymony,  or  other 
undue  means ;  therefore,  the  chief  governor  of 
Ireland  for  ten  years  to  come  was  to  have  the  folc 
nomination  of  all  deans,  arch-deacons,  chanters, 
chancellors  and  treafurers  of  cathedral  churches  in 
Munfter  and  Connaught,  (thofe  of  Waterford, 
Cork,  Limerick,  and  Cafliel  excepted,)  and  no  man 
was  to  be  prefcntcd  unlefs  he  were  of  full  age, 
and  in  orders,  and  could  read  and  fpeak  Eng- 
liih, and  would  refide. 

VII.  That  no  man  fhould  take  upon  him  to 
be  captain  of  a  territory  without  a  patent  for  it  j 
or  ufe  any  fort  of  Irifh  exaftion,  on  pain  of  an 
hundred  pounds  for  a  lord,  and  an  hundred  marks 
for  a  commoner. 

VIII.  That  no  bill  to  repeal  Poyning's  aft^as 
certified  into  England,  until  it  was  nril  agreed 
upon  by  a  majority  of  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land. 

IX.  That  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  was  to  be 
divided  into  (hires. 

X.  That  no  wool,  flocks,  flax,  yarn,  iheep-flcins, 
goat-lkins,  calves-fkins,  or  deers-ikins  unwrpughr, 
nor  beef,  tallow,  wax,  or  butter,  Ihould  be  tranf- 
ported  until  it  paid  the  cuftom  in  the  aft  men- 
tioned, and  the  duties  to  corporations  in  the  aft 
likcwife  ipentioncd,.on  the  ^pcflaUi^s  therein  con- 
tained : 
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tained  i  provided  profecutions  imre  made  wichin 
nine  months  ofoer  the  oSence  was  committed. 

XL  An  aft  for  the  impoft  on  wines. 

XII.  An  ad:  to  reftorc  the  carl  of  Kildare's 
brother  and,  fiftieth  in  blood. 

And  to  thefe  ftatutes^  the  fame  parliament  meet- 
ing again  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May^  added  the 
following : 

That  fchools  Ihould  be  erc&ed  in  the  fliiir* 
town  of  every  dlocefe  by  the  dire&ion  of  the  bi- 
Ihop  and  IheriSv  ^^  (he  chief  governor  was  to 
nominate  an  Englilh  fchool-mafter,  and  appoint 
kis  falary,  whereof  the  bilhop  was  to  pay  one 
third,  and  the  reft  of  the  clergy  the  other  two 
parts  ;  the  bifhops  of  Ardmagh  and  Dublin, 
Meath  and  Kildare  were  to  name  Englilh  fchooU 
mafters  for  their  refpeftive  dioceles. 

That  all  exemplifications  under  the  great  feat, 
and  the  feals  of  the  king*s  bench,  common  pleas, 
and  exchequer,  fuWbribed  by  the  lord  chancellor, 
both  the  chief  juilices,  and  the  chief  baron, 
fhould  be  as  effcdiual  in  all  courts  as  the  origi> 
nal  record,  if  it  contained  a  claufe  fpecifying  that 
all  thofe  feals  were  affixed  to  it. 

An  ace  concerning  the  ftandard  for  corn  mea* 
fures.-~And  lailly. 

An  aft,  impowering  the  chief  governor  and 
council  to  srant  patents  to  fuch  of  the  Irifh  as 
the  queen  ihould  direft. 

Behdes  five  other  afts  not  of  conlequence  fuf^ 
ftcient  to  be  here  recited,— — 

But  it  feems  that  many  of  die  Iiifh  lords  were 
fo  much  difgufted  at  the  lofs  of  their  Irilh  chief- 
ries,  and  the  impoft  at  this  time  laid  upon  wine, 
that  they  refolved  to  refcind  them  (fays  Coxj 
and  to  make  religion  the  Pretence  for  their  op- 
pofition.  Whether  thofe  were  the  true  cauies  or 
not  I  Ihall  not  hece  ftop  to  difctifs,  but  rather 

proceed 
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proceed  to  relate  the  matter  of  faft,   and  draw 
the  concluGons  afterwards. 

One  of  the  chief  of  the  malecontents  was  James 
Fitz-Maurice,  who  to  the  general  complaints  joined 
his  own  particular  ones,  the  greateft  of  which 
was  the  imprifonment  of  the  earl  of  Dcftnond^ 
and  his  brother  Sir  John.  The  e^rl  of  Glencar 
being  drawn  over  by  his  means,  moft  of  the 
Mac  Carthies  followed,  as  did  alfo  Fitz^G^rald, 
fcncfchal  of  Inflcilly.  Sir  Edrtiund  Butler  alfo, 
laying  afide  his  hatred  of  the  Defmond  family,  and  - 
facrificing  his  own  private  refentmentsto  the  com- 
mon caufe,  as  it  was  called,  joined  the  revolters, 
and  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  promote  their 
intenefts. 

But  this  was  not  all;- -in  order  the  more  cf- 
fcftually  to-  carry  their  point  into  execution,  the 
confederates  font  the  catholic  bifhops  of  Emly  and 
Caihel,  together  with  the  earl  of  Defmond's  young- 
er brother,  as  their  ambafladors  to  his  hoU- 
nefs  and  the  king  of  Spain,  complaining  of  the 
tyranny  of  the  queen  of  England,  and  the  perfe* 
cution  raifed  againft  their  religion  by  her  and  her 
minifters.  ^ 

The  lord  deputy  obfcrvnig  thefe  commotions 
rifing,  endeavoured  to  crufli  them  in  their  birth* 
He  proclaimed  the  confederates  traitors,  and  by 
his  orders  Sir  Ptter  Carew,  governor  of  Leighlin, 
began  hoftilities  againft  them.  He  firft  took  one  of 
Sir  Edmund's  caftles,  which  he  gave  up  to  be  phin^ 
dercd  by  the  foldiers,  then  headvanced  into  Kilken* 
ny,  and  within  three  miles  of  that  city  defeated  three 
thoufand  men  in  arms,  with  the  loft  (if  we  may  be-* 
lieve  the  Engliih  writers)  of  only  one  man,  who 
was  a  fervant  to  one  captain  Malby. — ^But  I  am 
led  to  think  the  fuccefs  not  fo  great  as  it  is  here 
represented,  becaule  foon  after  I  find  that  James 
Fitz  Maurice  laid  fiege  to  Kilkenny,  and  though 
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he  chcre  met  with  a  j^epulfcy  ws^ted  the  villages 
and  the  country  round  about ;  wbilft  another  par- 
ty dcfpotlcd    Wexford ;    Waterford    was    in  the 
fame  fituation,  and  devaftation  was  carried  even 
to  the  gates  of  Dublin.     The  earl  of  Ormond 
who  was  in  England,  undertook    to  bring  back 
his  brethren  to  the  aueen's  intereft,  either  by  fair 
means  or  foul,  and  n>r  that  purpofe  was  permit-* 
ted  to  fail  unto  Ireland,  and  arrived  at  Water- 
ford  in  the  month  of  Auguft.    In  the  mean  ntne^ 
the  lord  deputy  marched  towards  Cork,  and  coming 
to  Clonmel,  was  entertained  in  the  town  houie ; 
he  next  came  to  Calhell,  and  having  taken  a  caf- 
tle  of  Sir  Edmund  Butler's,  pafled  from  thence 
to  Cork,  where  he  found  fome  recruits  newly  ar- 
rived from  EngUnd,    He  then  proceeded  into  Of- 
ibry,  and  took  Buttivant ;  but  when  he  came  to 
Killmallock,  he  found  that  James  Fitz  Maurice 
had  taken  that  town,  and,  defpairing  of  keeping 
it,  had  burned  it.    However,  die  loni  deputy  left 
a  garrifon  there,  giving  all  manner  of  encourage- 
ment for  the  repairing  it,  and  having  taken  hcf- 
uges  from  the  lords  Rocb,  Courcy,  and  others, 
he  diredbed  his  courfe  towards  the  city  of  Lime- 
rick,   having  made  a  veiy  profperous  progrefs. 
Near  this  place  the  earl  of  Ormond  came  to  him, 
bringing  with  him  his  brother.  Sir  Edmund  But- 
ler, who  making  his  fubmiflion,  and  funendering 
himfelf,  was  fet  at  liberty,  upon  the  earPs  binding 
h«mfelf  in  recognizances  for  his  appearance  at  Dub- 
lin,   whither  he  came  accordingly,  but   making 
Ibme  raih  fpeeches   to  the  lord  deputy,  ^he  was 
committed  prifoner  to  the  ca(tle,  from  whence  he 
let  himfelf  down  with  a  rope,  and  with  great  dif- 
ficulty made  his  efcape;  neverthelefs,  three  months 
afterwards,  the  earl  brought  him  again,  together 
with  the  reft  of  his  brothers  before  the  lord  de- 
puty, who  after  their  fubmiflion,  and  a  ihort  com- 
mitment^ 
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mitment  granted  them  all  a  pardon  i  for  which 
ilcps  he,  doubtleis,  had  authority  from  the  queen; 
who  loved  the  family  of  Ormond,    from  which 
i  ihe  herfelf  by  the  mother's  fide  was  defcendcd. 
Mac  Donou^  and  his  chief,  the  earl  of  Glen- 
car,   fubmitted   in  Munfter    to   colonel  Gilbeiti 
gave  hoftag^s,  and  afterwards  renewed  their  fub-- 
miffion  at  Dublin. — In  Leinfter,  the  Cavenaghs  did 
the  fame  to  Sir  Peter  Carcw,  whilft  Sir  Edward 
Titton,  by  his  fevcrity  endeavoured  to  keep  all 
quiet  in  Connaught,  neverthelefs  the  earl  of  Tho- 
mond  firft  objeded   to  his  government,  and  af- 
terwards   complained  of  it    to   the  lord  deputy, 
who  fent  the  earl  of  Ormond  to  parley  with  him  ^ 
but  thefe  noblemen  agreeihg  upon  nothing,  and 
Thomond  being  afterwards  worfted  in  the  field, 
he  Bed  into  France,  where  meeting  with  the  Eng- 
lifh  ambaflador,  he  was  by  his  means  reconciled 
to  the  queen,  and  lived  as  her  fubjeft  ever  after- 
wards. 

Turlogh  Lync^h,  who  aflumed  the  name  of 
O'Neal  in  UUler,  and  who  had  a  number  of  Scots 
amongft  his  foldiers,  having  defigned  to  make  a 
great  expedition  againft  the  Englifb,  was  prevented 
by  an  accident ;  for,  as  he  was  fitting  at  fupper 
with  his  wife,  (the  earl  of  Argyle's  aunt,)  he  was. 
wounded  with  two  balls,  (hot  at  him,  as  it  is  faid, 
by  one  who  was  entertained  as  a  jefter.— And 
though  the  wound  did  not  prove  mortal,  yet  the 
dangerous  condition  he  was  in,  occafi<med  tl^  Scots 
to  begin  deferting.  him,  while  his  own  country- 
men bufied  themfelves  in  fetting  up  another  O'Neal 
in  his  room  ; — and  though  he  afterwards  recovered 
and  prepared  to  invade  the  Pale,  yet  he  declined 
it,  on  receiving  propofals  from  the  queen  by  juf- 
tice  Dowdall  and  the  dean  of  Ardmagh,  who 
came  to  an  agreement  with  him  in  his  camp,  on 
terms  which  were  afterwards  confirmed  and  ratified 
by  the  lord  deputy. 

And, 
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•    And  in  all  probability,  the  government  would 
have  had  n^uch  Icfs   trouble  with   the  Iri(h,  if 
their  embaflies  to  pope  Pius  had  not  produced 
a    bull  from  that  pontiflT^  in  which  he  excom- 
municated Elizabeth,   and  abfolved   her  fubjeds 
from  obedience.     To  men  who  believed  the  ca- 
tholic doftrines,  and  held  the  popc*s  fuprcmacy, 
it  is  cafy  to  conceive  that  this  bull  would  be 
ground-work  fufficient  for  a  revolt,  and  accordi/Tgly 
we  find  it  laid  a  foundation  for  a  vaft  pile  of  ir.tf- 
chief,    great  part  of  which  tumbled  in  ruirois 
heaps  upon  the  heads  of  thofe  who  raifed  iL 
But  Sir  John  Perrot  found  the  means  to  keep 
the  infurgents   under  in   Munfter,    and  rcductd 
James   Fitz-Mauricc  himlelf  to  obedience,   who 
Surrendered  at  difcrction ;  beftdes  which  he  broughc 
fcveral  of  the  Irilh  lords  to  an  acknowledgement 
of  allegiance,  and  a  promifc  of  fumiihing  each 
his  particular  quota-  towards  the  expences  of  ck 
war. 
A.  D.        On  the  13  th  of  December  this  year,  the  lord 
*^^'*     deputy  received  permiffion  to  return  to  England, 
with  orders  to  fubftitute  his  brother-in-law,  W2- 
liam  Fitz- Williams   in  his    place,  during  ¥^ho« 
adminiftradon   Brian  Mac  Cahir  Cavenagh  took 
arms    and    flew  one  Robert    Brown,    on  whicli 
Sir    Nicholas    Devereaux   engaged  him,  at  the 
head  of  the  people  of  Wexford,  but  was  routed 
with  the  lofs  of  thirty  gentlemen,  befides  com- 
mon foWiers,    who  were  flain  upon  the  fpot- 
In  Con  naught,  the  foni  of  the  earl  of  Clanrickard, 
impatient  of  the  government  of  Sir  Edward  Fir- 
ton,  (who  was  inveighed  againft  by  many,  and  fcems 
to  have  been  a   mofl    arbitrary   man)  broke  out 
into  open  war,    and  hired   a  thoufand  auxiliarr 
Scots,  in  order  to  fupport  the  conteft.    The  carl 
of  Clanrickard,  then  prifoner  in  Dublin,  under- 
took to  bring  them  back  to  their  all^iance,  h^ 
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he  did  not  perform  his  promifc.  However,  an 
Englifli  writer  fays,  the  fame  thing  was  in  a 
great  meafure  effefted  by  a  ftupendous  vidtory 
obtained  by  captain  Collier,  who,  with  one  com- 
pany of  foot,  defeated  and  killed  thelc  thoufand 
auxiliary  Scots.  This  was  a  ftupendous  victory 
indeed  -,  it  is  a  pity  he  did  not  add,  **  without 
having  one  man,  on  his  fide,  killed  or  wounded." 
— This  would  have  completed  the  matter,  and  , 
given  the  ftory  its  proper  ftamp  at  once,  which, 
however,  even  without  that  addition,  is  likely  to 
gain  but  little  credit  with  the  judicious  and  un- 
prejudiced reader. 

The  0*Mores  and  O'Connors  now  made  incur- 
fions,  and  burned  Athlone,  while  Brian  Mac 
Phclimy  took  and  burned  Carrickfergus,  and  not- 
withftanding  all  the  caution  of  the  government, 
the  rebels  were  every  where  in  motion. 

About  the  fame  time,  a  natural  fon  of  Sir 
Thomas  Smith  was  encouraged  by  the  queen  to 
go  over  and  .  make  a  fettlement  in  the  Ardes, 
in  the  eaftern  part  of  Ulfter,  **  in  order  (fays  an 
Englifh  author)  to  humanife  the  barbarous  people 
of  that  country-,'*  an  cxpreflion  which  has  given  ^ 
the  Iriftimen  offence,  and  which  had  been  better 
omitted  by  any  hiftorian.  —  However  this  humane 
defign,  which  certainly  turned  upon  nothing  elfe 
than  accumulating  wealth  to  Smith,  mifcarried  mi- 
ferably  for  himfelf  5  for  Brian  Mac  Art  O'Neal, 
the  Irifh  proprietor  of  the  lands  he  went  to 
take  pofleffion  of,  met  and  flew  this  adventurer 
in  a  fkirmifh,  and  fo  his  followers  were  difperfed. 
without  having  cffefted  any  thing. 

But   a  greater  defign  than  this   was  formed,  a.  a 
and  by  a  greater  perfonage  •,  for  Walter  Devereaux    *^^^' 
fays  Cox)  lately  created  earl  of  Eflex)  obtained 
a  grant  of  queen  Elizabeth,  of  one  moiety  of 
the  feigniories  *6f  Clanderoy,   Ferny,  &c.    And 
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th^  carl  bound  himfclf  by  indenture  to  go  over 
to  Ireland  before  Michafclmas,  with  two  hundred 
horfe  and  four  hundred  foot,  whom  he  was   to 
maintain  for  two  years,    and   afterwards   he  was 
to  keep  as   many  foldiers   as  the  queen  Ihould 
keep  for   the    defence  of  her  moie^,  (provided 
that  the  number  of  them  did  not  exceed  fix  hun- 
dred J —  And  it  was  agreed.  That,  for  the  firll 
two  years,  the  queen  mould  likewife  keep  two 
hundred  horfe  and  four  hundred  foot  under  the 
command  of  the  earl;  and  every  horfeman  vo- 
lunteer   that  would  ferve  gratis  for   two  years, 
was  to  have  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  a 
foot  foldier  two  hundred  acres,  at  two-pence  quit- 
rent  for  each    acre;   and   if  any  of  them   hap- 
pened to  die  within  the  two  years,   his  heir  might 
liipply  his  place  within  fix  months. — ^And  it  was 
farther  agreed  between  the  parties.  That  neccf- 
fary  fortifications  fhould  be  made,   at  the  equal 
charge  of  the  queen  and  the  earl,  and  afterwards 
a  divifion  fliould  be  made  by  commiffioncrs ;  af- 
ter  which  divifion '  each   might,  for  twenty  years 
to  come,  build  on  his  or  her  refpedive  fiiare  at 
pleafure.     The  earl  was  likewife  to  have  timber 
out  of  Killala  woods^  and,  for  feyen  years,  might 
tranfport  the  growth  of  the  country  without  pay- 
ing any  cuftom  \  and  for  twelve  years  more  he  was 
to  pay  no  more  cuftom  than  was  paid  in  England ; 
<— and  he  had  alfo  liberty  to  tranfport  arms,  mo- 
ney, and  all  neceflaries  out  of  England,  xuftora- 
free,   upon  giving  notice  to  the  officers   of  the 

ports. 'Each  might  difpofc  of  five   thousand 

acres  at  pleafure,    but  more  than  that   quantity 

was  not  to  be  given  to  Irilh  or  Scots. And, 

finally,  the  earl  was  to  be  captain-general  for 
feven  years,  and  was  to  plant  his  part,  as  well 
as  the  queen  ftiould  hers,  till  there  fhould  be  a 
thoufand  Englifh  inhabitants  on  each  moien%'* 

thdi 
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Thefe  articles,'  being  agreed  upon,  the  carl  of 
EflTex  was  made  earl-marflial  of  Ireland,  and  bor- 
rowed ten  thoufand  pounds  of  the  queen,  in  order 
to  equip  him  for  the  expedition. 

But,  as  a  prcfage  of  its  ill  fuccefc,  the  lord  de- 
puty was  the  firft  tocxprels  his  difTatisfailion  at  it ; 
—indeed  he  oppofcd  the  undertaking  as  far  as 
it  lay  in  his  power,  being  much  difgufted  at  the 
thought  of  fuch  a  powerful  rival  in  authorityv  till 
at  length  it  was  agreed,  that  the  earl  of  Eflex  Ihould 
take  out  a  commifTion  from  him  as  governor  of 
Ulfter.  ■  And  this  expedient  fettled  matters  for 
the  time,  though  ftill  Fitz-Williams  in  his  heart 
was  much  vexed  at  this  expedition. 

Having  already  folicitcd  his  recall  and  complaints 
having  been  made  in  England  relative  to  the  (late 
of  his  government,  the  queen,  in  the  interim,  fent 
over  Mr.'  Edward  Tremain  to  enquire  into  the  many 
particulars,  among  which  were  the  following : 

Why  the  lord  deputy  fo  carncftly  dcfircd  to  re- 
turn to  England  ? 

What  was  the  yearly  charge  of  that  kingdom  ? 
What  number  of  men  were  there,  and  bow  difpofed 
of?  . 

What  had  been  received  from  the  impoft  of  wines 
fince  the  laft  Michaelmas? 

What  ftate  Munfter  was  in,  and  how  it  might  bcfl: 
be  prefervcd  ? 

How  Connaught  was  fituate,  how  the  caftles  of 
A'hlonc  and  Rofcommon  were,  and  what  was  the 
ftate  of  Thomond,  and  of  Clanrickard  and  his  fons  ? 

Befides  ihcfe,  there  were  feveral  other  particulars 
of  a  more  private  nature  i  and  the  mefTcnger  was 
ordered  to  notify  to  the  lord  deputy,  That  the  earl 
of  Eflcx  would  come  over  in  the  enfuing  Auguft, 
with  two  thoufand  men,  to  inhabit  the  forfeited 
lands  in  theGlinsRonts  and  Clandeboy  ^  and  in  the 
m<^  time,  to  caution  him  to  guard  the  frontiers  of 
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the  Pale  chat  way,  and  to  publifh  that  Eflex  was 
coming  to  repel  (he  Scots,  and  not  to  hurt  the  Irifli. 

And  accordingly,  after  all  thefe  precautions,  the 
earl,  accompanied  by  the  lords  Darcey  and  Rich, 
Sir  Henry  Knowles,  and  four  of  his  brothers,  Mi- 
chael Carves,  and  his  brothers,  together  with  maoy 
others  who  were  ftimulated  by  the  hopeful  profpeft 
they  imagined  they  faw  before  them,  ail  embarked 
in  high  fpirits  for  Ireland.  Thefe  landing  at  Car- 
rickfcrgus  in  the  lat:er  end  of  Auguft  were  at  firft 
faluted  by  Brian  Mac  Philemy  and  other  Irilh  chiefs ; 
but  perceiving  their  great  military  accompanynynt, 
they  Toon  afterwards  thought  proper  to  leave  then^, 
and,  as  if  they  had  fled  tor  the  fafety  of  their  perlbns 
and  property,  went  and  arranged  themfelvcs  under 
the  banners  of  Turlogh  Lynogh  O'Neal. 

Indeed  Effex  on  his  arrival  in  Ireland  found 
all  things  turn  out  lefs  likely  to  anfwer  his  pur- 
pofes  than  he  had  expcdted.  While  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ulftcr  were  up  in  arms,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  nobility  and  gentry  of  his  train  defertcd  him, 
on  the  other. — Lord  Rich  returned  to  England 
within  a  month,  Henry  Knolls,  upon  account  of 
ficknefs,  was  obliged  to  follow  his  example,  and 
'many  others4bund  divers  pretences  for  abandmiing 
the  expedition,  which  they  had  at  firft  been 
fo  forward  to  undertake.  His  foldiers  were  un- 
difciplined,  his  commiflion  was  delayed,  and  in- 
ftead  of  increafing,  he  found  botli  his  wealtli  and 
his  force  daily  diminifliing  ;  fo  that  after  having 
taken  a  caftle,  and  fome  prifoners,  and  gained  the  ad- 
vantage in  an  inconfiderable  fkirmifh,  he  enter- 
tained a  defire  of  returning  to  England,  and  ac- 
cordingly folicited  letters  of  recal,  and  was  glad 
to  be  rid  of  his  bargain.  — And  fo  ended  this  great 
cnterprlfe,  which  was  productive  of  nothing  but 
expence,  trouble,  and  diflfatisfadtion. 

"In 
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**  In  the  mean  time  (fays  Cox)  the  carl  of 
Defmond  made  his  efcape  from  the  caftle  of  Dub- 
lin, though  he  had  promifed  upon  his  oath  to  be 
a  true  prifoncr.** — But  as  this  author  has  been  de- 
feftive  in  not  relating  how  he  came  there,  and 
why  he  made  fuch  a  promife,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  here  to  advert  to  the  ftory,  as  it  is  told 
bv  other  writers,  fince  nothing  appears  to  contra- 
dift  the  veracity  of  the  relation. 

Fitz  Maurice,  (fay  they,)  continuing  to  ravage  Ccoghcgan, 
the  Englifti  lands  in  Munfter,  and  having  evcn*"^' 
fometimes  encountered  the  troops  of  the  prefident 
of  the  province  with  fuccefs,  the  queen  alarmed  at 
the  progrefs  of  his  arms,  fent  orders   to  the  de- 
puty to  offer  him   conditions  of  peace  •,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  affure  him  that  her  majefty's  in- 
tention was  not  to  perfecute  men  for  the  fake  of 
their  religion,  but  to  maintain  her  own  royal  au- 
thority in  Ireland.     Fitz  Maurice  accepting   the 
deputy's  offers,  laid  down  his  arms,  on  condition 
that  the  catholics  in  his  province  Ihould  not  be 
perfecuted,  and  that  the  earl  of  Defmond  and  his 
brother  Sir  John  fhould   be  fet  at  liberty.     Ac- 
cordingly, the  queen  hearing  that  Fitz  Maurice  had 
ceafed  from  hoftllities,  ordered  the  two  Defmond's 
to  be  brought  before  her,  whom  fhe  exhorted  to 
do  their  endeavours  to  quell  a  rebellion  that  in-' 
terrupted  the  public  repofe.     To  which  exhorta- 
tion the  carl  replied,  That  he  had  never  been  pof- 
fefled  by  the  fpirit  of  rebellion,  and  that  the  loy- 
alty of  his  anceftors  to  the  Englifli  princes  was 
known  to  all  the*  world  ;  but  that  neither  he  nor 
his  family  could  bear  with  the  tyranny  of  thofe 
to  whom  her  majefty  intruded  the  adminiftration 
of  affairs  in  Ireland,  and  particularly  in  regard  to 
what  concerned  religion.     Thp  queen,  ont  his,  dif- 
miffcd  them,  promifing  that  the  treaty  made  with 
F  f  3  Fitz 
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Fitz  Maurice  fhould  be  duly  obfervcd,  on  her 
part  by  her  miniftcrs,  and  dcfiriog  that  they  would 
go  over  to  Ireland  to  fee  it  as  faith  fully  per- 
formed on  theirs. — Accordingly,  they  embarked,  in 
obedience  to  the  <]uecn ;  but  the  captain  of  the 
/hip  that  carried  them  over,  was  commanded  to 
deliver  them  into  the  hands  of  the  deputy  at  Dub- 
lin, who  received  an  order  to  detain  the  carl  there 
till  his  brother  had  gone  to  Muniler  and  brought 
Fitz  Maurice  thither  alfo,  which  being  according- 
ly performed,  the  defign  was  to  have  ftruck  off 
the  heads  of  all  the  three,  of  which  the  earl  be- 
ing iijformed,  he  truftcd  his  life  to  the  fwiftnefs 
of  his  horfe,  and  fo  made  his  efcape,  and  joined 
his  brother  and  his  coufin,  who  were  doubly  en- 
raged at  this  breach  of  faith  and  honour  in  Eli- 
zabeth. 

Though  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this 
flory,  yet. I  think  there  is  nothing  very  impro- 
bable In  it ;  nor  is  it  at  all  inconfiftcnt  with  the 
charafter  of  t  lizabcth,  who  always  had  more  at- 
tention to  advantage  than  honour,  and  ever  fhewed  a 
greater  regard  to  policy  than  juftice.  However 
the  matter  was,  the  earl  made  his  efcape,  and  was 
very  much  blamed  for  fo  doing — by  all  who  wilhed 
•    his  deftruction. 

The  plague  now  raging  at  Dublin,  Sir  Henry 
Sidney,  who  again  came  over  lord  deputy  was  fworn 
at  Trcdagh,  to  which  place  he  went  immediately 
from  Skyrries  where  he  landed.  The  firft  tidings 
he  heard  was  that  Surleboy  had  laid  fiege  to  Car- 
rtckfergus,  and  flain  captain  Baker,  tc^ether  with 
forty  men,  which  advantage  had  contributed  much 
to  encourage  and  invigorate  (he  affailants.  The  de- 
puty rherefore  marched  at  the  head  of  fut  hundred 
men  into  Ulftcr,  which  he  found  almofl  all  ruined, 
except  Ncwry,  and  the  quarter  where  the  Scois  re- 
fided,  and,  in  all  probability,  he  would  have  been 

much 
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much  embarraffird  in  -his  expedirion  if  Turlogh  Ly* 
nogh  had  not  quarrelled  with  Surleboy,  the  confe'- 
quence  of  which  was,  that  each  feparately  endeavour^ 
ed  (o  make  peace  with  him.  Sir  Henry  being  thus 
left  to  his  choice  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  clofe 
with  him  whole  propofals  appeared  moft  advanta-< 
geous ;  and,  on  this  account,  ^e  found  it  moft  rcafbn^ 
able  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  Surleboy,  which  be- 
ing concluded,  the  natural  confequence  was,  that 
Turlogh  was  reduced  to  great  (traits,  and  his  wife, 
the  earl  of  Argyle's  aunt  began  to  negotiate  on  very 
honourable  terms  for  him,  with  the  lord  deputy ; 
but  before  (he  could  bring  her  treaty  to  bear,  her 
hu(band  came  and  furrendered  himfelf  at  discretion, 
and  having  ftayed  fome  time,  was  fet  at  liberty.  So 
fay  the  Englifh  writers  ^ — but  the  IriOi  aflure  us  that 
the  terms  were  all  fettled  in  his  camp  before  he 
laid  down  his  arms,  which  latter  is  the  moft  proba^^  ' 
ble,  becaufe  it  was  not  likely  Turlogh  would  hazard 
his  life  if  he  could  do  otherwife,  neither  was  it  ufual 
for  the  Englilh  to  let  revolters  come  off  fo  cheaply, 
except  where  they  had  a  great  deal  to  apprehend 
from  dealing  roughly  with  them,  and  this  feems 
not  to  h^ve  been  the  cafe  here ;  for  we  find  that  the 
conclufion  of  thefe  two  treaties  quieted  Ulfter  and 
left  the  lord  deputy  at  liberty  to  vifit  the  other  pro- 
vinces. 

In  effeA  he  immdiately  marched  from  thence 
to  Dablin,  where  having  fettled  matters  to  his 
fiiind,  he  viflted  Leinfter,  and  found  the  county 
of  Kildare  laid  wade  by  Rory  Oge ;  but  thiB  Kory 
being  perfuaded  by  the  earl  of  Ormond,  made  his 
fubmiffion,  which  reftored  tranquility  to  that  part  of 
the  country.  — Whilft  Sir  Henry  was  at  Cork,  whi- 
ther  he  went  in  this  progrefs,  he  received  the  news 
of  the  revolt  of  the  fenefchal  of  Imokilly,  againft 
whom  he  marched  and  took  a  (Irong  ca(Vle  belong- 
ing to  him,  Fi(z-Gcrald  himfelf  being  only  faved  by 
F  f  4  flight,— 
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flight. — Next  be  prcx:eeded  to  L^nerick  and  the 
county  of  Tbomond,  where  he  appeafed  feme  feuds 
and  difientions,  and  took  pains  to  perfuade  the  great 
lords  to  hold  their  edaces  by  Englifli  tenures. 

When  the  deputy  came  to  Galway,  he  found  the 
country  almoft  deftroyed  by  Clanrickard^s  Tons ;  yec 
•  thefe  (Cox  iays)  came  when  leall  they  were  expcded 
and  furrendered  themfelves  at  church  where  they 
made  their  fubmtfllon,  and  received  a  pardon  for 
their  lives,  but  were  put  into  confinement  and  car* 
ried  from  thence  to  Dublin  \  neverthelefs,  after  they 
had  got  their  liberty  again,  they  pafled  the  Shan- 
non,  changed  their  Englifli  habit  for  that  of  the 
native  Irifl^,  made  a  new  alliance  with  the  Scots, 
and  in  c6njun6i:lon  with.chefe  auxiliaries  lacked 
Achenry  a  fecond  time,  fetiing  the  new  gates  of 
the  town  on  fire,  und  committing  other  depreda- 
tions. 

However^  the  lord  deputy  marching  againfttbe 
infurgents,  they  fled  to  the  mountains ;  but  Qan- 
rickard^s  caftles  were  taken,  and  he  hiqofelf  was 
fent  prifoner  to  Dublin,  and  then  Caftlebar  was  re- 
ftored  to  Mac  William  dughter  %  after  which  he  went 
to  Galway  and  Limerick,  and  eftabliflied  mahy  re^ 
gul^tions  in  thofe  places. 

Munfler  alfo  was  brought  into  ibme  order,  ex- 
cepc  the  county  of  Kerry,  which  the  earl  of  Def- 
mood  claimed  as  his  palatinate,  but  which  the  pre- 
fident  Drury  intended  to  reduce  to  the  fame  ftar9 
of  dependancy  as  the  reft  of  the  province  i  but 
|.„^  the  Englifli  writers  fay,  that  the  earl  finding  him 
obllinaie  in  iofifting  upon  this  matter,  invited  him 
to  a  fupper  at  bis  houfe  where  he  bad  provided 
feven  or  eight  hundred  men  to  furprife  him  i  bat 
that  Drury  obferving  his  intention,  and  (landing 
upon  his  defence  with  his  train,  amounting  only 
to  one  hundred  and  forty  perfons,  the  Irilh  were 
routed  i  but  (he  Qifeoce  was   pallijd  by  for  that 

ciipe, 
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time,  at  the  interceffion  of  the  councefs,  who  in- 
treactd  the  prcfident  to  believe  that  this  great 
body  of  men  confided  only  of  fome  neighbours 
whom  her  hufband  had  affemblcd  for  a  general 
hunting,  yet  though  Drury  thus  paffed  by  the  faulty 
he  held  court  and  feffions  at  Kerry,  which  fo  much 
enraged  Defmond  that  he  impeached  him  to  the 
lord  deputy  of  taking  cefle,  and  other  offences 
of  the  like  nature*  If  the  prefident  was  in  danger 
of  being  thus  furprifed,  he  had  indeed  good  luck 
to  vanquifh  fuch  a  fuperior  force  as  was  pro- 
vided to  enfnare  him  ;  but  it  was  a  little  extra- 
ordinary of  the  coun^efs  of  Defmond  to  intreac 
him  not  to  believe  his  own  fenfes,  which  gave  abun- 
dant teftimony  of  the  treacherous  dcfign  of  thofc 
Iriflimen  !  and  it  is  ^^11  more  extraordinary  that 
he  did  not  find  the  mi?ans  either  by  force  or  law 
to  punilh  fuch  an  attempt  of  the  earl  of  Dct 
mond's,  ,who  on  the  contrary  was  afterwards  found 
to  be  the  plaintifi^,  not  the  defendant  in  the  cafe. 

Walter,  carl  of  EflTex,  whom  we  mentioned 
above,  having  been  perfuaded  to  make  a  fc- 
cond  expedition  into  Ulfter,  wa^  no  longer  fup- 
ported  as  he  had  formerly  been,  bur,  on  the  con- 
trary, rece.vcd  many  affronts  from  the  "ee«rt,  and 
grew  out  of  credit  with  his  friend,  which  plunged 
him  in  an  abyfs  of  grief,  of  the  eflfecls  of  which, 
joined  to  thofc  of  a  dyflcntery,  he  died  in  Dub- 
lin, in  the  year  fifteen  hundred  and  feventy-fix. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  earl  of  Defmond's  caufe, 
as  well  as  that  of  fcveral  of  the  lords  of  the 
Pale,  was  heard  firft  before  the  lord  deputy,  and 
afterwards  referred  by  appeal  to  England  ;  and  it 
was  given  againft  them,  as  it  concerned  a  fine  cufto* 
mary  to  be  levied,  and  dependant  on  the  queen's 
prerogative.  The  defendants  agents  in  England 
and  themfelves  in  Ireland,  were  imprifoned  and 
were  not  releafed  till  they  had  fubmitted  to  this 

oppreflion. 
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epprellioD. The  tax,  however,  was  afcertained 

and  reduced  to  five  marks  for  every  acre  of 
plow-land  ;  but  the  fcverities  praftifed  on  this  oc- 
caiion  were  at  leaft  impolitic,  lif  they  were  not  ab- 
folutely  unjuft,  and  the  court  found  fufficknt  oc- 
cafion  to  repent  of  them  afterwards, 

Ireland  had  already  been  reprefented  to  the 
queen  as  in  a  deplorable  ftate,  and  the  methods 
taken  by  the  adminiftration  of  that  country,  even 
under  thofe  who  were  reputed  the  wifeft  of  thdr 
governors,  were  not  always  tlie  moft  politic  ones 
that  could  have  been  hk  upon.  —  At  this  time, 
to  increafe  the  public  confulion,  Rory  Oge, 
the  Irifh  partifan,  levied  an  equal  number  of  men, 
with  whom  he  committed  many  depredations  up- 
on the  Englilh,  and  was  in  general  very  fuccds- 
fuL  Once,  being  furrounded  unawares,  having 
only  his  wife  and  an  old  man  with  him,  he  cut 
his  way  through  the  troops,  and  made  his  efcape 
under  favour  of  the'  night,  while  his  Englifh  ad* 
verfaries  were  by  fome  laid  to  have  been  cruel 
enough  to  put  his  two  helplefs  companions  to 
the  fword.  At  length,  however,  endeavouring  to 
furprile  Fitz  Patrick,  lord  of  Upper  Oflbry,  for 
whom  he  laid  an  ambufli,  this  extraordinary  man 
wai  Qain,  and  that  part  of  the  country  delivered 
from  their  fears. 

If  the  queen  had  broken  her  faith  to  the  Def- 
mond  family,  they  were  now  refolved  to  turn 
the  tables  upon  her  •  for  though,  at  this  very 
time,  the  earl  of  that  name  was  intent  upon  en- 
couraging all  the  revolters,  yet  he  aftcd  fo  cau- 
tiouQy  that  it  was  not  eafily  poffible  to  entrap 
him. — He  is  even  faid  to  have  fent  intelligence  of 
a  veflcl*s  arrival  at  Sligo  with  French  and  Irilh 
on  board,  in  order  to  raife  an  infurreAion  in 
Connaught.— — And  when   the  prefidcnt  Drury 

went 
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went  to  Dublin  to  complain  that  th^  earl  kept  an 
unruly  rabble,  and  would  not  appear  upon  his 
I'ummons,  the  lord  deputy  fending  his  order,  Dcf- 
mond  came  immediately,  and  cxcufed  himfelf  for 
not  having  appeared  before  Drury,  becaufe,  he  faid, 
he  was  his  mortal  enemy. 

The  king  of  Spain  confederating  with  the  pope, 
had  refolved   to   affift  the  catholics   of  Ireland, 
and  one  Stukely  having  been  firft  invefted  with 
fcveral  titles,  and  fumilhed  with  a  band  of  eight 
hundred  men,  was  defigned  to  have  been  fent  over . 
to  their  aid ;  but  he  receiving  an  invitation  to  ferve 
under  Sebaftian,  king-  of  Portugal^  who  had  un-. 
dertaken  his  African  expedition,  confented  to  go  - 
with  him,  upon  condition  that  that  pince,  after 
his  own  war    was  finiihcd,    fliould  join  him    in 
his  defccnt  upon  Ireland.     The  event  was,  that 
the  Portuguefe  were  totally  defeated,   their  king 
Sebaftian  flain,  and  Stukely  and  his  men  cut  in 
pieces ;   which  entirely  overthrew  this  grand  plan 
of  operation. 

The  deputy  having  defired  to  be  recalled,  was  a.  d. 
ordered  to  furrender  to  Sir  William  Drury,  who  ^^^^' 
being  fworn  in  Chrift  Church,  in  the  midde  of 
September,  made  a  journey  into  Munfter  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  fame  month,  and  afterwards,  in 
his  way  to  Limerick,  lay  at  Caftleton,  where  he 
is  faid  to  have  been  much  concerned  when  he 
heard  that  the  tenants  were  ceflfcd  for  his  enter- 
tainment. 

He  found  the  earls  of  Defmond  and  Glencar 
in  high  difputes  about  the  boundaries  of  their 
lands,  as  alfo  were  the  Butlers  and  Geraldines» 
and  it  feems  that  thefe  difputes  would  have  been 
determined  by  the  fword,  if  he  himfelf  had 
not  intcrpofed,  and  effeded  a  kind  of  temporary 
reconciliation. 

WhUe 
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While  thcfe  things  were  palling,  James  Fitz 
Maurice  having  Iblicited  aid  of  France  in  vain, 
applied  himfelf  to  the  Spaniards,  eighty  of 
whom,  together  with  fome  Englifh  and  Irifh  ca- 
tholics, landed  from  three  Ihips  at  Smerwick 
and  afterwards  drew  up  the  vefltls  under  a 
little  fort,  which  they  had  erefted  with  all  ima- 
nable  expedition  -,  neverthelcfs,  thefc  vcflcls  were 
taken  foon  afterwards  by  captain  Counenay,  who 
happened  at  that  time  to  be  with  one  of  the 
queen's  (hips  at  Kinfale. 

On  the  other  hand.  Sir  John  and  James  of  Dcf- 
mond  hailened  to  their  coufin  James  Fitz  Maurice, 
as  foon  as  they  had  intelligence  of  this  invafton. 
The  earl,  who  was  buficd  in  building  a  caftlc 
when  he  received  the  news,  difcharged  the  work- 
men, and  made  as  if  he  would  oppofe  the  Spa- 
niards ;  yet  he  encouraged  them  underhand ;  but 
this  did  not  fatisfy  them,  for  being  difappointed 
in  their  hopes  of  a  powerful  fupport  from  the 
natives,  they  entertained  thoughts  of  returning 
home  ;  which  it  is  very  probable  they  would  have 
done,  but  that  James  Fitz  Maurice  promifed  them 
powerful  affiftance  ;  however,  he  was  prevented 
from  keeping  his  word,  being  flain  in  a  private 
quarrel,  by  the  fens  of  Clanrickard,  in  the  county 
of  Limerick,  as  he  was  upon  a  journey,  the  dc- 
fign  of  which  was  to  levy  men,  and  join  them 
to  the  forces  of  the  invaders. 

The  lord  deputy  hearing  of  thefc  commotions, 
marched,  accompanied  by  the  marihal  Bagnal, 
Malby,  Wingfield,  Fitton,  Mafterfon,  and  others,  at 
the  head  of  the  army,  in  order  to  oppofe  the  in- 
furgents.  He  fcnt  for  the  earl  of  Defmond  like- 
wife  to  come  to  his  camp,  who  obeying  the  fum- 
mons,  was  at  firft  imprilbned,   but  fet  at  liberty 

again,  upon  more  mature  confideration. Then 

the  royal  army  went  in  queft  of  Sir  John  Def- 
mond 
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mond,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  rcvolters,  but 
purfued  him  a  long  time  from  place  to  place  in 
vain. — However,  a  detachment  under  the  captains 
Herbert  and  Price^  had  the  ill  fortune  to  fall  in 
with  fome  of  his  troops,  when  they  leaft  cxpedted 
them^  and  being  enfnared  in  an  ambufh,  were 
flain  with  moft  of  their  foldiers. 

But  now  the  deputy  having  made  another  fruit- 
lefs  expedition,  in  which  he  was  unable  to  come  to 
an  engagement  with  the  enemy,  finding  himfelffick, 
he  withdrew  from  the  the  army,  which  he  left 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Nicholas  Malby,  and 
foon  after  died,  but  not  before  he  had  knighted 
feveral  gentlemen  for  the  good  fervices  they  had 
done  the  Englilh  government.  /      '' 

It  was  not  long  before  Malby  making  an  in- 
curfion  into  Connilo,  came  up  with  Sir  John  Def- 
mond  at  Monafter  Neva,  whom  he  defeated  af- 
ter an  obftinate  refiftancc,  having  flain  ab^ut  two 
hundred  of  his  men. 

Though  the  earl  of  Defmond  afFefted  to  hold 
himfelf  neuter,  and  furveyed  the  battle  from  a 
neighbouring  hill,  nay  though  he  fent  meflengers 
to  congratulate  Malby  on  his  vidtory,  yet  foon  af- 
ter he  made  art  attempt  to  furprize  the  Englifli 
camp  in  the  night,  but  his  defign  being  betrayed 
by  fome  of  his  fcouts  that  were  taken  prifoners, 
it  mifcarried  5  nevcrthelefs  on  account  of  the  de- 
puty's death,  and  poflibly  ftill  more  on  account 
of  the  lofs  fuftained  in  the  night-encounter,  the 
Englifli  fl:ruck  their  tents,  and  forfaking  their 
camps,  and  removed  to  Aflceaton  being  harraffed 
all  the  way,  and  obliged  to  maintain  frequent  Ikir- 
miflies  with  the  enemy. — And  at  length  finding 
little  elfe  was  to  be  done  at  this  time,  Malby 
placing  Sir  William  Stanley  and  captain  Carew  at 
Adarc,  fent  the  reft  of  the  army  into  garrifons  in 

different 


446        HISTORY    op     IRELAND. 

different  parts  of  the  country  ;  whereupon  the 
Irifh  (whofe  hiftorians  will  not  even  allow  that  they 
loft  the  battle  of  Monafter  Neva)  followed  anil 
befieged  Adarc,  the  garhfon  of  which  durft  not 
ftir  out,  till  hunger  infpired  them  with  cou- 
rage, and  then  they  pafled  the  river  into  the 
Knight  of  the  Glin's  country,  where  they  were 
at  firft  fuccefsful,  but  they  flayed  fo  long  that  at 
length  they  were  encountered  by  the  knight  and 
Sir  John  Dcfmond  with  a  body  of  Irifh  and 
Spaniards,  however  they  made  good  their  rctrc&r, 
after  a  long  and  tedious  difpute,  many  falling  on 
both  fides. 

Sir  WilKam  Pelham  was  the  peribn  pitched  upon 
to  fucceed  the  deceafed  deputy,  and  being  fwora 
lord  juftice,  the  council  fitting,  difpatchcd  letters 
to  all  the  confiderable  men  amongft  the  Irifh,  in 
order  to  excite  them  to  loyalty,  aniong  whom 
,  PheagW  Mac  Hugh  and  Turlogh  Lynogh  were  re- 
membered.  They  likewife  appointed  the  earl  of 

Ormond  to  be  governor,  and  Warham  Saintltger 
provoft-marfhal  of  Ulfter,  and  Defmond  having 
previoudy  given  up  his  fon  as  an  hoftage  for  his 
fidelity,  they  ordered  the  child  to  be  fafely  kept  in 
tht  cattle  of^ Dublin.  The  new  lord  juftice  after- 
wards went  into  Munfter,  where  he  held  fcDSons, 
and  then  reconcilal  the  earl  of  Ormond,  who  canx 
to  him  at  Munfter,  with  the  lord  of  Upper  Oflbry ; 

he  alfo  fent  a  fummons  to  the  earl  of  Defnoond 

to  repair  to  him,  that  he  might  reconcile  him 
with  Sir  Nicholas  Malby;  but  the  carl  would 
not  come,  yet  he  fent  his  countefs  with  letters, 
in  confequence  of  which  Ormbnd  was  difpatchcd 
to  treat  with  him,  but  the  other  complaining  of 
'  old  grievances,  they  came-  to  no  conclufion  •,  and 
the  lord  juftice,  imagining  that  he  was  trifled 
with,  and  fuppofing  Defmond  on  all  accounts  in- 
clined to  favour  the  other  party,  he  proclaimed 

him 
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him  a  traitor,  unlefs  he  (hould  furrcnder  within 
twenty  days,  which  the  earl  was  (o  far  from  do- 
ing, that  he  now  openly  joined  himfelf  with  the 
revolters,  and  wrote  to  the  lord  juftice  to  in- 
form him,  that  he  was  entered  into  a  league  for 
the  defence  of  the  catholic  faith,  and  exhorting 
him  to  do  the  fame;  bcfides  this  he  fcnt  cir- 
cular letters  to  as  many  of  the  great  men  of 
Leinfter  as  he  imagijied  were  likely  to  favour 
his  purpofe,  exhorting  them  to  join  him  and  his 
allies,  telling  them  of  the  great  fupport  he  ex- 
pcftaJ  to  derive  from  king  Philip,  and  finally 
promifxi^  if  they  would  come  in,  never  to  en- 
ter into  any  treaty  of  peace  without  them. 

After  thefe  things  were  tranfafted,  both  fides 
prepared  for  war;  on  the  one  hand,  OnTK)nd 
invaded  Connilo,  and  killed  and  took  prifoners  , 
moft  of  the  inhabitants,  and  was  very  near  fur- 
prifing  the  earl  himfelf  at  Newcaftlc;  and  bc- 
fides this,  the  foldiers  of  both  chiefs  had  a  fmart 
flcirmilh,  in  which  On-nond,  having  many  men 
(lain,  in  revengp  burned  the  country  rou^id,  and 

then  marched  to  Cork  with  his  army. On 

the  other  hand,  Defmond*s  troops  had  taken  the 
town  of  Youghall,  by  fcalade,  the  lofs  of  which 
fo  exafperatcd  the  Englifli,  that  they  wreaked 
their  revenge  upon  the  mayor,  who  being  taken 
by  Ormond,  was  condemned  and  hanged  before 
his  own  door,  on  an  accufation  of  having  firft 
undertaken  to  defend  the  tower  again  ft  the  enemy 
without  a  garrifon,  and  afterwards  furrenderrng 
without  endeavouring  to  oppofc  them. — Whether 
this  were  true  or  npt,  the  fcntencc  was  executed 
upon  the  viftim,  to  the  great  fatisfaftion  (as  we 
are  told)  of  Elizabeth,  who  could  not  otherwifc 
be  appeafed  for  the  difgrace  flie  had  fufFercd 
by  the  lofs  of  this  town,  in  which  not  one  perfon, 
except  a  poor  friar,  was  left,  and  to  which  they 

were 
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were  obliged  to  invite  the  old  inhabitants  to  re- 
turn by   proclamation. 

Ormond  now  made  very  great  preparations  to 
recover  the  caftic  of  Sangically  from  the  Spaniards, 
who  deferring  it  at  the  fight  of  the  army,  fled 
.  over  the  water,  but  were  fo  clofely  purfued  that 
the  greater  part  of  them  were  flain,  and  a  garrijba 
was  put  in  the  caftle,  in  order  to  hold  it  for  the 
Englifh. 

In  January  the  lord  juflice  came  from  Dublin,  by 
the  fca  coaft  to  Wexford,  where  he  kept  fcffions, 
and  from  thence  to  Watcrford,  where  he  met  Or- 
mond ^,  and  there  he  had  information  that  the  in- 
furgents  drew  near  to  Dungannon,  on  which  he  feot 
out  Captain  Zouch,  wiih  a  body  of  five  hundred  men 
to  oppofe  them. 

After  this  the  lord  juftice  and  Ormond  met  at 
Racell,  and  afterwards  invaded  Connilo,  burning  and 
fpoiling  the  lands  and  afterwards  dividing,  they 
burned  the  country  of  Slerclogher,  and  are  faid  to 
have  flain  four  hundred  men  in  thefe  excurfions« 

Sir  William  next  refolved  to  befiege  the  fort 
of  Carrigfoyl^  which  was  garrifoned  with  fifty  Irifl)- 
men  and  nineteen  Spaniards,  under  the  command  of 
an  Italian  named  Julio,  which  he  caufed  to  be  bat- 
tered till  a  breach  was  made,  at  which  the  Englilh 
entering,  put  about  fifty  to  the  fword,  and  having 
taken  fix  others,  executed  them  in  the  camp  ;  put* 
ting  to  death  both  Irifli  and  Spaniards,  in  open  vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  nation  and  in  contradiAion  to 
every  principle  of  honour  and  humanity.  Thofe 
who  can  tell  Jfuch  a  ftory,  though  of  their  enemies, 
>  with  an  air  of  triumph,  muft  be  fo  devoid  of  every 
noble  fentiment,  that  they  fcarcely  deferved  to  be 
ranked  among  human  beings., — Julio,  the  comman- 
der, being  taken  among  the  reft,  was  kept  for  a  few 
days,  and  at  laft  hanged^  to  gratify  the  inlatiabJe 
revenge  of  the  viftors. 

The 


HISTORY    OF    IRELA^TDi       449 

The  taking  of  Carrigfoyle  was  followed  likewife 
by  (he  reduftioo  of  Afkeaton,  which  the  garrifon 
deferted  in  the  night,  and  of  Ballyloghanc,  which 
was  likewife  abandoned  by  thofc  who  held  it,  but 
net  till  they  had  laid  a  train  of  gunpowder  in 
order  to  blow  it  up,  which  did  lome  mifchief^ 
but  failed  of  damaging  the  principal  towers^ 

The  lord  juftice  having  thus  deprived  Defmoiid 
t>f  all  his  caftles,  leaving  four  companies  at  Aikea^ 
ton,  returned  to  Dublin,  putting  his  ariny  in  gar* 
fifon,  .       - 

In  May  this  year  the  pope  granted  the  fame  plena- 
ry indulgences^  as  thofe  beftowed  upon  the  Croi- 
faders  to  fuch  of  the  Irilh  as  would  beiir  -arms 
againft  queen  Elizabeth  -,  and  in  the  fame  mobth 
the  queen  lent  over  a  commiflion  of  martial  law 
to  the  lord  Roch  and  Sir  Cormac  Mac  Teig  oi^ 
Mufkerry,  with  a  power  to  give  a  protedion  for 
fifteen  days  to  any  but  the  principal  leaders  of  the 
revolters. 

A  mutiny  at  this  time  arofe  aiiu>ng  the  fol- 
dierS)  occafioned  by  the  army's  being  ill-paid  | 
and  fome  of  them  refuied  to  march  with  Ormond 
over  the  mountains  into  Kerny  1  however  the  lord 
juftice  found  means  to  appeafe  the  tumult^  and 
thought  proper,  from  motives  of  liifety,  that  the 
mutineers  ihould  be  pardoned. 

And  now  the  popifh  lords  were  fummoned  to 
appear  before  the  lord  juftice  at  Limerick,  to  an- 
fwer  for  a  charge  brought  againft  them  of  negli^- 
gence  in  pfofecuting  the  infurgents,  and  dfo 
of  holding  fecret  correfpondence  with  them; 
all  of  them  however  (the  lord  Barry  ex^ 
cepted)  promifed  loyalty,  put  in  pledges,  and 
were  ordered  to  maintain  two  thoufand  men  du« 
ring  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

Sir  Cormac  Mac  Teig  being  at  that  time  Ihe- 
riff  of  the  county  of  Cork^  James  of  Defmond 

yol.  h  G  g  invaded 
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invaded.Mulkerry;  wheitu|ioa  Sir  Cormac^s  bro- 
ther ^flbnbling  a  hody.ik  skb»  attacked  him, 
and  after  a  very  fmart  bajttle,.. defeated  the  re- 
vblters,  and  took  James  hun&lf  prtfoner^  who  be- 
ing delivered  to  Sir  Warbam  Saimlqger»  was 
'  "hanged  as  a  rebel  at  Cork. 

A  ftrange  ficknefs,  called  afterwards  The  gien- 
.tle  corredion,  feized  the  whole  £ogli(h  army  this 
Summer ;  it  attacked  them  m  the  head,  rendered 
them  fcpfckfs  for  two^  qr  three  jdays^  atid  then 

fenerally  went  ofr  of  itfelf,  but  was  fcarccly  ever 
nown  to  prqye.iaortal,  though  its  beginniag  ^as 
4b  violent,  that  there  feldom  appeared  to  be  any 
iiopes.of  recovery.— Thip,  like  man^  other  epide- 
mic difeafes,  &ews  to  have  arifen  from  vapours 
dcawn  up  into  .the  air,  fumii^  from  fens,  bogs 
and  ftanding  waters,  Jisod  other  .unwhoft^vne  fpots 
of  an  uncultivated  and  negleded  counjtry. 

:«The  army  of  Ormond.now  fprcad^themielvcs  in 
two  divifions  over  different  parts  of  thd  levok- 
4!rs  lands  V  one  party  dire&ing 'their  courfe  to  Caf- 
tlc-Ifland,:  and  the  other  to  Tpiicy  in  Kerry ; 
there  meeting  again,  they,  .were  divided  into  three 
part3,  and.  (as  .Cox  pbrafes  it)  drove  the  whole 
country  before  them,  taking  eight  thouiand  cows, 
befidcs.Qarrons  (V-  e.  Irilh  horfcs)  fhee{>»  &c. — 
and  killed  many  pcrfons,  and  would  have  deftro)  ed 
more,  if  Sir  William  Winter,  the  Engliih  admi- 
ral moved  with  compaifion  had  not  granted  thefe 
miferabie  wretches  procedions. 

Arthur,  lord  Grey,  the  new  lord  deputy  now 
i^ing  at  Dublin,  demanded  the  fword^  which 
however  was.  not  (urrendered  to  him  till  the  pre- 
fent  lord  jiifticc  had  el^bliihed  fudi  regulations 
aa  hcthcft^ht  fit,  and  then  he  delivered  it  up, 
not  without  feeming  relofbance.  Loixl  Grey*s  in- 
ftruftioris  were,*— To  affurc  the  Irifli.of  the  queen's 
pro(e&ion\and  fayo^r^  if  they  would  behave  f^ 
.     .  "    .  .•  as 
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as  to  defefve  it. — To  hinder  the  foldiel-s  ffOm  op- 
prefllng  the  fubjefts. — ^^To  endeavour  to  ihorten 
the  war.— To  continue  the  jufticc  oif  Munfter, 
and  increafe  his  allowance  at  plcafure.— To  dif- 
band  as  many  of  the  new  foidiers  as  could  be 
fparcd  after  AU-h^low-iide,  and  to  fecure  their 
arms.— And^  not  to  grant  pardons  or  proteAions, 
but  upon  efpecial  reafons,  and  then  to  mehtioi^ 
the  crime  in  their  pardon. 

Fitz  Gerald  and  his  company  difapproving  the  n€w 
religion,  had  revolted  and  gone  over  to  the  lord 
Bdcinglafs,  and  thefe  being  joined  by  Pheagh 
Mac  Hugh,  and  other  enemies  to  the  government^ 
Lord  Grey  had  notice  that  they  had  pofted  them.'- 
fclves  in  the  fallnefles  of  Glendilogh,  in  the  county 
of  Wicklow,  and  that  their  number  was  daily 
increafing  ^  on  which,  without  confidering  what 
an  advantageous  poft  they  occupied,  he  detacbe^ 
a  party  to  attack  them.  One  Cofhy  who  undcr*- 
ftood  military  matters  well,  and  was  to  go  upon  • 
this  expedition,  would  have  difluaded  the  En^iih 
from  undertaking  it,  but  lord  Grey's  orders  were 
pofitivc,  and  therefore  they  advanced  to  the  at- 
tack,* while  the  deputy  himfelf,  with  his  horle, 
fcourcd  the  neighbouring  plain.  But  the  Irifti 
were  unanimous,  refolute,  y/ell  acquainted  with  - 
the  country,  and  polled  in  a  place  which  was  ren- 
der<ed  almcil  inacceflible.  Woods  and  deep  bogs 
(Nature's  own  fortifications)  fecured  them,  and 
they  had  opportunities  of  placing  their  ambuf* 
cades  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  was  impoffible  for 
their  enemies  to  aflail  them,  without  falling  in 
thefe  fnares.  However,  the  Ehglilh  advanced  to 
the  charge  with  great  valour  and  vigour,  but  they 
qufckly  found  the  difference  between  this  kind  of 
fightmg  and  that  which  they  were  accuftomcd  to 
pradtife  on  the  open  plain.  After  an  obftinatc 
G  g  2  conteft 
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conteftj  they  were  routed  with  great  flaughter, 
leaving  right  hundred  men  dead  upon  the  fpot, 
amongft  whom  were  Sir  Peter  Carew,  colonel 
Moor,  and  the  captains  Audely  and  Cofbj  ;  at 
the  death  of  the  latter  of  whom  the  Irifli  more 
particularly  rejoiced,  for  they  looked  upon  him 
as  the  moil  cruel  of  men,  and  their  writers 
fay  he  ufed  to  hang  up  Iriihmen  whether  guilty 
or  innocent,  wherever  he  could  catch  them  i  but 
this  ftory  feems  to  be  exaggerated ;  for  though 
many  enormities  were  wihked  at  during  thefe  dvH 
wars,  yet  I  cannot  think  fuch  a  pra&ice  could 
ever  be  allowed  of  under  an  Englilh  govemroent 
in  any  part  of  the  earth  :  however,  it  (eems  he 
was  a  very  favage  and  barbarous  man,  and  met 
with  a  fit  end,  in  falling  amidft  heaps  of  flaugh- 
tered  bodies.  The  carnage  would  have  been  ftill 
greater  if  the  deputy  had  not  come  with  his  horie, 
and  with  difficulty  brought  off  the  reft  of  the 
troops,  and  withdrawn  with  them  in  all  haftc  from 
the  fcene  of  aftion. 

And  in  the  September  following,  about  feven 
hundred  Spaniards  and  Italians  landed  at  Smcr- 
wick  in  Kerry,  who  built  a  fortrcis,  which  they 
called  Fort  del  Ore. — This  Ormond  marched  up 
to,  and  the  garrifon  at  firft  retired  from  it,  but 
afterwards  perceiving  the  fmallnefs  of  his  force^ 
they  returned  to  it  again,  and  made  a  fally  upon 
the  Englifh,  whereupon  Ormond  retreated  in 
his  turn,  finding  the  troops  he  had  with  him  by 
no  means  equal  to  the  undertaking. 

Str  William  Winter  being  now  returned,  he 
blocked  up  the  fortrefs  by  fea,  while  the  lord 
deputy  bcfieged  it  by  land;  and  after  a  fiege  of 
four  days  thcvSpaniards  furrendered  to  the  Englifh, 
who  behaved  .in  the  fame  unworthy  manner  as 
they  had  done  at  Carrigfoyle  i  for  they  put  all  the 

gar- 
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garrifon  to  death  except  the  commanders,  (the 
fay,  except  the  governoO  at  which  fome  pretend  to 
aflcrr  the  queen  was  very  angry,  but  that  is  hardly 
probable. 

The  deputy  then  returned  to  Dingle,  where  the 
earl  of  Ormond  met  him  with  frelh  fupplies,  and 
having  left  captain  Zouch,  governor  of  Kerry  and 
Defmond,  went  to  Limerick,  and  from  thent^ 
to  Dublin.-* The  earl  of  Kildare  and  his  fon-in- 
law  the  lord  Delvin,  being  fufpeded  of  favouring 
the  catholic  caufe  in  Leiofter,  were  committed  to 
iafe  cuftody ;  on  which  the  lord  Henry  Fitz  Gerald 
retired  into  Ophaly ;  but  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  OX^nnors,  on  his  being  demanded,  they  delivered 
him  up  to  the  lord  deputy,  who  lent  him  over 
to  England,  together  with  his  father  and  the  ba- 
ron of  Delvin,  and  they  were  all  three  confined 
in  the  Tower  of  London. 

A  plot  was  at  this  time  laid  to  be  laid  to  fur- 
prize  the  deputy  and  feize  the  caftle  of  Dublin, 
for  which  John  Nugent  ("one  of  the  barons  of  the 
exchequer;  and  others  fufiered ;  but  whether  they 
were  guilty  or  not  is  a  matter  which  yet  remains 
doubtful. 

But  Zouch,  who  had  been  left  governor  of  Mqn« 
Her,  after  various  Ikirmilhes  with  the  rebels,  found 
means  to  furprife  Sir  John  Defmond  and  James  the 
fon  of  John  Fitz-Gerald,  while  they  were  attempt* 
ing  to  reconcile  a  difference  between  David  Bar** 
ry  and  the  fenefchal  of  Imokilly,  who  lay  en- 
camped on  the  other  fide  of  a  river.  Sir  John 
therefore  and  his  companion  palfing  that  river^ 
in  order  to  go  over  to  them  in  perfon,  Zouch 
having  intelligence  of  ir,  placed  an  ambufh  in  a 
wood,  into  which  they  uncxpcftedly  fell.  Sir  John 
making  a  ftouc  refiftance,  was  mortally  wounded, 
and  died  as  they  were  conveying  him  away  pri- 

foner,  and  the  other  f»as  executed  as  a  traitor. » 

Q  g  3  After 
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\  falling  upon  Barry's  army,  which 
great  deprcdacions  in  the  country^ 
a  fubmiflSon,  s^nd  thus,  in  fome 
:d  things  more  quiet  in   the  pro- 
being  reduced,  on  account  of  thefe 
;d  of  Lixnaw  complainii^  of  ibme 
faid  be  had  received  frQm  (be  go- 
next  that  rofe  in  arms,  and  with 
;  he  cook  two  caftles,  flew  many 
vaged  at  ptcafiire  over  the  cooDtics 
ofOrmohd,    Tippcrary,    and    Watcrford;    but 
havine    received    two    defeats  from     the    £ng- 
liih  forces,  he  fubmitted,  and   by  means  of  the 
carl  of  Qrmond  at  length  obtained  a  pardon. 

Ulick  and  John  Burk  at  this  time  had  a  dif- 
pute,  their  father  being  dead,  concerning  the  in* 
heritance  of  his  titles  and  poficifioos  \  but  the  af- 
fair bping  referred  to  commiflioners,  it  was  (ettled 
that  Ulick  (hould  have  Logh  Reagh,  and  that  the 
commiflioners  (hould  intercede  alfa  for  him  that  he 
might  be  created  baron  of  Leitrini.- 

In  the  midft  of  all  this,  the  lord  deputy  having 
been  accufed  of  various  mifdemeanors,  and  in  par- 
ticular of  cruelty  towards  the  queen^  Iri(h  ful^cds^ 
was  recalled  by  that  politic  princefs,  who,  per- 
haps meant  by  this  ftep  (among  other  dcfi^ns)  to 
ibew  her  moderation,  and  the  love  (he  bore  to  all 
thofe  whom  (he  governed  i — however  that  was, 
leaving  Ireland^  in  Auguft,  he  committed  the  care 
of  the  ifland  to  Adam  (^fius,  archbilhop  of  Dub- 
lin and  lord  chancellor,  and  Sir  Henry  Wallops, 
(reaturer  at  war,  as  lord  jufticesv 

All  this  time  the  earl  of  Delmond  was  in  great 
diftrefs,  and  often  narrowly  efcaped  with  his  life  and 
liberty,  from  thofe  who  indtfacigably  purfued  him* 
Ac  length  he  put  himfelf  into  the  hands  of  one 
pQiba  Mac  Swihey,  who  ws|s  himfelf  wider  pro* 

icaipp, 
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cedtioQ  ;  but  Goron  being  flain  by  fome  of  the  Irilh 
whofe  cattle  he  had  made  free  with,  the  earl  from 
(hat  rime  defpaired  of  meeting  wi(h  any  .relief  af* 
ter  this.  Being  In  great  want  of  provifiorisrbefent 
fome  of  his  fervants  to  forage^  who  plundering  a 
poor  wpman  of  the  Moriarca  family  of  alPher 
(tockf  (he  complained  to  her  brother,  who  applied 
himfelf  fo  effeftuatly  to  the  Engllfli  governor  of 
Caftlemaigne,  that  a  party  of  fcven  mufqueteers, 
and  eight  kernes  were  fent  out  in  quefl  of  the 
plunderers.  Thcfe  following  the  track  of  the  caf- 
tie,  entered  a  cabin  in  the  wood  called  Gleann 
Ginky,  where  the  leader  of  the  foldiers  found  an 
old  man  fitting  by  the  fire,  whom  he  defperately 
hurt  with  his  fword,  and  when  the  wounded  per- 
fon  cryi^  out  thae  he  was  the  ekrl  of  Defmond, 
he  cut  off  his  head,  which  was  afterwards  fent  to 
Englaod,  and  fet  on  a  pole  upon  London  bridge. 
And  thus  ended  this  revolt,  in  the  death  of  Gerald, 
the  fifteenth  earl  of  Defmond,  which  greatly  di* 
fpirited  the  IriQi  catholics^  and  much  encouraged 
the  proteftants,  who  had  found  caufe  to  regard  him 
as  a  formidable  enemy.  And  on  receiving  the 
news  of  his  death,  the  lord  vifcount  Baltinglafi 
quitted  Ireland,  and  withdrew  to  Spain,  where  he 
afterwards  died.-7Abouc  this  time  Sir  Nicholas  Bag- 
nail  and  Sir  Lucas  Dillon,  commidioners  of  UI- 
fter,  eftablKhed  a  truce  between  Turlogh  Lynogb, 
and  O'Donnel,  and  perfuaded  them  to  put  iti 
pledges  to  fubmit  their  differences  to  arbitration. 
Sir  John  Pcrrot  was  the  next  lord  deputy,  who 
had  a  very  extenfive  commifilon,  and  brought  over 
a  long  catalogue  of  inftru£lions  from  the  queen, 
which  were  intended  for  tiie  regulation  and  good 

government  of    the  kingdom. Having    takea 

the  advice  of  the  council,  he  ifiued  a  proclamation 

of  oblivion  and  indemnity.    Afterwards  he  began  a 

progrefs,  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  is  laid  to  have 

G  g  4  inter- 
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intercepted  a  tneflenger  who  had,  in  vain,  been  cq« 
deavouring  to  excite  the  IriQi  lords  and  geotiemeo 
pf  Munfter  to  a  new  revolt ;  but  at  the  lame  time, 
he  received  intelligence  that  a  thoofiuul  Scots,  on  the 
part  of  Surleboy,  h«l  invaded  Ulfter; — and  havtog 
taken  pledges  of  Pheagh  Mac  Hugh,  and  loaay 
others,  when  be  had  finiOicd  his  pro^ef^)hertniriie4 
for  that  time  to  Dublin. 

But  in  the  month  of  Auguft  fucceedin^,  be  fet 
out  with  an  army  from  that  city,  and  went  to^ewrj, 
where  he  received  pledges  of  Turlc^h  Lyno^,  and 
others}  then  he  (coured  the  country,  and  ordered 
fome  (hips  to  Loghfbyle,  to  attack  the  Scots ;  bat 
thefe,  being  aware  of  their  danger,  were  beforehand 
with  himt  and  embarked  for  Scotland  previois  to 
their  coming  up,  almoft  in  fight  of  the  EogKlh 
army. 

Then  he  proceeded  to  fpoil  the  country  of  the 
Prian  Carrows,  and  obliged  Surleboy  to  withdraw 
his  troops  and  cattle,  and  to  fly  before  him,  and  af- 
terwards having  taken  Dunluce,  Surleboy  himielf 
fubmitted. 

Next  he  proceeded  to  divide  yifter  into  counties 
and  to  perfuade  the  inhabitants  to  refer  their  difpote^ 
to  legal  decifion,  and  to  hold  their  eftatcs  by  Englifli 
tenures  I  amongft  whom  was  Turlogh  l^ynogb, 
^ho  was  fummoned  to  parliament,  and  to  whom  the 
deputy  prefented  robes  made  in  tlie  Englifli  fafhkmi 
and  in  this  parliament  four  archbifhopsn  twenty  bi« 
fhops  and  many  great  carls  were  prefenr^ 

• — But  the  Scots  again  invaded  Ireland,  againft 
t^hom  the  lord  deputy  determined  to  fend  the  baron 
Dung^nnon,  marching  aifo  into  the  north  bimfclf, 
and  lending  an  etnbaify  to  the  kipg  of  Scotland,  to 
intreat  that  he  would  prevent  his  people  from  plun- 
dering th^  Ii  i(h  fubjedls;  and  command  reftitution 
to  be  made  of  what  iiad  been  unjuftly  taken  from 
fhf ip.    Kcverihelefs,  though  it  is  laid  he  received  a 
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^vourable  anfwer,  yet  four  hundred  Scots  landed  in 
the  idand,  who  were  joined  by  Con  Mac  Neal  and 
others,  but  were  defeated  by  captain  Stafford,  and 
paffing  the  Ban  were  clofe  purfliod  by  him  and  tho 
baron  Dungannpn,  fo  that  they  retreated  from 
place  to  place,  till  at  laft  captain  Merriman,  who 
heard,  that  in  this  their  retreat  they  had  a  defign  to 
affail  Strabare,  marched  all  night  in  order  to  furprifc 
them,  but  coming  up  to  them,  found  them  prepared 
to  receive  him,  on  which  an  engagement  enfued,  but 
Merriman  vanqciiOiing  Alexander  Mac  Surly  the 
ScottiOi  leader,  in  (ingle  combat,  his  troops  wer« 
routed,  and  victory  declared  in  favour  of  the  Englifh* 

But  notwiehftanding  all  his  fuccefles  this. lord  de- 
puty was  recalled  by  the  queen,  when  at  length 
he  went  to  England,  and  was  accufed  of  many 
crimes,  and  being  of  a  haughty  difpofition  fpoke 
fome  raQi  words  againft  her  majefty,  which,  in  her 
opinion,  outweighed  them  all ;  fo  that  being  defert<« 
ed  by  his  friends,  abandoned  by  the  queen,  and 
olofely  prefled  by  his  enemies,  he  was  condemned  to 
iuffer,  though  the  execution  of  the  fentence  was  pre* 
vented  by  his  dying  fuddenly  in  the  towerof  London, 

Hugh,  baron  of  Dungannon,  pailing  over  to 
England,  was  by  the  queen  created  earl  of  Ty- 
rone, having  the  whole  country  granted  him,  diC* 
charged  of  the  rent  that  he  had  formerly  promiied 
the  deputy,  on  condition  that  he  fhould  difclaim 
any  title  to  the  reft  of  Ulfter,  and  that  he  fhould 
provide  for  TUrlogh  Lynogh,  and  the  fons  of 
Shane  O'Neal — And  the  baron  is  faid  even  to 
have  folicited  the  queen  to  fupprcfs  the  name  of 
O'Neal,  though  we  find  himfelf  afluming  it  in  tho 
fequel. 

Secretary  Fenton  was  at  this  time  fent  over 
into  England  to  give  the  queen  an  account  of 
the  ft^ce  of  the  Ui(h  government,  and  received 

*longf 
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a  Icng  U^  of  inftradions  from  her  ixia(dky»  tend* 
ing  to  regulate  matters  in  that  kingdom. 

The  earl  of  Deimond  having  forfeited  a  va(fc 
eftate  in  Ireland,  amounting  (fays  Cox)  tonolefs 
than    five    hundred    (eventy   four    thoufand   fix 
^  hundred  an4  twenty-eight  acres  of  land,  the  great- 
eft  part  of  this    eftate   was  planned  out  by  the 
queen  to  be  difpofed  of  tp  undertakers  or  adven* 
turers  at  certain  iiiQcd  rates.    This  princels  alTo 
wrote  letters  to  every  coupty  in  England  to  en- 
courage younger  brothers  to  become  adventurers, 
and  in  particular,  Popbam,  her  attorney-general 
was  appointed  to  treat  with  them  in  Somecfetihire^ 
The  i^opofals  were^  To  give  them  eilates  in  fee 
at  three  pence  eaqh  acre,  in  Limerick,  and  Conilo 
one  with  another,  and  at  two-pence  for  each  acre 
in  Cork  and  Waterford ;  every  thr^e  hundred  jlcre& 
demeihe  being  to  mauitain  an  horie,  every  two 
*       hundred  acres  of  tenancy  a  footf  fddier,  anned« 
They  were  to  be  rent-free  till  March  1590,  and 
to  pay  but  half-rent  for  three  years  from  thence; 
they  were  to  hold  in.ibccage  and  to  have  liber^ 
ty  for  ten  years  to  tiranfport  the  growth  of  their 
lands  to  any  place  in  amity  with  England  with^ 
out  cuftom  \  and  to  do  no  fervice  tiil  Michael* 
mas  1590,    and  then  but  moderately,  and  to  be 
free  from  cefs  for  ever.    They  were  to  have  li-.. 
herty  to  tranfport  nectaries  from  England  with- 
out cuftom ;  ahd  they  were  promifed  that  there 
ihould  be  garrifons  on  their  frontiers,   and  that 
they   (hould  have  commiflioners  to  decide  their 
controverfies  in  Munfter. — However,  it  fecms  that 
the  adventurers    who    accepted  thefe  conditions 
did  not  find  them  in  every  article  fulfilled  by  the 
queen,  efpecially  in  that  of  keeping  a  fufficient 
number  of  forces    for    their  proteffion.    It  ap- 
peared likewife  fas  at  that  time  what  eUe  could 
be  expefted  ?)  that  the  new  comers  encroached  up- 
on 
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upon  the  lan4s  of  the  loyal  Iriih ;  on  which  laft 
account  a  royal  proclamation  was  ilTued  to  re- 
ftrain  the  abufe,  and  the  biftiops  of  Tuam  and 
Meath  with  other  commiflioners  were  appointed 
tt>  infpeft  into  the  matter,  with  orders  to  do  the 
injured  party  right,  which  commiflion  however 
did  not  procfuce  a  general  fatisfadion. 

The  Clandonnells  and  Joyces,  with  manyof  their 
friends  and  neighbours,  now  revolted,  manned 
caftles,  and  broke  out  into  open  war  ^  at  the 
fame  time  that\  the  cattle  of  Clan  Owen  was  held 
^gainft  the  queen,  which  however  Bingham  took 
in  (even  days  and  levelled  with  the  ground ;  and 
Richard  Burk  was  executed  by  martial  law  on 
the  proof  pf  a  confederacy. 

Yet  the  Burks  ftill  continued  in  arms,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  auxiliary  Scots,  their  number 
amounted  to  three  thoufand,  a^ainft  whom  the 
lord  deputy  not  chufing  to  march,  flieltered  him- 
felf  under  an  order  that  he  fliould  not  hazard 
his  perfon  without  the  confent  of  council,  which 
|ie  tooH  care  not  to  do ;  but  ^whca  the  Burk$ 
were  routed  by  the  ftratagem  of  Bingham's, 
he  came  up  time  enough  to  ftiare  the  fruits  of 
the  viftory,  which  was  one  of  thofe  extraordinary 
ones  that  mark  this  period  of  the  Irifli  hiftory. 

Surleboy,  Ncale,  Oge,  and  Shane  Mac  Brian 
made  their  fubmi0ion  in  the  June  following,  and, 
fome  time  after,  the  earl  of  Ormond  complained 
that  certain  felons  were  executed  by  martial  law, 
whofe  eftates  would  have  been  forfeited  to  the 
earl  by  their  attainder,   a  matter  which  created 

?eat  -uneafmefs  between  him  and  the  deputy. 
I^e  latter,  on  his  part,  thought  he  had  juft  caufc 
of- complaint  in  another  affair,  which  related  to 
the  commiffions  granted  by  the  queen  in  regard 
to  the  undertakers  or  adventurers  in  Munfter,  in 
ll^hic^  fho'  deputy  he  had  no  fhare )   but  this  and 

his 
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his  other  complaints  were  alike  difre^rdcd  by 
the  queen,  and  the  matter  ended  as  we  have 
above  related. 

During  the  latter  part  of  his  adminiftration. 
the  Irifh  made  many  complaints  againft  the  Engliih 
and  agsunfl:  each  other;  in  the  latter  cafe  Tur* 
logh  Lynogh  accufed  the  earl  of  Tyrone  of  levy- 
ing cefs,  and  of  opprcffing  the  country;  m  the 
former,  0*Rourk  had  (in  all  probability  with  juf- 
tice)  accufed  Bingham  of  oppreffive  proceedings ; 
in  which  cafe  the  deputy  advifed  0*Rourk  to 
be  more  obedient,  and  Bingham  to  be  leis  ar- 
bitrary in  his  government,  who  returned  an  an- 
fwer  which  little  became  him,  before  the  council, 
and  which  perhaps  would  not  have  been  pafled 
by  fo  lightly,  if  the  deputy  had  not  been  upon 
the  point  of  being  recalled,  which  pollibly  was 
the  occaGon  of  his  brooking  this  treatment. 

Sir  William  Fitz- Williams  fucceedcd  as  lord 
deputy,  who  was  fwom  the  30th  day  of  June, 
in  the  year  fifteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight; 
and  foon  after  his  coming  over,  the  Spanifh  ar- 
mada coafting  about  Scodand,  feventeen  of  their 
Ihips  were  wrecked  upon  the  Irifh  coaft, 
whereby  much  trcafure  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
ijativcs,  which  the  queen,  by  her  prerogative, 
claimed  as  her  property.  On  this,  the  deputy 
went  into  Ulfter,  probably  with  a  view  of  fha- 
ring  in  the  plunder;  but  his  journey  not  an- 
fwering  the  end  for  which  he  defigned  it,  he 
imprifoned  Sir  Owen  O'Tool  and  0*Dogharty, 
though  they  were  well  afFcfted  to  the  flate,  merely* 
in  order  to  gratify  his  private  revenge,  being  en- 
raged beyond  meafure  at  his  difappointment. 

The  (hipwrecked  Spaniards  being  entertained  by 
the  Irifti  who  would  not  fufFer  them  to  be  af- 
ftulted,  whilft  under  their  proteAion,  created  freih 
matter  of  diipute  between  the  Catholics  and  the 
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government,  which  latter  purfued  .thefe  fugitives 
with  an  implacable  and  unrelenting  hatred.- 
Bingham  levied  troops  to  chaftile  the  Irifli  on  this 
occalion  ;  they  met  him  with  an  inferior  force 
in  the  field,  and  in  confequence  were  vanquifhed 
yet  they  made  a  gallant  retreat,  and  were  ftill 
bent  upon  keeping  their  faith  with  their  guells.  ' 

However,  0*Rourk,  who  commanded  the  mate- 
contents  upon  the  above  occafion  quarrelling  with 
another  of  the  Irilh  leaders,  was  deferred  by  moft 
parts  of  his  foldiers,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge 
with  James  of  Scotland.— But  that  prince  having 
been  lately  reconciled  with  Elizabeth,  notwith- 
landing  die  death  of  his  mother  Mary,  to  ferve 
his  own  private  intereft,  delivered  up  the  fugitives 
to  the  Englilh  government,  who  immediately  cauied 
him  to  be  hanged  at  Tyburn.— 

In  the  mean  time  the  earl  of  Tyrone  did  as 
much  for  one  who  accufed  him  of  treafbn ;  and 
afterwards  rejpaired  to  England,  in  order  perfo* 
nally  to  juftiry  himfelf  before  the  queen,  and  to 
renew  his  covenants  and  agreements  with  her.-~ 
At  firft  he  was  confined  for  having  made  the  voy- 
age, without  a  licence  from  the  lord  deputy,  but 
upon  fubmidion  was  difcharged ;  and  oflFered  to 
give  hoftages  to  the  queen  for  lus  performance 
of  certain  articles,  and  then  he  was  favourably 
entertained  by  her  majefty  "  Chiefly  (fays  Cox) 
becaufe  he  advifed  the  fuppreflfton  of  the  name 
of  O'Neal."  This  indeed  had  been  a  favourite 
point,  which  the  Englifh  government  had  long 
laboured  to  carry  into  execution ;  for  it  was  their 
maxim,  as  it  has  been  that  of  many  other  nations^ 
that  nothing  could  lb  effedfcually  fubdue  a  peo- 
ple as  taking  from  them  the  remembrance  (if 
poflTible)  of  their  ancient  laws,  cuftoms,  names, 
families  and  deicent,  for  all  of  which  moft  na- 
tions  entenaining  an  enthuliaftic  reverence,    can 

fcldom 
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feldom  be  tafily  brought  to  adopt  the  manners 
^  new  coaquerors^  or  to  adopt  their  fway^ 

It  was  upon  diis  foundation  that  Edward  the 
Firft  iftfaid  to  have  adopted  that  barbarous  po^ 
licy  of  deftroying  idl  the  BritUh  barcb,  who 
were  contintudly  anpioyed  in  reciting  old  hifto- 
ries,  and  infpiring  tl^  principal  of  their  country-* 
men  with  the  flame  of  herot^  hy  nrpeanng  to 
chem  the  glorious  exploits  of  thofe  chiefs  from 
whom  they  were  iinadly  defotnded« — The  family 
t>f  O'Neal  we  have  leen  was  one  of  the  moft 
jionottt-able  amongft  the  ancient  Iriih,  the  earl  of 
Tyrone  was  a  reputed  baftard  fcyon  of  that  no- 
ble ibock»  and  for  chat  reafon  it  was  not  imagined 
he  would  aflume  the  name  himfelf,  and  it  ap- 
peared likely  that  it  would  not  be  confiftcnt  with 
his  intereft  for  any  other  to  afiume  it  ^  on  whick 
Kcmint  tiie  quem  concluded,  that  he  was  in  ear- 
neft  in  his  defire  of  having  it  totally  exdnguUh^ 
ed. — Yet,  with  all  her  fubtiKty  and  policy,  ifae  here 
over&ot  her  mark,  as  will  abundantly  appear  m 
the  feqoel  of  this  hiftory. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  Tyrone  ofifered  boll 
tages  for  the  {xtfonnances  of  his  articles  with  the 
queen  ;  but  he  had  ftipulated  that  thefe  fhoiyd 
be  delivered  in  Irelmd  to  be  kept  at  fome  gen- 
tleman's or  merchant's  houfe,  and  to  be  exchanged 
every  three  months;  When,  after  his  return,  he 
was  preflibd  by  the  lord  deputy  to  perform  his 
ptomile,  he  made  ufe  of  many  ihifts  and  delays, 
and  faid  that  the  fame  fecyrity  ought  to  be  re- 
quired of  his  neighbours. The  fons  of  Shane 

O'Neal,  O'Donnel's  fons,  and  Philip  O'Reily  efca* 
ping  out  of  Dublin,  Art,  one  of  them,  died  by 
the  way,  but  the  other  three  reaching  Ulfter, 
two  of  thefe  (fonfl  of  Shane)  fell  into  Tyrone's 
hands,  who  refufed  either  to  deliver  them  up  to 
riic  deputy,  or  to  fct  them  at  liberty  to  fliin  for 

diem« 
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themfclves.  The  next  thing  hcdid  was  to  many  mar- 
Ihal  Bagnair?  fifter,  tho'  he  had  another  wife  then 
livings  and  Jfoon  after  his  men  wounded  ibmeof 
Turlogh's  in  a  IJtirmifh ;  hpwcver  he  excufcd  him- 
felf  in  ix>th  th<efe  matters  in  a  letter  to  the  cbun* 
cil.-^As  CO  the  former^  he  faidthathe  had  fot* 
mally  and  lawfully  divorced  his  firft  wife,  and,  as 
to  the  latter,  that  Turlogh's  people  were  attacked  « 
becaufe  they  were  fpoiling  his  country. 

Tyrone  alfo  entertained  a  friendibip  with  Hug^ 
.Roe,  who  was.  one  of  the  piiftncrs  that  had  df- 
caped  out  of  Dublin  caftle,  jand  was  now  beconoe 
O'Donnel  by  his  father's  death*  and  furprifed  the 
xaltle  of  Montrofe,  which  he  faid  was  done  onlf 
to  make. O'Donnel  a  good  fut^eft  ;  neverthele6 
the  government  of  Ireland  entertained  fuch  fufpi- 
<:ions  of  him  and  his,  that  when  the  council  was 
fitting  ^tMonaghan,  in  order  to  fettle  the  coun- 
ty on  the  ({ueen^s  patentees,  they  were  alarmed 
ac  the  news  that  Con,  Tyrone's  fon^  was  iap- 
proaching,  though,  they  had  a  guard  of  an  hundred 
foldiers; — for  which  however  when  Tyrone  was 
blamed,  he  anfwered,  "  That  they  were  frighteo^ 
ed  only  at  the  fight  of  two  horfemen,  for  that 
there  were  no  more  near  at  the  time  of  the  alarm.*' 
Neverthelefs  the  Englifh  believed  there  was. great 
reafon  to  think  otherwife.  a.  d. 

But  thia  was  only  a  trifle  to  what  followed :—  '59^ 
Indeed  even .  at  this  time  the  Iriih  rofe  in  arms 
«s  ufual,  ia  different  parts  of  the  ifland. — Connor 
was  up  in  Connaught  and  O'Donnel  in  Ulfter. 
Mac  Guire  alfo,  the  chief  of  Fermenagh,  coc^ 
arms,  alledging  that  he  had  paid  for  his  country, 
to  be  excuiied  from  a  flieriflf,  notwithftanding 
V^hich  there  was  one  appointed,  whofe  followers 
were  guilty  of  many  exccffes. 

On  the  news  being  told  the  lord  deputy,  he  pro* 
claimed  Mac  Guire  a  traitor,  invaded  Fermenaght 
ind  took  Inifkilling.    Neverthelefs,  Mac  Guire,  on 

his 


:46+        HISTORY    op    1  R  E  L  A  N  £>. 

his  party  mlde  an  incurfion  into  Connai^hr,  biic 
his  forces  were  routed  by  Bingham,  under  whom 
Tyrone  ferved  and  received  a  wound  in  his  thigh 
in  an  encounter  with  the  revohers. 

Sir  William  Ruflel  the  youngeft  ibii  of  Francis 
carl  of  Bedford)  was  next  fworn  lord  deput/^  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  government  received  intelli* 
^ce  that  Tyrone's  brother  Cormac  Mac  Baron, 
who  at  that  time  befieged  Inilkilling,  had  defeated 
the  Engliih  army,  amounting  to  fix  hundred  foot 
and  forty-fix  hoi4e,  upon  which  Sir  Richard  Bing- 
ham, who  was  fent  to  the  relief  of  that  place,  re^ 
turned  to  Dublin,  and  immediately  afterwards 
tidings  were  brought  of  the  landing  of  two  thou* 
fand  five  hundred  Scots  in  the  nordiem  part  iA 
the  Ifland^ 

In  confeauence  of  all  this ;  an  order  was  made 
for  what  tney  called  a  general  hofliing,  and  that 
the  lord  deputy  leaving  Omiond  to  defend  the 
pale  fliould  march  to  the  relief  of  Iniflullingi  be*' 
ing  attended  by  half  the  council* 

In  the  mean  time  the  earl  of  Tyrone  himlelf 
came  to  the  council  board,  and  making  many 
proteftations  of  his  loyalty  was  honourably  dif^ 
milled,  notwithftanding  marfhal  Bagnel  under 
whom  he  had  ferved,  .offered  to  prove  him  guilty 
of  treafon. 
A.  D.  The  deputy  marching  from  Dublin  on  the  19^1 
'SH-  of  Auguft,  after  pafling  bogs  and  rivers,  and  en- 
countering many  difficulties,  entered  Iniikilling 
caftle,  and  relieved  the  place  without  meeting 
with  any  oppofition.— But  while  thefe  things  were 
doing,  Walter  Riagh  with  a  party  of  the  revoltcrs 
burned  Crumlin— But  the  deputy  returning  re- 
ftored  peace  there,  and  many  of  Walter  Riagh*$ 
men  being  with  his  brothers  flain,  and  he  him^ 
felf  afterwards  taken  and  hanged  in  chains  at 
Dublin. 

Tyrone 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y    o  r    I  R  E  L  A  N  D:      j^s, 

.  Tyrone  was  now  publicly  in  arms  atnd  Monag- 
han  bcficged  by  Mac  Guire  and  Mac  Mahon, 
however,  railed  the  fiege  at  the  approach  of  the 
Englilh:  neverthelefs  Tyrone  with  a  cpnfidcrablc 
force  endeavoured  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
latter,  and  encountered  them  in  a  narrow  pafe 
where  they  would  have  been  probably  cut  off,  Jf 
the  Irifh  had  not  wanted  powder  to  continue  the 
engagement ;  as  it  was  they  were  much  har- 
raifed,  but  liowcver  very  happily  efcaping  from 
this  danger,  they  took  a  different  way  from  that 
which  their  enemies  expe&ed  they  would  have 
chofen,  and  by  that  ftratagem  got  fafe  to  Newry.— 
In  the  mean  time  the  Burks  took  the  caille  of  Sli- 
go,  and  put  captain  George  ^Bingham  and  the 
Ward  to  the  fword ;  while,  on  the  other  hand» 
Sir  John  Norris  arrived  (with  a  re-inforccment  from 
England  under  his  conduft)  with  the  title  of 
Lord  General^  and  a  fpecial  commiffion  intitling 
him  to  the  fole  command  of  the  army  in  Ulfter, 
between  whom  and  the  lord  deputy  there  were 
Ibme  bickerings,  neverthelefs  they  agreed  this 
time  to  join,  and  accordingly  marched  to  Dun- 
dalk  together, — From  thence  the  army,  after  va- 
rious marches  and  counter-marches,  the  enemy 
often  appearing  in  their  rear,  came  to  Dublin 
without  any  thing  being  atchieved  oi)  either  iide^ 
worth  mentioning  in  this  hiftory. 

But  on  the  nth  of  Auguft  fucceeding,  general 
Norris  marched 'the  army  northward,  neverthelefs 
he  could  not  hinder  Tyrone  from  driving  away 
all  the  live  cattle  from  Newry  -,  there  ^as  indeed 
a  Ikirmifh  b^wccn  the  armies,  in  which  both 
the  Norrifcfs  were  wounded,  and  the  Irifli  feem 
to  have  had  the  advantage,  though  no  confider* 
able  executioa  was  done  on  either  part. 

Pheagh  Mac  Hugh  at  this  time  mad^  his  fub-c<«. 
miflBon,  and  the  deputy  fet  out  towards  Galway 

Vol.  I.  H  h  ex- 
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expeAlng  the  Burks  to  do  the  fame;  but  thejr, 
tnftead  of  coming  to  meet  him,  contented  them- 
felves  with  fending  him  a  paper,  filled  with  com- 
plaints againft  Sir  Richard  Bingham, 

In  die  mean  time  many  overtures  towards  a 
peace  with  France  were  made  by  the  queen's 
commiflioners,  which  fome  Engllfh  writers  have 
been  ve^  particular  in  defcribing  ^  however  it 
may  fuf{ice  here  to  fay,  that  they  ended  in  no- 
thing more  than  a  truce  from  time  to  time,  which 
was  ill  planned  andftill  worle  obferved,  Tyrone 
being  by  much  too  artful  for  thofe  that  had 
to  deal  with  him,  and  generally  over-reaching 
them  even  in  their  oWn  politics. 

Surleboy  now  made  his  fubmiffion,  but  Conr 
naught  was  in  a  bad  fituation ;  in  particular^  Mac 
Coghian*s  country  was  fpoilod  by  the  Irifh   and 
Scots,  who  had  paflcd  the  Shannon ;  but  the  de- 
puty advancing  towards  them,  fopn  gave  them  a 
check}  and  in  this  expedition  he  made  himfelf 
niafter  of  Q'Maddcn's    caftle,    though  the   gar- 
rifon,  when  fummoned,  had  returned  for  anfiverp 
That  they  would   not  furrender  if  all   the  be- 
fiegers  were  Deputies,  as  well  as  lie  who  led  them. 
1^*    o.      At  length  Tyrone's  pardon,    the   negotiating 
*^^    which  had  taken  fb  much  time,  was  figned  and 
fent^  to   Sir  Edward  Moor    to  be  delivered  to 
him )  and  the  queen  is  faid  to  have  expreflcd 
great  fatisf,^ction   at  the  profpeft  pf  ^  pacifica- 
tion with  him  and  the  malecontents  pf  Ireland ; 
but  when  the  earl  fhould  have  received  it,  he 
was  out  of  the  way,  and,  in  cfFed,  delayed  taking 
it  till  the  twcnty-fccond  of  July,  when  he  con-, 
fented  to  put  in  his  pledges,  but  refufed  to  le-j 
nounce  forcignr  ajd  upon  oath ;  however,  he  pro- 
mifed  loyalty  and  obedience  \  and  fo,  for  that  time, 
the  txmxm  concluded^  ' 

But 
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But  .Pheagh  Mac  Hugh  brojce  out  into  open 
war,  againft  whom  the  deputy  marched,  and  en- 
camping at  Rothdrome,  flew  fomc  of  his  adhe- 
rents, and  took  much  fpoil ;  he  alfo  caufed  two 
of  their  chiefs  pledges  to  be  hanged  up  in  the 
►camp,  but  effcdted  nothing  of  confequence.  While 
he  was  thus  employed,  the  earl  of  Orniond  was 
oppo&d  to  the  Butlers,  and  Sir  Anthony  Saintleger 
to  the  CMores  and  O'Connors, 

But  Tyrone  himfelf  now  attacked  Ardmagh, 
great  part  of  the  garrifon  of  which  he  furprifed 
and  flew,  by  ftr^tagem,  while  hls.fon-in-law,  Henry 
Oge,  entered  the  Pale  in  a  holfile  manner;'  he 
alio  endeavoured  to  furprize  Carlingford*  caftle,' 
and  refufed  to  let  any  relief  be  brought  to  Black- 
water,  endeavouring,  as  much  as  poflible,  to  fa- 
vour the  caufe  of  the  difaffected  Irifti  in  Leinfter. 

The  catholic  writers  enlarge  much  upon 
thefe  and  other  of  their  favourite's  feats;  but 
I  do  not  find  that  they  aye  willing  to  do 
the  fame  in  regard  to  his  negotiations  for  peace 
and  pardon,  the  relations  ot  which  arc  moftly 
confirmed  by  good  authorities. — There  is  a  cer- 
tain inexcufable  partiality  in  men  that  are  at- 
tached to  a  party,  which  renders  them  blind  to 
juftice  and  folicitous  of  promoting  the  fame  of 
their  own  partif^^ns^  though  at  the  expence  of 
truth  and  honour,  and  every*  principle  of  afkion 
that  ought  to  be  confidered  between  men  and 
Chriftians.  In  the  cafe  of  the  Irifli  infurgents, 
before  they  were  reducedt  and  incorporated  in  a 
manner  as  one  body  with  the  Englifli  nation,  a 
moderate  man  might  find  fomething  to  urge  in 
their  defence,  if  \t  were  not  for  the  notorious 
hypocrify  fomc  of  them  exhibited  in  fubmitting 
fo  often,  even  without  compulfion,  and  as  often 
breaking  that  peace  which  they  had  folemnly 
;  fwom  to.->-But  where  tbefe  things  are  fo  appa- 
I  Hh2  rent. 
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rent  the  pcgured  man  will  always  difgrace  the  pa-» 
triot,  and  the  low  defigning  fycophant  will  diiho-* 
nour  even  the  beft  caule  in  the  world. 

Incenfed  at  Tyrone's  -behaviour,  the  lord  de- 

Euty  and  council  wrote  him  a  letter  full  of  up- 
raiding,  but  he  was  not  to  feek  far  an  anlwer : 
he  faid,  he  had  done  nothing  without  provoca- 
tion, and  juftified  his  revolt  by  charging  the  ftate 
with  profccuting  Pheagh  Mac  Hugh,  whom  he 
looked  upon  as  his  particular  friend  and  ally. 

In  the  fucceeding  January,  Sir  Richard  Bing- 
ham, who  appears  to  have  been  a  very  auftcre 
lind  cruel  governor,  was  removed,  on  account  of 
many  complaints  levied  againfl  him,  and  in  his 
room  was  placed  Sir  Conyers  Clifford, 

In  the  middle  of  the  fame  month  general  Nor- 
ris  met  Tyrone,  whom  he  complimented  on  ac- 
count of  his  having  advifed  the  government  to 
take  moderate  meafures  i  and  permitted  Ardmagh 
to  be  re-vr£lualed,  which  was  a  matter  he  had 
before  moft  ftrenuoufly  oppofed.  However,  he 
evaded  coming  to  any  terms  with  the  general, 
who  at  length  finding  himfclf  egregioufly  trifled 
with,  put  an  end  to  a  treaty,  in  which  he  per- 
ceived the  other  was  not  in  carnefl*.  , 

After  much  purfuit,  the  deputy  at  laft  had  the 
fortune  to  kiil  Pheagh  Mac  Hugh,  and  to  take 
much  fpoil  in  his  country,  hut  foon  after  he  was 
re-called,  and  Thomas,  lord  Burroughs  fenr  in 
his  room,  ordered  general  Norris  to  his  prefi- 
dency  of  Munfter,  which  affront  being  put  upon 
one  who  was  newly  difappointcd  of  the  chief  go- 
vernment himfelf,  had  fuch  an  effeft  upon  him, 
that  it  is  faid  to  have  broken  his  heart. 

This  deputy  having  put  his  troops  in  motion, 
marched  from  Dublin,  and  in  their  progrefs  took 
the  fort  of  Blackwater  •,  ncvertheleis,  after  thq- 
had  won  it,  they  h^d  a  i!kifmi|h  vith  the  Irilh, 
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in  which  they  loft  the  deputy's  brother-in-law, 
and  many  other  Mrfons.  At  this  time  alfo,  Clif- 
ford, governor  of  Connaught  being  ordered  to  ad  - 
Vance  with  his  provincial  troops  to  the  borders  of 
Ulftcr,  obeyed  the  injunAlon,  but  being  met  by 
an  army  of  the -enemy,  fuperior  in  force  to  his 
own,  he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  them  ^  and. 
Cox  fays,  he  made  a  gallant  retreat  for  abov^ 
thirty  miles,  even  in  the  .face  of  his  enemy. .  Be- 
fides  this,  Tyrone  on  the  lord  deputy's  return  to*- 
wards  the  Pale,  turned  his  force  againft  Black- 
water^  atid  befieged  it.  But  the  lord  deputy  ap- 
proaching^ the  fiege  was  raifed;  however-,  that 
great  officer  died  on  his  return  to  Dublin,  and 
Sir  Thomas  Norris,  prefident  of  Munfter,  wa3 
made  lord  joftice,  fr$  tempered  but  he  was  grown 
fo  melancholy  on  account  of  his  brother's  d^athi 
that  he  requefted  permiffion  to  refign,  and  Adam 
LoftuB,  lord  chancellor,  aful  archbifhop  of  Dub- 
lin, and  Sir  Robert  Gardiner  were  made  lords 
jufticeS)  who  were  fworn  in  the  momh  of  No- 
vember \  and  on  the  day  when  that  ceremony  palT- 
fed^  the  council  gave  an  account  in  writing  of  the 
ftate  of  the  kingdom,  and  concluded.  That  there 
was  an  univerfal  rebellipn,  intended  to  (hake  olF 
all  Eng)i(h  goyernment.  Ormond  was  now  con- 
ftituted  lieutenant- general  and  with  others  im- 
powered  to  treat  with  Tyrone  \  the  confequence 
of  which  was«  that  a  ^ceflation  oi  hoftilities  was 
agreed  on  for  eight  weeks^  and  the  earl  engaged 
to  give  the  garrifon  of  Blackwater  leave  to  fo- 
rage, and  alfo  to  furnifti  them  with  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  cattle  \  neverthelefs,  thi&  negociation  came 
to  nothing,  and  he  laid  liege  to  the  fort  foon 
afterwards.  Marihall  Bagnal  was  fent  to  its  re- 
lief ^  but  Tyrone  engaging  him  at  an  advantage, 
flew  him^  and  routed  the  Englilh  army,  who  fled 

f}  h  3  towards     "^ 
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towards  Ardmagh,  leaving  near  two  choufimd  (bi* 
diers  dead  upon  the  field  of  battle^  moft  of  their 
baggage,  artillery)  and  colours,  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  to  whom  .Blackwater  was 
furrendered,  in  confequcncc  of  this  important  vic- 
tory. 

Elizabeth  was  extremely  concerned  when  (he  knew 
of  this  defeat,  and  blamed  Ormond  much  for  not 
having  taken  the  command  of  the  troops  himfelf, 
though  Marflial  Bagnall  was  an  experienced  of- 
ficer, to  fucceed  whom  Sir  Richard  Binghani  was 
appointed  \  but  he  dying.  Sir  Samuel  Bagnal!  was 
fent  with  two  thoufand  foot*  and  one  hundred 
horfe,  who  on  the  news  of  this  difailer  were  or- 
dered to  Carlingford. 

Tyrone  having  lent  Rory  Owny  Mac  Qge  in- 
to Munfter  with  forces  which  thofe  of  the  go- 
vernment were  not  able  effeftually  to  oppoie, 
made  James  Fitz  Thomas,  earl  of  Defmond : — and 
all  the  Irifli  of  the  province  were  up  in  arms, 
and  began  to  ravage  the  lands  of  the  Englilh, 
and  to  deftroy  them  wherever  they  found  them. 

The  queen  had  now  caft  her  eyes  upon  the 
lord  Mountjoy,  with  intent  of  fending  him  over 
chief  governor  of  Ireland  ;  but  his  intercft  failed 
before  that  of  Robert  Devereux,  the  queen*s  great 
favourite,  who  was  fent  over  with  the  fuUeft 
powers  and  the  greateft  forces  that  had  ever  beea 
beftowed  upon  any  of  her  governors.  He  had 
commifTion  for  difpoftng  of  the  rebels  lands,  and 
of  executing  martial  law  upon  their  peHbas  :  he 
had  the  placing  and  difplacing  of  all  officers  that 
had  not  patents,  and  the  fuperfeding  of  thofe  who 
were  furnilhed  with  them  : — he  was  well  fupplied 
as  to  the  eftaWifhment  of  his  treafure,  and  had 
an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  foot,  and  thine<hi  hun- 
dred hOrfe  under  him.  Neverthelefs,  it  muft  be 
owned  that  he  found  the  ifland  in  a  very  bad 

ftate^ 
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date,  above  twenQr  thoufand  rebels  being  in  arms 
in  the  difFereiit  provinces,  many  of  whom  had 
publicly  fworn  to  live  and  die  in  the  defence  of 
their  religiony  an  oath  which  at  that  time  in* 
eluded  a  folemn  refolution  of  never  fubmitting  to 
the  Englifh  government. 

Though  the  inftrufbtons  of  Eflex  were  in  par-^ 
ticular  to  reduce  Ulfter  to  obedience,  yet  this 
he  ftrangely  neglefted  to  attempt )  and,  as  if  he 
had  meant  to  lengthen  out  the  war,  he  fufFered 
the  revoltcrs  of  that  province  to  proceed  in  their 
depredauons,  whilft,  iriftead  of  fttiking  at  the  root 
of  thefe  troubles,  he  contented  himfeSF  with  lop- 
ping the  fmaller  branches,  and  marched  into  Mun« 
ftcr,  where  he  had  a  few  fkirmifhes  with  Ty- 
rone, earl  of  Defmond  (tailed  the  Sugan  earl)  and 
after  fome  other  litde  fuccejQes  fcarcely  worth  no- 
ticing, is  faid  to  have  been  baffled  and  harraf- 
fed  by  Owen  0*More,  and  this  earl,  of  Defmond^ 
who  hung  upon  his  rear  for  feveral  days,  and 
did  him  confiderable  damage.  Certain  it  is,  that 
his  army  was  much  diminiflied  without  having 
made  ,any  gr»t  atchievements  \  and  while  he  was 
thus  employed,  he  had  the  mortification  to  heari 
that  both  the  Spaniards  and  the  Scots  had  fup- 
plied  Tyrone  with  ammunition,  and  that  he  was 
treaung  with  the  latter  to  aflift  him  with  forces 
againft  the  Englifli  government,— -About  the 
fame  time  Sir  Henry  Harrbgton^  with  fix  hun- 
dred men,  whom  Efiex  had  left  in  the  glinns^ 
were  defeated  by  the  O'Brians,  and  being  ac- 
cufed  of  having  contributed  to  it  by  their  own 
fault,  were  feverely,  (if  not  barbaitoufly)  punifhedt 
by  the  lord  general. 

It  was  not  long  before  Eflex  heard  that  the 

queen  was  angry  at  his  mifconduft  i  whereupon  he 

affured    her    by  letter,    that  he  would  with  all 

fpeed  march  to  Ulfter ;  ncverthelefs  he  firft  made 

H  h  4  aa 
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an  expedition  into  Ldx  and  Opbaly  nffdntt  tbc 
O'Mores  and  the  O'Connors,  which  fo  much  di- 
minifhed  his  army^  that  be  was  obliged  to  itnd 
to  England  for  a  fupply  of  a  thoufand  men  ;  and, 
HI  the  mean  time  Cnftord  governor  of  Connaught, 
whom  he  had  fent  to  Bettclc  to  diftrcfs  Tyrone^ 
^as  defeated  and  flain  by  the  iniiirgems  and  his 
troops  in  danger  of  being  all  cut  in  pieces,  which 
would  have  been  the  cale,  had  tt^  not  been 
brought  off  by  the  horfe,  who  came  in  timely  to 
,    their  affiftance.  ' 

The  Aipply  arriving,  Eflex  ftiB  negkded  to  pro- 
fecute  the  war  againft  Tyrone,  and  by  a  cooduft 
which  at  this  diltance  of  time  it  is  hard  to  account 
for,  he  only  marched  with  a  bodv  of  about  five 
hundred  men,  to  the  borders  of  the  province 
where  he  parlyed  with  him,  and  concluded  on  a 
truce  for  fix  weeks,  which  was  continued  from 
one  fix  weeks  to  another,  either  party  being  at  li- 
beny  ico  break  it  upon  fourteen  days  notice.  Bm 
the  <3laHn  dilapproving  this  part  of  his  oondud 
more  than  all  tne  ref^  receiving  a  iharp  letter 
frbm  her  upon  that  fubjed,  the  infatuated  £fiex 
qukted  Ireland  without  waiting  for  his  recal,  and 
prefented  himfelf  before  the  Eogbfli  court,  the 
confequence  of  which  ftep  was  his  ruin  \  for  after 
having  been  provoked  to  break  out  into  open  re- 
bellion, and  what  was  at  t^attime  ftill  worie,  iiav- 
ing  fpoken  difrefpeAfulIy  of  his  royal  paramour, 
he  was  executed,  in  purfuant  to  a  {cntmcc  pafled 
'  upon  him,  in  the  Tower  of  London,  on  A&- 
Wednesday  in  the  year  fixteen  hundred  and  one. 

Adam  Loftus  lord  chancellor  and  Sir  George 
Cary,  treafurer  at  war,  being  lord  juftices,  Tyrone 
grew  extremely  haughty,  and  inibead  of  talking 
of  fubmiflion,  (as  he  had  hitherto  always  done  in 
the  midft  of  his  wars)  he  now  declared  that  he 
would  never  lay  down  his  arms  till  he  had  reftor- 

cd 
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ed  the  catholic  religion  and  the  liberty  and  inde^ 
pendancy  of  his  country.  He  gave  fourteeen  days 
notice  alfo,  that  he  would  break  the  truce.  He 
made  a  journey  into  Munfter,  attended  by  two 
fhouland  five  hundred  horfe,  where  he  fpirited  up 
the  people  to  infurreftion,  depofed  Daniel  Mac 
Carthy  More,  and  placed  Florence  Mac  Cathy  in 
his  ileady  took  pledges  of  him,  whom  they  called 
The  White  Knight,,  and  of  many  others  whofe  zeal 
the  caufe  he  doubted,  and  plundered  the  la^nds  of 
fuch  as  ab£blutely  refufed  to  engage  in  his 
fchemes. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Thomas  Norris,  lord  pre- 
lident  of  Munfter,  died  of  a  wound  he  had  receiv- 
ed in  a  (kirmilh,  and  one  of  the  commiffionets  of 
that  province  was  aflaulted  and  (lain  by  Mac 
Guire^  as  he  was  taking  the  air  near  Cork*  There- 
fore  Sir  George  Carew  was  appointed  lord  prefident 
of  Munfter,  and  the  queen  likewife  fent  over  the 
lord  Monrjoy  as  lord  deputy,  who  on  his  arrival 
iiTued  a  proclamation,  tending  to  fatisfy  fuch  per- 
ions  as  had  furniflied  the  army  with  money  or  diet 
fince  the  firft  day  of  Sir  William  Ru0el's  govern- 
xnent. 

This  lord  deputy  being  at  Kilkenny  in  the 
month  of  April,  was  invited  by  the  earl  of  Or- 
mond  to  go  wi^h  him  a  few  miles,  in  order  to 
parley  with  Owen  Mac  Rory  O'More,  to  which 
he  confented,  and  the  conicquence  was,  that  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  honour,  the  Iriih  chief  made 
Onnond  his  prifoner,  and  the  lord  deputy  and  the 
earl  of  Thomond,  would  doubtlefs  have  fliartd 
the  fame  fate»  if  they  had  not  faved  themielves 
by  flight,  efcaping  merely  by  the  fwiftnefs  of  thtir ' 
horfes.     The  catholic  writers  attempt  to  juftify  ' 

this  piece  of  treachery-— They  fay  that  0'MoreOiP||Mgaai 
happening  to  have  a  certain  Jefuit  in  his  train, 
.  with  whom  Ormond  entered  into  a  warm  contro- 

verfy 


474        HISTORY    of    IRELAND. 

verfy  about  religious  mattccrs,  in  which  he  ided 
unbecoming  expreflions,  on  which  the  zeal  c^ 
CyMaf e  for  the  catholiq  faith  operated  upon  him  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that,  burning  with  ragp  to  hear  k 
profaned,  in  a  convcrfation  fo  foreign  frooi  the 
purpole,  by  an  heretic,  he  rufhed  upon  him  fud^ 
denly,  and,  dragging  him  from  his  horfe^  made 
him  his  prifbner, .  whereupon  the  EnglKh  betook 
themfelves  to  their  arms,  out  were  bfiantly  put  to 
Bight,  many  being  wounded  and  (lain  in  ^  en- 
counter.— ^But  let  the  cauji  Be  what  it  wouldf 
moft  certainly  the  aBion  was  a  bafe  one,  and  fuch 
as  deferves  to  be  recorded  with  infamy  to  all  pof-« 
terity. 

The  lord  deputy  having  made  a  fruitlels  at- 
tempt to  intercept  Tyrone  in  his  return  from 
Munlter,  now  changed  his  method  of  making  war, 
-and,  breaking  up  the  army^  quartered  the  troops  in 
garrifons,  which  might  more  eSe£lually  fervc  his 
purpofc  againft  the  Irifli  enemy,  and  from  whence 
he  could  neverthelefs  draw  tc^ether  his  forces  at 
pleafure  whenever  he  flood  in  need  of  their  afllf- 
tance. 

In  M^yt  the  lord  lieutenant  marching  towards 
and  pafilng  the  Moyry,  was  informed  that  O'Neal 
had  burned  Ardmagh,  raifed  Blackwater  Fort,  and 
retired  to  .the  fortrefs  of  Logh  Luken  *,  on  which 
he  drew  towards  Ardmagh,  but  fending  captain 
Blaney  with  five  hundred  foot,  to  condudi:  fome 
fuccours  which  were  coming  to  him,  thefe  were 
all  together  1>rifkly  attached  by  Tyrone,  at  tlic 
pafs  of  the  Newry,  but  were  delivered  from  the 
danger  by  Montjoy's  feafonably  arriving  to  their 
afliftance. 

Skirmiflies  in  different  parts  of  the  provincesi 
the  fubmiflion  of  Florence  Mac  Carthy,  and  a 
defign  of  feizing  on  the  Sugan  earl  of  Defmoiidt 

(which 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y    OF    I  R  EL  AND.         47J 

(which  mifcarried)  mark  great  part  of  the  remainder 

of  this  year.     The  fame  Defmond  was  afterwards 

taken,  but  refcued  again  by  the  Iriih,  the  fubjefts 

of  the  Pale  all  this  while  complaining  of  the  taxes 

and  other  oppreifions  which  they  laboured  under  1 

but  not  bebg  able  to  obtain  an  impartial  hearing 

at  the*  court  of.  England. — The  knight    of  tte 

Glin*s  caftle  was  taken.-*— The  revolters  continued 

in  the  field  with  various  fuccefs. — An  intended 

marriage    of  the  Sugan  earl    with  the  filter  of 

Defmond  chief  of  Mulkery,   was.  prevented  by 

that  chief's  being  obliged  to  bind  himfclf  for  his 

fitter's  appearance  when.fcilt  for,  and  theearl  himielf 

departing  from  Kerry,    where?  he  had  fixed  his 

quarters,    was  attacked  by  the  garrifon  ot  Kill- 

mallock  who  defeated  and  difperfed  h^  troops,  (o 

that  he  was  obliged  to  fly  to  Tiperary,  as  was 

Peirrc  Laccy  into  Ulfter,  for  fafety,-- — ^-James,  (on 

of  Garret  earl  of  Defmond,  then  in  the  hands  of 

the   queen  of  England    was  fent  over  prbperly 

attended,  in  order  to  try  whether  he  could  not 

raife  a  party  againft  the  Sugan  earU  and  at  firft 

he  was  well  received  by  the  Irifh  -,  but  as  fobn 

as  they  faw  him  go  to  a  proteftant  church,  they 

infulted  and  reviled  him,  and  plainly  (hewed  him 

•  that  he  had  little  fupport  to  exped  at  their  hands, 
who  hated  him  on  the  fcore  of  his  religion. 
Dermod  O'Connor,  this  young  earl's  brother-in-law 

'  was  coming  to  him  in  order  to  ferve  him,  when 
one  Tybot,  who  was  in  the  queen's  pay,  in  con- 
tempt of  a  paflport  he  had  with  him,  fell  upon 
him,  killed  forty  of  his  followers  and  taking  him 
prifoner  ftriick  off  his  head,  for  which  offence  the 
queen  took  away  Tybot's  company,  when  in  ftri<St 

•  juftice  Ihe  ought  to  have  taken  away  his  life,  as  a 
punifliment  for  fuch  a  favage  and  perfidious  ac- 
tion. Another  attempt  was  made  to  furprife  the 
Sugan  earl,  who  was  then  in  company  with  Der- 
mod Mac  Gragh  titular  bifhop  of  Cork,  but  the 

earl 
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orl  was  too  nimble  for  tbofe  who  wefe  io  queft 
ot'  him,  while  the  bt(hop,  **  clothiog  hioifclf  in  tb« 
hflbit  of  a  beggar,  imitated  one  fo  well  (%$  Cox)  that 
he  impofcd  upon  the  EngMb^  who  did  ooc  diink 
hvm  worth  a  haiging^  and  To  let  him  pafa" — a  ludi- 
crous exprcQion  10  what  concerns  ferious  ma  tcrs,  ami 
mliogeiher  unworthy  of  the  dignity  of  an  biftoriao^ 
who  ought  not.iQ  deal  in  (curhlous  jokes,  nor  pride 
himfelf  in  quaint  exprefljods.-^FlQrence  Mac  Canhy 
Dppoled  the  ftieriflF^s  power  in  his  territory,  and 
tx>ming  before  the  iond  deputy  on  bis  parole^  was 
perfiiaded  to  go  over  to  England  ;  but  whco  he 
liad  colieAed  money  of  the  people  of  Carbry  (as 
.aurhoriied  by  the  prefideofs  letter)  to  defray  the 
eapenoBs  of  the  voyage,  he  paufed  upon  it.—* 
.  'The  mixed  money  was  proclaimed»  and  four  thou- 
.&nd. pardons  were  taken  out  by  the  provinciais 
ioS  MunCber  for.  a  number  of  Irifh  chieftains  and 

'  their  followers. 
A.  D.        ^^  ^^^  deputy  intending  what  was  called  a 
9^01.     general  hoQing,  fet  forward  from  Dublin  00  the 
22d  of  May,  and  on  the  13th  of  June  came  to  the 

.Moyry,  where  he  built  a  fort,  and  afttrvvards  re- 
ceived the  fubmiflton  of  two  Irifli  chiefe ;  and  Sit 
Hcory  Danvers  was  ordered  to  feize  the  abbey  of 

.Ardmagh,  where  a  garrilbn  was  intended  to  be 
{Wanted,  but  he  was  repulfed^  and  failed  entirely 
in  his  attempt  1  whereupon  the  lord  deputy  marcbfd 
with  the  main  body  of  his  army  towards  Atd- 
magh,  where  he  placed  a  garrifon  without  oppofitioai 
and  fome  time  after  he  beat  the  Irifh  out  of  their 
firenches,  and  bcGdea  this  there  was  a  fmart  fkirmifti 
between  Sir  Chriftopher  Lawrence's  regiment  that 
was  fent  to  Benburb  and  the  Iri(b«  wherein  the 
latter,  though  they  generally  fought  l^etter  in  a 
woodt  (which  was  now  the  fcene  of  adkioOf  thgn 
on  an  open  plain)  fuftained  the  greateit  lofs,  tjie 
xeafon  of  which  my  author  gives  with  an  impir- 

li^y 
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tiality  he  is  unaccudomed  to  adopt  1  for  ht  fay$, 
it  was  bccaufe  ihc  EngliQi  were  much  betrct  markl^ 
men,  and  being  becrer  furniflied  with  adict^Uni^ 
tion,  expended  more  (hot  than  their  enemies  could 
fparc: — He  might  have  added,  chat  the  former  had 
another  great  advanrage  over  the  lacier,  which  wai 
that  of  being  near  to  their  main  body,  from  which, 
as  from  a  never^faili;ig  fountain,  they  derived  theit 
fuccours. — But  enough  has  been  faid  of  this  fkir- 
mifli,  and  indeed  of  many  others,  which  I  (hall 
cut  the  detail  of  (hort  for  the  future,  and  proceed 
to  more  important  affairs  chat  happened  doring 
'  this  intcrefting  reign. 

In  fuch  fl^irmifhes  indeed  great  part  of  this  yeat 
alfo  was  fpcht,  in  one  of  which  Pierce  Lacey  was 
ilain,  but  at  length  the  deputy  returned  to  Dub- 
lin, ("and  pot  the  arrliy  in  garrifon)  without  having 
brought  the  enemy   to  a  deci(ive  bartle. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Iri(hof  Conrtaught  fofe,  (Sir 
John  Berkley,  ihe  prefidcnt  of  which  province, 
was  too  weak  to  re(i(l.  their  force)  prepared  to 
invade  Munfter  •,  but  to  hinder  them  from  attempt- 
ing ir,  the  prefident  of  Munfter  fent  him  a  thou- 
fand  foot,  under  the  command  of  one  Flower,  by 
means  of  which  timely  fuccour  the  dc(ign  was  pre- 
vented, and  (he  Iri(h  being  defeated  and  moftly 
difperfed,  Flower  returned  viftorious  to  Limerick. 
— And  about  this  time,  the  prefident  came  to  Cork, 
where  he  ufed  all  the  methods  he  could  de^ife  to 
feizc  the  Sugan  carl  of  Dcfmond,  whom  at  laft  the 
White  Knight  furprifed,  and  he  was  arraigned 
of  various  treafons  and  condemned  in  Ireland,  but 
was  fcnt  (together  with  Florence  Mac  Carthy)  into 
England,  the  latter  alfo  having  been  arrefted  ac 
Cork  by  order  of  the   lord  deputy. 

Seffions  of  goal  delivery  being  holden  at  Cork,  U 
was  determined  to  feize  on  fufpefted  pcrfons  as  cho 
belt  means  of  dctCKing  the  Sparriards  from  an  In- 
tended 
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tended  invtfioo,  which  now  began  to  beftroogfy 
rumoured^  by  cutting  ofF  the  hopes  of  fupporc 
gnd  afliftance  from  the  Irifli  chiefs,  witboot  which 
it  was  prcfucned  they  would  never  attempt  to 
make  a  defcent  upon  the  ifland ; — and,  in  confer 
quence  of  this  refolution,  Dcrmod  Mac  Owen,  Mac 
Dermod  Carthy,  brother  tp  the  lord  of  Muflcerry^ 
and  Moyle  More  O'Mahon  of  Kinal-meaky,  were 
all  arretted. 

But  notwithilanding  tbefe  and  other  precaations» 
and  many  fuccefles  oi  the  £ngli(h  in  the  differ- 
ent provinces,  yet  the  council  ficting  on  the  twenty^ 
fccond  day  of  September  at  Kilkenny,  received  news 
the  arrival  of  a  fleet  from  Spain,  which  foon  af* 
ter  difembarked  a  body  of  forces  at JCin&le ;  on 
which  the  lord  deputy,  having  given  proper  or- 
ders  to  mar  (hall  Wingfield  and  other  officers  to 
draw  troops  from  the  different  garrifons,  (tt  for- 
wards towards  Cork,  where  they  found  a  large 
mstgazine  of  victuals  ready  provided  to  fubfift  the 
foldiery. 

The  Spaniards  in  Kinfale  were  now  attacked  by 
,  the  EngliQi;  but  before  the  latter  had  any  Jikeli^ 
hood  of  making  themfclves  mailers  of  the  place, 
the  earl  of  Tyrone  and  O'Donnel,  who  had  been 
joined  by  a  frefh  reinforcement  of  two  thoufand 
Spaniards,  came  in  fight,  and  the  confcquence  was 
a  great  engagement  between  the  two  armies,  in 
which  Tyrone^s  forces,  amounting  in  number  to  about 
feven  thoufand,  were  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of 
twelve  hundred  foldiers  (lain  and  eight  hundred 
wounded.  'The  lofs  of  the  Engliih  is  faid  to  have 
been  but  trifling ;  and  the  confequence  was,  that  Don 
John  of  Aguila  furrendered,  and  he  and  his  Spaniards 
were  wafted  on  board  Engliih  veflcls  to  their  own 
country. — The  can^p  wasdiflblvcd,  and,  in  effect,  the 
rebellion  of  Tyrone  drew  to  its  final  period. — The 
k>rd  deputy  purfucd  him  from  place  to  place^  till  he 

reared 
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nctired  to  an  inacceffible  fortrofe,  and  being  returned 
to  Dublin,  fenc  him  an  abfoluce  fubmiflion,  though 
at  the  fame  time  it  is  faid,  that  he  wrote  to  O'Con-* 
nor  Sligo,  in  treating  that  he  would  by  no  means 
make  a  feparate  peace. 

Sir  Oliver  Lambert,  in  the  meanwhile,  had  driven 
the|Burks  out  of  their  country,  and  coming  to  Athloan 
in  December,  O'Connor,  Sligo,  and  Rory  O'Donnel 
fubmitted  \  and  the  deputy  keeping  his  Chriftmas 
at  Galway,  he  received  the  0*Flaharty*s  and  Mac 
Drrmods,  O'Connor  Roe,  and  others  into  favour. 
— But  G'Rourk,  being  amongft  thofe  who  ftill  re-- 
mained  !n  rebellion,  three  feparate  divifioosof  troops 
were  ordered  to  attack  him. 

The  fpirit  of  revolt  was  now  almofl  extin* 
guiflied  i  the  infurgents  were  a}moft  every  where 
reduced  to  fuch  want^  ^s>  that  they  died  more  by 
famine  than  by  the  fword,  and  it  is  even  reported 
that  mothers  killed  their  children  in  order  to  feed 
upon  them,  and  that  in  the  province  of  Mun- 
fter  three  children  were  feen  devouring  the  jn- 
trails  of  their  dead  mother. 

Though  the  caftles  of  Dunboy,  Caftlehaven,  and 
Baltimore  were  agreed  to  have  been  deliverol  up 
by  the  Spaniards-,  yet  the  Irifh  under  0*Sulli- 
van  Bearre,  had  furpifcd  the  former  of  thefc,  which 
however  the  Englim  re-tool;  -  after  the  moft  obfti- 
nate  refiftancc  from  the  garrifon  that  ever  had  been 
known  in  Ireland,  the  commander,  though  def- 
perately  wounded,  as  foon  as  he  faw  the  Englifli 
entering  the  caftle,  endeavouring  to  blow  up  them 
pnd  himfelf  together,  by  throwing  a  lighted  match 
into  a  barrel  of  gunpowder.— —This  atchieve- 
inent  was  followed  by  the  defeat  and ,  flight  of 
many  of  the  Irilh,  and  by  the  fubmiflion  of  many 
?nore  of  the  lord  of  Lixnaw's  whole  force  was 
m4llei?ed,  the  province    of  Munfter   reduced  to 

obedience. 
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cbedknce,  and  the  whole  ifland  kept  in  awe  by 
the  viftorious  army  of  the  Englifli. 

As  to  the  earl  of  Tyrone,  after  having  made  a 
public  fubmiflion^  be  received  a  pardon  from  queen 
Elizabeth,  which  was  iflfued  by  advice  ol  her 
council,  fo  much  againft  her  will,  that  the  grant- 
ing it,  is  faid  to  have  been  one  of  the  caufes  af 
her  death,  though,  in  efFc£t,  (be  never  er^oyed  her- 
fc\£  after  the  execution  of  Eilex,  and  atter  long 
fuffering  theutnxift  deje&ionof  fpirits,  this  princels 
expired  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Manrh,  in 
the  year  fixteen  hundred  and  three,  having  ap- 
pointed James  the  Sixth  of  Scotland  for  her  fuc- 
ceiTor  on  the  throne  of  England. 


End  of  the  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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